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audi distinction. But, on returnEng ia 1701, tnta hit coDUneotal (KiTela, 
he accepted n coRimiuion u lieutenont-eolonel of tlie Scottish regiment of foot 
guard). In the lucceeding yenr, he torred na nid-de^ninp to the dulcs of Marl- 
borough at the taking of Vsnlo and Liege, nnd the atta.dc on Peer. In the 
courte of ITOQ, he fuccetdrely obtained the comni.-ind of the Camertoiian regi- 
ment and the Scota Greyi. Hi* father dying niddenly, January 6, 1707, he 
mccecded to the family titles, and itoi next month chosen ono of the Scottiib 
represenlatiTe peen in the firtt Britiih parliament In the subie^iuent rictoriel 
of Marlborough — Oudenorde, Mnlplaquet, and Romiliei — the earl of Stair held 
high command, and gnined great diuinction. But the occettion of the tory 
ministry, in 1711, while it stopped the glorious career of ftlorlborough, also piri 
1 check upon his lerrices. He found it neceuory to sell hi« command of tl 
Scot* Greyi, and retire from the army. 

A* one who lud thug sufibred in tha behalf of the protectant lucceuion, tl 

1 vita entitled to lome consideration, when that na* secured by the accession 
George I. He was, on that occotion, appointed to be a loni of the bed-chnmber, and 
n priry councillor, and constituted commander-in-chief of the forces in Scotland, 
in the absence of the duke of Argyle. Next year he was lent as ambonador U 
France, vrith the difficult task of conciliatiog the gorernroent of the duke of 
Oi'Iean* to the new dynasty of Britain, It is ollotved on all hands that his lord- 
ship conducted this busineH ivith unexampled address and dignity, Iiis diplui 

e skill being only equalled by the external splendoun of his cortege. Unfor- 
tuoately, hisusefulneuiTM destroyed in 1719, by the Mississippi enthusiasm. Hi* 
lordship could not itoop to flatter hit countryman, Mr Law, then comptroller* 
general of the French finances, but whom he probably recollected a* a somewhat 
disreputable adTenturer on the itreeU of Edinburgh, The Bridsh government, 
finding that the hostility of this powerAil penon injured their interests, found it 
necessary — if a mean action can ever be neccMary — to recol the earl of Stair, 
notwithstandiug their high sense of his meritorious serriccs. He returned to hi* 
DaCiTe country in 1730, and for the next t^Tenty-tRo yean lired in retirement, 
at hi* beautiful seat of Newliston, near Edinburgh, where he is said to lutTe 
planted teTenil groups of trees in a manner designed to represent the arrange- 
ment of the Britiih troop* at one of Marlborough'* vicloriea. He alto turned 
his mind to agriculture, a scienoe then just beginning to be a little undentood 
'n Scotland, and it is a well attested fact, that he woi the first in this country to 
plant turnips and cabbage* in the open fields. On the diisoluticn of the WbL* 
pole Bdmioistrotion in 1743, his lordship ims called hy tiie king from hi* 
retirement, appointed field-uianhal, and tent as ambassador and plenipotentiary 
to Holland. He wai almost at the same time nominated to the gorernment of 
Minorca. In the same year, he was sent to lake the supreme cocmiond of the 
army in Flanders, which he held till tlie king himself arrived to put himself at 
the head of tlie troops. His lordship lerred under the king at the battle of 
Dettingen, June IS, 1743 ; but, to use the indignant language of lord Weitr 
moreland. In alluding to the case in parliament, he was reduced to the condition 

1 alatue with a truncheon in it* hand, in consequence of the preference ihown 
by hi* majesty for the Hanorerian officers. Finding himself at once in a highly 
responsible situation, and yet disabled to act a* a free agent, he reugned hU 
command, l^nce, taking adranlage of tlie distraction of .the British council* 
respecting the partiality of his majesty for Hanoverian council*, next year 
threatened an Invasion ; and the earl of Stair came spontaneously fonmrd, and, 
on mere ground* of patriotism, offered to serve in any station. He was n 
appointed commander-in-chief of the forcea in Great Britain. In the succeed- 
ing year, hia brother-Io-bw, Sir James Campbell, being killed at the battle of 
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FanlMH^, the eul m* a^t^nted bi« taetxmai in tlia coloueky of llv Scola 
Gnys, a comnuad he had been deprired of Ihirty-ona jean before by que«a 
AuM. Hit lut appointmectt wa* to tbe c«iainaiul of tlifl oiariiie fercet, ia Qlay 
174G. Hii iMdihip died at Queenibeny-hauie, Edinburgb, oa the 9tb of May, 
1717, and naa buried nith public heaotiu in the church at KirUiiton. It ia 
matter of jwt lurpriae, that ao uuiouaient hai erer been encted to iiut atoat 
accompliiihed and patriotic nnhlnumTi — gQither by the public, which was ao nuidt 
indebted to bun, nor by hia own taioily, whidi derire* wch lualre frata hii com- 
noo aaam. Hii lordihip left a widow without diildten i nonaly, lady meaoor 
CampbeJi, jpran A^l a^ >ghti^r of the lord chaocellix Xjoudeun, and who hod 
preriouily been aamed to tbe rifooiuat Frimroae. 

DALYELL, Thojus, an emiaant cawliar officer, ww tbe md of Thomaa Dol- 
yell, of Binna, in weet Lothian, whom he lucceadBd in tiat property. The 
laitdi of Biniu wee uodeErtood to have been deiceoded trom the family aAer- 
ward] enoobled under Ilia tiJa of earl of Camwath. Tbe mother of the 
iubject of thia memoir, waa the honourable Janet Bruce, daughter of the Grft 
lord Bruce of Kinloin a diitiaguiahed Duniiler of James VI,, and who, with the 
earl of Marr, woa chie&y iuBtrument^l in securing' theauccaaiion of that aonMch 
to the Engliifa cr«wn. Thomas Daljell, who ia aaid to hare been bton about 
the year 1599, entered the aernce of Chailea L, and bad at one time the com- 
mand of the town Hid ganiaon of Carriddbrgus, where ho waa taken priioner 
by the rebela. He wai (o much attached to liu maaleK, that, to teUify hii grief 
for hia death, ha narer oAeiwarda (bared bia beaii In the army which Charioa 
IL led tiom Scatland, in 1651, ha had Ihe rank of major-general, in wltkJi 
eo^acity he fought at the battle of Worcealei^ Being there taken priaoner, be 
nua eommitted to tiie Tower, had bja eatatea forfeited, and waa biiaaeLf exempted 
firooi the general act of indemnity. Howerar, be nude hia eacape, and aeemi to 
hare gone abroad, whence he vetumed, and landed with uime royalists in the 
north of Scotland, in Hazcb, IJ55A, Su^orled by a amall party, be UhM. 
pOHenion of the castle of Skelko, and aMiated in the exertions then made for 
the reatcmttian of Charlaa, who sood aflerwarda tranamitted the following l«itL- 
moBy of hia ai^wobatioa : — 
" Ton Daj^ybll, 
" Though I need «ay nothing to you by thi* honest bearer, captain Uewes, 
who can well tall you all I would We aaid, yett I am wiUiag to give it you 
under my own hand, that L am very much pleaied to hear how constant you are 
in your aAbctien. to me, and in your endeaToun to adraitce my aerrice. We 
hare all a harde woric to d« : y^ I doubt oiot Ood will carry us throi^h it : 
and you can nersr doabt [&aij that I will forgett the good part you hare acted ; 
whidi, truit me, iludl be rewarded, whenerer it shall be in the power of your 
afieetionat &>iid, 

"Colon, SOUiDec. 1654. Chiblbs H." 

All hope of an inunediate rettoratioa being soon after abandoned, Dalyell 
obtained Tecommsiidatioiis Jroni his majesty for eminent courage and fidelity, 
and proceeded to Russia, than an almost barbaroui country, where be offered 
hi* seiricei to the reigning ciar, Alexis Michaalowitch. He seems to hare 
entered the MuacoTite nrnce as a lieutenautrgeneial, but soon was elentted lo 
tile rank of geneial. In these high cemmands, be fought brarely against the 
Turks and Tartan. After active employment {or several yean, general Dalyell 
requested penuinion lo return to Scotland, whereupon the czar ordered a itronj 
testimony of his senicas to psH under the great seal of fiiutio. Fort of this 
document waa cooceiTed In the fbliomng terms ; 

" That ha tbonerly oune bithsr to Mrre our ^eat crarian majesty : whilst hs 
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was with u(, he ttooi agiimt our mmuum, and fba§U rsli&stlj'. The military 
' Hwen anderhii ootnmuid he regulatadand disciplEned, and himntf led 
I bitde ; nnd be did and perfhnied erery thiag ftuthfidly, n ■ noble coat- 
Aod for his trusty Mrrioee m were pleaeed to ordor ibe iaid lieutes' 
• be A genenl. And □•« haring petitioned ua to giv% him )e«re 
i* own oountry, ««, the great favemigii and caarian raajeity, wore 
pl ow ed 1« order, A*t the Rtd noUe genoial, who ia wetthj ef all hmieDr, 
'rboaoai, the loo of Homa* Dalyoll, ihaald hare lean to go into Idi ««m oot»- 
trf. And by tliii patent of tm cnrion majeity, we do teatify of Mm, that be 
w B nun of Tirtne and hosour, and of great eKperienoe in Biliiary a&in. And 
in <me ha Aould be wiUii^ again to aerm our oarian majeaty, be ia to let w 
luow «f it beferobawd, and ha aiiall cmoe into Uw doadnioni of cum c«rian 
MaJMty wiOi our aafe paa^orti, Sic Giren at our oourt, in Iha natoepolftan 
city of MuM»w, in the year &«in Ifae creatioa of the world', 7173, January 6.»' 
On hit retom to Scotland, Chwlet IL waBifeHad a better leDM ef Ui pnk 
nuM* towards him than wai cuatomary with tlat ntoBardi. " Ten Daly«ll » 
wm^piMutedcoaHnaiideT-in-du^Df Ibeforeea, anda priry coundUor, in 1666 ; 
aubaeq ueotly, be repreaented the oounty of LialithginT in porliaaeat, hit eatatea 
being mow reetored. In tb* year just nentiaaed, general Dalyell auppraMtd 
tbe iU«tan«d Iworrecdon of the coTenanleia. By a hM mardi acroM Ifae 
Pentlaod hilla, he came upon tbe insurgenta by lurpriae, and, on the eTcniog 
of tbe SSth of Novet^nr, gained a compklo rictory oier them. In this year, 
aba, be miaed a regiment of foot ; but iti |dace in the military liita ii not new 
ktwwn. It i* known, however, with hiatoric oeitaioty, that aone yaaai aOer- 
warda, be miaed the diftiaguiahed bene regiment called the Soola Creya, wfaidi 
«raa at firit compoted esduaiTely of the aeni of tbe caraKer gantry, and WM ia- 
tended to keep down the >Uudy children of tbe ocreoanL '£ba leUeit of aer- 
vice for Idling tbe Grey* are dated the 25lb of Norember, 1681. The cont- 
BUMion of general Dalyell vai inlemitled for a ftaWight in June, 1679, wtaia 
Am duke nt Moiwaouth wni enlnuted with hii offioe, in order t* put down the 
Botiiwell Bridgo inuiredion. It wu generaUy belieTed, that, if be bnl ae»- 
naaded at Bothwell inUead (J Honnoulfa, there would hsTo been ihii'fi 
e:tecutioB opon the inaurgenta. Being offended at the prouotioo of HomnouA, i 
the «ld man reaigaed *11 hi« omploynenti, but wm quickly reatered t« dien, 
■ad on an^le peoeion beaidu. Some yean before thii period, be bad nraaiTed 
a gift of the forfeited eitate of JUuir of Caldwell, who wm conoenied In the 
inaurrection au^resMd by him in 1666; but hia family oomplain that they 
were depriTed of thit by the terenal of Muiri attaiiider afwrr the ReTohition, 
and that they nerer veoeived any other compenMttion for aa immenM e^ 
o^Mnded by their anoeator in tbe pabUc aerrke. 

An indiridual wbo roda in Dftlyell'i anny, baa left the fidlewi^ g w q i hi c 

" He WW bred up *ery hardy from hii yooth, both in diet and dathingv 
Ho narei wore boota, nor abore one coat, which waa doae to hia body, with doae 
■leerea, like tiieae we call jodcy ooata. He nerer w«e a p oiA e, nor did be 
dan* Ua baaid linoe tlie murder of king Charlet the fircL In ny time U« 
head waa bald, wUdi h« covered only with a bearer hat, tbe brim of which waa 
aot above three inchaa broad. Hii beard iraa white aad buihy, and yet reaobod 
lown aliaert to bit girdle.' H« ujually went I* London onoe or twice in a 

I Tb* comb with whk^ ha ucad to dnaa tlili ornamaBt of hh pmwa it gtul prenrred at 
BlDn. It glTU a nst idea of the ratent of the beard, and of th< m^Mte chamcter of Dal- 
gmual — being do laa than twelTS Indici broad, wldU the taatn are at laut lix luchei 
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year, and then only to kin the king'i hand, irho had a great eiteem for hi* 
vrortb and mlour. Hi* unusual dreM and figure vrhon lie was in London, nerer 
ftiled to dmir after him a great crowd of boya and other young people, who 
eonilantly attended nt hli lodgingi, and foUowad him nith huoai hi he went to 
court or returned from it. Aj lis wai a man of humour, lie nould olnayf 
thiink them for their cirilitiei, ivhen he left them at the door to go into the 
king; and would let them know exactly at what hour he intended to come out 
again and return to bii lod^nga. When the king walked in the park, attended 
by iome of his coortien, and Ualyell in hii company, the aome crowdi would 
always be afler him, ibowing their admiration at his beard and dreu, to that 
the king could hardly pao on foe the crowd ; upon whidi hi* mnjesty bid the 
deril take Dalyell, for bringing such a rabble of boyi together, to hare their 
gut» tqueeied out, whilst they gaped at bii long beard and antic habit ; r»> 
questing him at the same time (ni Dalyell uaed to express il) to share and dreu 
like odior cbriitiaiif, to keep tl)e poor baimi out of dflnger. All Ibis could 
nerer preratl upon him to fan iri^ his beard ; but yet, in compliance to hii 
majesty, he went once to court in the rery height of faabion ; but ai soon ai 
the king and dioee about him had laug-bed luffluently at the strange figure he 
made, he reoMUmed bis tnual habit, to the great joy of the boy*, who bad not 
diicoTOred him in his faghionable dress." UemoiTM of Captain Creiehton, by 
Svdft. 

On the accettion of Jsrae* VII, in 1635, Dnlyell receifed a new and en- 
larged commission to be commander-in-chief; hut the tendency of the court to 
popery offended his conidenee so grieTouily, that it is not probable he could 
have long retained the situation. Death, howerer, stepped in, and " rescued 
him," to use Creichton's language, " from the difficulties he wa* likely to be 
under, between the notions he bad of duty to hi* prince on one side, and true 
leal for his religion «n the other." He died about Michaelmas, lOSS. A 
contemporary historian Inform* us, that " after he had procmred himself a lasting 
name in the wars, he fixed his old nge at Binns, hii paternal inheritance, 
adorned by his excellence with arenues, large parks, and line garden*, and 
pleased himself with the culture of curious flowers and pbitls." Hii estate wo* 
inherited by a son of the same name, who wa* created a bnronet of Nora Scotia, 
and iva* (ucceeded by a daughter Magdalene, who marrying Jamei Menteith of 
Auldcathy, transmitted the property and title to her son. Sir J^imes Menteith 
Dalyell, great-grandiather to the present represenlatire. Tbrou^ this alliance, 
the family now cl^ms to represent the old line of the earli of Menteith. 

General Dalyell, a* might be expected, is represented by the preibyterinn 
historians n« " a man naturally rude and fierce, who had this heightened by hii 
breeding and serrice in Mutcory, where he had seen little but the utmoct ty- 
ranny and slaTery." There are two ways, however, of contemplating the 
chaisder of even lo blood-stained a penecutor ai DalyelL He hod, it must 
be remarked, lerred royalty upon principle in ili wont dayi ; bad «een a 
monarch bebeaded by a small party of hii rebellious lubjects, and a great part 
of the community, including himself, deprired of their property and obliged to 
fly for their liTe* to foreign land* ; and all thU wa* on account of one particular 
way of riemng politics and religion. When the uiual authoritiei of the land 
regained their ascendancy, Dalyell muit naturally liave been diipoaed to juitify 
and support very leTere meoiurei, in order to prevent the recurrence of such 
a period as the ciril war and usurpation. Thus all hii cruelties are resolved 
into an Hbstract principle, to the relief of his penonol character, which other- 
wise, we do not doubt, might be very good. How often do we see, eren in 
modern times, adioni justified upon general fiens, which would be diuddered 
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•■ if (hoy ilcod npon tboir niked meriU, and nere to ba performed upon tha 

■ol« responribility of the {udi*tdiutl ! 

DALZELL, AiroaEW, A. M. md F. R. S., wm born in the year 1760, at % 
fana houH in the parish of Bstbo near Edinburgh, the mh of an induitiiuui 
huabandman. He acquired the prindplea of bia claaical educnlion at the paro- 
chial achool of the pariih ; from thence he went to the unit enity of Edinburgh. 
There by hi« awiduity and tbo gentleneu and purity of hii manner* and conduct, 
he acquired the eiteeni of the profenon, aud, iu conaequence of their high 
recommendation, wai appointed tutor to lord Maitland, now earl of Lauderdale. 
Ha attended lord Maitland to the univenity of Glaigow, where be anisted 
him in hi* itudies, and with him heard the celebrated proienor Millar deliver 
a coune of hia juridical lectures. Haring accompanied his pupil to Paris, he 
nas on his return lioine recommended, and through tile interest of the Lauder- 
daJa family appointed, to succeed Mr Hunter a* professor of Greek in the 
uniTersity of Edinburgh. ClsMicsI learning had &llen into great neglect in 
Edinburgh when Air Dalzell assumed his chair, for while professor Moore, one 
of the most profound and accurate sdiolan of the age, was raiting the celebrity 
of the Glasgow unirenity, by hii teaching of the Greek language, and while the 
Foulisei were printing in their press at that dty, their beautiful editions of the 
Greek classics, the literati of the Scottish capital were dedicating their whole 
attention to the cultivation of English and French literature. It becnme there- 
fore the anxious desire of professor Dalzell to reriTe the taste for ancient learn- 
ing. To promote tliis object he delirered a course of lectures on the language, 
history, eloquence, philosophy, poetry, literature, antiquities, and fine arU of 
the Greeks. Fossemed of a parfect knowledge of the subject, these lectures 
were admirable for their systemaUc arrangement and the elegance of the lan- 
guage in which they were clothed, and being delivered in a distinct tone, 
with much suavity of manner, they caused a general and enthusiastic itudy 
of tbe language. Indeed it became a sort of fashion of the students of 
the unirenity to attend his lectures, and the celebrity he acquired had the effect 
of drawing many students to Edinburgh from England, end from distant parts 
of the kingdom. In order still farther to increase that enthusinslic love of 
Grecian literature which he wished to instil into the minds of his pupils, he 
published serenil volume* of collections of select pesnges from the Greek wi'l- 
ter& Tbe*e he accompanied with short Latin notes, which are remarkable for 
their perspicuity and judgment, and for the clssticsl purity of their language. 
The imtemitting care whidiba bestowed on the improvement of hisstudents, was 
repaid by them with tbe most aftectionate respect, nor did the interest lie felt 
in then), terminate with the discharge of his academical duties, for he everted 
himsolf to the utmost in promoting their futuie welfare, and to him, hundreds 
owed their establishment in life. But although he was thus eminently succcek- 
ful in reviving the love of oncient literature in Edinburgh, it was often a subject 
of deep regret to him, that his influence over the minds of his pupils was only 
transitory, and that when he happened to meet them in after life, he almost 
invariably found that they had neglected their classical studies. Sudi, it ii 
much to be feared, must ever be the case, tlie prosecution of Bndent learning 
being, generally speaking, incompatible with the stiu^le end bustle of Uie world. 
The only ntis&ction wbidi remain*, i* that tbe defidency Is dnily becoming 
less important in the intnaalng beauty and copiousneM of modem, more ea- 
pedelly of English liteiaturc^ 

On the death of Dr James Robertson, professor of oriental languages, Mr 
Dabell wot appointed to succeed him a* keeper of the library of the university. 
He wa* afterword* cho*eii to Hicceed tbe llev. Dr John Dr}*dale, a* prindpal 
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cl«k to the Gieneral A«MiiiUy of tha dmrcti of SootUnd, being the flnt Uyman 
wlio had eier held that honouiisble appointMNot. For iobw time beforo bb 
death, the deliai(« UoU of lut health praTented him from perfomiiiig hii public 
dutiei, when hit pUoe was ri>l]' wipplied b; Dr Thomai Macknight, one of the 
city dergymen <rf EdiobiBgh. He died on ft« 6th Deoenber, 1906, haring 
for upwardi of thirty yaan ahad ■ hiatn on the mireisity by his man; nrtOM, 
hii high talent!, and gnat daMical attniimwnti. lUnurkAbie ftr many anuAle 
yialitiea, and endowed with hi^ tolenta, it may «auly be iiippoand that his 
society «ai the delight of hii friendt", and a* he had the good fortune to lifv 
during one uf the brighMat periods of Sootliih Hterary history, when b galaxy 
of great men adanied the aooiety of Edinfangh, he included in Ifae cii^le oif 
hia ooquaintance nuvay of the greatest men thii ceontry ever produced. Of tin 
number of liia intimate friendi were Dr Gilbert Steirart, Dr Rtnael the hiato- 
rian. Sir R«bert Littes, Dr Bobvtoon the historian, Ijcnd Morix»dde, Dugald 
Stewart, «nd prtrfsMor Chrisliaon. Mr Daleell, in hti stature was about the 
middle height ; Ids Aatarw were fall bat not heary, tnA a fair cmnplexion and 
a mild and serena erpresdoB of cwmtoBaaoe. Ha addnM was plearing and 
unpretending, and Ilia conrenation and manner lingularly gracefiiL He wai 
&eqaently to b« met in his aolitary walks in the king's park, iriiidi was one of 
hia &TO)uite loaagafc Ha waa mnrried to the daaghter of die well known Dr 
JtAia Drjradale ef the Ttob church, and left setersl diildren. 

Hi* wmki consist of the ocdlectioni from Greek authors, whidi he pabBshed 
in aeTonl Tolumet, under 0>e title of " GoUeetanea Minora," and " CoUeetanea 
Majcn^" a ttwwlation of Chenlier^ Description of the Plain of Troy, and 
many nluable papen of biography, and on otiier subjects, whidi he contiibut«d 
to the EdinboFgh Itayil Societyn Tiansactiona. He alio e£ted Dr Drytdole's 



DAVID L, a celebrated Beettirfi rannardi, waa dm youngest of the six son* 
of Maloohn IIL, who reigned betireen lOGT, and 1093, and who must be b- 
miliar to every nsder, a* the oreTthr<nver of Modieth, and also the first king 
of the Soots Ihat was entitled to be considered a* a cirilized prince, llie mo- 
ther of kiag David was Hargnt«t, the titter of Edgar Atheling, hnr to the 
Saxon line of English princes, but displaced by William the Conqueror. The 
year of David'a birth is net known ; but it is cor^ctnred to hare been not long 
antecedent to the death of his lather, as all his elder brothers were then under 
aga. It i* conjectured that he most have received the name of David, from 
Iiaving been bom at a time when hit mother had no hope of more children, in 
relerence to the yoangest son of Jeme. Owing to die usurpations of IJonald 
Bane, and Duncan, he spent his early yean at the English court, under die pro- 
tectim of Homy L, who had married his tisler Hatil^ or Haud, the celebtsted 
founder of London brit^ lltere, according to an English historian, "his 
niannen were polished from the rust of Scottish barbarity." Here ulao be took 
to wife, Hadlda, the danghter of Wahheof, earl of Nordnmberbnd, and widow 
of Simon da St Liz, eari of Northampton. After the Scottish throne had been 
occupied succeauvely by hi* elder brother*, Edgar and Alexander, he acceded to 
it on the 3Tth of April, I ISi, when he muit have been in the very prime of life. 
Soon before this time, namely, in HIS, be bad manifested that zeal for the 
chunA, which fistinguiihed him throughout bis reign, by bringing a colony of 
Benedidiiie monk* from Tyron, in France, whom he settled at Selkirk, liiete 
he subsequently translated to Boxburgb, and finally, 1138, to KelsoL In the 
latter year, beside* founding the nu^niJicent monaitery of Kelso, he erected 
tliat of Holyrood at Edinburgh, iHiich he endowed in the most libenU mannei^ 

During the reign of Henry L, David maintained a good understanding with 
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Qiglaad, uid I oh m to hare ipant ft ooniidsnble part 4f iiu time in tlw court 
of hk bnth«r-ii»-law and *iit«r. T)m Mioirinf euriow snMdote of one of hii 
viHta, i* related in a Tolume entUlwl " Benuinet eonaeniing Britain," publiiliej 
in 1S14. 'Q«uen Maud km bo- deroutly religious, tbu she would go to 
^Hxh barefooted, and alnajs exenajed hecietf in worin of charity, iiwamuch, 
that whan kin^ Darid h«r brother came out of Scotland to rifit her, he founil 
het in her frirj tJumber hMi a towell about ber middle, muhing, wiping, and 
Iduing poors peo||de'i teete; whidi he dialikinif, laid, ' rerily , if the king 
your huabaod knew thii, you shoald nerer kiMe hii lippei !' She replied, ' that 
HiB feete of tlu king of h e n ien irere to ba preteired befbra the lippe* of a king 
inearth!*" On the deatb of Henry, in 1135, hi* daughter Aland na* di»- 
placed by tlie uturper Stephen, and, to enforce her right, Ihrid made a forinl- 
dahle incurMon int« EngUnd, lakii^ poMenion of die country aa fkr aa Due- 
hank Not being luppoited, boireTer, by the baroni, who had iwom to nuio- 
tiuB hii niece in her right, he wai obliged, by the Htperior force of Stephen, to 
^TB np the country he had acquired, hii uni Henry, accepting at the «aina 
time, from the iwirpar, tiie honour of HuntingdoD, with Ihincaiter, and the 
aide of Carlisle, tor which he lendeved honiage. Next year, Darid made a 
new incunion, with better lucGees. He it fbtuid in 1 139 in fiill ponenion of 
tin BOTthem pioTineea, while Stephen waa unable, from hii engagementa elie* 
where, to present any force sgainit him. The 9(wta ravaged the country with 
modi cruelty, and part'ieulsrly the domain* of the church ; nor wai their pioua 
monarch able to roitrain them. The local clergy, under the*e circunutancei, 
omployed all their in&uence, tempontl and ipiritual, to collect an army, and 
they at lengtit luceeeded. On the 33nd of Augntt; 1138, the two partiea met 
im Cutton ylitor, near Northallerton, and to inovaM die enthuiifuni of the 
Ei^liib, Aea clerical leaden bad erected a itandnrd npon a high miriage, 
mowited im wheeli, exhibiting three congOCTated bannen, widi a Utile cuket 
at the tag, conlaiiung a conaecrBted hosL The ill-BHOited army of the Scot- 
tiih monar^ gave way bef<R« Ae impetuodty of theae men, who were literally 
defending their altan and heoithfc Tbi* renconnter i* known in history, ai the 
battle of tlie Standard. Frinca Henry OKSped with great difficulty. Next 
year, Darid wem to hare reoeunced all hc^iei of eatabliihing hii niece. Ho 
entered into a solemn t»aty with Stephen, in virtue of which, the earldom of 
Northan^erland was conceded to hii ion Henry. In 1140, when Stephen* was 
overpowerad by hj» subject*, and Maud experienced a temporary triumph, Darid 
rapairad to London, to give her the benefit of hii counseL But a counter in* ur- 
reetioa surjnised Maud; and Darid had great diflicnlty in escaping along with hi* 
nieee. He was only tared by the kindnen oTa young acotsmao, named 011- 
pbant, who serred ai a loldier under Stepbon, and to whom. Darid had been 
god&tber. Thit penon concealed the monarch from a very strict search, and 
conreyed him in i.ifety to Scotland. Darid htis ed much oAended at the manner 
in which he had been treated by Maud, that ha never again interfered with her 
affair* in England, for which he had already racrificed to much. He wa* ereii 
struck with remwie, for baring endearoined, by the use of to barbarous a 
people as the Scots, to control the dettiniei of the civilized English, to whom, 
it would tbu* appear, be bwe more affection than he did to his own native sub- 
jetHa. At one time, he intended to abdicate the crown, and go into perpetual 
exile in the holy land, in order to expiate this imaginary guilt ; but he aftetv- 
wnrda cenlanted himself with attempting to intreduoe civilization into hia coun- 
try. ¥fie this purpose, he encouraged many English gentlemen and baront to 
settle in Scotland, by giving them grants of land. In like nuuuier, he broogbt 
many diiTerent kinds of foreign monks into the country, settling them in the 
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io(M nbbeyt of M«Irow, N'ewbotlls, CiwibiHkeiinelh, KinloM, Ih7burgh, and 
Jedburgh, u well ai the priory of L«siiuihagi\ and tha Cuterdao ooavent of 
Berwidk, all of which were founded and endowed by hia. The ellecti whidi 
tiiete comparatirely enlightened bodiei of men miut bnTO produced upon th« 
counlry, ought to care David Tikhu all modem ineen ai to his apparently ex- 
treme piety. Sanctimoniouineai doei not appear to hare had any concern in 
the matter: he leemt to have been governed alone by a de<ire of civilizing hia 
kingdom, the rudeneu of which mtut have been itrikingly apparent to fain, in 
coniequence of hia education nnd long reiideoce in England. The progna 
mnde by the country, in the time of David, wai accordingly very grenL FubUa 
buildiogi were erected, towni eitabliihed, agriculture, manufacture!, and com- 
merce promoted. Lawi, moMOver, appear to hare been now promulgated for 
the fint tjme. David wm himielf a truly juat and benevolent man. He lued 
to lit on certain dayi at the gate of hli pnlaoe, to bear and decide the cauiet of 
the poor. When j'jitice required a duciiion againit tho poor man, be took 
paini to expkin tlie reaion, (o that he might not go away uniatiffied. Garden- 
ing wat one of hia amuiementi, and bunting hii diief exercise ; but, loya a 
contempomry biitoriBn, 1 hare aeen him quit hii hone, and diemin bit hunting 
equipage, when any, even the meaneit of hii aubjecti, required an audience. 
He commenced buiincai at day break, and at mnset dlmiined hit atlendanta, 
and retired to loeditate on bii duty to God and the people. By hii wife, Ma- 
tilda, David bad a ion, Henry ; itho died before blni, leaving Malcolm and 
William, who were BucceMively kingi of Scotland ; David, earl of Huntingdon, 
from whom Bruce and Baliol are descended, and levaral daughters. David I, ia 
■aid, by a monkish hiatorian, to have had a km older than Henry, but wbo 
periihed in chil^ood after a remaricable manner. A penon in holy ordenhad 
murdered a priest at the altar, and wni protected by eccletiastical immunity 
from the puni^ment due to his ofTence. His oyM, hotrevei, Vfeve put out, and hi* 
hands and ieet cut off. He procured crooked irons or books to supply the uae 
of Iianda. Thus maimed, destitute, and abhorred, he attracted tjbe attention of 
David, then residing in England as a private man. From him thit outcast of 
■odely obtained food and raimenL David's eldest child na« then tivo yean 
old ; tile ungrateful monster, under pretence of fondling tlie infont, crushed it 
to death in his iron fangk For tliit crime, olmoit exceeding belief, be waa 
torn to pieces by wild honei. On losing hii son Henry in 1169, king David 
■ant hii son Malcolm on a solemn progren through tlie kingdom, in order tliat 
he might l>e aclcnowledged by the people as their future sovereign. He in like 
manner recommended bis grandson William to the barons of Northumberland, 
as his successor in that part of hia duminions. Having ultimately fixed hi* 
residence at Carlisle, the pious monarch breathed bis last, May Sith, 1153; 
being found dead in a potture of devotion, David I., by the acknowledgment 
of Buchanan himself, woi " a more perfect exemplar of a good king than it to 
be found in all the theories of tlie learned and ingenious,"' 

DAVIDSON, JoBH, an eminent divine, wai born, ne may suppcae, some 
time about the year 1550, as he «as enrolled a student of St Leonard's col- 
lege in the univenity of St Andrews, in the year 1507 ; where he continued 

< James 1. 1* reoorded by Mair to havs pronounced thii sentence Dver tlie grave at his 11- 
luatrious inceslor — " R«t there, tliou mcnt pious monarch, but who didat no good to tlie 
OOmmimtTeslth, nor to lilius ingenetali" ivhti:li iiellenden bis rendered — "he imane»ir 
■anct for tlie cn>wn." TEis only shows that the utility aC monoateriee wns iea in the time 
of JnmH I. than In the days of Oevid I., and that kills' Jamee rvgardect nothing as OL-ful 
but Tihat ma conducive to Pli grand object, the Increase of the ro) id authority. Tbedeeth 
of Jamea I. is a sufficient answer lo hia apophthegm: he was asrassiiuited In consequenoe of 
lis Bttempls to render himself niefut (a tingi m general — that is lo ny, hia attempbi to r*'* 
npaq the hilns of the noblJitv. 
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ontil IS70. Being educated for the miniitry, he ooHy displayed mudi fei>- 
TOUT In hii piety, and a fearlev boldnen and conitant zool in Ihe (suie of the 
reformation in Scotland. Wlien the regeot Morton, in the year 1573, ob- 
tained nn order in the privy council, authorizing the union of leTenil 
pariihei into one, DavitlaoD, then n regent in St Leonard's coUege, expretied 
his opporition to, and diipleaaure at that crying abuse in the cburdi, in a 
poem, nhidi, al^ough printed without his knowledge, brought him into great 
trouble. He mi sununoned to a juttice-ayre held at Haddington, ivhen cen- 
tence of impriaennient nai pronounced agninit him ; he nas, however, soon 
after liberated on bul, in the hope that the leniency thui ihonn would induce 
bira ta retiact vrbat be had written, or at lenit that hit brethren might be pre- 
T.iiled upon to condemn the poem. But these expectations \j«n diaappoinlsd, 
and Daridton, finding tlw intercession even of some of the principal gentry in 
the country unavtuling, and that nothing but a recantation would save him 
from punishment, fled to the west of Scotland, and thence into England, where 
be remained until the degradation of the regent, when he returned bom^ He 
ultimately attended the earl, along with other clergymen, ivlien his lordship 
was about to suffer on the scafToId, and on that oocosion a reconciliation took 
place between them. 

Daridaon again inrolred hinuelf in difficulties by the active part which be 
took against R<d>ert Alontgomery, minister of Stirling. Robert Montgomery, 
it a^ieart, had mode a Simoniacal purduae of the archbishopric of Glasgow 
from the eari of Lennox ; after whidi, accompanied by a number of soldiers, 
Montgomery came to Glaegow, and proceeded to tho cliurch, He there found 
tho incumbent In the pulpit, when going up to him he pulled hiin by the 
ileeve, and cried " CcMne down, lirrBh." The minister replied, " He woa placed 
there by the Kirlc, and would give place to none who intruded themsetres nith- 
ont ordeia." Thereupon much confusion and bloodshed ensued. The presby- 
tery of JStiiling suspended Montgomery, and irere supported in their authority 
by the General Aasembly ; but the earl of Lennox, not inclined to submit to 
thii opposition, obtained a oomnuiiioo from the king, to try and bring the 
<^en^n to justice. Before this court could be held, however, the eail of 
Gowrie and^other noblemen seized upon the young king, and carried him to 
the caMle 4^ Rutbven, and there constrained him to revoke the comrai»ion, 
and to banish the earl of Lennox &om the kingdom. But the king having 
afterwards made bia eecape Itom his rebel nobles, banished all those who had 
been engaged in this treasonable enterprise. Montgomery, who in the menu- 
while bed made submission to the diurdi, again revived his claim to the arch- 
bishopric of Gla^w, whereon Mr Davidson, then minister of Libberton, ivas 
app<Hnted by the presbytery of Edinburgh to pronounce wntenoe of excom- 
munication against him ; which duty he performed ivith great boldness. Ha 
was also appointed one of the commission sent to Stirling to remonstrate with 
the king on account of this measure in fnvour of Mnnlgvimery. In consequence, 
however, of the faith/ulntu with wbioh be had atlmonishod his majesty, 
Davidson found it expedient to make a hurried journey into England, where 
he remained for a coneiderable time. 

Having returned to Scotland, Mr Davidson signalized himself in the year 
1590, by bis letter in answ«; to Dr Bancroft^ attack on the church of Scot- 
land. In 15DG, while minister of Prestoopans, he took on active part in ao- 
complishing the renewal of the national covenant. He was chosen to 
minister unto the assemblage of brines and elden which congregated for con- 
fession and pmyer in the Little Church of Edinburgh, as a preparotory step to 
the introduction of Ibe overture for that purpose into the general assembly ; 
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and «n this occadon "be w*i ho nniited by the S^rit working vpon timr liearto, 
that within •■ hour atttr tbejr bkd oonTeoed, Aey b^iB to look with quite 
•ikotber connteoMioe than at Aat, and while be wat exhorling them, the whole 
ateemblj melted into tetn before him." "Before they dimined, tb<y Mlemnly 
Altered into » new Leegve and CoreitBiU, balding vp their ban^ with nteh 
■IgDs of uDOerity u DMTed all pteeent." And "that lAemoon, the (general) 
aaaembly enacted tbe renewal of tbe corenant by partieelar •ynoda." " Iliere 
bave been many days of bomiliaUon for preeent judgment* ei iiBninetit danger* ; 
hat tbe like for ma and ae&otion waa never leen cinoe the Kefsrmattoa."— 
CalderiBood't Chureh Hitlory. 

Id the general anemblj, beld at Dondse in the year ICDB, it was- prepoaetl 
that the clergy ahould vote in Pariiament in the name of the chnroh. Davidson, 
kokuig upon tbia meamre a* a mere deviee for tbe introdeetion of blthopi, 
oppoaed it violently. "Bnik, beak, bnak bim," he exoUmed, "aa bonnilya* 
you can, and fetob bim in aa fairly aa yon will, we aee him weel eseagh — we can 
disoem tbe homa of hia mitre." He e<mcladed by entreating the ataemUy not to 
beraab; for, "bretbrei^" eaidb^ "aee yoa Dot how readily tbe Uahop* begin to 
ereep np." Be would have {voteated againat tbe maenLre — whiob, notwitbetanding 
tbe effiirtE to pack tbe a*»emb1y, was carried only by a majtwilr of ten — but the 
king, who waa preaant, intopoaed and aud, " Tliat ahall not be granted : eec, 
if yon bave Voted and reasoned belbre." "New, Sir," aaid Dcrideon, "bat 
without pT^adtoe to any proteilation made or to be made." He then tendered 
bia proteatalion, wbtcb, after having been patt from one to another, was at last 
laid down before tbe clerk; whereon tbe king took it np, and, having showed it 
to the moderator nod otben who were around bim, he put it in bis pocket. 
The ooQseqaeneei of this proteat did not, however, end here; Davidson was 
charged to appear before tbe council, and was by order of tbe king committed 
prisoner to the caatle of Edinburgh; bnt, on aeeonnt of tbe infirm state of his 
health, the plaoe of bis confinement was changed to his own manae. Afterwards 
bia liberty waa extended to the bounds of his own pariah. In whiob be was 
allowed to perform the dntiea of bis charge: and tbcov, after labenring in his 
vocaUen for aome yean, during wbicb be suffisred mnoh &om bad health, he 
died at Preetoopana in the year ISOft. 

He waa a man <^ ^oere [uety, and of an ardent and bcdd di^toddon, which 
fitted him to take a leading part lu tbe great movements of tlie period. David- 
■on is particularly deserving of notice on aooount of the exerUens irititdi he made 
for tbe religious and literary iutniotion of bia pariddonen in Prestonpanc 
At his own expense be built the cbnroh, the mansc^ and the •ehool, and adiool- 
loaster's bouse. Tbe school was erected for teachii^ tbe three learned language^ 
anil be bequeathed all his heritable and movable property for its support^ But 
by much the moat extraordinary feature in hi* character waa hi* reputation for 
prophecy. Calderwood tella, that Davidson "one day seeing Mr John Kerr, 
the minister of Prestonpans, going in a scarlet doak like a oourtier, told him to , 
lay aside that abominable dreti, ai be (Davidson) was destined to succeed him 
in his ministry ; which aooordingly came t« pass." On another oocasion, when 
John SpottiswDOd, minister of Calder, and James Imw, minister of Kirkliston, 
were called bofora tbe synod of Lothian, on the charge of playing at foot-ball 
on Sabbath, Davidson, who was acting as moderator, moved that the culprits 
should ba deposed from their charge*. The synod, however, awarded tliem 
a (lighter punishment; and when they were ordered in to receive their aen- 
fcnoe, Davidaon oaUed out to them, " Come in, you pret^ foot-ball mes, the 
4jnod ordaina yon only to be rebuked," Then, addresaing the meeting in his 
uaual earnest and prophetic mauDer, he said, " And now, brethren, let roe 
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Ml yon iriut renard 700 iluU ^ for your knity ; Ukm two men thill tram- 
pla «■ TMDT nedn, and Ae om^ af th« idiola iiiiiiitry oi ScoUand." The 
op« 1PM aftannrda aicfabnkop of 8t Andnm, and dw other of Ghigow. — ^W« 
quote die Mlowing from Wo«U«it>b MS. " IdTet of Scottuh CVBtgjmtm," When 
DkndMD m abnut to leboild the cbnrdL of neatoapaiu, " a place was faanA 
KMit cDmenient upon the laMdi of a amaU heritor of the pariih, called Jamea 
Finkerton, Mr Dkrideoo applied to hhn, and ai^ihied that luch a place of hie 
land, md fire or iiz a«rea mm judged moat proper for hnilduig the dtorch 
■nd dtUMhyard A-jk», and he behored to cell them." The other Mid " he 
irould nerer tell them, but he weald Ireely gift thoae dctm to *o good a uw ;" 
whidi be did. Mr Daridaon laid, " Jamea, ye dull be no loser, and ye ihall 
not nant a Jamea Pinkeiton to nicoeed you for many generation* :" and hither- 
to, at I rrai infccmed some yeara ago, there has been atill a James Pinkerton 
tuoceeding to that nnll heritage in that paiiA, daaeendnig from him ; and 
afler MTeial of them bad beoi in iuminent dai^^ar ithen chUdlen. 

DEMPTTEB, Tboku, a learned profNMr and naacaHaneoua writer, naa bom 
at Bndiln, in the dure of Angna, inml ti m n in Ae lattw part of the aixteenlh 
centnry. Of hia Auoily or education nothing certain haa been pttaerred, fiwu 
tber than Oat he itudied at C<iinbri^& In France, ithither he went at an 
early period of hii life, and where probably he received the better part <d Ma 
•ducadoD, be repreeented Mmt^ a* a nan of ftmily, and pooeaaad of a good 
eitate, wMdi he had abandoned fat Us religion, the Roman catbdie. He waa 
promoted to a profcaaer^ duur at VtxTa, in Aa college of Beauni*. Bayle 
Myi, that dtet^ hia banneaa waa only to teach a achool, he ma aa ready to 
draw his iword a* hia pen, and aa qoarrelsome aa if he had been a duellist by 
prtrfeasion ; Maicely a day passed, he adds, in which be did not 6ght either 
with his nnird'or at flrty caffk, so that ha waa the tenor of all Ae achool-mas- 
tMi. Though he waa of thia quarrelaome temper himielf, it doe* not appear 
howaver that he gave any encomagement to it in others; ftw one of hiistudenis 
haring sent a ciiall^pe to another, be had him hwied on the back of a fenow- 
■tndeut, and whipped him opon the seat of hononr most sererely before a Aill 
claa^ To rerenge lUs menttrona afi^unt, the idiolar brought three of the 
king^ lifegnarda^nen, who were hiB_ relations, into the college. Dempster, 
howerM, waa not to be thna tamed. He caused hamstring the liieguards men's 
honea befMe the coUegn gate ; th^nselMB he shut up cloae priaonen hi the bel- 
frey, whence they were not reliered for sereral day^ Disappointed at their 
reTenge in thia way, the rtedenta had recoone to auetber. They lodged an 
inflovmation againit hi* liie and character, which not diooaing to meet, Uenp- 
Iter fled into En^and. H«w lang he twmained, or in what manner be waa 
•■ployed ttere, we bare not been informed ; bnt be married a woman of un- 
CManoa beaaty, with whom be tetuned to Paria. WaDd^ the streets of Poria 
with Ms wifo, who, ]^ond of her beanty, had bared a more than ordinaiy por- 
tion of her bnaat and shoulders, wfai^ ware *A extrame whiUness, they ner« 
aummnded by a mob of cnrion* speelaloit, raWl nnrrowly eacaped being trodden 
to death. Crosing the Alps, he obtained a profemor's dmir in the unirenity 
of Pisa, with a haadaome aalny attached to it Hw« hi* comfort, and perhape 
hia uaafynea waa agnia Hamd by the coDduct of hia beautifnl wife, who d 
ki^th eloped with one of hia adK^ara, Fwriootly to Aia, we mppose, fiw the 
time ia by no meana deariy stated, be had bemi prtdemw in the nniranitjr 
of Ntmea, which he oUwnad by an honourable competition in a pnblic diqwite 
DpoaapataageofVirgil, ''ThiapaaBge,''bemyshimae]f, "was proposed to me aa 
a diAcalty net to be aolied, when I obtained the proAaMRafaip in the royal col- 
lage of Ntnaa, whidi waa disputed for by a great number of candidates, and 
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nhich I at once rery hiMOUrsbljr curled from tlie oUier oompetiton ; though 
tome biuy people irould hove hod it diridod ankong'MTen], dw Mnate declaring 
in my forour, and not one Anwng lO many exceUent men, and eniiwnt in every 
part of learning diHenting, beiide* Bamier, The choice being also apjvored 
by the consula, and the olher dtiieiii, excepting mnbw few whom I could name 
if they deferred it ; but lince they are unworthy lo much honour, I ihalt let 
their envy and ily malice die with diem, mther than contribute to their liring by 
taking notice of them.*' At tliii period Dempiler must bate pn>fe«ed to he a 
Huguenot, the univenity of Nimei being deMined lolely for the profeuon of 
the reformed religion. Be thi» oi it may, Dempater, driren fhMn Pi«a by the in* 
6delity of fail wife, proceeded to Bologna, where he obtained a proflMimhip 
iriiich he held till hii death in the year IG95. 

Dempeter hm the author of many booki, and during hie own life certainly 
enjoyed a raoit exteDitre reputation. Hi* powen of memory were m> great, 
that he himself waa in the habit of aaying, that he did cot know what it waa to 
forget. Nothing, it waa aaid by WKne of hia encomiaiti, lay ao bidden in Ills 
monumenU of antiquity, but that he remembered it ; and they gaie him on this 
account the appellation of a (peaking library. He wu alio allowed to bare 
been exceedingly laborioui, reading generally fourteen houn erery day. If 
he really derated so large a portion of hii time to reading, hia knowledge of 
booki, eren though hU memory had been but of ordinary capacity, muat hare 
been immenie j but he wanted judgment to turn hli reading to any proper ac- 
count What wai lUll worse, be was destitute 4rf common honesty; " and 
thflmefully," aays Bayle, " published I know not how many fables.^ In bii 
catalogue of the nrit«n of Scotland, it has been obeerred that he frequently 
inserted those of England, Walea, and Ireland, just as suited hia &ncy ; and to 
confinn hii aMertions, rery often quoted books which were nerar written, and 
appealed to authors which nerer existed. " TluMiuu Dempster," sayi BL BaiUet, 
" has girenus an ecclesiastical history of Scotland in nineteen boc^, wherein be 
speaks much of the learned men of diat oountry. But though he wai an able 
man in other respects, hia understanding waa not the more sound, nor his judg- 
ment the more solid, nor his conscience the better for it He would have 
wished that all learned men had been Scot*. Ho^fMged titles of bookt wliich 
were nerer published, to raise the glory of hi* natira country ; and baa been 
guilty of seraral cheating Iridu^ by which he ha* lost hi* a«dit among men of 
learning. 

The catalogue of Dempster** works is astonishingly ample, and they tmdoubt. 
odly exliibit prooA of uncommon erudition. Of hia numerous writings, hoit- 
erer, his Hittoria EceleiiaHica GmiU Scotorvn, is the most remarkable, 
though, instead of being a* its tith> would indicate, an eodeaiastical history of Soob 
land, it is merely a list of Scottish author* and Scoltiih *aints. ,The work waa com- 
posed in Italy, where, it i* presumable, the works of Scottish authois Were not 
easily accessible ; in consequence ot which he could not be expected to proceed 
with any very groat degree of accuracy ; but many of his error*, eren candour 
must admit, are not the result of inndTeriency, but of a studied intention tomi*- 
lead. A more &bulous work nerer laid claim to the honoui* of history. Of Iba 
names which he so splendidly emblaions, a large proportion is wholly fictitioua, 
and his anecdote* of writers who haTo actually existed, are entitled to any kind of 
commendation but that ot credibility. In extenuation of this fabulous propensity, 
however, it ou^t to be obserred, that, he lived in an age when such fabrioi- 
tion* were considered a* meritorious rather than reprehenaible. The rage for 
legends framed for promoting the practice of piety, a* vtM foolishly imagined, 
gave a general obliquity to the minds of men, rendering them utterly intenaiblo 
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tr> the incred clolnn and the immutable character of truth. The most impudent 
He, if it wDs luppoied to farour the cnuse of religion, vria dignified with the 
name of a p tow fniud ; and tlia most pnlpahle falteliood, if It iru designed to 
promote national glory, met, from tho general impuUe of iiationnl ranity, xith 
the nme indulgence. Hence that contemptible maaa of &lsehood and of fiction, 
which darken* and disfigures nil, and hii totally blotted out the eariy history of 
tome nations. Dempster h:td certaioly an irritable, and, in soma degree, a 
ferocious disposition, but we do not see that he ought to be charged nith mor.il 
turpitude beyond the arerafe of the men of his own age and standing in so- 
ciety. Yet for the honour of his country, as ho fooliilily imagined, he hai 
amassed an iouneuse mass of incredible fictions, which he has grarely told ; and 
seems to hare hoped mankind in geneml would receire as well authenticated his- 
torical facts. Losing in the brilliancy of his imagination any little spark of in- 
tegrity that illumined his nndentanding, irtian the reputation of hi) native 
country irai concerned, he sesms to hare been incapable of distinguishing be* 
Iween truth and falsehood. In this respect, howeTer, he does not stand alone, 
the earlier hlstoiians of every country being in some degree chargeable with 
the same failing. Even in the moat splendid woriu of the same kind, written 
At periods compamtively late, many passagei might be pointed out, which there 
is no necessity for supposing their compilers seriously believed. With all his 
&ults, the reputation of Dempster certainty extended itself to every country of 
Europe ; and though his most elaborate works are digested, with so little caro 
or so little skill, that they ran only be regarded as collections of ill assorted 
materiab, exhibiting little merit beyond assiduity of transcription ; yet it would 
perhaps be difficult to point out another Scottish writer who had the same in< 
timate acquaintance with doaical antiquity. 

DEMPSTER, GBOHOB,ofDunnichen, (an estola near Dundee, nhidi hit grand- 
fiuher, a merdtont in that town, had acquired in trade), wai bom about the 
year 1735. He was edu<ated at the grammar school of Dundee, and the ' 
university of St Andrews ; after which he repaired to Edinburgh, where in 
1765 he beconia a member of the faculty of adrocAtea. Possessed of an am- 
ple fortune, and being of a social disposition, Mr Dempster entered eagerly 
into all the gayeties of the metropolis ; and at the same time he cultivated the 
friendship o? a group of young men conspicuous for their talents, and some 
of whom afterwards attained to eminence. In the nund>ei were William 
Robertson and David Hume, the future historians. Mr Dempster became a 
member of the " Poker CluA " instituted by the celebrated Dr Adam Ferguson, 
which met in a house near the Nether-bow, and had for its object harmless con- 
nviality: but a society which included David Hume, William Robertson, John 
Home (tin author of * Douglas^, Alexander Codyle, and George Dempster, must 
neceauu^ly have conduced to the intellectual improvement of its members. It 
was succeeded, in the year IT56, by the " Select Soeielif," a much more ex- 
tensive asaodation, consisting of most of the men of talent, rank, and learning 
in Scotland. The object of this sooety was the advancement of literature and 
die prranotion of the study and speaking of the English language !n Scotland, 
and Dempster was one of the ordioiwy directors. A list of the memben of this 
society will be found in the appendix to profsBor Dugald Stewart's life of Dr 
Robertson. 

After travelling some time on the continent, Mr Dempster rettvned to 
Scotland, and practised for a short while at the bar. But, abandoning that 
profeiuon early in life, he turned his attention to politics, and stood candidalft 
for the Fife and F<»rfar district of burgha His crailest waa a very arduous one, 
and cotf him upwards of £10,000 ; but it was snocessfid, for be wu returned 
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nanbet to tbe tmlfUi pariiaaeiit of Great Biitain, wUdi mat on tlia BStli 
NoTember, 1763. He enterad i1m houM of eomnoM h an iodspwdent 
nembw unthaddod by party. In tha y«ai 1765, he obtaiiwd tba patant offica 
of secreUry to tfae Scotdih (Mrdor of tbe Thiitle, an offica moitt b 
luantti*a ; and it vrai the only reward wbicb be either lougbt oi 
tw«nty-«ight yean o[ &itbfal ■errioe in parliaaunt Hr Dem 
cidadly (^ipoaed to tbe cooteM itith tbe ftmariran coloniea, wbich e»dad in tbtir 
itidepeDden«e ; and eoncunad with Mr FiU and Mr Fox, in aaainlaiiui^, ttet 
tozM could not ba eoBatitutiouUly in^oaed without rapreaantatioBi. Ha did 
not, bowerer, ent^ into any lactioiH oppeailion to iba miniaby dtiring Ibe 
oontintBnce of tbe &at American imr ; but on itt cooduiiea be wai ■Imipiaiw 
in hi< aBdaavouia to obtun an immediate reduction of Ibe military eatabliib- 
ment, and the afaolitioB of linecute phoea and panaiotM, He jcsned Mr Pitt, 
irhen that great atateamen came into power, and Mipported bim in hii finsoeial 
plana, particulariy in the eatabliabment of the ainldag fund. Mr Dea^alet 
bad directed modi of bii attention ta tbe improTeineiit of our natimel cob- 
merco and iMawifactarea, wbidi he denred to aee freed tnm all reataainL But 
tbe object to whidi at thii tune andfor manyyeaia aflerwatdabe teene tohwn 
directed hii cbief attention, -wat the encoungement irf the Scottidi ttheries. 
Tliii had been a &TOH«ite project witb tbe people of Scotland, ever nnee Urn 
tune wben the di^a of YoHi, afierwarda Jamei IL palTODiaed and beeuM 
a BUbeoriber to a co^eny fiHoned exprealy for tbe porpoae. At length Mr 
Deapitv iucoee4ed la rauung the British parliauent to a dne appredatioa of 
tbe national baaefila ta be daiired from tbe enoeurageBient of tbe fiiberiea oo 
Ibe nwtban iborea, and rni allowed to neadnate tbe oommitlee for reportiag 
to tbe houte the beat meani of carryi^ Ua plana into exeeutioib 

About thia period, Mr Dempater ma elected one of the Eait InaUs Co^eay't 
directon. It u bdieTod that hia aleclioa took place ■■ oppoMtioB to Ibe 
prevailing intereit in tbe directory ; and certainly bii miitaken notiona on tbe 
iubject of oriental p<ditici nnMt hare rendered bim an ineficient UMmbw «t 
that oauiL Mialed by tbe conmenaal origin of the etwpwation, be wonld 
bare bad the eampany, after it had arrired at great political inAuaBoe, and 
had aeqnired ezteiiriTe territorial poMsaiiona in India, to lepgn ita aeverdgn 
power and to eenfioe itaelf to iti meicanlile ipeculntioiia. The policy of re> 
Unquidiing territorial dominioa in India, ha« long been a ay get np for party 
( Tery extraccdiaary that Dempiter, ooidrolled by no 



KM^ iaflnenM, ■hould bare lo rialeatly ef^peeed faimaelf to tbe t 
the co un try . Tbe error into which he ftll ia novr obTioaa ; be wiabed to 
■Mjntpni di indiriduai aioiuipoly, lAen the great wealth of tbe country ren- 
dered it no Iw^ar neoeaaary, wbile he propeaed lo deiboy our iway orar 
' India, when it might be made tbe meaoa of defending and extending oar eeaa- 
merce. Flndiag hnaelf nnahlo to altar our Indian policy, he withdrew bnm 
tba directory and became a ritdeut pariiamenlary ^q>oneat of the company. 
He iir^cated Mr Fox'a India lull, a mceiare derigned diedy for tbe pnrpoea 
(tf conaolidating a wUg adininiatration ; aad on otM occMion be dedared, that 
" all dmrtared righu thenld be held inri<d«ble, — thoaa dcrired from i»e dM»> 
ter only excepted. That w tbe lole and lingle liarter wbiiA ought in my mind 
to be deitroyed, for the mlie of Ibe country, for the lake of India, and lor Ibe 
mke of bamanity." — " I for my part lament, that tbe narigation to India had 
erer been dlaoerered, and I now co^jore Duniaten to abandon all ideaa of 
■orereignty in tbat quarter of tba world : for it would he wiaer to make aonM 
one of the iMtira princea Hog of the coonlry, and kere India !• itielC" 
In 1786, Mr DemptUr gm* Ma ii^poit to tha Grtnvillt wt, by whkb 
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proriilon mi made tdr Ou dodson of ouitMtod eleotimia by oobuhIUmi 
eliawn by ballot. On the regemej queatioB of 17BB-9, he wu i^poMd to tb« 
■nioMtry ; decUrii^ that on ezecuttre m comtilutod would " raMmUe nothing 
ttiBt «Ter wa* conceiTed before ; an nn-nhig, un-tory, odd, aivkmrd, anonui- 

la- Um year 1790, Kir Denptter retirad from perlliiMentary dutiei. Whether 
thk wu amjog lo hia own incUnaCioii, or foioed ifian him by the fuperior in> 
fluence of the Alhide fonily, a bnnch of which aiicceeded him in the re^e- 
•entation of hit dirtrict of buigb, leemi doubl&il. He bow daroled hii un- 
divided attention to the advancement c£ the interest! of hi* natire country. It 
wai chiefly through hi* mean* ths an act «f parliament had been obtained, af- 
fording protection and girisg bounties to the fiiberi«e in Scotland ; and tlut a 
joint tfodc company had been formed f«r tbeir priMecutioB. lu the year 1788, 
he had been electtd one of the dirocton of thii amociation, and on that oo- 
ouion be deliTBred a powerful ipeech to the membem, in wbi<i he gave an 
hi«t<mca] account of the pioceedingi for extending tile fiiheriea on the ccaat* ut 
Great Britain. Ue then diowed them that the eucouiagement of the fiiberiea 
wa« intimately connected with Ae improvemant of the Uighlandi ; and in thi« 
manner, by hia teat and acdrity in the muaa, Mr Dempetermoceeded in ei^ag- 
ing the pecyle of Scotland to the •atfauBaitic prteeeution of thia undertaking. 
The itock raiiad, or expected to be nieed, by reluntary contribution, wa« eeU- 
mated at £1SO,000, Even frcnt India conaidanble aid wat w^lied by the 
Scotvneu resident in tlut country. Tbe cainpany pmdiaied lai^ liacti of 
land at Tobennary in Mull, on Locb-Broam in BoM^birc, and oa Locb-Bay 
and Locb-FoUiart in Ae isle of Sky ; at aU of thve itatitmi they built har- 
boun or quaya and erected atorehouieiL Erery thing bore a proniting aspect, 
when the war of 1TQ3 with France brcdte ont, and inTolTod tbe project in ruin. 
The price of their atodc fell npidly, and many became aerece suffiuen by the 
depreciation. Still, bomter, although the undertaking proved diiastroai lo 
the ihareholden, yet tbe country at lai^ i* deeply indebted to Hr Dempiter for 
the great national benefit which baa lince accnied from the parliamentary en- 
cowagement given to our fisheriei. 

In farther prosecution of hia patriotic designs, Mr Dempater attempted l« 
establish a manu&cturing village at Sldbo, on tbe coaat of CaithneM ; but the 
Jool diaadtanlagei, in ipile of tbe dienpne« ot labour and prorisioni, wen in- 
■uperable obstacles to iti poaperity ; and the oraiaequence was, that ha not only 
involved himiel^ but his brother alio, in heavy pocnniary Iom, vrilhout ctmfenii^ 
any Luting benefit on the district. 

On the close of his parliamentary aieer, Mr Demprtw had diicontinaed his 
practice of paming the winter in Iiowkm, and spent his time partly at his 
seal at Dunnidben, and partly in St Andnwi. In that andent dty be enjoyed 
the tocie^ of hii old friend Dr Adam FvgiNoo, and cf the learned prrfreinta 
of the university ; and we have a pteaaiiy picture <rf' the happy seranity in 
which this cxceUent and tmlypntriotio statesman passed Ibe evenii^ of his life, 
in die fact that he was in use l« send round a vehicle, which be fiuMiouily d^ 
nominated " the roul« coaeh," in <ader lo convey srane old ladies to his 
bouse, who, like himself, excelled in the game of wbist, an amusement in which 
he took singular pleaauM; Hia time wliUe at Dunnicheu ws* men usefully 
employed. When Mr Dempster first directed his attention to tbe iinprovenwnt 
of his estate, the tenantry in the north of Scotland were still subjeiA to many of 
the wont evils of the feudal syitem. " I found," be sajn Speaking of the con- 
dition of hit own {srmen), " my few tenants without teaMS, wbject to the' bladt- 
■nilh of the barony ; thirled to Jta mills ; wedded to tbe wtetdied system of 
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out-^ald and in ; bound lo pay koin and lo perform penonal Mrricei ; dotlM^ 
in hodden, and lodged in horeb." The Highland proprieton, iiut^ of «U 
tempting to improre the condition of their farmeri and peasantry, were drirlog 
liiem into exile, onTertiug tlie cultiniled landi on their estate* into puiturage, 
nnd lupplying the place of their tennntry with black cattle. Mr Den^iter, in 
oi'dei to find employment for the population th'ji cruelly driven from their na- 
tire country, became more itrenuoui in bis endearotm for the encouragement 
of our (uheriet ; white, in the coune he pursued on his oivn eitate, be held out 
a praiie-ivortby example to the neighbouring proprietor, of the mode which 
tlicy ought to punue in the improTement of their eatatei. He granted long 
leasci to hii tenants, and freed them from all personal serricei or unneceuary 
reitrictioni in the cultivation of their groundi ; he inclosed and drained hi* 
Intida ; he built the neat village of Letham ; be drainod and improred the loch 
or moia of Dunnichen, and the peat bog of Heitennet, by whidt be added 
greatly to the extent and value of his property, and rendered the sir more 
Eilubrious. And having ascertained by experiments tliat his land abounded in 
marl, he iinntedlutely rendered the discovery available ; in so mudi, it ii esti- 
mated, that he acquired a quantity of tliat valuable manure of the value of 
£l 1,000. But nothing con prove more encouraging to the patriotic endeavours 
of proprietors for the promotion of agriculture and the improvement of tbeir es- 
tates, lltaa the following letter, addressed by Mr Dempster to the editor at the 
Parmer's Magazine — a work which had been dedicated to hinnelf : 

" Sir, — How much depends upon mankind thinking soundly and wisely on 
agricultural topics, which, in point of extent, surpass all othen, and which may 
be said to embrace the whole sor&ce of the globe we inhabit I 1 would still be 
more lavish in my commendation of your design, were it not that I should 
tlicreby indirectly make a panegyric on myselC For these lost forty yean of 
my life, I have acted in the management of my little rural concerns on tbe 
principles you so strenuously inculcatei. 1 found my few tenants without leases, 
subject to the blacksmith of the barony ; thirled to its mills ; wedded to tlie 
wretched system of out-field nnd in : bound to pay kain, and to perform per- 
sonal sorricei ; clothed in liodden, and lodged in hovels. You have enriched 
the msgnune with the result of your fanaing excursions. Fray, direct one of 
them to the county 1 ivrite from ; peep in upon Dunnichen, and if you find one 
of the evils I have enumerated existing ; if you can trace a question, at my in- 
stance, in a court of law, with any tenant as to how he labours his farm ; or 
find one of tliem not secured by a lease of nineteen years at least, and his life,— 
the barony shall be yours. You will find me engaged in a controversy of the 
most amiable kind with lord Carrington, defending the freedom of the Eng- 
Usli, tenants firom the foolish restrictions with which tlieir industry is shackled ; 
prohibidons to break up meadow land, to sow flax, to plant tobacco, &-c, 
all imposed by foolish fean, or by ignorance ; and confirmed by the selfish 
vieus of land stewards, vho naturally wish the dependence of farmers on their 
will and pleasure. God knows, Scotland is physically barren enough, situated 
in a high latitude, composed of ridges of high mountains ; yet, in ray opinion, 
moral causes contribute still more to its sterility. 

" I urge the lealous prosecution of your labours, as a general change of sys- 
tem and sentiment is only to be effected slowly; your maxims ore destined, 
first, to revolt mankind, and, long after, to reform them. There never was a 
less successful apostle than 1 have been. In a mission of forty yoais, I cannot 
boast of one convert. I still find the tenants of my nearest nei^bours and best 
friends, cutting down the laird's com, while their own crops are imperiously 
calling for their sickles. I am much pleased mlh tha rotations you suggest; 
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snd a* thou topics are rery farourtU one! with me, tliey occupy no nnaU p 
tion of my leiture moment*. 

" Th« HighLmd Sodety'i being lilent on the lubject of the emigration of the 
Highlander!, nho are g«oe, going, and preparing to go in whole cUni, can only 
be accounted for by tboMwhoare more intimately acquainted with lh« ilata of the 
Highlandi than I pretend to be. One would think the lodety were disciplea of 
Fitilcerton, who myi, the best thing we could do, would l>e to get rid entirely 
of the Celtic tribe, and people their country with inhabitants from the low 
country, HoiT little does he know the Tiilour, the Augality, the industry of 
those inestimable people, or their attachment to their fiiends and country ! 
1 would not giro a little Highland child for ten of the highest Highland moun- 
tains in all Lochaber. With proper encouragement to its jovaent inhabitants, 
die next century nught see the Higlilands of Scotidnd culdrated to its summits, 
like Wales or Switzerland ; its ralleys leeming with soldien for our army, its 
bays, lakes, and fritha with seamen for our nary. 

" At the height of four faandred feet abore the lerel of the tea, and t«n 
miles removed from it, I dare not Tonture on spring wheat, but 1 Y&re had c 
advantage from my elevation ; my autumn wheat has been covered with snow 
moat of the winter, through which its green shoots peep very prettily. I have 
sometimes i^elieved that this hardy grain is better talculaled for our cold climnte 
than is generally thought, if sown on well cleaned and dunged land, very 
early, perhaps by the end of September, so a* to be in ear when we get our 
short scorch of heat from 1 5th July to 15th August, and to profit by it. 

" I 1TBS pleased with your recommending married farm servants. I dont 
value mine a rush till they marry the lass they like. On my farm of 120 acres, 
I can show such a crop of thriving human stock as delights me. From five to 
•even yean of age, they gaflier my potatoes at Id, 3d, and 3d pet day, and the 
light of such a joyous busy field of industrious happy ireatures rarives my i^d 
age. Our dairy bttens tliem like pigs ; our cupboard is their apothecary's 
shop i and the old casten clothes of the &mily, by the industry of their 
uothen, look like birthday suits on them. Some of them attend the groom to 
water his horses ; some tlie carpenter's shop, and all go to the parish school in 
the winter time, whenever they can crawl the length," 

There is something extremely delightful in the complacency with which the 
good old man thus views the improvements he had wrought on hii estate, and 
the happiness ha had diffiised emotig those around him. 

After hAving enjoyed much good health, and a cheerful old age, until his 
last illness, Mr Dempster died on the 13th of Febiuary, 1818, in the 64th year 
of his age. We cannot more appropriately finish our imperfect sketch of this 
good snd able patriot, than by subjoining on extract from one of his letters t 
his frieod Sir Jt^n Sinclair — " I was lately on my death-bed, and no retrospect 
afforded me more satisfoction than that of having made some scoree — hundreds 
of poor Highlanders happy, and put them in the way of being ridi themselves 
and of enridiing the fhture lairds of Skibo and Portrossie. — Dunnichen, 2ni 
Nov. 1907." 

DICK, Snt Aleundeo, Bart, of Prestonlield, near Edinburgh, was bom oi 
the S3d of Octdter, 1703. He was the third son of Sir William Cunninghan 
of Capringlon, l>y dame Janet, daughter and heiress of Sir James Dick of Fres- 
tonficld. While his two elder brothen were to succeed to ample fortunes, one 
from the father, and the other from the mother, Alexander was left in a great 
measure dependent on his own exertions^ Ho accordingly chose the profession 
of medicine ; and after acquiring the preliminary branches of his jn^easion in 
Edinburgh, proceeded to Leyden, where he pursued his meitical studies nndei 
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the fkuMi Dr Bontatm. On tbe Slat of iagmt, 1735, he cMwMtl Um dagM* 
of doctor of m«(liciii» from the nnirenitj of Lef dsa ; ob wbiidt OBiMJan ka 
pnbliibad hi* Inaug Br al iliMiiiliJiiiii " D* E^«p«i^" whioh did Um mnA credit. 
Book «AeT tUit be retarded koBS, w h M be r*«NiTed( from the nntvcnii^ of St 
Andrem, a eeoond diplmu n deetcr of toMtAat, he t ring d«te the SSd af 
Jmi»17, 1727. On the 7th KmidMr of the mw jwtr, be «h admitted % 
FeUaw of the Royal CoDage of PbyrioiMW tf Edlnkaii^h. 

Dr CnmiBghBm, for bo itiU bore tb« mum of hli father, Moa after (kew 
diitiaetioni had (Men ee rfo ired e* him bf hb oo«ati7m«B, widertook a toMr 
thiOQgh Earopa. 

Hk iminediatelr elder broEher, Bit WiHIm Didk, haring died without imno, 
Dr Cvnnngham neeeaded, tn tama of tha eatail, t« the eatate and uaB* of hii 
mother, aad tha baroaetej of Ua brother. Sir WiUtan ; w h ereapoa he left 
PemfarcAiMhire and ta»k np hii reri d am ; * at PreatonAeld. Althongh ha had 
now determined to diMontinuo the practiee of hii profearioB, itiU be look an 
active interaat in pronotlag the atsd;' nd knciriedge of medioiDe in Scotland. 
In the 7«ar 1768, he wai mtaBimamdr etiMen present of the ooUege of pbTridana 
of Edinhnrgh. Aa a teetinio^f of the high awaae which hia preEndmal brethMA 
•Btart^od of hi* jNrrioet, a partnit af Um wa% hj a BBasbnaaa *oH hug ap 
in their ball 

Sir Alexander WA did not eonftaa h!a patriotic exertiona to the adranaemaat 
ef hi* own probaaon, bnt took an active ibare In nery imdeTtaking whioh he 
conorived Ukelj t« prore iMIteflcial to the oi^ of Edmbnrgb or ita neighhoarheod. 
Ik parUcnlar, the eUiaena were mneh iodebted to Um tor tb* t^rovements 
whi^ he effiioUd in Uie faighwaTs around the metrap<Ju. 

Sir Alexander waa twioa married — in April, 1TS6, to hii eoaln Janet, daa^^v 
of A1i»»aitd^r Did:, uarohaot In Edinborgh, bj whom he had Ave ohiMreo, Imt 
two daughter* <aij iorviTed him; and In Uueh, 1762, be inarriad Mar;, danghter 
of David Butler of PembrokeaUre, by whoa he had aaren ^ildron. Three lona 
aad three daaghten of tha lattw auniaga nrvired hin. Bavii^ attalnod the 
SSd year of Ue aga> with fkonltia* animptdred, he died oa the 10th of Noveiaber, 
178S { and hii death, nat witb ataadtag the very advanood ago he had reached, waa 
generallj lamented a* a Ion to lodetj. He wa* of a kind and ainiaUe dara«t«r, 
and ramarkaUe Cor the mlldnna* and awgataiaa of Ua dl^celtioa, and far tho 
mwearied *eal imd aattvi^ with which ho promoted the adTuaament of vodical 
knowledge In Ecotland, bb well u tha improvement and welfkre of Ua native citf . 

DICK (the Bererond) Jomr, DJ>., an eminent divine of the Seottiah Seocarion 
oburob, wa* bom at Aberdeen on the 10th October, 1761. Hi* tathor, the 
reverend Atotander Du^ a native of Kinroa^ waa minlater of the *rr^itft 
coogregatiDn of Seoodera in that mtj. 

Of the earlier yean of Dr Dit^ little mora ii kaown than that he dirth^nlahed 
Umaelf at the gtammar-tehool. On entering the nniverai^, in October, 1777, 
when la Ua thirteenth year, ha obtained a bnrury in King'a CoU^e, havii^ 
be^ preferred to oompetitor* of long ataodlog, 

Dr Dick entered on hii univernty oonrxe in King's College, whidi he had 
been induced to prefer to Marisohal'i, on aoconnt of the advaatage* to be deoived 
firom the bonary wliich ho bad obtained. Heee he (todied hnamnit^ miia 
profeaeor OgUvie, Greek under Leslie, and phikwopl^ undar ptofeMW Dnnha^ 
and on 30th March, 1781, he took the degree of A.M. 

On the BTrival of the period when it became neoe«»ai7 fbr Mm to chooca • 
prctfearion, he determined on devoting binuelf to the miniitrj in oonneotioa 
with the SeocHiOB, bnt to thli resolution many of hii fiiend* were oppoudi 
Bome of whom preiaed him to join the Soottiih eatabliihmen^ other* tha Epia- 
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oopal, wbile bi* fufaei wp w aJ sn avaniaa to hk dedkMipg h i — tl f to 
tk« nuMitrj tt all, hwm a ter th^ h* wh Mt at baact a&dentlj daroM to 
Uw ucrad amtg which b* deund t* amm». He, hMwmr, »dhM*d to hb 
original taaalu l ian, aad proeawiad to prapm Mmadf Mcordjagly. 

In 1780, aflac noda^olnf Ike mmbI •uwiMtioo, ha n* kdaittad hj dw 
AModata praifaytarjr of Perth ud DtefcwriMia, to attaadsMW i* the dnlnitr 
haU, Abardaen, tban nader tb« wpari n t w dane n of the eabbntad Jobo BmwD 
of Haddington, where he itudied far ft*e ranra, ipapdieg doainf thia line tta 
(laatai part (rf Ui TBcatioM with a pa t awal Bcle, ^w taok giMt paiw in 
inprorins the liingiiafa of hia y — n g ralaiiT*, and in iiiiniin hkt t* rid hi»- 
«alf of the proiiDdal paeulianliaa hy whkk it vu diafigutad. 

Oa antatiiv Ike dirinitir hiJl, a ••(¥ taaaAah l a HBpwavy «ha^« look 
f lane in Dt IHek^ pamwinl awnnaH. FHn haing uali i M aJy lively a*d gay 

"la dapaataant, he, I " 



tbwz inluaBca througfaeut the reat ef hia Ufa, ifUnb WM dhHngeiihid by a ain- 
gular flow ef animal ^iiih The oauaa of tWa dNWfe of nwrnar ia aaid 
to hare heaa oMtsin deep valigiaaa itnpteadiiaa whic h had imprintad thsBaalTaa 
on Ui niad, and had weighed on hia ^Inli durag the two yeaxi of hia allemd 



Dv Dick Mw devwtod biBwlr, in an eapaciBt aMMea, to dwi 
and pUMuad hia rtadiaa in thia dapartiaaat of laamtag with a wal and B«idutty 
whi^ loan jatiodnead him to aa iaUamta aad eateaara aequainboce with 
tba mote ealabiatad writaa tt aatiqnity. He alao lahoivad Bniduoiwly to 
aoqaiae a aaiiterj ef the EngtiA laagaaga, to eradiate SoettinMBa fren hii 
^Mch and nriiinga, and te aOaia a pun and aidant ityle ; a partait la whidi 
he was greatly aided by the nelobrated Dt BeMtie, wiM waa thaa remaned a 
nuitar la the art of oempeaitiaa. 

In I78S, Da Dick, who had new attained the age of twenlr^Hie, Neeired Ua 
licenaa at a piaad»ar from the Amaciala prMbytary of Perth and DunfcndiBe, 
^>d aoon lAerwardi h^|an to attract nottea by tba eleganee of hia aoiuuua, the 
gaaoeMnam of l>ii delitery, and the dignity and ferrour of bit Mannar in die 
pulpit Tba «oiiae<|iiaM» of thii ItroutaUe inprattioa wu, Aat ho reaairad - 
ahiwdy after being lioeiued, riiaakanaoat ealb lt«M three atTaral eongragi^ 
lieMa,— Ihaia of SeoBa,Huatelbuifh,aBd Slalalbrd, naarEdinbHrgh.todifllart 
aamoil of i^idt he wot appointed by th» tyaod, and w>t erdainad on die SStb 
October, 1786, at the age (^ twenty-two. 

With thia appointment Dt Dick wo* hiraaelf highly giatlHed. He likad the 
lituatioD, and toon bectme warmly attached to hi* people, who, in their torn, 
fitrmed Uie itrongect attachment to Mm. During the fint year of hi* miaiit^ 
be lired with Dr Peddie of Edinburgh, there being no reridenca for him in 
the Tillage. One, bowerer, wai built, nnd at the end of the period naand, he 
ramoTod to it, and added to bit other punulu the culture of a garden whldi 
bed been atiignad him, dnd in which he took great delight A few yean 
aflerwardi he married Miu Jane Corentry, Hcond daughter of the rererend 
George Corentry of Stitchell in Boxburghihire ; a connexion which added 
greatly to hit oomfort and happineaa 

Dr Diok'i habitt were at thit dnte, at indeed they alto were throughout the 
whole of hit life, eatremely regular and actife. He rote erery morning be- 
fore lix o'clodc and began to itudy, allowing hinitelf only fi^om two to three 
houn' recreation in the middle of the day, when he vitited hit frienda, 
or iNilked alone Into the country. Not wat hi* hbour light, for, although a* 
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exoalleot «xt«mpoT« ipesker, be alwajn wrote the diicounet h« meant ta de^ 
lirer, in order to eniure that accuracy and elegance or language which, he 
rightly coDCaired, coulA not be (Mimoianded, or at lenit depended on in eitent- 
poisneou* oratory. The conaequence of thit care and anxiety about hii com^ 
potitioni na« a lingular clearneM, condien«H, and liniplicity of style in hii 
•ermana. Nor wat he leu happy in the matter than the manner of hi* 
diicourtea. The former woi exceedingly Taried and comprehcniire ; em- 
bracing nearly the whole range of theology. 

In 17S3, tno yeari after his settlement at Slateford, Ur Dicic made hii first 
appearanot aa an author. In that year he publuhed a lermon, entitled " The 
Conduct and Doom of False Teachers," a atep luggeated by the publication of 
" A Fractical Essay on the tleath of Christ, by Dr M'Uill of Ayr," in which 
Sodnian opinions were openly maintained. The general aim of Dr Dick'i 
discouna woi to expOM oil corrupter* of the truth, particularly tboee, who, like 
Dr IH.'Gill, disseminated erron, and yet continued to hold ofllca in a clkurch 
vrhose need was ortliodox. During all the debates in this caie, which took 
place before the General Atsimbly, Dr Dick attended, and look a deep interest 
in all the pn»ceediaga connected with it which occurred in that court 

Tlie subject of this menKdi did not appear again as an author till 1706, 
when he published anotlier eermon, entitled " Confessions of Fnith shomt to 
be neoenary, and the Duty of Churches n-ith respect to them Explained." 
This sermon, whidi was esteemed a aingularly able production, had its origin 
in a controrersy then agitated on the subject of the Weitminiler ConfeMton of 
Faith In relation to leceder* who were inrolTed in an inconsistency by retain- 
ing the fanner entire, while, contrary to ila spirit, they threw off spiritual al- 
legiance to magisterial authority. In thit diacourse Dr Didc recommends that 
coniessiona of faith should ba often rerised, and endeavour* to do atray the 
prejudice which prerents that biing done. 

From thi* period till ISOO, the doctor^ literary productions consisted whol- 
ly of occasional contributions to the Christian Magaaina, a monthly publication 
conducted by rariou* minister* belonging to the two largest brandies of the 
Secession. The contributions alluded to, were distinguislied by the signature 
Chorepiacopu*. But in the year abore named the able work appeared on 
which Dt Dick's reputation as a writer and theologian now cbisBy rests. This 
wa* " An Essay on the Inspiration of the Scripture* ;** a production which was 
receUed with great applause, and which made the author's name widely known 
throu^out the religious world. The popularity of this work iva* so great thai 
it went through three edition* during Dr Dick's lifetime, and a fourth, on which 
he meditated certain alterntjon*, which, however, he did not live to accomplish, 
wa* called for before his death. 

Dr Didc bad now been fifteen yean resident at Slateford, and In this time 
had been twice called to occupy tlie place of his father, who had died in the 
inteml; but the synod, in luirmony witli his own withes, declined both ot 
tbase Inritatiou*, and continued him at Slateford. The lime, however, 
bad DOW u-rived whan a idiBnge of residence was to take place. In 1801, he 
was called by the congregation of GreylVian, Glasgow, to be colleague to the 
reverend Alexander Firia, and with this call the synod complied, Dr Dick him- 
self eipr««*ing no opinion on the subject, but leaving it wholly to the former 
to decide on the propriety and expediency of his removal The parting of 
the doctor with his congregation on this occasion iras exceedingly affecting. 
Their attadiment to each oiher was singularly strong, and their separation pro- 
portionally painful. 

Having repaired to Glasgow, Dr Dick was inducted, a* colleague and 
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o hii nen chirg«, ona of the olilNt and vealthieit in Ihe BeMuion 
diurch, OQ Ihe 91U Ala;, 1801. FreTionily to the doctor'! iodudion, a large 
portion of the DHunben of the congregBtion had witfadrviirn to a party nho 
termed IbenMelTM the Old Light; but the diligence, leal, and talenli of ila 
niiniiten ipeedily reitored the churdi to iti original protperity. 

From thii period nothing more ranutrkable occurred in DrDick'i life than what 
la oompriiad in the fuilowiDg brief lutumary of oTenti, In 1810, he lucoeed- 
ed, by tho death of Dr Pirie, to the lole charge of the Greyfriar*. In ISIS, 
he receired the degree of Doctor of Divinity from the college of Princetoim, 
New Jeraey, and in the Ibllowing year he pubiiahed a rolume of lermoni. In 
I8S0, Iw wia choien to tbe chair of theological profeMor to the Aaiodate 
Synod in room of Dr lAinon of Selkirlc, nho died in 1819 ; an appoinlment 
which InTolred a flattering iMtimony to hii merili, being the moit honourable 
place in tlie gift of hi* conununion. Yet hii modeity vouid iure declined it, 
luid not liii friendi insiated on hii accepting it. For lix yean lubcequent to 
hi) taking the tlieolt^ical disir, Dr Dick continued loIe profeaior, but at tlia 
end of that period, ric, in 1S3S, a nen profanorihip, intended ta embrace 
biblical literature, ivaa eitabliihed, and the Bar. Dr John Mllcheil wai ap- 
pointed to the iltuation. From thia period Dr Dick'i iaboun irere united niUi 
thnie of the learned gentleman jutt named. 

On the retirement of the earl of Glaigon from the preiidentthip of llie 
Auxiliary Bible Sodely of Glnigon, io coniequence of the controreny raised 
regarding the drculation of the Apocrypha, Dr Dick nai choien to that office, 
and in March, i 333, he wai elected preeident alio of ttte Glaigow Voluntary 
Church Aatociation, to tlie futUieiance of whoie object* he lent all hii influence 
and tolenti. But hi* actira and Toiuabla life wai now drening to a cloie, and 
iu loit public act tvoi at hand, Thii mi hii attending e meeting on the SSrd 
January, 1833, fn which the lord proroat of the city pretided, for the purpoae 
of petitioning the legialature regwding the tanctiScotion of the •abbetb. On 
thii occaiion Dr Dick waa intiuated with one of the reaoiulioni, and delirered 
n rery animated addrau to tlie large and reipectable aanmblage which the ob- 
ject alluded to had brought togetlier; thai abowing' that, oooiiitenl]; with the 
opinioDi he maintained ai to the power of the civil magiitrate in inatteraof 
reliG'ioa, he conld join In an application to FarHament for the protection of the 
(acred da; agniait the encroaohmenCi of worldl; and nngodly men. 

On the tame evening Dr Dick attended a meeting of the teuion of Grey- 
friori, to make arrangement* for the celebration of the Lord*! Supper, but on 
going home he wa* attacked with the complaint, a dlieote In the interior of the 
ear, which brought on hii deatli, afier sn iilnei* of only tiro dnyi' duration. 
Thii excellent nmn died on the SSlh January, 1833, in tlie lixty-ninth year 
of hi* age, the forty-ievenlh of hi* raioiitry, and tlie thirteenth of hi* profe*- 
lonhip. Hii remain! »ere Interred in the High churchyard of Gloigon on 
the lit of February following, amidit-ecprenion* of regret whidi unequivocally 
indicated the high eilimation in whidi he wa* held. About a year after hia 
death, hii theological lecturei were publiihed in four volume!, 8vo, with « 
memoir prefixed. 

It only remain* to be added, that Dr Dick, during the period of hii 
minlitry in Glaigow, attracted much notice by the delivery of a leriei of 
inonlhly Sabbath evening ledurei on the Acti of the Apoitlei, which were 
afterwardi publithed at interval* in two Tolume*; and, on a lecond edition 
being called for, were collected in one volume. Tbeae lecturei, which were 
followed up by a *erlei of diicoune* on llie divine ntCributei, are reckoned 
modeli for the expoiiiiou of the Holy Scripturci. 
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P1CE60III, Dated, »a emlBMt Pl^b^riM divine of tbe seiwitocaith omtarj, 
otwhtm Wodrow rMMrk^Uut, -if ewr » Soot* Biogimphf Md tt« li»M of 
onr eminenl minirtm md ChrWk— b« prtliAed, ha will ■»» Uera m a 
«Ur of tho ftwt MigMtod*." EewrfcaW* not mwrfy Sw tli« pwt he toiA in 
irablio affairt— lit. pMM*iDg produeed the nwrt vloaiaUBK ««wt» i» *• e»riy 
pwt of tfce eenhiry in which b* BtkL Flominy, In hii work on tl»« 
of the Scriptores," Bay" <rf Dioison'a 
IB few Sabbatiia did pMi witbont 



PwUUIins 

tliat for a Moiderahle 

oTidentlj oanrerted, o 



proof of the power of God aecoMp—jioy hii Word. And truly (ho kddi) tUi 
gwat ipring-(ide, a. I »i^ «im, o' *» g««pel. waa not of a *ort tiaae, bat of 
Bona Tears' uontinuanoe; yea, thna Hke » ipMadbiK moor-bwn, tbo power ef 
BDdlinMi £d adTance fton one place to another, wUcb pnt a mamilou Inatro 
Ml thwe pwto of tho (W«»liy, the aawonr wheroof brooght many froBi other parti 
Of the land t« eee »■ troth." We may be pemiUad te doroU a l*w pBgee to 
the hiBloiT of a man Abs reeoroMndoa by bii great pablie umAiIdm^ bis taloQtB, 
and Tirtoes. 

Tha Mtjeet of o«r MTiaitive wa« a satiTe of Gkagow, i» wbiA litj hi* fatfaer, 
Mm DLcfe, or ZKchaon, waa * nerdunt The latter wae poMeand of oon^der 
able wealth, sad the proprietor of khe land* al Aa Kirk of die Hair, m the 
pariah of St NiniaiiH, and barony of Fiotry. He mJ Ua wife, beth paneM ef 
•miDaat piety, had bean M*et*l yean muried without diiUm, ^on diey en- 
twed late a Mletnn tow, that, if the Lord woiU giT* than a MM, they wotdd 
deT(«e kin to the ferrice of kU Auni. A day wa* i^patated, and Aair 
chriMian towMmen ware lefMaled to join wUi tbam in fiMting and prayer. 
Withort fiirUwr dMail of thi* Hory, we diali Barely «y, th« Mr Darid Dick- 
■on, their aon, wai ban in tha Tron itraet (or Trangate) ef Glaegow, im. 1SS3 ; 
but tiie TOW wBi io far forgot, that be waa educated fix narcantile purraila, in 
lAidi he wai emiBently unwieceaiful, and the mwm of Boch pecmuwry baa to 
hi* pareata. This eircuMtanoe, added to a M*«ra iUaeaa ef their aoo, led hir 
parent! to remember Ihair iwt ; BIr Dh^wn mm than " pK to hia atudyea, 
aad what «ninMt aeniea ha did in bii gvnar^oB ia Icnowen." ' 

Soon titer taki/tg tha d^rm of warier of ar«i, Mr HdtMfli waa appMatod 
one of the regenta or prefeaton of philaaophy in tha WHv«vMty of Gbigew ; 
a ntoatiaa held at that period in aU the Soettadi ceUegei by young men, who 
had juBt finished their academical caceer, and were deatined (cm the ehor^ 
" The ceutae of stady wUdi it tna their duty to cendaet, was cakKlaled te fonn 
habiM of aerere application in early life, and to give thoat great fiwility both in 
writiDg aad in ipefikiBi;, The uniieiBtiei bad tho aihamage of their lerrice* 
dnring Ae ligour of hiii ; when they were uDaneunlMied by doBoertic txmi, 
and when tbey felt how nMid thew TCpntation and incerert depended on the 
«e«ioini which they made. After nrring a few yean, (Mldem mcwe than 
eig:ht, or len dion four,) they genetally obtained appointmenti in the chunk, 
Md thui tramfened te asoAer MA *« intdleetuai indualry and aptitade for 
commuBioUing knowledge by whkh they bed diMingiMted themBelTea in the 
uniTonity. It nuy well be conceived, thK by atimloting and esenplifyiog 
diligence, their influence on their brethren in the miniitry wa« not lea* conai- 
deraUe than on the pariihienen, who more diiectty wijoyod the benefit of 
■ and experience, more raatnre than can he e^Mted from auch sa 
""" But wo mart ratam 



1 Wodnw'i Ansltcto, U3. AdTontca' Libiary, I. IKL Wodraw'i Lib sf Dicboa, pn- 
fixed 10 Trulh'» Tictory oier Error, p. i. 
> Rsuort of tbe royal commiHian tor TldUiur the Scoltlih univerdttca, 1S3I, p. 8E1. 
.,.■..; .1 — . .u, i_i — >!_>. I.. ,.-_>. —k™ .u^ ,;(„i[ the oath of offing 



AoDthupractioaBt tU> pNlod was, that the ngenu, vi 
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from a d^reMioa, wMdi Msmed dmsmu; in order to w^lun a ij-itoH nhid 
U no ka^r ponued, 

Wi Dickwn miiaiaAd ferenl yean st Glatgoti, and nu emitientl; UMful in 
tMcUi^ Ike diflbraat brandiM ^ litantise and letenoe, and in direOiDg the 
mindi of hii itudonti to the ond t» wUeh ail aut^ attainmonti abould lead them 
— tbe cnhimian of tme pietjr. But in Bocordaace with the cuMom alnftdy 
noticed, ke «•« now vemorvd to a laoBe hniounble, thou^ cvrtaaily mora 
baiBidcMB oiling. In the yor 1616, 1m ma wdaiited tniniater of Irrine. At 
IUb period, it wotiUaffieRr he had paid bat little attention to thefttbject«f chordi 
geriemineBt ; a diwnnitaiine, the more ramaricahle, when we conuder the keen 
diicaaaioiH between th* preabytenant and ^jacoptliana en audi queMiona. 
But the year in which he had entered on kii miniitry, wa« too eTentflit to be 
orerlooked. The general anembly had agreed to the fire oeremoniei now 
known at dw Perth artitdea, and a deae examination conrinced IHr Diduon 
that Aey wtre maeoflmtl. Soni afierwaida, wken a aarere iUncN bnmght 
him near death, be c^Mily detlared agaioat theoi ; and, no aooner hod Law, 
the aMhbislMp of Glaagov, beard of i^ than he ww auauaooed befwe the court 
of higb cwamiMJOB. Ha acooniln^y qipeared, but dedined the juriadicdoii of 
the eoiBt, on aeconnt «f wUdi, ientenoe of depriration and coniinement to 
TonifrwaipBHediVMi Ub. Hia frienda pnrailed apon the aichbiBhop U 
reatore kin, on condition tfcat he wooU wilhdiaw hia dwUnature ; a condition 
irith wki<k he woiM not comply. Soon aOar, i^w yielded ao far a* to allow 
turn to ntnm to hia paridi, if be would come to hia caule, and withdraw the 
pnpw from the hall-tai>Ie without aeeing him ; tern which Mr DickiOB ^lunied, 
aa being *' bat jogging in aBeh a weighty mattor," At length, he wa penait- 
ted in Jiriy, 1623, to retvn uneom^tionally.' 

AAar aoticing the deep ioqmaioo Hr Dickien made upon the minda of bni 
lienan, Hr Wodi«w giraa oa the fidlowing aocoont of hi* miniateriB] laboon at 
Irrine :— " Mr Dicfcaoa had hii week-day aermon apon the Monday*, Ae inor- 
Int day* Aen at Inine. Upon the Sabbath eteniaga, many penena ander aoul 
diitnw, aaed to reaort to bia haeM aflar aenaon, when oanally tie ipont an hour 
or two in aw a w ering tteir caan, and directii^ and comfixting thosa who were 
cast down ; in all whidi he had an extiaordinBry talent, indeed, he had the 
tongue «f the leaned, and loew how to ^leak a word in aeaaon to the weary 
nuL In a large hall be had in hia heme at Irnne, there would haTe been, aa 
I am iofermed by old efaaiadana, aereial aeorea of aoaioat cbriatiaaa waiting for 
Ub when he eame fren tbe diuicb. Tboae, widi the pet^e round dw town, 
wiw cave in to Ae nmrfaat at Irnne, made Ae churcfa aa throng, if not dtreng- 
91, OB the Mtmdaya, aa on the Lord'* day, by llieae wMk-day Nrmoni. Tbe 
feoutua Stowaiton ffi^nm wai b^nn abevt the year 1G90 ; and ^read from 
hauM to houM ftr OMUty mile* in the riiath where Stewarttra water nnu on both 
Mdea of it. Satan endeareuiod to bring a repreooh upon the Mriooa persona 
who were at that time nndar tbe conrinciiig work of the Spirit, by running 
some, ■eemiugly under lerioui concern, to exeeMee, both in tinu of aermon, and 
in fitmiliea. But tbe I>ard eniibled Mr Diekian , aad other nuniaten who dealt 
with Ihraa. to act so pmdont a part, aa Satan's design was much digappointed, 
and saUd, aeiiow, piaotiaal rebglaa Aauridted mightily in the west of Scotland 
about this tiiM, eren laider tlie borWi^ of prelacy." 

AboM Q» year 1636^ vm* of the Scottidi dergymen aeltled among thelt 

sboald (UsgetewMaM tWirdnrnln the svnit of marrying. MrJamn Dnlrjiniila (aC- 
temu^Uie Tbeouut of Stair) lu^ng msnied while a r^enC at Glaagow in 1613, demitleJ, 
but was respcKrialtd.— iMd. 
■ Wodnjw'i mamoir of Dickam, p. 12, 13. UviogtUm't Ctaaiactsilitio, ediU ITTS, p. SI- 
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countrymen, who liod emigmled to the north of Ireland. Wbilo they were 
permitted to preach, they had been hig|hly uieful ; hut the Jriih prelntei did 
not long nlloiT them to remain unmoletted: they felt the progren of their 
opinions, and wilh a zeal, tvhich, in attempting to promote, often defeat! iu 
omi caute, detentiined to silence, or oblige the precbyleriani to conform. In 
1G37, Robert Blair and John LiringitoD, againit whom iTananti had been 
itsued, after lecreting theioielTet near the cooit, came over to Scotland. Tbey 
were receired by Mr Diduon nt Irrine, and >rere employed occationally in 
preaching for him. He had been xaiTied that thii would be leized upon by 
the hiihopi BB a pretext for depoiing him, but he would not deviate from what 
he coniidered liig duty. He uai, therefore, again called before the high com- 
tnission court ; but we ore only told, that " he toon got rid of thii trouble, tlis 
bishops' power being now on the decline." 

In the (ummer of the lame year, lereral minitten were charged to buy and 
receive the Service Book ; a measure which produred the moit important conte- 
guence*. Mr John Liringatou, in hia autobiogmphy, hat truly laid that the 
■ubtequent changes in the church took their riM from two petition* pimented 
upon Ihii occasion. Many othen followed, and their prayer being refuted, ln< 
crenied the number and demondi of tlie petitioners ; they required die abolition 
of the high commiuion, and exemption from the Perth nrticlea. TheM were 
dill refused, and their number wai now so great aa to form a targe nugority oi 
the miniiten and people. The presbytery of Irrine joined in the petition, at 
the initigation of Mr Didison, and throughout the whole of the proceeding! 
which follon-ed upon it, we thall find him taking an actire, but moderate port. 

When the general aaiembl; of 163S was conroked, Darid Dioluon, Hobert 
Baillie, and William Ruwell, miniiter at Kilbimie, were appointed to represent 
the presbytery at Irvine, and '' to propone, reason, rote, and conclude according 
lo the word of God, and confession spproren by sundry general anembliee." 
Mr Diclison and a few others were objected to by the king's party, as being 
Under the censure of the high commiision, but they proved fiie injustice of the 
proceedings against them, and were therefore admitted members. He seems to 
have borne a zealous and useful part in thia great ecclesiastical council : hi* 
speech, when the commissioner threatened to leave them, ii mentioned by Wod' 
row wilh much approbation ; but the historian has not inserted it in his memoir, 
as it was too long, and yet too important and nervous to be abridged. A discourse 
upon Arminianisin, delivered at their eleventh session, is also noticed, of nhidi, 
principal Baillie says, that be " refuted all thoae erroi* in a new way of his 
own, at some yean ago he had conceived it in a number of Sermons on the new 
Covenant Mr David's discourse was much at all hit things, extempore ; bo lie 
could give no double of it, and his labonr went away with his speech."* An 
oftoTt was made at this period by John Bell, one of the minitten of Glasgow, 
to obtain Mr Dickton tor an atsittant, but the exposition of lord ^lioton and 
that of Mr Baillie in behalf of the presbytery of Irvine, were niSdeut to delay, 
Uiough not to prevent, the appointment. 

In the short campaign of 1Q3!), are^ment of 1300 men, of whidi tJie earl 
of Loudon was appointed coroner (or colonel), and Mr Dickson, chaplain, wai 
raised in Ayrshire. The unsatisfactory pacification at Berwick, however, re- 
quired that the Scots should disband their army, and leave the adjustment of 
e'tril and eccletiai^cal dilferences to a parliameut and assembly. Of the latter 
court, Mr Dickson was, by a laige majority, diosen moderator ; a situatlou 
whidi he filled with great judgment and moderation. In tile tenth seaion, a 
dM wat presented to him ^m the town of Ola^w, but the vigorous inter. 
• Baillls's printed Lalleli and Jonnials, 1. ISS. 
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lerenca of lord EgYmtoD, and of hii own pariihionen, contributed Mill to delay 
faU remoTsL Hit speech at the concluiion of the BMembly, a* gireii by Steren- 
i»n, display* much mildnen, and fornu a itrikin^ contnit to the deep laid plant 
formed by tlie kitig'i party, to deceire aad cninare Q» ScotU'ah clergy. 

Soon aftemardi (1640), Mr Dickson receirad an appointment of a much 
more public and impM-bint nature than any he had yet held. A commiuion 
for Visiting the univeraity of Glugow hnd been appointed by the SMenibly of 
IfiSS, to tba memben of vhich, the principal bad made himielf obnoxioa*, by 
ft itrong Icaoing towards episcopacy. It \rat renevred in aubiequeni yean, nrd 
introduced WTCral important changes. Among these nu the institution of a 
•epnrtite professorship of dirinity, to vhich, a competent lodging and a salary 
of jCSOO Scots was attached. This situation Iiad been long destined for Mr 
Diclcson, and when he entered upon the duties of it, he did not disappoint tho 
expectations of the nation. Not tinly did he interpret the sniptures, teach 
catuistical divinity, and hear the discounei of his students, but Wodrow informs 
lit, that he preached erery Sunday forenoon in Uie high church. 

We find Mr Diduon taldng an actire part in the anembly of I G'lS. Soiue 
complaintB had been nuide of the continuance of episcopal ceremonies, such as, 
repeating the doxology, and Iineeling, and Alexander Henderson the modera- 
tor, David Colderwood, and Mr Dickson, were appointed to prepare the draught 
of » dinctory for public worship. It had, we are informed, the elTect of quiet- 
ing the spirits of the discontented. This is Ute only public transaction in which 
we find him employed while he remaned at Glasgow. 

The remaining erents in Mr Dickson's life may be soon enumerated. In 
IS 50, he was appointed professor of dirinity in the unirenity of Edinburgh, 
where he dictated in Latin to his students, what has since been published in 
English, under the title of " Trutli's rictory orer Error." Mr Wodroir men- 
tions, that the gfreater part of the ministers in the west, south, and east of Scot- 
land, had been educated under him, either at Glasgow or Edinburgh. There 
Mr Dickson continued till the Restoration, when he was ejected fur refusing to 
take tfas oath of supremacy. The great change which took place so rapidly in 
the ecclesiastical establishment of the country, preyed uponhiin, and underuiined 
his constitution. 

His last illness is thus noticed by Wodrow. "In December, lii63, he felt 
extremely weak. Mr John Liringston, now suffering for the sane cause with 
him, and under a sentence of banishment for reflising llie foresaid oath, came 
to visit Mr Dickson on liis death-bed. They had been intimate friends near fifty 
years, and now rejoiced tt^lher, as fellow confessors. When Mr Livingitcn 
asked the professor how he found himself, his answer was, ' I hare taken oil my 
good deeds and all my bad deeds, and cast them through eadi other in a henp 
before the Lord, and fled from both, and betaken myself to the Lord Jeaus 
Clirist, and in him I hare sweet peace.' Mr Dickson's youngest ton gare my 
informer, a worthy minister yet alire, tliis account of his Guher'a death. Hat- 
ing been TSry weak and low for soma days, ho called all his family together, 
and spoke in particular to each of them, and when he had gone through them 
all, he pronounced the words of apostolical blessing, S Cor, xiii. 14, with much 
grarity and solemnity, and then put up his hand, and closed his own eyes, and 
without any struggle or apparent pain immediately expired in the arms of his 
son, my brother's informer," in the year 1663." Tliis period has been noticed 
by some of our historians as particularly calamitous. In the coune of a few 
years, when the church most required their support, the deaths of Dickson, 
Duiham, Baillie, Bomiay, Rutherford, and many others are recwded.' 
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Of Mr DkkiM^ woriu ti» indofatigsble Wodmr lui girea a minuta ao- 
counk By thew he is b«at known, and it u periiapt Am bert aulogium that 
could be pnwounced upon them, that they hare stcMd llw teat of neariy tw» 
hundred yean, and are itJU hi^ily nhied. 

His ComnieDtariea on the Pialma, on the Gotpel of St Matdiew, on tiie EpU. 
ties, (Uid on that to the Hebrem, whidi ma {oinled aepantely, wei« the r«- 
■ulta of a plan framed amoug mmm of the moat eminent miniil«n of the Scot- 
Uih church for publishing " (bort, ^ain, and pisctical expcaitioiii of the irht^ 
Bihle." To the Mme Murc* we are indebted tnw lome of the w-oriu of 
Dorham, FeiguKin, Hutchiaon, &c, but the plan waa nerer fully carried into 
effect, and seraral of die espoaitiou in Wodrow'i time itill remained in mftnu. 
script Mr Dickun's Tieatite on the PromiiM, published at Dublin in 1630, 
ISnio, is the only other wock printed during hi* life, with the exception of 
Mine e^iemeral productions, arising out of the controTeny with die docton of 
Aberdetto, and the dispuM between the rsMiutionen and proteaters. A few 
poems «n religloua subjeela are meothuied by Wodroir, but they are long tinoe 
^it« fwgetten. 

Mr Dickson's " IlieiBpeutica Saciv, or caiea of oonsdenoe lesolnd,'' hw 
been printed both hi LsLin and English. On the S5lh of -July, 1661, be ap- 
plied to the privy council for liberty to publish the English renion, and Faiv- 
fouIjOflerwardsBTchbishop ef Glasgow, was appointed to eiaaine and report Hpon 
iL " Now, indeed," says Wodron, sBrcasttcally, " the world was dionged in Soot- 
land, when Mr Fairfoul is pitdied upon to rerise Mr Darid Dickscm, protea- 
for of dirinity, his bodis." What was the reaub of this application is not 
known ; it is only certain that no Either prepress was made in the attainment 
«f this Inject till 1663, after the author's death. On the S3d of March lh«t 
year, hia aon, Mr Alexander Didcion, professor iif Hebrew in the uniTeiuty of 
Edinburgh, again ^^lied to the kirda of the couodl, iriio in October granted 
license to print it without reitrictioiu" It was scoordingly published in 1 66i, 

Tb« last woric wbidi we have to notice is " TruA's victory orer Error," 
whidb ^nu) tranilated by the eccentric George Sinclair, and published as hia 
own in 1684. What his object io doing io wai, Wodrow does not determine, 
but only remarics that if (and we think there is no doubt in the matter) it waa 
" with the poor riew of a Utile glory to himself, it happened to him as it 
generally docs to aelfseeking and private apuiled penons eren in this present 
state." In accordance with the prerailing cu&tinn of the times, many of Mr 
Diduon's students had copied hii Dictates, and Sindaii's trick waa soon and 
eatUy detected. One of them inserted in the running title Iha line^ 



"Nb« 



on In tills book I see, 
. where D J), ahmild be. 



The fint edition, with the author's name, was printed at Glasgow, in 1795> 
and has prefixed to it a memoir of the author, by Wodrow, to whidi we hate 
already alluded, and to wbidi we are indebted for many of the bets mentioned 
in this article.' 

DOIG, Db DxTm, the son of a small brmer in the coonty of Angus, ma bom 
in the year 1719. Hia UJbtx dying while he was sdll an infant, he waa in- 

s History of thiBnfT oftb«charchof8c(ifisnd,nf. ISE8. 

* Wodniw, in hi* AdbIkIi, MS. Advootei' Ubnuy. sMsduwnthsfbllciwfivdiaracteriMk 
onocdots of Mr Didaan: " I heani tbatwliaii Mr David Dickwn tuae In la sveths lady 
Etflintoune, who at the time hod with her ths lady Wiglon, CulnM, be, and tbey all ane^ 
•^ him Tory much, he nid, ' Udlss, if nil this Undness be to me as Mr David Dickson, 1 
Clin [rendeij fou noo thanks, but if it be loms ai a eeivBiit of mj maeter, and for his lolie^ 
Itokeitall weeL'" 
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debled for MtrntenM to a itefblhat, ytIm, ■ltboaf|;fa in reiy nodarato drcunw 
■bUMwi, sod burdened wilb s young fanuly, diidurgvd (o bim tbe duty of an 
•AbetioB&te pannt. Prom a. eonititutioiMl d«fcct of sycaight, h« wu tirelre 
yean of age before b« bad Jumed to rond ; b« wm enabled, bewerer, by tbe 
quicknes* of bii inteUeet, and tka conitancy tf bu ap[di«ati<H), amyly to tedeem 
his lo(t time : hii progrea mm to rajud, that after tbiee yean' atiendanca at 
the panx^iial icbool, he itai tbe mcEeHfiil candidate for a bunaty in tbe uni- 
T«nit; (^8t Andieiii. Haring finiibed the uiuol elenentary ccme of dauical 
and ^iloiophkal e<hicatio(i, be took the degree of bacbeloi of arti, and com- 
mMkoed tbe itudy of dirinity, but mi prerented ftooi coinptedng hi* itadiea by 
MBee eoaMieDtieue eonifdee regarding certain <it the artidM in the pred>yteTian 
GonfeMloa of bilk Tbin diverted tnta hii original intention of entering the 
churoh, be laaght for Mrersl yean, (be parodiial icboek of Monifeith in Argot, 
and Kennoway and Falkland In FifMiit*. Uii great lepalation at a teacher 
tbeN obtained for him, from tbe magiitratea of Stirling, tbe appeintment of 
rector of the grammar idiool <tf that town ; irhidi aitutUioB be continEied to fill 
irith Ae gieatect ability for upwaida of ferty yean. It i« a curioui ooinct- 
dence, that on one and the tmie day, be teMived irom the unirenity ot 8t 
Andrews a diploma ai nuMer of aiti, and from the uniTernty of Glaigow, the 
honwary degree of iotsba <^ hmu — S* Do^ died March 16tb, 1600, at the 
age of eighty-one. 

In addition to a profound knowledge of the Greek and L«tin langnagei, both 
ef which he wrote with claerical parity, Dr Doig bad made himielf nuiter of tbe 
Hebrew, Arabic, and other oriental langnagM, and wa* deeply reieed in tbe 
hietory and Utentore of the Eart, Of hie proficiency In the more abebniae 
leamiBg, he hai afforded ^undant yieof in hii diiaertstiona on Mythology, 
ISgtttriu, and Phildogt/, which were written at tbe requett of hia intiinala 
friend, and the coBipanion of hii locial boon, tbe Ber, Dr George Gleig, and 
publiibed in the Encyclopendia Britannica ; of nbich work, that able and inge- 
nioui clergyman edited the lait Tolumee, and waa himaelf the author of many of 
the mort valuable articles which the book centaiBO. That part of the Encydo- 
pHdia contaiiUBg tbe article Philoiot/y, written by Dt Drag, baring been puh- 
liihed in the same week with a JUnertiUioti on the Grttk turd, by Dr Vin- 
cent, afterwards Dean of Wertninatr, that anther was so much itrui^ with the 
coincidence, in many points, wttb bia own opiniong, that be cemneneed an 
epiitolary eorreipondence with Dr Doig : and them two eminent philolegiilt, 
by frequent eommunication, aautted and anoom^ed each other in their re- 
■eordies on these Hibjecti. The nme liberal interchange of sentiment diano- 
teriaed Dr Doig^ oorre^Hmdence with Hr Bryant, in their mutual inqniries on 
the lobject of ancient mythology. Amongst other pro<rfi whidli Dr Doig gave 
of hii profound leamii^, was a DiMertatitm on t/it AntieiU H^eutt, published 
in the Trunctiom of tbe royal lociety of Edinhui^fh. ' 

The moH remarkable event of Dr Doig's lileiary life, howwrec, was hii 
controveny with lord Kamea. That eminent pbil<xoplMr, in hii Eany on Man, 
had mnintuned, as the foondataon of his lyitem, that man was originBtly in an 
entirely ravage state, and that by gradual improvement, be rose to hit preaent 
condition ef divenified dTilintion. Theae <^inioni were combated by Dr 
Doig, who endeavoured to prove, that they were neither Kpperted by sound 
reason, nor by biitorical Suet; while they woe at the same time irrecondleable 
with the Mosaic account of the creaticm. In the bible, the hittorical details of 
tbe eailiot period preaent oian in a comparatively advanced state of dviliia- 
tion ; and if we resort to jo^ane biittHy, we find that die eorlieat historical 
records are confirmatory of tbe Mwred books, and represent drilimtion ai dow> 
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]iig rMHn lliow portion* of tlie glob»— from the banki of the Eupliratea and th« 
Nile — wliidi the biblical biMory detcribM a» the teat of the esrlieit cirilimtion. 
Slodern liiitory ia ofually Earouiable to Dr D<ng^ ayilem. In Ilattem Aaia, 
nre find natioDa remaining for thouaanda of year* in identically the same ttate 
of improTement, or if they hare mored at all, it hat been ft v«trograde raoTft- 
nient. In Africa alio, ve perceiTe man in prediely the aame condition in 
irliich the Greek and iioman miten repreaent lilm to hare been two ihouaand 
yean ajo. Europe alone ftTordi an example of progreai in cirilization, and that 
progreti may be «aaily traced to intercoune with tlie eottem nation*. Man ■eem* 
to pone** no power to adnuice unaniitAd, beyond the Gnt «tage of barbariim. 
According to Dr Robertaon, " in erery itaga of aoclety, the faculties, the tenti* 
ment*, and tlie deiire* of men, are io accommodated to their o\ya atate, that 
they become itnndardi of exoallence to tbemaelrea ; they afHic the idea of per- 
feclion and hsppineu to thoee attainment* which reaembJe their own, and where- 
erer the object* of enjoyment to whidi they hare been accuatomed are wanting, 
(snlidantly pronounce a pe<^ie to be barbwou* and miwrahle." The impedi^ 
ment* which prejudice and national xanity thui oppose to improTement were 
mainly broken ^wn in Europe by the cniiade* and their coniequencei, whereby 
the driliiation of the Eait wa« difTiued through the aereral nation* in Europe. 
America preienta the only inilsnce of a people haying advanced contiderably in 
citilization unaiiitted, apparently, by external intercoune. The Mexican* and 
Ferurian*, when tint diacoTCred, n-ere greatly more cirilized than the iurmund- 
ing tribe* i but although thi* be admitted, yet, ai it itill remain* a debateable 
question whence the people of America deriTed their origin, and a* the nio«t 
plwuible theory repr4*enl* thera a* having migrated from tlie nation* of eaitem 
Aaia, it may, after all, be contended, that the Mexicani and rerurian* had 
rather retrograded than adranced, and that, in truth, they only retained a 
portion of the ciriliiation which tliey originally derired from tlie anmo common 

Dr Doig'i controTsny with lord Kamee wtia maintained in tivo letter* ad* 
dreued to hi* lordihip, but whijih were not publi*hed until 1793, aereral year* 
after the death of lonl Kame* ; they led, howarer, to an immediate intimacy 
between the controTertiala, of Ihe commencement of whidi we have an intereil- 
Ing anecdote. — Ihe fint of theee letter* " dated from Stirling, hut without the 
■ubacription of the writer, wai trantmitted to lord Kamei, who wai tlien paning 
Ihe chriatma* Tacation at BlaiivDrununond ; hi* curioaity wai rou*ed to diacorer 
the author of a compo^tion whidi bore oridence of a mott uncommon degree ot 
learning and ingenuity. In convening on the iubject irith an intimate friend, 
Dr (jrabam Moir of liedue, a gentleman of laate and erudition, and of great 
acienlific knowledge, who frequently liaited him in the country, his lordihip 
[ffoducing the latter of hi* anonymous correepondent, ' In the name of wonder,' 
laid he, ' Doctor, what prodigy of learning have you got in the town of Sliding, 
who i* capable of writing thli letter, which I receired a lew day* ago P* The 
doctor, after glancing orer a few pa^e*, aniwered, ' I think I know him, — 
there i* hut one man who ii able to write thia letter, and a molt extraordinary 
man lie i> ; — Darid Doig, the maater of our grammar ichool. ' — ' What !' iaid 
lord Kamei, ' a genius of thia kind, within a few mile* of my house, and I 
nerer to hare heard of him! And a line fUlow, too : be tell* hii mind roundly 
and plainly ; I lore him for that: — he doe* not spare me: I retpect him the 
more: — you muit make u* acquainted, my good dodw: I will write him a 
c-ird ; and to morrow, if you please, you ihall bring him to dine with me.' 
The inlerriew todc place accordingly; and to the mutual uitis&etion of the 
parlie*; The subject of thw controver*y na* freely and amply Ai*cuned ; and 
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though neither <tf them could bout of making a conTert of Iii( antnfonlit, n 
caidbl friendillip took place from that diy, and a literary cmreipon deuce be- 
gun, which lulTered no interruption during their joint liTei." 

We hare Tnrioua tastimnniM of the high reapect in vrhi<:l) Dr Doig yrta held 
by all who were acquainted with liim, and Ibe lincere regard telt for him hy 
Ilia friend*. Mr Tytler, in hii lire of lord Komea, euibracu (he opptalunitjr 
while treating of the controreny between him nnd lord Kamei, to gira ■ iboit 
outline of his life, ai a tmali tribute of reipect to the memory of a man whom 
he esteemed and honoured ; and whoae correcpondence for leveral yean, in the 
latter part of liii life, wat a fouroe to him of the mmt rational pleonire and in- 
■IriKtion. John Rannay of Ochtertyre raiaed b mural tablet to hii memory, on 
vhidi be placed the following inaviption : 



DATID ItOIO 





To KntitT '0 ll» with ttut Oiirtt for knowledge 
Which amid But b> utJated on iinh. 



A faTDurite nmuiement of Dr Do!g was the compoulion of (mail poetical 
piecet, both in Latin and English, of ivhich thoae of an epigrammatic ticrn were 
peculiarly excellent. Prom among those fugitive pieces, the nuigistnites of 
Stirilng selected tiie folloning elegiac stonzai, vihich he hnd eompoied on tlie 
nibject of hia own life and atudies, and engrared them upon & marble month, 
ment, erected to hii memory, at (he expenie of the community of Stirling. 

Edidid qusBdam, pcHogl plum, naiati 

Padculs, cum domino mox pciltura UD, 
Iiubria Plerln tentnrem pnamb pslma, 

Credulus, li^anlo heu nlmls nita mco. 
Eilincto fkmam ruilun cnscara bio 

Pose putem, tIvd qus mihi nulla fiut ! 
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DONALDSON, Johh, bd emiDent punter, wu bora at E^nbuif h, in Uie year 
1737. Hia fstb«r wai a poor but worthy glover in that city, remariublo Tor 
■he peculiar cast of hi« oiimI, wbkh led him to diaoui metaphyaita M he cut 
out glorei «) hii board. The ton inherited the Mine peeu]iBiity, but to an 
oxooMwhich prored iDJarioM to him. Hia bther rery prndcntlj did not allow 
hia awtaphyiici to interiere witk bia tnd« ; bat young- Donaldion, ditngarding 
all the ocduiary measa of forwardiog hia on particular intereala, deroted him- 
aalf with diuntereated pbilaothnqiy to the promotioii of varioui faadful pvoJMta 
fbr amolLonitiDg th« cwtditioii of hia fellow crealurea. Hm reanlt waa predaely 
what might hare been anticipated ; for idtliough Denaldaon had on^Mvnienti 
auffieient to tsiafl him to diUioction oad ^^ulence, hia taleota were in effcct 
throirn away, and be diod in indigence. While yet a diild, be waa conatantly 
occupied in drawing with duilk, on hia fafliei-'a cutting-board, thote objecta 
around him which attncted hia attention. Thia natural ^oponaity waa encou- 
niged by hie bllier, and audi waa hi* lucceei, that tlie boy had hardly con^ 
plelod hig tweUlh year, when he waa enabled to contribute to hi* own support 
by drawing inimaturea in India-ink. At that time, too, hia imitation* with 
tile pen, of die worki by Albert Durer, Aldegrare, and other aadent en- 
grafon, wm« ao extpiiaita aa to ezcito the aatoniahnMnt and admiration of men 
of the moat acoompliihed tatte, and to deoeire the eye of the moat experienced 
GonnoineurK After pnaecuting hia profeition for MTeral yean in Edinburgli, 
he remored to London, and for tome time painted liiuneaoea in miniature, with 
great lUCMaa. But at length, the miataken notiona of ptiilanlbropy jtut alluded 
to, gained audi an aacendauey over hii mind, pt entirely to niin hia proapeeta. 
He conceired, that in momb, religion, policy, and taate, mankind were radi- 
cnlly wrong ; and, neglecting hii profeauon, he employed himaelf in deviaing 
■chemea for remedying thia unirerMil error. Tbeae achNiiea were Uie conatant 
aubjact of hia coBvenatiun ; and, latterly, thia infirmity gained ao much upon 
him, that be redconed the time beatoired on hia prolcsaional sTocationa aa 
lott to the world. He now held hia former purauita in utter contempt ; and 
maintained that Sir Joibua Beynolda must be a very duU fellow, to derote bia 
life to the aludy of linea 'and tinti. He completely neglected hja buaineaa, and 
hoB l)een kno«n to deny himself to lord Noi-th, beoutae be waa not in the hu- 
mour to point There waa another unhappy peculiarity in his character, which 
contributed in no inconiiderabla degree to mar hia lucces. He waa remark- 
able (until orerirhelmed by adversity) for a saraattic and epigrammatic turn ; the 
indiscreet indulgence in which, lost him many friends. Even while persons of 
conaideratiou were sitting to him, he would get up and leare (hem, that he 
might finish au epigram, or jot down a happy tbougliL It may well be suppoaed 
tha^ with every allowance for the whims and eccentridtiei of men of genius, 
alMurdilies such aa theae wei« not to be tolerated. Nor ia it at all wonderful, 
that aa an aitist, he retrograded; and ultimately, friim want of practice, lost 
much of (hat facility of execution, which had gained liim celebrity in his early 
yean. To audi a man the experience of the world teaches no leaaon. He saw 
witli chagrin, tlio rise of greaLly inferior artists ; but failed to make that refbr- 
mation in himself, ivhich would hare enabled bim to aurpaaa most of his contem- 
porariei. At llio same time, he wsa far from being idle, as the maai of manu- 
script scraps which he left bdiiad him, abundantly tealify These manuscriptf, 
howerer, were found in a state too unfiniahed and confused, to admit of their 
coming before tbe public. Hia only acknowledged poblicationa were " An 
Ettai/ <m the Eiemaiti of Beauty, •'' mid a volume of poems ; and Mr Edward*, 
in hia supplement to Wa]poIe*s anecdolea of painters, attributes to Donaldson, 
a pamphlet publiahed anonymously, entitled " Criticai Obtervatimtt Bad A^ 
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markt tiptm the PudUe Building* of Lmtdon." Before be became dkgii«te<l 
wilb bi* profeMon, he lisd painted hii wett kncnm hiitnieal pictore of TA« 
mm( of Dariai ; whkh gaiond him the prize from tbe aocietf of 4irt*, and 
ma juatly admired fcff its great beauty. About itte mme time he executed two 
paiDtiiigi in enamel, " The Death of Dido," sDd " The Siory of Hero and 
heander," both of whidi. obtained priwt from tbe nme lociety. Thete tiro 
painUngt nere ao modi admired, that he ifsi u^ed by faia friendi to do otben 
In tbe lame ityle ; bat no peraunon oeuld induce him to m^e the attempt. 
At that time many peraoni of rank and title honeured him with their patreiia|;e. 
Hie eftri of Bueban, in particular, waa rery miidi hia ftiend, and punjiand the 
Tent of IWiua, and aaTeial other of his paintings, together nith one en* both 
of the enamak. Donaldatni'a likenenei, bodi in blndi'lead And in eolouia, 
were itriking; of which the head of Hume the biitorian, prefixed lo Stradisn 
and Codell'a oditioii of tbe Hiatory «f England, wu acooonted a TCry farotirable 



Tariou ponnita of diii eccentric indiTidual, dieidatTy waa one ; 
in the proaecution of wbidi, be dJicovered a method of preferring meat and 
regetablea onoomipted, daring the longeit voyagei. For tbii diacorery be ob- 
tained a jartent ; but his porerty and indolence, and hia ignoranoe of the world, 
prerented hia tuminj^ it to any acoount The lost twenty yean of hfs life were 
^ent in great misery. His eye-«ight had ftdled ; but even before that mnfta^ 
tune, hia businea had left him ; and hs was fieqaently destitute of Ote ordinory 
necesaariea ti life. Hia last illneM nw occasivned by his baring slept in a 
newly pMiited roora, whidi brooght on a total detriUty. Hia friends dien re- 
nored him to lodgings near Iriington, -where he receiTsd every atl«ntiiHi which 
his owe re^jUired, until his death, whidi todt place on tbe 1 1th of October, 
1801. He waa buried in latingtcoi dturdk-yard. DonaldMU ma n man of 
very rare endowments, and of great talenta ; nddietsd to no rioe ; and remarfc- 
able for tbe moat sbitanioua moderation. The great and single error of hia 
life, was his total nogiect of his proftauon, at a time when his talents and op- 
portuuitiea held oitt the certainty of his attaining tbe T«ry higbeet rank as an 
artist 

D0NAU>SON, WuTKit, was bom in Aberdeen, and attiiined to aonte aranide- 
ratiMi among the learned men of tbe sefenlemith century. He vw» in tbe 
retinue of biehop Cunningham of Aberdeen, and Peter Junioa, grand<a]raoner 
of Scotland, when they were sent on ad embamy from king Jamea VI. to tbe 
court of Denmarii and to the princea of Gern»ny. After hia return from this 
eicpeditiori fae again went abroad, and delivered a come of leetores on moral phi- 
losophy at Heidelberg. One of his pujuls haring taken notes of these lecturea, 
publJsbed Ihem ; an enowadiiBent aa his rights with which Donaldaon seeins not 
lo have been much dtapleased, for he infonsi us, with apparent complacency, 
Uut MTeral editions of the woric were published both in Germany and in Great 
Britain, under tbe title of S^i^U MorcUit Philotophia. He was aftowards 
appointed profesaor of the Grerii language and prindpnl of tbe nnitersity of 
Sedan, nhidi situation he retaiusd for sixteen ye^ ; he waa then inrited to 
open a college at Charenton, bid the prcpoaed eat^lidiment waa objected to as 
lUegal, and appean to baTe gone no liirtber. W hile this raattnr was pending 
in the courts of law, Donaldson employed himself in preparing bis Synopri* 
(Eeonomica, whidi be published in Paris in 8to, in 1630, and dedicated to 
tbe prince of Walea. Tbii woric was repuUished at Boatedc in 1691, in 8ro. 

DOfJGALL, JoHH, waa born in Kbrkoldy in Fifeshire, where hia Athw waa 
the master of the gramnur sdiooL AAer receiring tbe primary brandies of 
education at bmie, fae proceeded to the anireraity of Edinburgh, where lie 
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■tudied fur soiDe time, nitli the intanlion of entering the church of Soothmd ; 
but oftenrarda liangiiig hii deiign, he deroted himielf prindpkUjr t« cUmIcoI 
Jeaming, for which hU mind wm unuuully gifted. He lUio directed hii Bt- 
tentioD to the itudy of mslhemsUci, of andeiit &nd modern ge<^[nphy, and of 
the modem UngvAgea, including niMt of those of northern Europe. He made 
the tour of the oontinant lerenil timei in the cnp&dty of tutor and tiaTelling 
compftnioiL Afterivaidi he woi priTiite wcretary to Uie learned generKl Met 
ville ; and ultimately he eilabliihad himialf in London, where hs dedicated hii 
life to literary purfuiti. He waa the author of Kililary Advtnturtt, 8to, The 
Modern Preceptor, 2 toIi. 8to, Th* Cabinet of Art*, including Arithmetie, 
Gei^nBtriff and C/imntetry, 3 voli. Sro. ; and contributed beiidei to many 
■cieotifii; and lileiary worki ; particularly to the periodical publicstioni of the 
day. He also ei^aged in the tnuulation of works from the FVench and Italian 
languages For many yean he employed himielf, under the patronage of the 
bte dake of Ytsk, in preparing a new traDtlntion of Casir^ Commentariea, 
with copioiH notei and iUutfration*. This work, howerer, he did not lire to 
complete, nhicli ia much to be regretted, aa from hii clanical knowledge ho 
muat hare rendered it highly raluo^le. He had likewise intended to prepare 
an Englith trDnalation of Strabo, ai trell aa to clear up many doublAil paaaagea 
inPolybiiH, for which he wm eminently qualified ; but the want of encourage- 
ment and the narrowneaa of his circumstancea fhiitraled hia wiihci. Reduced, 
in Ibe erening of hii life, to all the miserie* of indigence and nejiect, he *unfc, 
after a long and •arere illneia, into the grave, in the year 1 S23, learing hia 
aged widow utterly destitute and unpiorided for; and ufTording in himself an 
inatructira but painful example of the hardahipa to which, unleu under rery 
farouroble circumitancsi, men eren of extraordinary attainmeota, are apt to be 
reduced, when, forsaking the ordinary paths of professional industry, they yield 
to the captirations of literature. 

DOUULAS, ^ra} CHiaLas, a diilinguiabed naval officer, was a natire of 
Scotland ; but ire liave not learned where he waa bom, nor to what Hun- 
ily he belonged. Hia education must hare been rery good, bs he could epeak 
no fewer than six different European languagea with perfect conectneis. He 
was originally in the Dutch serriee, and it is said that he did not obtain rank 
in the British na*y without great difBculty. In the aeren yeati' war, which 
commenced in 1750, he was promoted dirough the imriout ranks of the lerrice 
till he became poeUcaptoin. At the conclusion of the war in 1703, he went to 
. St Petersburg, his majesty haring preTJoualy conferred upon him the rank of 
baronet On the war heaking out with America in 1775, Sir Cliarles had a 
brood pendant giren him, and commanded the squadron employed in the Gulf 
of St I^wrenoe. His lerrices on this station were, afler his return to England, 
rewarded with rery flattering honoun, and he soon after obtained (xmunand of 
the Duke, 98 gum. Sir Charles was remarkable not only as a linguist, but 
also for bis geniua in mechanici. He auggeated the auljstitution of locka for 
matchei in narol gunnery ; an improvement immediately adopted, and which 
prored of vaat serriee to the BriUah nary. On the S4th of Noiemher, 1781, 
be was appointed Grst captain to Sir George Hodney, then about to aail on hi* 
second expedition to tlie West Indies. Sir Oeoi^, haring hoiited hia flag in 
the Formidable, Douglas aaaumed the command of that reasel, and they sailed 
on the ISCh of January, I7S3, from Toibay. On the ISth of April, took 
place the celebrated engagement with the French fleet, in which the British 
gained a most splendid rictory, chiefly, it is supposed, in consequence of the 
Formidable haring been directed acroaa the enemy's line. In our memoir of 
Mr Clerk of Eldin, we hare recorded part of the controversy which has been 
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carried on reapectjng the oHgiiuitor of tliii idea. It wu there ihown, that Sk 
Giarlei Dougliu utterly denied the cUimi of Mr Clerk : we mutt now ■hour 
wIiRt cLumi bare been put forward for himself. Douglai, it mmt be remarked, 
wa) an officer of too bigh principle to make any claimi himaelf. He thought it 
a kind of iniubordi nation for any one to claim more honour than irhat vsm al- 
lowed to him by hia luperion in the deiputchei or in the gazelte. Hence, 
whenever any one hinted at the concern which he naa generally aiippoied to 
have had in iuggetting the meaiure, he nliiayi turned tlie conTertation, re- 
maricing in general termi, " We had a great daal to do. Sir, and I belieTe 
you irill allow ire did a great deal." The claim haa been put fornard by hia 
son, niajor,g«iHiral Sir Hovrard Douglas, who, at the aanie time, apeaki in the 
following lermi of hia father's delicacy upon the Eubject : " He nercr, I repeat, 
Bsierted, or would accept, when complimented upon it, greater share in the 
honour of the day, than what liod been publicly and cfGciolIy given him, and 
I am Hire bit ipirit would not approve of my reclaiming any laurek of IhAt 
Bdilevement from (he tomb of fait cfaiel" The prindpal proof brought forward 
by Sir Howard condati of the following eztracL from a letter by Sir Charlet 
Daahwood, a turvlTing actor in the engagement of the I2lh of April, though 
then only thirteen yean of ago. " Being one of the aidet-^e-cainp to the com- 
mander-in^diief on that memorable day, it wat my duty to attend both on him 
and the captain of the fleet, at occaaion might require. It to happened, that 
■ome time after the battle had commenced, and whilst we were severely en- 
gaged, I was standing near Sit Charles Douglas, who wot leaning on the ham- 
mocks (which in those days were stowed across the fore part of the quarter-deck), 
hit head leaning on hij one hand, and fait eye occasionally glancing on the 
eoemy't line, and apparently in deep meditation, a* if tome great event were 
crouing hia mind : suddenly rsbing his head, and turning quickly round, be 
i^d, ' Duh, Where's Sir George r 'In the after«abin. Sir,' I replied. H« 
immediately went aft: I followed; and on meeting Sic George coming from 
the cabin, close to the wheel, he took off his cocked hat witii hit right hand, 
htdding his long spy'^Iats in his left, and, making a low and profound bow, said, 
' Sir George, I give you joy of the victory [' — ' Fob I' said the diief, as if half 
angry, ' the day it not half won yet' — ' Break the line. Sir George !' mid 
Douglas, ' the day is your otvn, and I will ensure you the victory.' — ' No,' aaid 
the admiral, ' I will not break my line.' Afler another request aitd another re- 
thial. Sir Ciharlet deeired the helm to be put a-port ; Sir Greorge ordered it to 
tlarboard. On Sir Charles again wdering it to port, the admiral ttemly said, 
' Remember, Sir Charlet, tiiat I am conunander-in-duef, — starboard. Sir,* ad- 
dresting the master, who during this controreny bad placed the helm amidthip*. 
Ihe admiral and captain then tepanted; the former going ah, and the latter 
going forward. In the course of a couple of minutet or so, each turned and 
again met nearly on the same spot, when.Sir Charles quietly and coolly again ad- 
dressed the rhief— 'Only break the line. Sir George, and the day is your own.* 
The admiral then said in a quick and hurried way, ' Well, ivell, do as you like,' 
nnd immediately turned round, and walked into tbe afler-cabin, 'The worda 
* Fori the hehn,' were scarcely uttered, when Sir Chatlet ordered me down ivith 
directioni to CommetMe finng on the starbcerd side. On my return to the 
quarter-dedc, I found the Formidable pasting between two French shipt, each 
neariy toudiing ut. We were followed by the Namur, and the rest of tbe 
shipt astern, and from that moment the victtoy waa decided in our favour," 

Referring tbe reader for a further ditcuttion of this controverty to the 83d 
number of the Quarterly Review, we may mention that lord Rodney never 
&iled to confess that tbe advuitaget of the day were greatly improved by Sir 
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Quriet Douglai. After the coDcliuioii of fhe war, lb« gillmnt offloer wat in- 
tnuted wilb tb« commAiid of the Nma Scotift itstiaii, iriiidi, hmnTBr, he rt- 
figned in coaMquenee of loiiie proooediug* nl the Navy Board with whidi h« 
mi ^i^esMd. DuriBg Um preporatiom for mr in 17S7, he to promoted to 
the nnk or raar-admirBl, and next ;«ar he ma r»«ppointsd to the Nora 
9eotiB itati<»i. He expired, bomrer, Juiusr; 1789, In the mt of eidering a 
public meeting at Edbibm^, ■ ttnk« of apoplexy tuning cut him off in a 
nngle momenk Orer and abore all hit daimt to the honoon of the 1 3th of 
April, he left the disracter t^ a bran and honert oBttxr, Hii medianical in- 
TVntiofli hara bean fbUowed up bf hii nn, 8b Hotfard, iAom work oa nanl 
gunnery ti a book of Mnndard excellence. 

DOUGLAS, Gatw, one of the moat eminent of our early poeti, wai Ae third 
•nd youngest nn of Ardiibald, fifth eari of Angni, by Eliiabeth Boyd, only daugh- 
ter of Robert, lord Boyd, high dunBbeilaiii of .'Scotland. The earia of Angui 
were a yeuoger branch of the ftmily of Douglu, and helped, in tte reign of 
Jame« II., to depress the enormoui power vt the main itodi; whence it wa» 
taid, with a ivferenoe to the complexioni of the two difTerent races, that the 
red JHmglat had pal down tht black. Ardiibald, the fiftti oari, father to the 
poet, b noted in oar biitory for hii bold conduct mpecting the &T0uritea ot 
Jame* III., at I«nder, irtiich gained him the niduunne of BM-the-cat, Hi* 
general force of character aniidtt the mighty tranmctiona in whidi he wat en- 
gnged, cauied him to be likewise designated " the great eBri." According to 
the Eatnily bittorian, he wat erery way acoomplitbed, both in body and mind ; 
of stature taU, and itrong made ; his Doiuitenanee foD at majesty, and tadi as 
bred rererence in the beholden ; wne, and eloquent of speedi ; upright and 
regular in his adioni ; sober, and moderate in hii desires ; raliont and coura- 
geous; a Stan of action and underlnking; liberal also; loring and kind to 
his friends ; wht^ made him to be belored, rereienced, and respected by all men. 
Garin Douglas, the son of lodi a father, was bom about the year 1474, and 
wai brought up fbr the diurch. Where hb education was commenced, is un- 
known ; but, according to Mr Waiton, thero Ii certain eridence that it waa 
finished in the unirenity of ntrii. He ii supposed, in youth, to hare trarelled 
fiv Mme time orer the continent, in order to make himaelf acquainted with the 
manneri of other ccsmlries. In 1496, when only twenty-two yean of oge, ho 
was appwnted rectM' of Hawick, a benefice probably iu the gift of his family, 
which his long held large property and high influence to that part of the coun- 
try. We are informed by the binily hiitoriaii, that in youth he felt the pangs 
of lore, but was soon fireed from the tyranny of that unreaioDable p.isuon. 
Probably his better principle) prored sufficient to keep in check what his nalu- 
n) feelings, aided by the poetical temperoiMnt, would bare dictated. How- 
eter, he appears to bare lignaliied his tiium^, by writing a trautation of 
Grid's " Remedy of Iioto." He alludes in a itraiige manner to this woHc, In 
bii translation of Virgil ; giriitg the following free reading of the well known 
pasnge in I^e Jineid, wbcre his author speaki of the Bucolici and Georges, u 
baring been his tanner composilious i 

So thiu fDUomnd Iha flmue of poetry, 

The batWUIt and tba man tnnslste bare t, 

Quhllk jure tgo in inyne DDdanntit ]~aatli 

Unfractnoui Iddna fl«aud, ■■ I couth, 

or Orldiii Lufs the Renwd* did tnwalita. 

And Bj'na of his Honcmr tha Fallce mate. 

In IhoM days. It does not leem to hare been conridered the duty of a tisnilator 
to put hinuelf exactly into the plan of the author; be was permitted to Kibstitulo 
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modsni aUuHoni fiir ttte oi^nml, and, ■* thk ^ednen tastifiet, to alter any 
psttotudity ttgpecting the author, lo a* to apply to hiit>el£ Hie InuwUtiut 
irf' die " Remedy of Lore," uhidi miiEt hare b«en vn-ilten before the year 1601, 
ha< Dot been preferred. In the year jut mentimed, he wrote hie " Palace of 
Henour," an apdogue ttr Iho oonduct of a kin^, and wbich he tiierefore Bd< 
dreaed, very apivoprialely, to fail youngp lOFereign, king Jamea IV. The 
poet, in a Tision, finib himidf in a wildem««s, where he leei troop* of panoni 
ttsreUing towards the palace of honour. He join* hinaelf to the train of the 
muM*, and in their fwmpany prooeedi to the happy pbee. At thit point of the 
iUeg«*y, hk deecripUon of one of tlieir reMing- place* ii exceedingly beautiful : 

Onr honni pestnrit on nm pinsuid plane, 

Leirat Ihe tool at me biirgrene montane. 

Amid uie meld, ihaddvirlt with cedar treo, 

Safe fni all helt, thali mtgbt we well remain. 

All kind of herbis, flouria, fnilc, and grtia. 

With CTcry gitnnuid tree thair man might chefi, 

Xhe berj'al itnanu Hnnand ower Mancrie grels, 

Made sober noise ; the ahoir diunlt again, 

For birdis sing, and sounding of tbfl bcls. 
In hii Isat tidTenture, he seems to oUude to the law of celibacy, under irhicb, 
a* A priest, he necessarily lay. llie habitation of Uie lionoursble ladies 
(which he describes in gorgeous l«nai} i* lurrouiided by a deep ditch, over 
which is a narrow bridge, formed of a, nogle tree i and this is supposed to re- 
present the ceremony of marrii^e. Upon hi* oUeroplit^ to pnM over the bridge, 
he falls into the water, and awakes from bis draam. Of this poem, the earliest 
known edition is one printed at London, in 1553, in quarto. Anollier appear- 
ed at Edinbui^h, in 1579, being printed " by Johne Boo*, for Henry Char- 
letis :" both are rery raxe. In the prebce, bowerar, t« the Edinburgh editioo, 
the printer mentions, that " beside* the ooppie printed at London, there were 
copyis of this wark set furth of mid anuuig onraeKi*.*' These are totally lost 
(o bibliographical reeeareb. Hiere i* some probnbility, honerer, that some of 
them appeared before 1543, a* a wnk by Florence Wilson, entitled " De 
TronquiUitate Animi," and printed in that year, is ,t>id to bo an imitation of 
the Palace of Honour. Sage, in his lift of Doi^las, praSxed to the edition of 
the ^neid, tfaui speaks of the poem nnder onr notice : " The author's excellent 
dedgn U, under the similitude of a riiioD, to represent the ranity and incoU' 
Btancy of all worldly pomp and glory ; and to show, that a constant and inflexi- 
ble course of rirtue aaid goodness, i* the only way to true bwieur and foUcity, 
which he all^orically desttlbee, as a magnifioent palace, situated on the top of 
a very high loouataiM, o[ a most difficult acce**. lie illuitrate* the whole wUh 
a Tkriety of examples, not only of those noble and heroic souls, whose eminent 
rirtoes procured th«m admiwion into that Uesecd place, but also of those wreldi- 
ed (Teatures, iriicse ridous lives hare fatally excluded them from it lor erer, 
notwithstanding of all their worldly itale and grandeur," Thi* critic is of 
opinion that the poet took hi* plnn fro» the palace of bapyinea* diMcribed in 
the " Tablet " of Cebes, There is, howeTer, a probohility of a still men in- 
teresting nature, with which we are increased. This if, that Buuyan muAhare 
adopted hi* idea of the Pilgrim's Progref* irom Ihe ' ' Palace of Honour." In 
the whole structure of these two works, there is a marked resemblance. Both 
are dreams, representing a journey toward* a place saperior to the nature of 
this world. In the one, the pilgrim of honoor, in the other, the pilgrim tf 
chriftianity, are Ihe heroes ; and both are tnnducted by supernatural beings, on 
a march represented as sonteniiat trying to human dMngth. It ia curiouf, olfo. 
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that wbiU the journey «ndi, id both caies, at a place full of celeetial gloriei, 
there ii, in both eoiei, a linibo, or hell, by the \ay lide, a little before (he ulti- 
mate object is reached. 

In all probability, theM poenu were written at hii residence in the town of 
Hawick, where he nai surrounded iritli scenery in the hi^e*t i/egne calcu- 
lated to nune a poeticnl fancy. In 1509, he wa* nominated to be proTwt of 
tile collegiate church of St Giles, at Edinburg-h, and it ii likely that he then 
changed his residence to the capital. Some year* before, he had coutemplated 
a tianslation of the ^neid into Scottish Tern, as appean from his Palace of 
Honour, where Venus presents him with a copy of that poem, in the original, 
and, in virtue of her relation to the heio, requests the poet to giro a version of 
it in his vernacular tongue. In liis preface to the work, fae thus expltunt the 
real earthly reason of his engaging in such a labour : 

And that ye knaw a( quhois Instance I tuke 

For to translate this malst excellent bulce, 

I mem Vi;gll]|s volum, malst acellent, 

Set thii my nerk fuU rebill b« of relit. 

At the requester ane lorde of renowne. 

Of siiceslry maist nobEll, and illuitir baroun, 

Fadir of bukis, protsctar lo edenee and lair, 

My apedal guda lord Henry lord Sindare. 

Quhllk iiith grmt Inslimce, dl*er«e tymei, sere 

Frayit me Imnslate Virgil or Homere, 

Quhais plesura nrilhlle, m I nndintuda. 

As near coi^onlt lo his lordthlp In blade i< 

So that msthocht Us requeM uie command. 

Half desparit this irerk I tuka on hand, 

Not fully grantond, nor uiyi nj-and ye. 

But only to auy how It mlcht be. 

Qubay mlcht gainsay a lorde n gentfl and Und, 

That ever had ony courtny fn thair mjnd? 

Quhllk beside his Iniatlre policy, 

Humanity courage, freedom, and cbivelry, 

Bukls to recollecx, to reid, and see, 

Hes great del) teas ever had FUilam& 

At the urgent request of this literary nobleman, which seems to have been 
necessary to get over the diffidence of the poet hiroaelf, Douglas commenced hii 
labour* in January, ISll-lS, and although he pre&c«d each book with an 
original poem, and Included the poem written by Mapheui Vigius* as a thir- 
teenth book, die whole was completed in eighteen months, two of which, he 
tells u<, were spent exclusively in other business. The work was completed on 
the aSndof July, 1513. The " JDneld" of Gavin Douglas i* a work tredita- 
ble in the highest degree to Scottish literature, not only from the specific nierit 
of the translation, but because it was the first translation of a Roman classic 
executed in the English language.* To adopt the criticism of Dr Irving— 
" Without pronouncing it the best version of this poem thct ever was, or evei 
will be executed, we may at least venture to affirm, that it is the production of 
a bold and energetic writer, whose knowledge of ihe language of his original, 

' Henry, first lord Sindair, was grandion lo lady Margaret Dou^lns, daughter of Archi- 
bald, fourth url of Douelas. Hb fell at FloddeD. 
> A learned Italian of the fifleenth century. 

liilly of tlie luiiguegea of Eiiglani 
'- -" -xpreailng ihii ""*"" 
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■nd prompt coduihumI of a copioiw and TBri«gat«d pbiaMologf, qualified liim for 
th« perfomumM of 10 arduoiu a taik. And whether we cotulder the (tBte of 
Britiih liteiBtun at that ara, or the rapidity with nhidi he ctmipleted the wurk, 
he will be found entitled to a high degree of admjratioa. In eithor of the 
liiter langusi^, few tranglationi of dauical aulhora had hitherto heea at- 
tempted ; and the lulei of the art were coniequently little undentood. It bu 
been remarked, that OTsn in Engliih, no metrical venion of a clasnc had yet 
appeared J except of Boethiui, who icercely merita that appellation. On the 
destiuctioii of Troy, Cazton had published a kind of pmce tomaoce, wfaidi he 
profeMef to hare tramlated from the French : and the Engliih reader wa* 
taught to coniider this motley compoeition a* a renioa of the JEneid. Dougla* 
beitowi lerere caitigation on Caxton, for hii preuimptuoui donation from the 
daaaical itury, and affirm) that hii work no more rewmblee Virgil, than the 
deril it like St Auitin. He haa, howerer, fallen into one enw', which he ex- 
poMt in bii predeceeior ; proper namef are often lo tmuligured in hii tran«Ia~ 
tion, that they are not, niUiout much diffi<Mlty, recogniied. In many initanoei, 
he hoi been guilty of modemiziog the notions cf hii original. The lybil, for 
example, ii converted into a nun, and admoniihfli .^eoi, the Trojan baron, 
to peniit in counting hii beads. Thia plan of reducing erery andent notion 
lo a daisical standard, hat lieen adopted by mudi later wrilen : many prepoe- 
leroua instances occur in the learned Dr Bladcwell's memoin of the court of 
Auguttui. 

" Of the general principles of translation, howerer, Douglai appears to baTO 
formed no inaccurate notion. Far the moet part, his renion is neither ttMj 
licentious, nor tamely LteraL • • • Though the merit of such a perfor- 
mance cannot be ascertained by the inspection (f a few detached panagei, it 
may be proper to exhibit a brief tpecimeu : 

TedUt detcenns Atertd, 

Nodes atqus dies patet atri Janua Dilii ; 

Bed nrocsre gndum, nipcrasqae eradeie id auras, 

Hoc opus, hlc labor cat ; paud qiua nqnui amsTll 

Jupiter, aut srdsns srexit *d aitbera Tirlus, 

Di) gniill, potuera. Tenait media omida slln»i 

CiM^'tusiiue ainu labons drcumflult ntrot 

It Is rfcht fbdll uid eitli gate, I Mt tell, 

¥m to dewend and pan to doun to liell i 

The Mack yatlii of Pluto and that dirk way 

Slandla eiir open and patent nycht and dsyt 

Bot tharafra lo ntum agane m hicbl. 

And hate aboue recouir this ^rla llcht. 

That ia difficiU wark, then laboura lylil 

Full ten Ibeia bona qubooi hatch aboua ths skyl) 

Ttura ardant rarlaw bai nisit and uphdt, 

Or yet qubame equale Jupiter dalfylt, 

Thay quhUkls bene gendrit or goddls, may thidder attane. 

All the mldimy [> wildenies mptane, 

OrwOiuinforrBitj uid thu lallhly fluda 

C»(7tU9 with his dreay bosum mruda 

Fiords enuiroD round abaut that place. 

DoDBLas." 

Mr Warton pronouncet for judgment npon Douglas' JRnoid, tliat it " il exe- 
cuted with equal spirit and fidelity, and is a proof that the LowLuid Scotdi and 
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F"g^^^ langnagM nmn theo naariy tbe Mine. I DMan th* ityl* of oompori- 
tion ; MioM «^«ciallj, in the gUrin^ aflecUtion ot Ai^ionnf I^d wordi.'^ 

It ii not, bowovsr, in the tmuUtion that the Aief merit !>«■. The poet bN 
gained nuicb gre&ter pnin for the (irigin«l poetty icattered through the bode 
To on enlinsry raadw, tbe plan of the work may b« bc*t deecribed by ft xtim- 
taw to the itmctore (tf " Hermion," whidi it decidedly an imitation of iU 
To eney book is prefixed what Doog^ calli a prologue, oontainiiig Mme d*- 
Mxiptioni or obeerraliani of tail own, and aome of whicti aflbard delightful 
gUmpHfl of tail pevHnal diarad^ and habits Thoae moit adinired Bra the 
prologtie to (he ■erantfa InkJe, containing a deeeriptioB of winter, that to Ae 
tirelflh boiA, containing a dcatription of a lununer mornii^, and that to the 
thirteenth (lapplemeiitary) book, which deuribea an evening in June. It wonU 
appear that the author, in theae and oAer caeei, lOHght to relax himaslf fron 
the progrcHTO labour of mere tmnalatioo, by employing hii own poetical 
power*, on what be rw at the time aroimd him. Mr Warton apeaki of Milton^ 
L' Allegro and 11 Fanaeroio a* among Ae eariiert dcacriptire poemi produced in 
England. Whether be be correct or not, we may at ieatt afflnn, that Dou^m, 
in fail pn^t^uca to tbe bofHa <tf Vii^I, hai given Scotland the oodit of pc^ 
ducing poenH of diat kind, more than a century earlier. 

Ilieie etmpontioni being of fudi impottaaoe in Scotliih literature, it fee 
proper in thia place to preMnt a ipecimen lufliGient to enable the readw to 
judge of their value. It ia difficult, bowever, to pilch upon a paamge wbi 
the merit of tin poetry may b« obrioui enough to induce tbe reader to take a 
little trouble in compreliendiug tbe ht^uage.* We hare with aome hedtation 
pitched npon 6u) following paaage from the prologue to Ae aerenth botdc, whidi, 
ai deacriptiTa of nature in a eaitain aapect, in Ai« couiriry, ia certainly rerj 
faithful and OTeii picturMque : 

TliefirniuiientawraaatirithdudJa Uadc: 
Tha ground Ult, and Uagh* wax all the S^ia 
Mounlana teppla rialdt with maw owie haildia i 
On nggit mUa of hard haiah qnliyB ataoe. 
With rroatfn fnntii laU dysty dewia witma i 
Bswlf nw loat, B^ bamnd riMW tbe laadla 
WlUi fraftla hore, owerfret tha Bcldis itandls. 
Thick druoUy akuggli* dirldult ao tbe herin, 
Dim ikyii oft furth warplt fearTuI lerln, ■ 
Flaggli' of fyre, mad Dumy feUoun flaw, 
Bharp soppla of dell and of Ills iwyppand innw ; 
The dolly dichia war al doulc and wate, 
The low nice flodderit iD vrlth (pals. 
The pluis itntli and srecy hla my 
Fall of fliuchla, duhbii, myra, and day. 

Owr traggia ind tlia fnmlla of rockyi sera, 
Hang grat ytt scfaokkille, haig as ony spers i 
The gruitd stode barrBne, widdarlt, doak, and gray 
HerUs, flowili, and gcniB walhmit aitay i 

■ BbtonrofEnrliih Poetry, II. SSI, S. 

* Well do 1 recollect. In early days, brarowlDi' old Gnln^ tiandatkn tmm a dimlatuig 
library. In ordar to stMl a lly maicta upon my dis.fella»s In Tenlon-Diaklng. What wia 
my duappdntmemt on fijoding tbil the copy was a great d«] more unlnlaJltgible than Ilia 
•dglnal, aadtlM, iniedHy, IvofStGilea atood mora in need of a Uuidator tban he of 
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Woddli, fiuToUs, with Dikrtbmtahlait, 
Gtndt ttripit of tluir mds In erciy tnnl : 
So bustoudie Bonu bia buflU blow. 
The deie fHU donw full In tlie dailis draw ; 

• * • • ■ 

Tbe mttsr Ijnnyi iDtUsi, and arery 1 jnd 
QohkUlt and braftt of ttte nnthmd irynd: 
Pun laubmiii wid byvf btabandmeii, 
Went weat and nery diaigUt In tha fai ; s 
Tho >iQy ihoep and thus UUto hli4«romn 
Ijiu'liis uodar Ije of Iwnkk, mildiSiUid bnmtai 
And ulluHs duilit gratei hwlial 
Within than ttabill cult in thaic Malt. 

TtiD caller sir, paietntln and pure. 
Daring the blude In evar; creature. 
Hade lelk warm starii and bene fyrli hote. 
In dooliill gaimsDt dad, and weleoott^ 
With mychty diink, and mstli comibrtivc, 
i&gaota tbo ctara ninler Ibr to MrlTO. 
BopBtUrit' K^e, and by the chynuay bekit. 
At erin betym doun in the bad they atreklti 
Warpit my hade, keat on elaithii ttuyne&ld, 
For to eiqiell ths perilloiu penuid csld : 
Icraadtmo,iynebawiiit lorlodami 

Approaching near tha brakiug of the day, 
Within my bad I walkynlnt quhaia I lay 
So Ikst dedynca Cynthia tlia mane. 
And Icayia keklj-i on ths ru(e nbone, 

Fteby my chalmer, on hia wimeC ti^ 
The lary gled i^uhinilli ^th mony one paw, 
Quharby the day was dawing wiel I knew( 
Bade bets tha fyr« and tha eandUl alicht, 
Syne Uearit me, and in my wedis dyciit ; 
Ana scbot-wfndo > unschet, ane litel on diar, 
FamTyt the morning tJaa, nan, and har, 
Vyth cloudy gum and rak ovrlrqubslmit the air; 

Bhiknyt sohew the bnyla. 

With Unti) haidc of wnggand wyndll itra)^ 
Tbe daw^oppli congelit an atlbbll and Tynd, 
And riiBip haiWanya mortfundyit of icfnd, 
Stoppand on ths thadc, and on the taoaiy by; 
The Bchola I dosit, and drew inward In hy ; 
Chererand of cald, the ■eswoDwag sa mdl, 
Schafa with halt BamUa lo Bteme the freetliig folL 
And a> I boonil m« to th« fire me by, 
Baith upauddawnelhahoMel did espy; 
And Koind Virgil on aos letteron' ttaiid. 
To nryte anona I synt my pen in hand, 
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Andai 1 Olid, witk taa faM dlUgMKS 
Thli Hint buka fallomnd of pnTound mitaa, 
Tbu* hu begun la tba chill wj-nter aiU, 
Quhen fnalii doii owir Octa b^th Arth and fiiU. 

L«it the reader iliould find tliat he locei tits force of thii deKription tlirough 
the obKurity of the language, it appsan proper that he ihould hare another 
•pedmea In a different form. We ihall therefore lay before him part of a 
proae parsphraie exeoited by Mr Warion, which con^eyi the aaine Jdeat ai the 
original, though in a leu pleoiing' form. The experiment of thi» renion, •©• 
'cording to Mr Warton, mint terre to ihow the native excellence of theae com- 
poiitions. Direited of poetic numben and expreMion, they itill retain their 
poetry, appearing^ Uke Ulyvei, (till a king and a conqueror, although diaguited 
like a peaaant, and lodged in Ihe cottage of the herdinaQ Eunueut. — We quot* 
from the detaiption of May, in the twelfUi prologue : 

" Tfia etintBi gttei ot hearra ir«r« thraim open to tllamtnale tba woiM. The 

glittering itrsunan of the orient iliaiUBd purpis Mrolu, Diiugled irllh gold and anue. Tta* 
■tstdi of tha mil, In red hamoi or nililv, of colour bninias a beiry, lifted Uwir keadiaboffe 
the •«, to glad our hemiBphere : the flamei bunt flmm thidr noatrlls : wtjla ilioflljr, app^ 
nllad in Lii luminous array, Ftuabua, bearing ttia bisifiv t'»^ "f ^f> ixic^ f'^'" '''■ 
royal pelaoa, njtli a golden eiuini, glorioua Timge, curled locks bright ai the chrynltla or 
lopai, and irilh a mdlanoe Intoletsble. The fiery iparka, buniting from Ui eyei, purged tha 
^r, and gilded the new verdure. The golden not* of hli throne oorered the ocom irith a 
glittering glum, and the broad waten were all in • blaie at the fint gllmpM of hii appear- 
ance. It naaghrfouilaHothe windi appealed, the aea tiealmed, theioftieaaon, theiareng 
flnnament, tha EtUl air, and the boiutf of tha ireleiy mmm." The iIlTar-Kaled fiihea, on 
tha gnret, gUdii^ hastily, ai It were from tha heat or eun, through clear itrami, Kith fim 
thlnlng brown Bi dunabar, and chisel tails, darted here and there. The newliistre,en]!ghl- 
•nlng all the land, lieamed nn tha unall pabblei on tha ildee of the riven, and on the itnuidi, 
which kmlied lilie beryl: while tho reflection of the lay* j^yed on tba banks In variegated 
glanii ; and Finn threw forth her Uooms under the feet of the sun's brilliant horses, the 
bladfld soil was embroidered viith various huea. Both wood and forest were darkened with 
boughs; which, reflected fnnn the ground, gavea shadowy lustre to tha red ndn. Towers, 
turrets, faettlementi, and high pinnacles of churches, aslka, and every fhlr rity, SMtmed to 
ba painted ; and, together with every bastion and story, axpreoed their own ilupa on the 
plains, Tlie glebe, fcsriea of the northern lilasti, spread her broad iKaom. The com 
crops, and the new-ipruiig bailey, redothed the earth with a gladsome garment The rarie- 
gated Tiaturs of the valley eovorad the dovan funuw, and the barley lands ware dlvorslflad 
with floirary weeds. The meadow was besprinkled with ilvniets; and the fresh moisture ol 
tha dewy night restored theliarhage which the cattle had cropped in the day. Tliabioaoms 
In the blowing garden trusted their heeds to tha protection of tha young son. Rank ivy 
leaves overqiiHd the wsU of the rampart. The Idoomlng hawthoiii dothed all Ills thorns In 
flowers. The budding clustan of the tender vines luing end-long, by thdr tandrils, from tha 
traHises. The gems of the trees unlocking, expanded themselves into the foliage of nature^ 
tapestry. There vraa a soft verdure after bnlmy stiowers. Tha flowers smiled in vartoui 

X* Tlie ortginBl is hare so much more beautiful, tliat we must be paidoned an axtracti 



The auriata plumis of lils trane so 
ith glittering glance owirn 
u kirga fludls lemand all ol 



ig glance owlnpred the octiai] 
Is lemand all of licht 
lA ane blink of his superuala aicht ; 
For to behald It was ana glore to se 
The itabHIyl itynifyl, and tie calmyt w. 
Tin itft i«iuu«, the firmament terene. 
The l^ni iiluminale air, and flrlh amtae, i 
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OQlounafiUiB bending Ualki." Soma nd, Ac Othui ntdiel Uke the Uiu and nvy im ; 
■pcddcci wfth rad ind irUUi or bright ■■ gdd, Uis d^y unbnddal hot Ultl* oarenet, 
!!■• grapes tknd emUHUad wltli tanamut The iBed«d domi flew Inta tha duidalian, 
Vooitg madi appmred unon; Uu Icbtib of the rtnwbcnlei. Gay giUllIoiren, bi. 
Tha naa buda pultlng ibrth, oflfarad their red nrnal, lipi to be kiMd; sod difltnad 
fragranee from tha crisp acarlel that MirrauiKled their golden weda. LILliu irtth white 
curiing top), ahtmad thair creMa opw. The odoniiu Tipour moistuied the aUnr mbi Uul 
bung fn«ii the ItaTOi. Tha plain ma powdered with round dewy pcBria. From ererybnd, 
adan, heib, and flower, hath«l in liquid fragranea, the bee Mcked swsat heney. The imuu 
damourBd unldat the nMUng weeds, and aeairhed all the ]aka and grey liTeia where ta 
build their naati. Among the boughs of the twialed oil* a, the Dnall btnia fiaoied their art- 
ful naali, or along tha tUck hadgaa, or rejolcad with their marry mates oo the tall /-I- In 
the aeerat nooks, ar In tha dear windows of glao, the apidar full busily wore her sly net, la 
emnuv the little gnat or fly. Under the boughs that acrecn the Talley, or within the pala- 
cudoed pork, tha nimble deer trooped in ranks, the harts wsndered Ihiough the thick 
woody ahawi, and the foimg bwna followed the dappled Sua. Kid* skipped through tha 
brtan after tha naa, and In tha peatarta and leas, the lambs, full tight and trig, want bleat, 
ing to tludr dams. M«nttme dama nature's minatrela talse their anwiDus nolee, the ring' 
dare cooe and pitches on the tall i»p«, the starlii^ whistles her varied descant, the sparrow 
chirp* In the elsfted wall, Uie gotdflnch and limiat filled the skies, tha cuckoo cried, the 
quail iwitterad ; while riTen, shawi, and erery dale reeounded ; and the tender branches 
tremUedm the trees, at the soi% of the birds, and the boning of the be«." 

The criginol poet conclude* nith Lhe folloniag fine npoftrophe : 
Welcnm the kird of llcht, and lampe of day, 
Wekum fitsterare of lander herbis gnne, 
Wdcum qulckenai of flureat Boaria echene, 
Wekum luppon of eTcry rule and vane, 
Welcum comibrt of all kind frute and grans, 
Wdcum the blrdii beUd upon tha brier, 
Wahnim maister and ruler of the j'ear, 
Welcum weilfkre of huabands at the plewts, 
Wdcum repairer of woddls, trtls, and bewis, 
Wekum depalntei of tha bbmyt madia, 
Waleam tlia lyf of erery thing that tpedls, 
Welcum slontre of ail kind bestial, 
Welcum be thy bricht hmuna gladand all I 

At a Mill lurther expedient for making modern readet* acquunted with the 
lemtlei of this andent poet and honour of our country, we hare Tentured up-, 
on tile lomewhat hamidou* experiment of a Teni5ed translation ; taking for 
ihi* purpose the desoiptionof a June evening, Aratn the prologue to the thirteenth 
bode, and entering b^ore band the followiag protest, rumidied to our hand* by 
the poet himfelf : 

i" I aet my beay pane. 

As that I couth, to molf It bmde and pbne, 

Kepond no Sudnran, bot aur awln language, 

And spake as 1 letned quhen I wee ane pagetX 

Ha jit so dene all Budronn I refuse, 

Bot eome worde I pronunoe aa nj'chboare dokf 

)1 TheloukitbDUoansonthe^nyttnu 
Owerspradand lerii of natorla topestrri*. 
Soft gresy verdure afUr balmy scbouns. 

On ctirland stalka tmilajid (o lhairjiimru. 

n. ••'•>■ . 
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Uks M In IaUim bene GrewB tunt* wm,'* 
So flu Iwhufflt f uhiliuii or be dan* 
Pmu butBtd IaUiu, Fcmch, at Inflk ill, 
Qohuanuit wei SogUto, Ib^nawiuJieiidMW, 
Not that QUI tongiis i« In the nMd waart, 
Bot tliUl tliBfi>uUi.of lugiucDnsnt." 

Thia Imii^ prc&ced, bwa fi^vm Uie modem Anglo-Scottub yenion ; 

During the Jolly Jayaua moDth of Jnnc, 
WhtD (uu in> nev the day, ind aupper dune, 
I iralklt fuith to iMte the eroilng air. 
Among the fieddfl that were replenLflh^d ialr, 
With herbage, com, and aUtle, and fcult treee, 
Plenty of Kore ) irfaile birds uid tuiy beee, 
Cer emenld mndam flew belth east end iracl. 
Their labour dent, to take llieli ereoing let. 
Aaupoud down. I oot my nandeiliig.ejt. 
All bujulng rod straight grew the mMera sky 
The nm dnceudliig on the mUen grey, 
Deep under earth withdrew hie beomi nmy. 
The eTening star, wiOi lustre near u bright, 
Spring! up, Uu gay fora-iider of the night. 
Amid the haughi end every pleeant Tile, 
The recent deir begini on herbi to ekell, 
To quenoh the humlng whan the nun hid shoDe, 
Which to tha world beDMth had lately gow- 
On arery pile end pldkle of the ciope, 
This molKura hang, like bomliv beryl drepa, . 
And on tha haleeemo heit^ ml eke tb weadi 
Like chryital gena, or little lOnt beads. 
The light b^en lo fhil, the miMi to riac. 
Aid here and there grim sfaidca o'enpread dig akfe*; 
The bald and Itathem bat eDnuneneed her flighty 
The lark deacended tma her siry hdgbt, 
Singing her plalnllre icoig, after her wyee, 
To take her rest, at matin hour to rise. 
Misli sweep the hill belbre the laiy wind. 
And night unlhlds her doak with ntde lined, 
Swaddlii^ the bMnty of the fruitful gramdl. 
With doth of shade, olaeulty profound j 
All cieaturee, wherooe'ar they liked the best. 
Then went to lake their pleasant nightly red. 
The fowls that lately flew throughout the air. 
The drowiy cattla in their ihellered lelr, 
AJter the heat and labour of the day, 
Unstlrring and unstirred In dumber lay. 
Each thing that rara the meadow or the weud, 
Each thing ihM Slea throtrgh air, or dtno is fleed. 
Each thing that nestles In the beaky bank, 
Or bres to rustle thnmgfa the raaiAci dailc, 
The little midges,x and the happy aeta," 
lAborioui emmets, and tha busy bees. 
All bnsts, or (liy or tame, or great or mall, 
God^ peaoe snd Miiiilim rests serens o'er bIL 

u A« in IMio then an MOia Greek (ennt. >• Gnal*— eranii^ epitmev. " fUei. 
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Itremalna to 1m nMntioiMd thst Ae tmaslstion of Tirgil, bebig written kt a 
timelrtwB printing Inrdir e^Ked in Sootland, oontiimad in muaoript itll 
kmg atter the AtKb of bUbop Douglai, and vbi fint publiahod at Landon In 
1 553, at Ih* utiira time with Ae ' Fftlice of Honour.' The work bon lb« faU 
lowing title : " Hie xiii. bnkea of Ebeadas of ihe &mOK poet VirplL Tnne- 
latet out of Latfoe tsims into SooUWi meter, by the vererend islfaer in God, 
Mayrter Oawin Doaglaa, biihop of Ihndul, &nd unkil (o tlu erle of Anguc 
Every boko bauii^ hyi pnticular prologue." A Moend edition wai printed at 
Edinburgh in 1710, by the oelebiBted Tbamu Buddiman, with s life by 
blihop Sago. Even thii later impMHton ii now rarely mot with. 

The e«ri of Angui was at thij time paeteiMd of great inflnenoe at court, in 
Tii«w «f which he filled the effiee «f <liief mogiAste of the city. Lbb than 
two monlfai after Qarin IhM^fai had finiAad hii tnuulation, the noble proroet 
and all hit retaiBm, aeool^aiiied king Jamea vn the Ual expadilien whioh 
tenninated ht the fantHe of Flod^n. Utn the poet'i two elder brotbeta, the 
Haatv of Angta and Sir William Douglae af Gilanberne, fdl,-with two hondred 
gentlemen of their name. The aari liimaiilf had pierionily withdnwn freai the 
e^editioD, on aoeouBt of an iiAind iBTpfMeB uaed by hii Imprndent eorereign. 
He died, kam m r, within a tw^MBMntli theNnfter, of grief, leaTlng hit titlea 
and imsMBee tenitnrial iaOneBoe to die beir of hia eUeat deceaud H>n, and who 
waa^NMueqaMrtlr-Dej^iew to fo Proroat itf St Gilei. Itia curioui to find that, 
on iba SOth of SeptMidtw, only fiuaa -weeks afUr hii country h&d experienced 
one tt the greatert diraateM teoorded in liar history, aiid l»y which himaelf had 
l<Mt two bt^dieta and many oliiBr friandi, the poet waa admitted a bugem of 
Edinbiwgfa. TMi &ct wai diicofeied by Sibbald in the council regirter, aridi 
the fimae added, "pro coammM boao vitlm, gratu." But perfa^ tliem 
it mme miMako m to the date, the ngiat«r<of that period iu< being original, 
but apparently a aomairitBt oonAiaed twa^Ko/t, 

Tht oenaaqnenoM of thii fttal batUe aeened at fint to open up a path of 
high political inflnanoe to a»iln Doii|^ Hia ttephew, being aa yet very 
young, fell in m^ meoane usder hia tutelage, m the nearert larriTiag ■"***'"" 
The queen, who had been ^^leinted regent £gr her infant eon Jamea V., in le« 
than a year from ber InafanndH deadi, waa pleaaed to luiry the young earl of 
A^tM, mko accordin^y aeemed likely to hiaifaiin the actual gonmor of the 
kingdam. The itep, howerer, wai unpepdar, and at a (Mnrention ttf die n»- 
blei it waa reaolred, iBther than. obey lo young a mamhar ef their own body, to 
call in the 4Ae -of Albany, eouun lo the Ute king. Tliii penonage did not 
l aa lJn] the eip e u l al i w wUdi had keen foamed redacting him:; and Ihut it 
iwppened, ttat for ■mim fmet the chief power alternated between him asd 
Angna. WamgtiwMi tte latter indiodual ogoyed an influenea -depatod to kiai 
in dM 4|uaan^ same by dia duke, tiko tcaiionaBy feoDd it neoewnry to retirn 
to FiM. At vthBF thnaa, bath the qnaem and hor hutbaod were ebliged to 
Irin I idiiy I in Bnglaad} whan, ob obb -of theae on(wtona, was born their <mly 
cidU, HannMt Dbm^, defined in fiitaiB ywn to he the mUher of lend 



Tke fartnnea.a»d dimiitit h afyi ai •of ig poet ^^aar to hare been da^ly 
afiMlaa by tboae ef Ua Mfiww. Soon a&tr the battle <tf Fladden, the quaan 
niafwuiil i^anUm theabbaef «f .Marinothodc, Taunt ^ the death rfJUe» 
andttBtoiMat, the lata Ui^ natvilm. In a lettjg addnmed by her grace 
toFvpelM OetenOi, iheexttdiDMii^ aa aecHid Msonein laaiaing a^ 
rirtue, and eainaady tMpwrta that he may be cenbmad bi the poNaiBaa of tkia 
abbacy, till hii iingular merit! ihould be rewarded «rilh 10010 more ample en- 
doinnenL Soon after die oonfened on him the ndilNiliapric of St Andievn, 
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H'hich, if confinnod, would liare plac«d him &t the bead of the Scottish diurcli. 
But the queen and her hutbsnd were not powerful or popular enough, to Mcure 
him in thii tplendid situaUm). He uai fint intruded ou by one John Hepburn, 
wbo had been appoialed by the chapter, sod then both he and Hepburn were 
diiplaced by the pope, in farour of Ponnan, the biihop of Mtttay, ■ busy and 
anibitioui churchnsD, who had been legale li latere to pope JiiUu* 11. Dougloi 
tvaa at the lame tiioe deprired of the abbacy of Aberbrothodc It appean tliat, 
although those disputu were carrisd on by strength of onnt on all sides, the 
poet himself was ahvays averse from hostilo meaiurei, and would rather hare 
abandoned his own interest thin bring reproach upon his profeuion. The 
gueen, having hitherto failed to be of any service to him, nominated hiin, in 
1515, to be bishop of Dunlceld, and on this occasion, to make quite sure, con* 
firmaUou of the g^ft, was, by the influence of her brother Henry the eighth, 
procured from the pope. In those dayi, however, a right which would cuflice 
one day might not answer the next; and so it proved with Qavin Douglaa. 
The duke of Albany, who arrived in May, IGIS, though be had protected the 
right of archbishop Forman on ths strength of a papal bull, not only found it 
convenient to dispute that title in the case of Douglas, but actually impriioned 
the poet for a year, as a punidiment for having conunitted an act so detrimental 
to the honour of the Scottish church. In the meantime, one Andrew Stewart, 
brother to the earl of Alhole, and a partizan of Albany, got himself chosen 
bishop by the chapter, and waa detenuined to hold out the cathedral against 
all whatsoBver, Gavin Douglas, ndien released, waa actually obliged to lay a formal 
iiege to his bishopric before he could obtain possession. Having gone to Dun- 
keld, and published hit bull in the usual form at the altar, he found it nec«Bnry 
to hold the ensuing entertainment in the dean's house, on account of his palace 
being ganitoned by tbe Mrranta of Andrew Stewart, The steeple of the 
. cadiedrnl was also occupied as a fortrea by these men, wbo pretended to be in 
arms in the name of the governor. Next day, In attempting to go to church, 
he was hindered by the steeple garrison, who fired briskly at hi* party ; be bad 
therefore to perfivm aerrice in the deon^ house. To inorease his difficultiee, 
Stewart bad arrived in person, and put himself at the head of tbe garrison. 
His friends, however, toon collectod a force in the neighbouring country, with 
which they forced Stewart to submit. The governor waa afterwards prevailed 
vpoa to sanction the right of Gavin Douglas, who gratified Stewart by two of the 
best benefices in the diocese. 

In I5I7, when Albany went to France in order to renew the ancient league 
between Scotland and that country, ho took Douglas and Panter as bis secre- 
teriet, bii object being in the former case to have a hostage for the good be- 
haviour of the earl of Angus during his ahwnce." However, when the negotio' 
tiaa was finished, the bishop of Dunkeld is said to have been sent to Scotland 
with the news. He oertainly returned long before the governor himself; Af- 
ter a short stay at Edinburgh, he repaired to his dioceae, where he employed 
himself for iocne time in tiie diligent discharge of his duties. Ha ivaa a wana 
promoter of public undertakings, and, in particular, finished a stone bridge over 
the Tay, (opposite to his own palace,) which had l>een begun by his predecee- 
■or. He spent so much money in this manner, and In charity, that he became 
somewhat embanasied with debt During the absence of the duke of Albany, 
bis nephew Angus maintained a constant struggle with tbe rival family of Hamii* 
ton, then bearing the title of eari of Arran, which formed a great part of tbe 
goremor's strength in Scotland. In April, 1590, both parties mot in Edinburgh, 

" This (i oUfged by Dr Henry — Hiuory ^ Grtat Britaiit. 
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delennined U> try whidt was moat powerful. Tlio bishop of Djnkeld, aaeiag tlmt 
bloodthed ivu tlirealened, med his influence with archbishop Beaton of Gliu. 
gow, who was a partiian of Arran ; when that prelnte, Kriking hia hand on hii 
breast, Biseverated, on his conscience, that he knew noUiing of the hottUe in- 
tentions of hii friends. He hnd in reality assumed armour under liii gown, in 
order to take a personal concern in the fray, and hii hand caused the breast- 
pbte to make a mttling noise. " Methin1<j," said Douglas, vntii admirable lar- 
CMtn, " your conscience clatters ;" a phrase that might be interpreted either 
into an allusion to Che noise itself, or to what it betrayed of the archbishop's 
intentions, Douglas retired to liis oirn chamber to pray, and in the meantime 
fail nephew met and overthrew the forces of the earl of Arran, The bishop af- 
ternrardi mred Beaton &om being slain by the nctors, who seized him nt the 
altar of the Blackfriars' church. Garin Douglas probably entertained a feeling 
of gratitude to this dignitary, notwithstanding all his duplicity ; for Beaton had 
ordained him at Glasgow, and borne all the expenses of the ceremony out of hit 



llie earl of Angua nas now re-established in power, but it was only for a 
short time. Albany returned next year, and called him and all his retainers 
to an account for their management of affkirs. The earl, with his nephew and 
others, was obliged to retire to England, The bishop of Dunkeld experienced 
the most courteous attention at the courtof Henry Vlll., who, with all his faults, 
wui certainly a patron of literature. We are informed by Holingsbed that 
DougliU receired a pension from the English monarch. In London, he con- 
tracted a friendship with Folydora Virgil, a learned Italian, nho was then en< 
gnged In composing a history of England. It is supposed that the bishop as- 
■iited him vriUi a little memoir on the oHgin of the Scottish nation. Here, 
however, our poet was suddenly cut off by Uie plague, in 1521, or 153S, nsi 
was buried in the S&roy diurch, where he bad an epitaph, inscribed on the ad- 
jacent tomb of bishop Halsay. It I* painful to think, that in consequence of the 
intestine divisions of liii country, this illustrious and roost nrtuous peiMn died 
B denounced traitor iu a foreign land. 

The only other poem of any e^itent by Gavin Douglas, Is one entitled '' King 
Hart," which was probably written in the latter part of bis life, and contains, 
what Dr Irving styles, " a meet ingenious adumbration of the progress of human 
Sfe." It was fint printed in Pinkerton's collection of " Ancient Scottish 
Poems," 17 6S. 

DOUGLAS, Sm Imss, one of the uioit rem.irkable men of the heroic age to 
which he belonged, and the founder of the great fame and grandeur of one of 
the meet illustrious houses in Scotland, was the eldest son of William Douglas, 
a baron, or magnate of Scotland, who died in England about the year 1 SOS- 
Hie ancestry of this family have been but imperfectly and obscurely traced 
by most genealogists ; but it now seems to be established beyond doubt, that 
the original founder came into tliis country from Flanden, about the year 
1147; and, in reward of certain service*, not explained, wliich he perfmned 
to the abbot of Kelso, received from that prelate a grant of lands on the water 
of Douglas, in I^nnriuhire. In this assignation, a record of which is yet ex- 
tant, be is styled Theobaldus FlainmaticiH, or Theobald the Fleming. WilUam, 
the son and heir of Theobald, assumed the surname of Douglas, from his estate. 
Archibald de Douglas, his eldest son, succeeded in the family estate on Doughii 
water, fiiidus, a younger son of William, became bishop of lUorsy, in 1S03 ; 
and bis four brothers, Alexander, Henry, Hugh, and Freskin, iettied in Moray 
under his patronage, and from these, the Douglases in Moray claim their de- 
scent Archibald died between the years 1S39 and 1S40, leaving behind him 
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two iODB. William, the older, Inhmited the eriate of bi* father; Andreir, the 
younger, becHM (be anoHtor of the Dou^laMa of Dalkeith, afterwards created 
earli of Morton. WilUwn scguired additional landa to the &iiiily inheritanoe ; 
and, by thij meaiu, becoming a looant in diief of the a^»in, wa* coiwidered 
u ranking among the barani, or, as Ihey nere then called, magnatea of Scot- 
land. He died about the year IS76, leaving two Mm, Hugh and William. 
Hugh fought at tbe battle of the Lorgi, in J3Q3, and died about 1288, without 
iMue. William, hi* only brother, and father to Sir Jamei, the subject of the 
present article, succeeded to the family bonoun, nhidi he did not leng enjoy ; 
for, baring etpoused the popular aide in the factionj wliidi soou after divided 
the kingdom, he was, upon the suoeeasful usurpation of Edward ]., dejaiied of 
his estate*, and died a priioner in Eoglaud, about (be year 1302. Of Ibis an- 
cestor, the first whose history can be of any interait to the general reader, we 
hare mode mention in the life of Wallace, and, therefote, hate no occasian to 
recur to Mm in this place. 

Tbe young Douglo* had not attuned to manliood, when tbe caplinty of hi* 
bther ktl him [u]i»ntecled and dutitute ; and in this condition, either prempt- 
ed by lii* own indlnation, or influenced by the suggettion* of friends auxlon* 
for his safety, he retired into France, and lived in Paris for three yean. In 
Ihi* capital, cemaricable, even in that age, f<Mr the gayety and show of ita tnbabi- 
taots, the young Scotsman for a time torgiA his misfortunes, and gave way with 
youthful ardour to the current folliet by which he wa* wurounded. The in- 
telligence of hi* father's death, bowever, ws* sufficient to break him off entirely 
ftoni the loose courses upon which he wo* entering, and incite him to a mode 
of life niMO booourable, and more befitting tbe noble feelings by which, 
throughout life, he was so strongly actuated. Having returned without delay 
into Scotland, be seems first to have preeenCed himself to Lomberton, bishop of 
8t Andrews, and wa* fortunate enou^ to be received with great kindness by 
that good prelate, who prosnolad him to the honourable post «f page in bit 
household. Barbour, the poet, dwells fondly upon this period in the life of 
Douglas, wbom be deecribes as clieerful, courteous, dutiful, and of a generout 
disposition, insomudi, that he wa* esteemed aifd beloved by all ; yet woe he 
not so fair, adds the nme ducreet writer, that we should mudi admire hi* 
beauty. He wis of a tomewhat grey or swarthy compleicion, and had Uadc 
hair, lurcumstance* from whidi, especially among the Englidi, he come to be 
known by tbe tuune of tbe Black Doughs. His bones were large, but well set ; 
his shoulders broad, and hit whole penon to be nmarked as tatber spore or 
lean, though muscular. He wa* mild and pleasant in company, or among hit 
fi-iendt, and lisped somewhat in hit tpeech, a drcumttaoce which it said not at 
all to have miibecome him, besides that it brought him nearer to tbe beau ideal 
of Hector, at Baibour foils not to rMoark, in a not inappropriate comparitDn 
which be attempts making of the two characters. 

Dongas was living in this manner, when Edward, having for Che Isat time, 
oveirun Scotland, called hither an anembly of the barons at Stirling. Tbe 
bishop of St Andrews attended the summon* of the Englitli king on thi* oc- 
casion ; and taking along with bim 0ie young squire whom he had so gene- 
rously protected, resolted, if petsibk, to interest the mooardi in his fortune*. 
Taking bold of s suitable opportunity, the prelate presented Douglas to the 
king, at a youOi who claimed to be admitted to )u* cervioe, and at the same 
lime, made earnest entreaty that hit majesty would locdi favourably upon him, 
and restote him to the inheritance, which, ihnn no &u1t of his, he had lost. 
" What lands doe* he daimP" inquired Edward, The good bishop bad pur- 
posely kept (he answer to this quettion to the end, irell knowing tbe hattj- and 
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rindictiTB tamper of the Engliih king, ond the portiiailRz diilike nhidi he bore 
to the mwaory of llw former DouglM ; but he Mwpnn that the hau^y conqwercr 
>vu neither to be preponeiKd nor conciliated. EdwBid no aooner undsntogd the 
birth of the suitor, thnn, turning ongrily to the bidiap, be- nprotudied hka, in 
hnnh term*, tbr hi* precunption. " The ftther," nid be, " wai- olway* my 
enemy ; and I hare already beitoirad hi* land* upon move loyal fellowua than 
bii mns cnn ever prore." The unftrounible iMin of Ihii wit muat hare left a 
deep andreienlful impreniiHi on the mind of the young Do^ki ; and it nu 
net long before on occasion oAbred whereby he might fully djicorer the incu- 
nble imeteraey of hii hoHllity to the EngUih king, 

While he yet reiided at the bishop'! palace, iDtelligence ul the mntder of 
Comya, and the rerolt of Bnioe, spread orer the kingdoift LanAerton, who, 
it is mjl known, secretly iiiTOured the insurrection, not only nude no difficulty 
of allonlng the young Douglas to join the party, but oren osiited him with 
money to TacilitatB hit purpose. The bishop, it ii olw mid, directed him to 
teiie upon hia own hone fur his use, as if by Tioleiice, ftom the groom ; and, 
accordingly, that serrant in an nnwittihg attention to hii duty, having been 
knocked down, Douglas, unattended, rode off to join the standard of his future 
king and master. He fell in with the party of Bruce at a pkce called Enick- 
■tane, on their pmgresi ftom Lodnnaben towards Glasgow ; trhere, making 
himielf knovni to Robert, he made oflbr to him nf his Nrricei; hoping that 
under the auspices of his rightful goTereign, he might recorer possenion of his 
own inheritance. Bruoe, well pleased with the spirit and bearing of his new 
adherent, and, besides, interested in hii wel&re, as the son of the gsUtmt Sir 
William Douglas, received him ivith mucA ^rour, giving him, at the same time, 
a command in bis small army. This tras the comiaeocement of the friendship 
between Bruce and Douglas, than which, none mtwe sincere and perfect efer 
existed between sovereign and subject 

It would, of coune, be here unnecessary to follow Sir James Douglas, as we 
shall aAernards name him, throagh the same tract deicribed in the life of hia 
hemic master ; as in that, all which it impcorts the reader to know hu been 
already detailed with sufficient minutanen. Of the battle of MethTen, there- 
fore, in which the young knight first signalized' his valour ; that of Dairy, in 
which Ed>ert was defeated by the lord of Lorn, and Sir Jamee woundod ; the 
retreat Into Bacbrin ; the descent upon Amui, and afterwards on the coast of 
Carrick ; in all of which enterpriset, the zeal, courage, and isefulness of Douglas 
were manifested, we shall in this jdacs take no other notice, than by Mferring 
to the life >vliich we have mentioned. Leaving these more general and impor- 
tont movements, we shall foUow the course of our narrative, in othei* mora ex- 
clusively referable to the life and fortunes of Douglas. 

While Robert the Bruce was engaged in rousing the men of Corridc to take 
up arms in his cause, Douglas was permitl«d to repair to his patrimonial do- 
mains in Douglasdole, for the purpose of drawing over the ancient and attached 
vassals of his family to the same interest,, and, in the Sat place, of avenging, 
should an occasion oAex, some of tlie particular wrongs himself and &mily had 
sustained {icom the English. Disguised,, therefore, and acoompaided by only 
two yeomen. Sir James, towards the doso of an evening in the month of Mardi,. 
1 307, readied the alienated inherilimce of bis house, then owned by the losd- 
Clifiind, who had posted within the csstla of Douglas a strong garrison aS Eng- 
lish soldiers. Having revealed himself to one Thomas Dickson, Itamerly hia 
bthn's vassal, and a pn^on possessed of some weallb, and oonsidetabl* in- 
Auence aaong the tenantry. Sir Jam**, and his two foUowar* wera jo3rfiiUy wel- 
comed, and isi«fully concealed within hia house. By the diligence and sagadtr 
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ot this &itliful depeadent, Douglai nu loon made acquaiul«d with the nunbei* 
of thoH, in lh« neighbouriiood, who would be willing to join him in hii enleiv 
pnie, Bod the more impoi^nt of thaw being brought lenetly, and by oue or 
two at a time, before him, he reoeired their pledge* of fidelity and lolenin eir- 
gagementa to auiit him to the ulmoit of their power towardi the recorery of 
bit iDheritance. HsTing, in thii manner, tecured the aniitance of a nnatl, but 
resolute band, Sir Jamei detemuned to put in execudon a project nhldi he had 
planned for the aurpriial of the outle. The garriion, entirely ignorant and 
Dnuupidoui of the madiinationi of their enemiei, and otherwiis far from 
vigilant, offered many opportuniUei which might be taken advantage of to their 
dettniction. The day of Palm Sunday, hovfeTor, wsi fixed upon by Dougiaa, 
aa being then near at hand, and a« fumiihing, betides, a plauiible pretext for 
the gathering together of hii adherenla. The garriion, it not expei^ed, would 
on that fettiTsl, attend diTina terrice in the neighbouring churdi of 8t Bride. 
The followen of Douglat having armi concealed upon their penoni, were, aome 
of them, to enter the building along with the loldien, while the othen remained 
without to prevent their eicape. Douglas, hinvelf, disguised in on old tattered 
mantle, having a flail iu his hand, not to give the signal of oniet, by shouting 
the war cry of his ftuniljr. When the concerted day arrived, the whole garri- 
son, coniliting of thirty men, went in tolemn procession to attend the service 
of the church, leering only the porter and the cook within the cattle. The 
eager followers of the knight did not wait for the signal of attack; fbr, no, 
sooner had the unfortunate Englishmen entered the chapel, than, one or two' 
raiting the cry of " a Douglat, a DoagUu,^ which wai inttantly echoed and 
returned trom all quarten, they fell with the utmost fury upon the entrapped 
gairiaon. Thete defended Ihemielvet bravely, till two thirdi of their number 
lay either dead or mortally wounded. Being refused quarter, thote who yet 
continued to fight were speedily overpowered and made prisoners, so that none 
eicaped. Meanwhile, five or six men were detached to tecure potsettion of the 
castle gate, which they eaiily effected : and being soon after followed by Douglat 
and hit partliani, the viclort had now only to deliberate as to the use to which 
their conquest ihould be applied. Coniideriug the great power and numben 
of the English in th,it district, and the impoaibility of retaining the castle 
should it be besieged ; betides, that the acquisition could then prove of no ser- 
rioe to the general cause, it was determined, that that which could be of little or 
no tervice to IhemseWet, ^ould be rendered equally useleas and unprofitable to the 
enemy. This measure, so defensible in itself, and politic, w«t stained by an 
act of singular and atrocious barbarity ; which, hoivever consiatent with the 
rude and revengeful ipirit of the age in which it wot enacted, remsini the 
sole stigma which even hit wont enemies could ever affix to the memory of 
Sir James Douglas. Having plundered and stripped the castle of every ar- 
ticle of value which could be conveniently carried off and secured ; the great 
mass of the prorisions, with which it then happened to be amply provided, 
were heaped together within an apartment of the building. Over thit pile 
were stored the puncheons of wine, ale, and other liquors which the cellar af- 
forded ; and laitly the prisoners who hod been taken in the church, having 
been despatched, their dead bodies were thrown over all ; thut, in a tpirit c^ 
■nvage jocularity, converting the whole into a loalhiome niots of provi^on, 
(hen, and long after, popularly deocritied by the naiite of the Douglaf Larder. 
These savage preparations gone through, the castle was set on fire, and burned 
to the ground. 

No sooner was Clifford advertised of the miserable ble which had beftllen 
his garriion, than, collecting a sufficient force, he repaired to Douglas In pet^ 
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son ; and hnvin^ cau*ed the caatle to bo rft-edified more ttrongly thaii it liad 
besn formerly, he left a neir gnrriNn in it under the command of one Thirl- 
wall, and returned liiniielf into En^lnnd. Dougtaa, ntiile theic operations 
proceeded, having' diiperied his foUoiren, bestowing in lemre placet, where 
diejr might be properly attended to, such among them a* liad been wounded, 
hirowlf lurked in tb» neighbourhood, intending, on the fint safe opportunity, 
to rejoin tho king's itandard, in company with hii trusty ndherents. Other 
coiuidentions, however, seem to hnve arisen, and to hare had their share in 
influencing his conduct in tliis particular ; for the lord Clifford hod no sooner 
departed, than he resolred, a second time, to ottempt the surprisal of his castle, 
under its netr goternor. The gsrrison, liaiing a fresh remonibrance of d>e fa- 
tal disaster which had befallen their predecesion, were not to be taken at the 
•ame adrantag^e ; aiid some expedient had tbereforc to be adopted which might 
abate tlie extreme caution and vigilance, nliich they observed, and on which 
their safety depended. This Douglas effected, by directing some of his men, 
at ditterent times, to drive off portions of the caltjo belonging to the castle, but 
who, ns soon os the garrison issued out to the rescue, irere instructed to leave their 
booty and betake themselves to flighL The governor and his men having been 
oulSciently irritated by the attempts of these pretended plunderers, who thus 
kept them continually and vexatiously on the alert. Sir Janies, aware of their 
disposition, resolved, without further delay, upon the execution of his project- 
Having formed an ambush of his followers at a place called Sandilands, at no 
great distance troin the cattle, he, at an early hour in the morning, detached a 
feiv of his men, who very daringly drovo off some cattle (roia ttie immediate 
vicinity of the walls, towards the place where the ambuscaden lay concealed. 
Tliirlwall was no sooner apprized of the fiict, than, indignant at the boldness of 
the alfront put upon him, ithich yet he considered to be of the same character 
with those formerly practised, hastily ordered a large portion of the garrison to 
arm themselves and follow after the spoilers, himself accompanying them with 
so great precipitation, ttint ho did not lake timo even to put on his helmet. 
The pursuers, no ways suspecting the snare laid for them, followed, in great 
baits and disorder, aflcr the supposed robbers, but lind scarcely 'passed the placa 
of the ambush, than Douglas and his followers starting suddenly from their co- 
vert, the party at once found themselves circumvented and their retreat cut olf. 
In their confusion and surprise, they were but ill prepared for the fierce assault 
which was instantly made upon them. The greater part fled precipitantly, and 
a few succeeded in regaining their strong-hold ; but Tfairlwall and many of his 
bravest soldiers were slain. The fugitives were pursued with great slaughter 
to the Tery gates of the castle ; but, though feir in numbers, having secured the 
entmnce, and manned the walls. Sir Jfuucs found it would be impassible to gain 
possession of the place at this time. Collecting together, therefore, all them 
willing to join the royal cause, he forthwith repaired to the army of Bnice, 
then encamped at Cumnock, in Ayrsbiie. The skill and boldness which Dou- 
glas displayed in these two exploits, and the success which attended them, added 
to the reputation for military enterprise and bravery, which he had previously 
acquired, seem to have infected the English with an almost superstitious dread 
of his power and resouiv,es ; so thai, if we may believe the writers of that age, 
fen could be found adventurous enough to undertake the keeping of " tlie peril- 
ous castle of Douglas," f<» by lliat name it now came to be popularly distin- 
guished. 

When king Robert, shortly after liis victory over the Eng^h at Loudonhill, 
marched his forces into the north of Scotland, Sir James Douglas remained bo- 
bind, for the purpose of redocing the forests of Selkiric and Jedbm^h to obe- 
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dienoC Hii Snt odnDtuN, howerer, nai the taking, a tecond time, hii own 
CMlle of Douglu, then coannanded by Sir John d« Wilton, an yn g U fh knight, 
who held thii duu^ge, m hii two pivdecenon had dme, imdar the locd CliiTord. 
Sir Jame*, taking along with liim a body <ii armed ineo, gained tlie neighbour- 
hood undiacorered, where himtelf and the greater number immediately planted 
ihemwlTea in ambuMsde, ai near ai poMlble to the gate of the caitle. '^oorteen 
of hia beet men he directed to disguise Ihemselrei aa peasant* wearing tmodc- 
frockM, under which their nnns might be c<WTeiu«iitly concealed, and baring 
ndu filled with groM lud acroai their htHMi, who, in thia guiae, were to pua 
within new of the caatle, aa if they had been coontrynMn cairyug com for taU 
to Lanarii fair. The stratagem had the dcaired effect ; for the garrison bdng 
then scarce of prorisions, bad no mind to let pan so farourable an oj^tortunily, 
■t it appeared to them, oC supplying themaelres; wherefon, the greater part, 
with the goremor, who waa a nan of a bold and reddea dispoiition, at their 
head, ianed out In great haste to overtake and plunder the supposed peaaants. 
These, finding tbemselres pimued, hurried onward with what speed they ooald 
muater, till, ascertaining that the unwary Englishmen had paved the ambush, 
they suddenly threw dawn their sacks, stripped off* the frodts whidi concaaled 
their armour, mouatad their horses, and nusing a loud shout, seemed detenmned 
in turn to become the anailanla. Douglas and his concealed follewm, no 
sootter heard the shout of their oo«ipani<Hia, which was the concerted Hgnal of 
onset, than, starting into tIow in the rear of the Ijiglidi party, these found 
themaelTCS at once, unexpectedly and furiously attadied from two opposite quar- 
tets. In this deapwate encoouter, their retreat to the castle being ^ectually 
cat off, Wilttm and his whole party are reported to hare been slain. When 
this successful exploit was «ided. Sir Jamea found means to gain possession of 
the castle, fonbebly by the promiM of a safo conduct to thosa by whom it waa 
still maintained ; as Iw allowed tho constable and remaining garrison to depart 
unmolested into England, furnishing them, at the same time, with money to d»> 
fliay the cliarges of their journey. Barbour relates, that upon the person of 
the itan knight there was found a letter trom his mistress, informing him, that 
he might well consider himself worthy of her lore, diould he bravely defend 
for a year the adrenturous castle of DtMf^a, Sir James rued the fortress of 
his ancestor* to Uie ground, that it might, on do future occasion, aflwd protec- 
tion t« the enemies of his country, and the usurper* of his own patrimony, 
' Learing the scene mht^e he bad thus, for the third time, in so remarkahle a 
luann^ triumphed orer his adTenaries, Douglas proceoded to the IWesIs of Sel- 
kiric and Jedburgh, both of nhidi he in a short time reduced to the king^ 
Uthority. While empfeyed upon this serrice, be chanced one day, towards 
night-£sll, to coaae in H^t of a solitary house on the water of line, which he 
had no soonw perceived, than he directed his course tovrards it, with the inten- 
tion of there reeling himself and hi* followars till morning. Appxtadiing the 
place with some caution, Douglas could diiUnguisb from the TOices whidi he 
heard widiin, that it was pr^Ktccupied ; and from the oaths which mingled in the 
conreriation, he bad no doubt as to the character of the guests which it coo- 
buned, military men heing then, almost exclusiToly, addicted to the use of such 
temia in their qieedi.* - Haring beset the house with his foUoweis, and forced 

■ the obme cui 

hMi mmgyo 

s Ijinjt he, 



rterusna uu aouaB. si lyvnyi ne, 
And hard ana tty tlurin, ' He Jiw... . 
And be Uut be peisawil [p«n»lTed} wcOI 
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■n Mitiaiice, lb* OMyMiura of tha knigfat praiT«d mH founded ; fbr, after a 
briof bat ihiip oantwt i*ith tbo bunatci, b« ira fbrtonato mongh to aocun the 
penona of Alsxa«der Stuart, Lati B«ukle, and Hiohub Bandolph, tho king's 
napbaiT ; vho were, at that time, not only attadied to the EogUih iDtsreat, but 
•ogaged in niaii^ Utrota to AacV. tha pn^grea of Doug laa in Ibe touth of Scot- 
land. Tbe important conaoquenoM of tJbia aettoii, by wliidi IM>eit gained u 
wiaa and faithful a oounaellor as he erer powened, and Douglat a riTkl, though 
a gOBoroui one «*on in hii oirn field of' giorj, deeerret that it iboold be parti- 
eulariy aotioed in thit place. Immediately npon Uiia adnntiira, Dooglaa, carry- 
ii^ along with him hii tin> priaonen, rejoined the king^ fwoM In tho north ; 
where, nider fail gallant lOTSreign, he Hiitted in die lictory gained over the 
load of Lorn, by wbtch tha Highland* ware at length ooaatiahiod to a •ubmiMian 
to tbe royal authority. 

Without followii^ the enrrant of tboie erenti, in whidk Dongb* either par- 
ticipated, or bote a principal part, but which hate wKO'e properly Mien to be 
dMCiibed in another plaeo, we cmbo to the relation of one mwe eidntiTely 
belonging to the nanaUon of thii life. Tbe caitle of Roxburgh, a fortoeM of 
great intpertaUMie on the bordera ofSootland, had long been in the haiMl* of the 
ff^liah king, by whom it waa ibrongly ganitoned, and oonunilted to tbe diai^ 
of Gillenun de FiennM, a knight of-i)urguody. Douglai, and hii foUoweri, to 
the nunber of about dzty neo, then lutked in tbe adjoining fiveat of Jedbiugfa, 
vAere they did not remain long inaedTB, before flie enterpriaing geniua of iheir 
leader hnd anggestod a plan for the aurpriial of the fMtreM. A petrcn of the 
naiM ot SiaMM at Leadhotae wa* employed to conatruct n^M-laddera fbr 
•caling the wall*, and the nig^t of Sfarove-Tueaday, then near at hand, waa fixed 
upon ai the moat proper fbr putting the project in ezecntiaa ; ** for then," lay* 
Fordun, " all the men, from dread of the Lent seaaon, which na* to begin next 
day, indulged in wine and liaentioucneah" When the appointed night arrired, 
Doughv and hi* braM follower* appnwdiod tbe oMle, wearing bladi froda or 
dkifta, orer dteir armour, that, in the dajilcne**, they might be the mora eHbe- 
tually concealed from the obaerration of the lentinala. On getting near to the 
caitla walla, they crept toftly onward* on their handa and knoaa ; and, indeed, 
wwn became aware of tbe neoenity they were under of obaerring ei«ry precau- 
ti«i ; lor a aentinel on the walla having obeerred, notwitlutanding die darii- 
■e**, their indistinct ccawUng form*, whidi he took to bo thoaa of cattle, re- 
mariied to hi* companion, that fanner tuch a one (naming a huabandman who 
lired in the Qeighbourboad) Mirely made good cheer that night, leeiog that ha 
look lo little care of hi* cattle. " He may make meny to-aigbt, comrade," 
the other replied, " but, if the Bladi Dougia* come at them, be will bn the 
woM another time ;" and, so conrening, theae two peaaed to another part of 
the wall Sir Jamea and hia men had approached eo cloee to the caatle, aa dia- 
tinctly to orerhear Ihi* diacoarae, and alao to mark with certainty the departure 
of the men who uttered ib The wall waa no aooner free of their preaence, 
than Simon of the Leadhouae, fning one of the ladder* to il* lummit, wa* the 
fint to mouuL Thii bold adrenturo waa peroeired by one ot the garrison so 
•oon a* he readied tbe lop of tha wall ; but, giring the itartled *oldier no titae 
to raiae an alarm, Simon (prang aoddenly upon him, and despatched him with hia 
da|g^. Sefoce the oUien coiUd come to hi* nipport, Simon had to (utlaio the 
attack of another antagcniat, whom, alao, he laid dead at his feet; and Sir 
Jame* and hj* men, in a rery brief space, harifig aurmounted the wall, the loud 
aluHS of " a Dougia* ! a Dougliu /" and the nub of' the enemy Into the hall, 
where the garriaon yet maintained t)ie rereb of the erening, gare the fiitt Inti- 
matiim to goranior and men that tbe forttoH had been aaisulted and taken. 
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tjnarmed, bewildered, and moat of lliem intoxicated, the loldiery wore uiu^le 
to make an; eflectual resistance; and in thii defencelesi and hopele^ >(at», 
many of them in Ihe fiiry of the oniet were ilaugl^tered. The g^remor and a 
few others escnped into the keep oi great tower, which they defended till the 
following day ; but having luttainod a Mvere arrow wound in Ihe face, Gillemin 
de Fiennei thought proper to Murender, on condition that he and hit remaining 
follower* should be allowed safely to depart into England, lliesa terms 
hating been accorded, and faithfully fulGUed, Fiennes died shortly afterwards 
of the wound which he had receired. Iliis erent, which fell out in the montii 
of March, 1313, added not a little to the terror with which tlie Douglai natM 
was regarded in the north of England ; while in an equal degree, it infused 
spirit and confidence into the hearts of their enemies. Barbour nttribtitei the 
successful capture of Edinburgh castle by Randolph, an exploit of greater peril, 
and on that acnount only, of superior gallantry to the preceding, to the noble 
emulation with which the one general regarded the deeds of the other. 

The next occasion, wherein Douglas signalized himself by his conduct atid 
brarery, was on Uw field of Bannoddtum ; in which memorable batOe, he had 
the aigiiBl honour of commnuding the centre dirision of the Scottish nu. When 
the fortuae of that great day was decided, by the disastrotis and complete over* 
throw of the English army, Sir James, at the head of sixty horsemen, punued 
closely on the track of the flying monarch, for upwards of forty miles firom the 
Held, and only desisted from the chase from the inaljility of his hories to prooeed 
further. In iho some year, king Robert, desirous of taking advantage of the 
wide spread dismay into which Uie English nation had been thrown, despatched 
lUa brother Edward and Sir James Douglas, by the eastern marches, into Eng- 
land, where they raTaged and assessed at will tlie whole northern counties of 
that kingdom. 

When Bruce passed orer with an nnny into Ireland, in the month at May, 
1316, in order to Ihe relnforoeoMnt of his brother Edward's onus in that coun- 
try, he committed to Sir Jamea Douj^s, the charge of the middle borders, 
during his absence. Tlie earl of Arundel appears, at the same time, to hare 
commanded on the eastern and middle marches of England, lying opposite to 
the district under the charge of Douglna. The earl, encoumged by the absence 
of the Soots king, and still more, by information ivhich led him to beliere that 
Sir James' Douglas vat then unprepared and off hii guard, resolved, by an un- 
expected and Tig<«wu attack, to take this wily and desperate enemy at an ad> 
vantage. For this purpose, he collected together, with secrecy and deBpBt<A, 
an ormy of no less than ten thousand men. Douglas, who had just then seei 
completed the erection of his castle or manor house of Lintalee, near Jedburgh, 
in which he proposed giving a great feast to his military follower! and vassals, 
was not, indeed, prepared to encounter a force of this magnitude ; but, from the 
intelligence of spiee whom he maintained in the enemy's csmp, he was not alto* 
gether to be taken by surprise. AiTare of the route by which the English army 
would advance, he collected. In all haste, a considerable body of archers, and 
about Dny men at anos, and with these took post In an extensive thidiet of 
Jedburgh forest The ponage or opening through the wood at this ploce'^ 
wide and convenient at the southern extremity, by which tlie English were to 
enter, narrowed as it approached the arobush, till in breadth it did uot exceed 
a quoit's pitch, or about tnenty yards. Plating the arcliers in a hoUow piece 
of grouitd, on one tide of the p^, Douglas oflbctually secured them fhtrn the 
attack of the enemies' cavalry, by an entrenchment of felled trees, and by knit- 
ting together the branches of the young birdi trees with which the thidcet 
abounded. He himself took post witli hit tmall body of men-ot-armt, on tbtt 
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other fide of th« pan, and Ulan pntieimr awaited th* approach of die Englbh. 
These preparatioDi for their reoeption baring beau mule with great lecivcy and 
order, the army of Aiundel had no nntncioD of th« inare laid for them ; and, 
having entered the narrow part of the defile, Mem eren to hare neglected tha 
ordinary rule* fv preeerring the proper array of their nutka, theee becoming 
gradually compreued and confuwd aa tha body adranced. In thia manner, un- 
able to form, and, frcmi the preuure in their rear, eijually iDcnpadtatod to re- 
treat, the TBQ of the array offered an unreciiting and &tal mark to the concealed 
ardier* ; vibo, opening upon them nith a rolley of arrowi, in front and flank, 
fint made them aware of the danger of tfieir poaition, and lendered irramodi- 
able the confuiion already obierrable in their ranks. Douglai, at the same mo- 
ment, bunting trom hii ainbiuh, and raising the terrible nar cry of his name, 
furiously assailed the surprised and disordered En^ish, a great many of ivhom, 
from the impracticability of their situation, and the impossibility of escape, were 
stsiik Sir James hiioself encountered, in this warm onset, a brare foraign 
knight, named Thomas da Ridiemout, idiom he slew by a thrust with his d^ 
gar ; taking from him, by way of trophy, a furred cap which it wai his custom 
to wear orer bis halmet. The English baring at length made good their re- 
traat into the opon country, ancamped in safety for the night ; Douglas, well 
knowing the danger he would incur, in following up, with so wnall a number of 
men, the adnuitage which art and stvatogam bad so decidedly gained for him. 

Had this been olherwiM, ha hod servica of a still ntora iramedinta nature yet 
t« perfwm. Haring intelligence that a body of about three hundred men, 
under the cnnmaiid of a person named Ellies, had, by a diflerent route, pene- 
trated to Lintalaa, Sir Jamet hastaned thither with all poaiible expedition. 
This party, Gnding the house deaerted and unguarded, lud taken possession 
of it, tt* also of the prOTJsioni and liquors with which it had been amply pro- 
rided; nothing doubting of the complete victory which Arundel would BchieTC 
orer Sir James Douglas and bis few foUowen. In this state of security, haring 
neglected to set watdief to apprize them of dangers, they trere unexpectedly 
aiaailed hy their dreaded and now fully excited enemy, and merdlessly put to 
the sword, with the exception of a very few trho escaped. The fugitires haring 
gained the camp of Arundel, that commander was no leu surprised and daunted 
by thu new disaster, than he had been by that nhich shortly before befell hit 
own men ; lo that, finding himself unequal to the task of dealing wilh a foe so 
actire and vigilant, he prudently retreated hack into hts own country, and dis- 
banded his foroea. 

Among the other encounters recorded as having token place on the borders 
at this time, we must not omit one, In which the chnrncteriitic and unaided 
valour of the good Sir James unquestionably gained for him the viclory. Sir 
Edmimd de Culand, a knight of Qoscony, whom king Edward had appointed 
goremor of Berwick, desirous of signoliring himself in the serrice of that mo- 
narch, hod coUected a considerable force with which be ravaged and plundorad 
nearly the wholo district of Teriot. As he wns returning to Berwick, load- 
ed with spoil, the Douglas, who had intimation of his movements, determined to 
intercept his march, and, if pos^ble, recover the booty. For this purpose, he 
hastily collected together a small body of troops ; but, on approaching the 
party of Cailand, be found them so much superior to his own, in every respect, 
that ha hesitated whether or not he dioold prosecute the enterprise. The Gas- 
con knight, conRdent in bis own superiority. Instantly prepared for buttle ; and 
a severe con&tct ensued, in whidi it seemed very doubtful whether the Scots 
should be able to withstand the numbers and bravery of their assailonta. Dou- 
glas, fearful of the issue of the contest, pressed fomard with incredible energy. 
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and, onoMmteriag Sir RJ-™— 1 da Gailaad, daw him with bii own hand. Th« 
En^Uh puty, diKOOi^ed by tb« k« gf tfaflir k>d«r, and no loii|^ aM« to 
wilbsUnd the iiiiilwiid ii^ietuaaity Mlh whkii thU gailaat d«ed of 9ii Jaaiei 
had in^Tod hk Ben, soea f«U IntooaBfiNioo, and wan pot to flight with oon- 
•tdenUa BUugfateb Tb« booty, which, ptttriMMly t« ~ 
Mat on towBids Berwidt, wm nrholly raoorend by Iha Scob 

PoUowii^ i^oD thia luaQeB, and. In aoMa oMaava ooonfr 
erant ocoined, lii^uLaly illMtrative of Iha chinhje spirit *t Out aga. Sir 
Balph Nerille, an Eagh^ knigU who then reaidad at Banddc, faaling, it May 
ba luppoaad, hii nation dijfaaii«ur6d, by the paiaet which Iha fufitiTe* in Qte 
lata de£D«t bealowed upon Iha groat praweaa of iloi^;ba, boaalingly dadarad, 
that h« would MoMelf eooeuntar that ScaUiib knigfat, whaDanr hii bamar 
■hanid ba ditplayad in tha neighbowrboad of Barwidc When dua dialiei^ 
iwdied tha can of Douglai^ b« datamined that iho lel^^eaatitnlad rival lAo 
uttai<ad it, ahould not want for the c^portunity iriudi ha oourtad. AAnatiBg 
into Iha plain around Berwidc, Sir Jamea then diiplayad hia banMir, aa a conn- 
ter dialknge to tha knight, calling upon iuta, at IIm Mine tina, by henld, to 
maka good hi* brarado. Ihe Either to incite and irritate &• Qa^iah, ha da- 
tadied a party of hia men, who aet fira to aoaaa nU«|;ea within tight af tta ijaiw 
riiaa. Nanlle, at tlia bead of a mudi mora aamewma totem tbMa that of Iha 
Scot*, at length iuuad forth to attack hia cuamy. Tha combat was well eon- 
taaled on both aid«a, till Doug laa, enoeuntaring Narilla band to hand, i4xin 
proTed to that baia but OTer^Juirdy kni^t, that ha had provoked hia &ta, fac 
ha foon fall under Uie experienced and alnmg arm of hia antagtmiat I'hia 
event decided tha fortune of the field. Itte Englith were con^Btely rewlad, 
and aaTenxl peraoni of diatintiion made priaonei* in the punuiL Taking ad- 
rantage of the ooMtarnatioD cauaed by thii victory, Sir Jamea plundered and 
deaol^ed with fire all the country on the north aide uT the rivar Twaad, whidi 
atill adhered to the EngliA intereet ; and ratuming in trim^ to the breat of 
Jedburgh, divided among hia foilower* the rich booty which he had ao^diad, 
reiarring no part of it, u wai hia genarout cuatom, to hia own uia. 

In tha year 1939, the Scota, commanded by Douglaa, invaded the countiei 
of Northumberland and Durham ; but no record now remaint «f the circum- 
(tancaa attending thia invaaion. In the lama year, as much by tha tenor of lua 
name, aa hy any ttratagem, he laved the abbey of Helroaa from the threateuad 
attack of a greatly iiqiarioi force of the Engliafa, who had advanced againat it 
for the purpoaea of plunder. But the lervice by whidi, in that Uat and moat 
diaaatroui campaign of Edward IL against the Scota, Sir JaoMt moat diatinguiah- 
ed himaelf, waa, in the atten^ whidi he made, aMiated by fiandolph, to force 
a pasiage to the' Engliah camp, at BUand, in Yockilure. In thia deq>eist« eo- 
terpriae, the military geniu* of Bruce ciiine (fportiinely to hia aid, and be 
proved anecenfuL Douglaa, by tlua action, may be laid lo hare given a final 
Uon to the neariy azhauated enargiea of tha weak and uiitguided goreminent of 
Edward ; and to have thui aaaiitsd in rendering hia depoaitioo, Miiich aooo 
after folloired, a matter of Indifierenca, if not of aatialaction to hia subjecta. 

The aame active lieatility which had on ao many occaaiona, during the lifo of 
our great warrior, proved detrimental or ruinoua to the two firA Edwarda, waa 
yet to be exerdied with undiminiahed eiScacy uptm the third numardi of that 
name, the next of the race of Engliah uturperi over Scotland. The treaty of 
truce whidi the diaquieta and neoeaaitiea of hia own kingdom had extorted from 
Edward II. after hii defeat at BUand, having been broken through, aa it would 
seem, not without tbe aacret conninnca or approbation of the Scottiab king ; Ed- 
word IIL, afterwarda ao famoua in Engliah hiitory, but then a minor, collected 
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together •> imwfrnfi A>r«e, Intandinff sot (ml; to t&teogo the ufrkcdoD, bo^ 
by toait dednre Utnr, reeorer tbe hoaoar whioli U« UltBr'a anu had IcNtt in 
the levoUed kiBgdam. The ineiperiflBM ot the jouig ncaMtrah, haweve^ iU 
leoonded h that ma by the oouualt ol Ifaa fiMku nUch tliea gcnanied Ei^ 
loud, GMtM pTO?e BO matdi, «hwi oppoeed Ui the deaigna of » king ao politic la 
Bobert, and the entacpriae and euuDouHate talent of wtdi geaeaia aa Bandolph 
and DougUa. 

The pgeparatioiw of England, fiwugh omdiKtod od a gnat utd aTan «xtt»- 
TDgant icala of expanae, failed in the deapatdi ewantiaHy DecatMry on the pre- 
sent iiiiiaairn ; aUoiri^ the 8«ottiA aimy, ntud eonaiitad of twenty thounnd 
ligfat-araed <»*ilry, aaariy a «iMde mMilh, to plunder and daraftala at will, the 
northern diattictt of the Idngdaoi, bafore any adequate foroe oeuld be brought 
apmi the Said to (^poea Ibeir progreaa. Robert, during faia long irara nilh 
Eni^bnd, hod sdiBii»bly imp«»ed upon tfaa seTera experienoe nhidi his fint 
Dnfortanate <aapaigiw had tai^jfat biin ; and, to well had tba lyttwa whidi be 
sd^ted, bean inwed into the very naturei of hia csptaina and aoldien, by loi^ 
habit aod continued mecaM, that he could not be more ready to plan and dic- 
tate adwaata of defence or aggrc^ion, than hi* lubjecta were alert and leiikHU 
to put feeatincxacMtion. Ha«ai,bc*idaa,f<)ttanateaboTeiDeaiure,intbaGliwce 
of hia genends ; sad partieulaily of tboae two, Bandolph, earl of Moray, and 
Sir Jainea Dau^taa, to whota joint command, the army on the i»««ei)t occanon 
wai tammittad. Moray, though equally InrsTe and courageous with liis compeer, 
inu naturally guided and restrained by wiae and [ffudential tu^estiona ; wiiile 
Doi^Ibs, alnoat entirely under the sway of a languiae and chiTabww ipirit, 
often, by his rery darii^ and temerity, prored auccesaful, where the other umit 
inevitably hare failed. One drcumetanoe, deterring of particular cwnmend*- 
tion, mutt not be omitted, that while in rank and reputation, aai in the pre- 
sent inftance, csnunand, these two great men stood, in regard to each other, in 
a position ^gnlarly n^a to eentinienta of eBTUMU riTslry, the wbc^ coune of 
their lirea and actiMie give amplo ground foe beliering that feelinga of aueh a 
- natture were utterly alien to the charactera ot hotb. 

Of the rttTagee wbiA the Scottish army caanmitled in the north of &igland, 
during tlie ipaoe abofa mentiimed, we hare no partioilan recorded, but tliat 
they plundered all the *illagea and opta towna in their route teema certain ; 
pntidsntly avoiding to dimipate their time and strength by assailing nuoe diffi- 
cult placea. To atone aomewhat for this deficiency in liia narrative, FrtHsaart, 
who on thii period ot Scottish bi«t<N7 was unqueetioDobly directed by aulhMitic 
information, hat l«ft a curioua alcetch of the constitution and economy of the 
Scottish army <^ that day. " The pec^ile of that nation," layi this aaOmr, " are 
brare and hardy, ina«snueh, that when Utey invade England, they will often 
maidi th«r troops a distance of. thiity-^ix railes in a day and night All 
are on hcrsebadc, except only the rahble of followers, who are e-fooC The 
knights and squiies are well mounted on large couriers, or war-honea ; but tile 
coNunona and country people have only imaU hackneys <«■ ponieib Tbey uae no 
carriages to attwid their aimy ; and such is their abstiuence and sobriety in war, 
that they content theraaelves for a long time with half cooked fleih without 
bread, and with water unmixed with wine. When they have slain and skinned 
tlw cattle, which they always find in plenty, they make a kind of kettles of the 
raw hides with the hair on, whidi tliey suspend on four stakes over lirea, with 
the hair side oubuoat, and in these they Ml part of the flesh in water; roosting 
the remainder by meaiM of wooden spits dispocsd around tba same firea. Be- 
sides, they make for themselves a spedei of shoes or brogues of the same raw 
hides with the tMur stiU on them. Each person carries attached to his saddle, a 
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Lirge Hilt plat« of iron, and Iia« a bag of meal fixed on hoiveback, behind liim. 
When, by eating deih ctx^ed u befora deecribed, and without ealt, they find 
theiz itoniBdii weakened and uneaay, they mix up lonie of tbe meal with vater 
into a paate ; and haring healed the flat iron plate on the fire, they knend out 
the pnste into thin cakei, which they bake or fire on theia heated pUtet. These 
cakes they eat to strengthen their ■tomadts." Such an army would undoubtedly 
poaun all the requjiiles adnpted for desultory and predatory -warfare ; while, 
like the modem guerillai, the lecrecy and celerity of their moTementi would 
enable Ihem witli eaae and certainty to elude any formidable encounter* to 
which they might be expoaed from trtx^ otherwiae conitituted than themteltes. 

The Engli^ >rmy, upon which so much preparation had been expended, wn* 
at length, accompanied by the king in person, enabled to take the field. It 
conf isted, according to Froissart, of eight thoutand knighta and iquirea, armed 
in iteel, and excellently mounted ; fifteen thouund men at amu, also mounted, 
but upon holies of an inferior description ; the same number of infantry, or, aa 
that author has termed tliem, seigeantson foot ; and a body of archen twenty- 
four thouiand strong. This great force on it* progreu northward, soon became 
aware of the ricinity of their destructive enemy by the sight of the smoking Til- 
lage* and towns which lonrked their course in efery direcdon ; but having tm 
sereral days rainly attempted, by following these indication*, to come up with 
the Scots, or eren to gain correct intelligenRi regarding their morement*, they 
resolved, by taking poat on the banks of the river Tine, to intercept them on 
their return into Scotland. In tliis, the English army were not more fortunate ; 
and having, from tlie difficulty of their route, been constrained to leave their 
camp baggi^ behind them, they suHered the utmost hardsliips from the tvant of 
provisions, and the inclemency of the n-eatlier. When several days had been 
passed in this fniitle** and haraaiing duty, the trtwp* nearly destitute of the ne- 
cessaries of life, and exposed, without shelter, to an almost incesrant rain, llie 
king was induced to proclaim a high reward to whosoever should first give in- 
telligence of where the Scottish army were to be foucd. Thomas Itokesby, an 
esquire, having among others set out upon this service, was the fint to bring 
back certain account* that the Scots lay encamped upon the side of a hill, nt 
about five miles distance from the English camp. This person had approached 
so near to the enemies' position as te be taken prisoner by the outposts ; but he 
had no sooner recounted his biiuness to Randolph and Douglas, than he was 
honourably dismissed, with orders to inform the English king, that they n-ere 
ready and desirous to engage him in battle, whensoever he thought proper. 

On the following day, the English, marching in order of battle, came in sight 
of tlie Soottisli army, whom they found drawn up on fool, in three diviuons, on 
the slope of a hill ; having the river Wear, a rapid and nearly impassable 
stream, in front, and their flanks protected by jvcks and precipices, presenting 
insurmountable difficulties to the approndi of an enemy. Edward attempted to 
draw them from their fastness, by challenging tbe Scottish lead^S to an honour- 
nble engagement on the plain, a pmctice not unusual in that age ; but he soon 
found, that the experienced generals with wliom he had te deal were not to be 
seduced by any arUiice or bravado, '' On our road hither," said they, " we 
hare burnt and spiled the country ; and /lere we shall abide while to us it 
seems good. If tbe king of England is offended, let him come over and dtas- 
tiie US." The two armies remained in this manner, fronting each other, for 
three diiys ; the army of Edmrd rouidi incommoded by the nature of their situ- 
rilinn, and the continual alarms of theur hostile neighbours, who, throughout the 
night, says Froissart, kept sounding their horns, '' as if all the great devils in 
hell had been tliere." Unable tu force the Scots to a battle, the English coni- 
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manden had uo alternative lefV them, than, by blodcading their praHnt iitu^ 
tion, to eompel tho enemy, by fomme, to quit Uieir impregnable praition, and 
fight at a ditadTsntage. The fourth morning, howerer, prored the futility of 
aucfa a Kheme : for tiie Scott haring diicoTered a place of itill gmater itrength 
at about two miles distance, had «ecretly decamped thither in the nigtaL Hoy 
nere lOon fallowed by the English, who took post on an oppovte hill, the lirer 
Wear still interpoaing itself between the two armies. 

The anny of Edward, baffled and disheartened B> they had been by tlie narli 
■ten and dexterity of their enemy, would seem, in their new position, to have 
relaxed somewhat in their accustomed ngilauce ; a circmnatsnce which did not 
escape the experienced eye of Sir James Douglas ; and which immediately sug- 
gested to the enterprising spirit of that commander, the possibility of executing 
a scheme, which, to any other mind, must hare appeared wild and chimerical, 
a* it wa« ha2ardous. Taking with him a body d two hundred chosen boTS». 
men, he, at midnight, forded the rirer at a considemble distance from both 
armies ; and by an unfrequented path, of which he had receired accuiate in- 
formation, gained the rear of the £jigtish camp undiscorered. On approodiing 
tlie outposts, Douglas artfully assumed the manner of an English officer going 
fait rounds, calling out, as be adranced, " Ha ] St Gieorge, you keep no ward 
here ," and, by this stratagem, penetrated, widiout auspiuon, to the very centre 
of the encampment, where the king lay. Whsn they had got thus for, the party, 
no longer concealing who they were, shouted aloud, " A Douglaa! a Douglas! 
English Ihievee, you shall ail die!" and firiousty attacking the unarmed and 
panio-stcuek host, orerthrew all who came in their way. Douglas, foidng an 
entrance to the royal parilion, would hare carried <rff the young king, but for 
the brave and devoted stand made by bia domeatica, by which be was enobled 
with difficulty, to escape. Many of the household, and, among otheis, l~ 
king^ ovtn chaplain, xealously sacrificed their lives to their loyalty on this oc- 
casion. Disappointed of his jniie. Sir Jamet now sounded a retreat, and 
chafing with his men directly through tiie camp of the English, safely regained 
hU own ; having sustained the lues of only a very few of his followen, while 
that of the enemy is said to have exceeded three hundred men. 

On tlie day following this night attack, a prisoner having been brouglit into 
the English camp, and atrictly interrogated, acknowledged, that general orders 
had been issued to the Scots to hold themselves in readiness to march that 
evening, under the banner of Douglas. Interpreting this informatjon by the 
Eeaii which their recent surprisal had inspired, the English concluded that the 
enemy bod formed the plan of a second attack ; and in this persuasion, drew 
up their whole army in wder of battle, and so continued all night resting upon 
their arms. Early in the morning, two Scottish trumpeters having been seized 
by the patroles, reported that the Scottish army bad decamped before midnight, 
and were already advanced many miles on their march homeivard. The Eng- 
lish could not, for some Ume, give iredit to this strange and unwelcome intelli- 
gence ; but, suspecUng some stratagem, continued in order of battle, till, by their 
scouts, they ivere fully certified of its truth. The Scottish leaden, finding that 
their provisions were nearly exhausted, had prudently resolved upon a retreat; 
and, in the evening, having lighted numerous fires, as was usual, drew off from 
their encampment shortly aAer nigbtblL To effect their purpose, the army 
had to posa over a morass, which lay in their rear, of nearly two milei in ex- 
tent, tUl then supposed impracticable by cavalry. This passage the Soota ao- 
compll^d by means of 4 number of hurdles, mode of wands or boughs of trees 
wattled together, employing these as bridges over the water runs and softer 
places of the bog ; and so deliberately had their nteasurei been adopted and exe- 
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eut«d, that wb«B the whole body bod jamei, Ami van cvefullr nmovad, thu 
tliey migbt aifard )m aMitteace to Oh enen;, iheuU Iboy pttMo th«a by Dm 
tan» trftdc Edwmrd ii lud to luna iMft UtUdy vrben infooMd of tha Mi«p« 
of lk« ScettiA anny j and hi* g«Mnk^ wall wrara Imw uaaniling bdj punuit 
afler lh«ai most prore, wxt day breko up dN oacimfw i * , ^ letimd tmaide 
DvAam. 

Thii wa» the List lignol MtrriM wUdi Douglaa lendand t* fait cn iit ry ; and 
an bononnble pesice barinf booM bma sAannidi cendadod batwMS Ifcotwo 
kiagdomt, Neaud at iMt (o proBua a friet aad padfio tarsfawOoa to a life 
n-bich bad hithorM kBowK no art hot that oC war, tmA bo «^yaMBt bM dM of 
Tictory. Howarei, a diSsnnt, aad to bti>, poMbly, a bmto oaTiabU btt, 
anait»d tba hwoic DniglttL Bnco dying-, *ot knf after W bad w i tno w ed the 
freedom o( bis country MtaUi^Md, nkado it Ua lad requwt, thM Si hmt», m 
bi* oUcrt and moat oteeinod ceapanion in ame, AoM cairy hie heoM ta the 
holy land, and depout it in Ae boly aepiilebro at Jnomlem, t» Ae ond bia no) 
migbl be imbardened of the wwgbt of a tow -wfaitb he felt himee M ' unable lo 
fiilSL 

Oou^aa, attended by a nnneroiii and iiieBdid retuiBe «f knigbto and es- 
qnim, set nil tromi SootUnd, in execution of thii hat iJiai^ cooomitted to bje 
con by bie deceued nuiter. He fint touched in bi« TOyage at Sluyi in Fhn- 
dera, where, baring learned that Alpbonm, king at Caxtile and Leen, waa tlien 
at waged war wilh Otmyn, the Moaiiafa king of Granada, bo wemi to bar* been 
tempted, ]iy the deaiie ef fighting againat the inlidela^ to direct hi* coaise 
into Spain, with intantiiMi, from tbenee, to combat the Saraeeaa tn bis progreaa 
to JeriNalMiL Haring landed In kiag Alpfconeo'a country, that sovereign re- 
ceived Dooglaa with great distinction ; and not the has so, that be expected 
■bovtiy to engage in battle ynih hit Mooriih enenoae. Barbour relate*, that while 
at this conrt, a knight of great renown, whoaa face was all over disfigured by 
the scars of woundi which he bad reeeired in battle, expieeeed hii surprise tiiat 
a knight of «o great Amoo a> Douglaa dioidd bare received no sinular maika in 
his many combtitK " 1 thank hearan," answered Sir James, mildly, " that I 
had always hands to protect lay ftee." And thoae wbt> were by, addi the au- 
thor, praised the anewer mn^, for there was nncb undentanding' in iL 

Dougbs, and the brave company by whom he was attended, having joined 
themselves to Alpbonso^ army, came in view of the Saracens near to Tebos, a 
CBftle on the frontien of Andalusia, towards 6n kingdom of Grenada. Osmyn, 
the Moorish king, had ordered a body of three thouaand cnraby to make a 
feigned attadc on the Spaninrds^ while, with the great body of his army, he 
designed, by a circuitoui roote, unexpectedly, to fall upon the rear of king At 
phoiuo's can^ That king, however, havii^ received intelligence of the 
■tcatagem, prepared for him, kept the mtnn force of his army in As rear, 
while bo oppoMd a luflicient body of troops, to reaitt the attudi which should 
be made on the front divinon of bu army. From this fortunate disposition of 
his forces, the diristian king gained the day over his infidel adrersaries. Ob- 
myn waa dSscomfttod with much slaughter, and Alphonso, improriug his advan- 
tage, g^oed full possession of the enemy's eoinpt 

While the battle was thus brought to a suceessful iesuo in one quarter of 
the (eld, Douglas, and his brave companions, who fought in the van, prov- 
ed themselves no k«« fortunate. The Moow, not Icmg able to withstand the 
furious encounter of tiieir assailants, betook thenuelvea to flight Douglas, un- 
acquainted with die mode of warfare punued among that people, followed hard 
after the fbgitivea, until, finding himself ahnoat deeeiled by his followers, he 
turned his bone, with the intention of rejoining the main body. Just then. 
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bowwar, aliiwriTiig « knight cf hli «tm oompuy to bs laimiii^ed by a body 
of Mmn, who had puUenly rallied, " AIm!" nid he, "yonder wrathy knlgfai 
dull pMiih, but for praMDt balp ;" and wMi the few who now atlended him, 
■m— rting to no mom than ten men, he taraed haitlly, to attempt hii refcue. 
Ha Moa ttami himtelf hard preved by the numben yA\a thronged upon him. 
Taking frran hia nedc die rilreT caaquet nhidt contnioed the heart of Bruce, he 
threw it beiM« him among the thi^eU of the enemy, nying, " Now ptw diou 
onward fcefine ui, m Oioa imt iront, and I will follow thee or die." DougLu, 
and ahaoit the whole of the bniT« men who fought by hii nds, were here ilain. 
Hit body and the eaaquet containing the embalmed heart of Bruce were found 
together upon the field ; and were, by fail lurririog companion!, conTeyed with 
great care and rererenoe into Scotland, llie remaini of Douglni were depotit- 
«d in the ftmily Tsnlt at St Bride's chapel, and the heart of Bruce aolemnly 
inlemd by Moray, dM regent, under the high altar in MelroM Abbey. 

So periihed, almott in die prime of hii life, the gallaiit, and, a* hia grateful 
countrymen long alftctionataly termed him, " the good Sir Jamea DouglM," 
haring aiu rired little more flian one year, the demite of fail royal master. Hit 
death wM soon after followed by that of Randolph ; with whom might be aaid 
to doM the race of illuitrioui men who had rendered the epoch of Scotland'i 
renoTotion and independence lo remarkable. 

DOUGLAS, June, fourth earl of Morton, and regent of Scotland, wai the 
■eeond aon of Sir George Douglai of Pittendreidi, (younger brother of Archi* 
bald, lixtfi eari of Angui, and a grandion of the fifth, or great earl, ityled Belt- 
thf-cat.) The matrimonial connexion of the aisth earl of Ai^ut with Mar- 
garet of England, the widow of Jamea IV., hiought the whole of thi« great 
fitmily into an intimate alliance with Henry VIII., tlmt prince** brother. 

During the reign of Jamei V. aa an adult lovereign, most of them lired in 
banighment in England ; and it troi only after hii death in 154S, that they re- 
appeared in die country. Whether tlie eari of Morton ^tent hii em;ly yean at 
the Englidi court Si not known ; but it it related by at least one hiitorical 
writer, that he trmelled during his youth in Italy. Immediately after the re- 
turn of the fiunily from banishment, he U found mingling deeply in those in- 
trigue* ivhich Angus and othen carried on, for the purpose of prtanoting the 
progress of the reformed religion, along with the match between Henry's son 
and the in&nt queen Mary. He seeuia to bare fi^owed in the wake of hii 
fiuher Sir George, nho nas a prime agent of king Henry ; and who, in April, 
1513, engaged, with odien, to delirer op the lowland pat ef Scotland to the 
English monarch. Previous lo tliis period, the future regent had been married 
lo EHzaheth Dooglni, diird daughter of Jamei, third earl of Morton, who wai 
induced to bequeath hii title and all his estates to this fortunate aoa-in-law, 
conjointly uith his wife.' In virtue of this giant, the subject of our memoir ww 
invested with the title of Master of Morton. It ii KHnewhat ramaikable, that 
on tlie very day when the English ambavador informed hii priooe of the trail- 
orous engagement of Sir George Douglai of Fittendreidi, his ion, the Muter of 
Morton, had a royal charter coofiniung the abore qileudid grant Thii must 
hare been obtained from the feats of die governor, Arran, ogaimt whom all the 
Douglsse* were worhing. In Norember following, the Mader is found hiMing 
out the donjon or p-lncipal tower of hia father^in-lawhi caitle of Dalkeith, 
against Arran ; but, being destiUite of rictuals and artillery, he wai obliged to 
fptt it up, on the condition of retiring with all hii efieiii untouched. Notlung 
more ii leimed of this remai^able paoMi^e till 15U, whan he luooeaded bis 

■ The nuther ef the i^tet,^ wUs, wai Kathaiins IJtnwt, a ntnral danghter of king 
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fnther-In-law, u earl of Morton. Although om of tlte (wlginal lord* of th« 
congregation in 1S57, he did not for unue time tako an actiTa or decided put 
agninN the queen r^eoL He hod received large famun from this lad;, and, 
pouening all that gratitudo which oontiib in a Urely antidpativu of fajoun to 
come, he feared, by ca«titig off her cauw, whidi he (uppond would be Ihe triuio- 
phant one, to compromiie h[i proipect of thoie future adnmtagei. This cauied 
Sir Italph Sadler, the Engliih enroy, to describe him ai " a limple and fearfid 
man ;" worda which are certainly, in their modem kdm at leait, inappliadlte 
to him. Morton nai, however, a comiai«iioner for the lettlement of affain at 
Upsettlington, May 31it, 1559 Afker the return of qu«^ Mary, in 1561, he 
wu iworn a priry couudUor, and on the 7th of January, 1GG3, nm appointed 
lord high chancellor of Scotland. By the advice of hii father the earl of Len- 
nox, Diimley coniulted Morton and the eorl of Crawford in preference to any 
otiier of llie nobility, respectiug the taking' away tbe life of Bimio, when hit 
jealouty had been ioflamed by the preemption of tliat unfortuoole adventurer ; 
and Morton became a principal actor in the tragical calaatropha that ennied. 
It waa Ihe opiniou of theae noblemen that Hizdo ihould be impeadied before the 
parliament, and brought publicly to justice at an incendiary who had lown di(- 
truit and jealouiy among the nobility, and hod also endeavoured to aubvert 
the ancient lain and coulitution of the kingdom. Thii there certainly ivould 
Imve been little difficulty in accompliihing, but it did not tuit the impatient 
temper of Damley, whoae revenge could not be catiated without in uaae degree 
implicating the queen ; and he had determined that her farourite ihould tulFer 
in her aliuoat immediate pretence. He accordingly carried a number of the 
conipimtor* from hi« onn chamber, which waj below the queen^*, by a narrow 
staircase, of which he alone had the privilege, into hen, when cbe had juat nt 
donn to lupper, in company with the cbunieu of Argyle and her unforlunnfe 
secretary, the object of their hatred, vfliom they instantly dragged from hii seat, 
and, ere ihey were well out of the queen's pretence, whose table they had over^ 
tomcd, and whose clothes the unhappy man had almost torn while he clung to 
her and implored her protection, despatdied him with innumerable wounds. In 
the meantime, Morton, chancellor of the kingdom, and the protector of its lam^ 
kept watch in the outer gallery, and his raasals paraded in tlie open court, pre- 
renting all egress from or ingreat to the palace. Tlie effect of this barbarous 
murder wai an entire diange of policy on tlie part of the court. The prot«*> 
tant lords, the principal of whom had been in exile, returned to Edinburgh that 
lame night, and all papists were, by a proclamation issued by the king, com- 
manded to leave the city next day. The queen, though she was enraged in Iho 
hi^est degree, concealed her feeling* till she had completely overcome the 
foolish Damley, whom she persuaded in tbe coune of a fow days to fly with her 
to Dunbar, to abandon the noblemen to wboiti he had bound himself by tbe moit 
solemn written obligations, and to issue a proclamation denying all participation 
in the murder of Kimio, and requiring the lieges to assemble instantly, for the 
protection of the queen and the prosecution of the murderen. In consequence 
of this, the queen, with her now doubly degraded husband, returned in a feiv 
days to the capital, at the head of a formidable nrmy ; and though the exiled 
noblemen who had newly returned, maintained their ground, Morton and his 
assodatej were under the necessity of making their efcape out of the kingdom. 
Through the interest of the oarl of Bothwell, he tvas pardoned shortly aiW ; 
and it was attempted, at the same time, to engage him in the plot that was al- 
ready formed f«' murderihg IJamley. In this, however, he positively refuged to 
concur ; but, practically acquainted with the childish weakness of that unfortu- 
nate young man, he dared not to inform him of the de*ign, nor did he takeanj 
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I to <pnwA iu being executed, which occaiioned him erentually tba 
loM of hii own life. After th« death of the king, and Mary*! nbiequent mar. 
riage to Bolhwell, Morton «a« one of the moM elSdent leaden in the confede- 
racy that itBM formed /or her d<f;iadatioii, and for erecting a proteitant regency 
under her infant ton. He mt the fame year restored to the office of high 
chancellor for life. He wa* also conitiluted high adnural for Scollaod, and 
iherifF of the county o( lildinbui^, vhich had become vacant by the forfeiture 
of BothneU. He, along nith the eail of Home, took the oaths for king Jam** 
VJ. at hi( coronation on Augiut 39th, 1667, to the elbct that he would obcerre 
the laHs, and maintain the religion then publicly laught, u> far ai it wa« in hia 
pomr. The Scattiah treaiury wni at this time lO low, tbnt uhen it na* deter- 
mined to lit out a imall fleet to apprehend and bring to juitlce the not«riout 
BothTToIl, nho to all hit other enonuitiei had now added that of being a pirate, 
in which capacity be nai infntiiig the northern iiUndi, it vat found to be Ini' 
practicable, till Morton g«nerouily mme forward and lupplied the necMaary 
Biun iiom hii prirate pune. 

During the regency of the eori of Moray, Morton mu an adire and able b«- 
ilatant to him on all occaiiona He waa one oi the principal conunanden at the 
battle of Idngiide, and to hia courage and good conduct it waa in no anudl ds* 
grea owing, that the rcsulti of that memorable day were of luch a Javourable com- 
plerion. He waa alao one of the conunivfoners in the famous conferencea at 
York. On the murder of the regent in the year 1570, Morton became the head 
of the proteitant or king's party, though Matthew, earl of Lennox, wai created 
regent, chiefly througli hii intereit and that of queen Klizabeth. Nerer uaa any 
country, that had made the imalleat prt^rev in cirilizatioD, in a more deplorable 
condition tban Scotland at Uiii time. At Uie time of the regeot** murder, the 
whole, or nearly the whole faction of the Hamilloni were collected at Edin- 
burgh, eTidendy that they might be able to improve that erent for advancing 
theb Tiewi, and, the very night after the murder, Ker of Femihunt, nccompa' 
iiied by lome of the Scotti, entered England, whii^ they waited irith fire and 
sword, in a manner more borharoua than even any of their own moat barbarous 
precedents The leaaon of this was, that they did not in this instance lo much 
desire plunder, the usual IncentiTe to these savage inroads, as to provcdie the 
English government to declare war, whicli they vainly supposed would advance 
the inteiects of (heir faction. Elizabeth, however, was well acquainted with the 
state of Scotland, and, aware that strong eilemal pressure might unite the dis- 
cordant parties, and make tliem for a time lose sight of thaw individual objects 
which every paltry diieftain wai so eagerly pursuing, sent her ambassador Han- 
dolph to assure the Scottish council Uuit her afl^ion towards Scotlnnd was not 
at all abated, and, as in fonner times of great confuuon ahe had not been back- 
ward to assist them, she would not be so now. As for the robberies and the 
murders that had so lately been committod upon her people, being aware tliat 
they were authoriied by no public authority, she would never think of punishing 
the many for the errors of the feir. These marauders, however, she iniiited 
should be restrained ; and, if they felt themselves incompetent, by reason of 
their public commotions, to do this, she olTered to join her forces to tlieirs for 
that purpose^ He also added, in name of his sovereign, many advicea whidi 
were regarded by the council as wholesome, ofjuitable, and pious, but, as they 
had as yet elected no diief ma^trate, he was requested to wut for an answer 
till the beginning of May, on the lir^ doy of which the parliament was sum- 
moned to meet The interim wat busily, as might eadly havo been foreseen, 
employed, by the faction of the qtieen, in preparing, either to prevent tbe par- 
liament fiwn being assembled, or to embroil its proceeduigs, if it did. Gla*- 
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gow, tfaenfOTS, belief oanvement for tke HamiltiMi, mi fint flxad on w the 
g«neisl raadanooi of Ifat pnty , wtMon Ibe; urate t« Morton, and fli« p^y 
«f tbo king, (o B«et dm* eillNr «t PaUcufc or Linbt^ow. Thia not Mng 
■gned to, Km qneenl fiu^kn nmofod UhdnItm to Unlithgow, and aftennrdt, 
AinkiBg to pomuida th* citiwii* to juB tiMn, into Edinbwgh, FiHlod in tliii, 
(bougb Kiiluldf , tbo govwncw of tlw «ntl«, lud declat«d fbr Aeni, u abo io 
their ain to amobla Ik* pariiament b«fon tba i^poiBtod time, they, brfors 
that tima approadted, tritbdreir to LinlithgDir, nlienca they iiRwd an edict, com- 
mnding all the iiegu to obey only die oomnuMJowew of the queen, and aum- 
maning' a parlianMDt to meet in tfa«t plaoe on the Sd of AagmL Preriowly 
to their leariof Edinbiirgli, tlM &ction deapalched two ipedal laesaengan into 
Otglaiid, one to meet viitfa the earl of Sdmox, vho wsa on liia march with mi 
army to puniah tlm Sootla and the Eeia, wilk thair adberent*, nho had m bar' 
banwily, a lew month* before, carried Are and ewoid into England, — praying 
ibr a trace, till they ihould be able to inform the queen, Elinbelh, by letter, 
of the state of iheir affain. The other carried the said letter, itfaioh contained 
the moit exo^fented rtateraenta of their own atrength, and not obactmly threat- 
ened war agaimt the EngUah nation. It alio contained a requeat Aat E]i^»eth, 
Bi aibitren of the a&in of Sootlimd, ihould annul the deo'eei of the two former 
yean, that the whole bunneM ihould be gone orer anew, and aettkd by the 
common conaent of alL Tmating to (he ignorance of the Engliih, they ven- 
tnmd to append to thit docanwBt, not only all tbe name* of the party, but 
many «f thoee of (he other, and dte whole of thoee that rtood nenler. Sumot, 
haring ftdi authority, opened both llieee deqntdwa, and perfectly aware at the 
6aDd, aent back the mewengera with contempt He alio trannnitted cc^Iea of 
the letter* to the sdherenla of the Idng, that they might know what wai going 
on ammig their eneniei ; in conaequence of which they lent on embauy to 
Elisabeth, to treat about repreacing the ooramoa enemy, and to ihow their rc- 
•peot for her, prt^oung, in the choice of a regent to be gaidad by her wiibe^ 

Sunex, in the meantime, ftnl«red Teriotdale, and laid watte witliout lae rcy 
the whcde pOMCMioni belonpi^ to Ae Scolti and the Ken, and generally all 
tbeae bel<mging to the partlian of Mary. Under pieteaice of being ictenged 
OB the JohnitiHii, lord Scrope entered Annandale in the nme manner, and 
committed limilar depredationi. They eren carried their nraget into Clydes- 
dale, i^ere they bimit and dertroyed the town and caitle of Hamilton, and 
carried aft a large booty from the difihrent eatatea in that quarter belonging to 
the Hiuniltona ; after nhich they returned to Berwick. The aie«enger, who 
had been by Um protettant lord* icnt to Elizabeth, in the meantime retuited 
with an auiwer that contained (he itrongeit expreaiont of lutoiiidiment at the 
length of tune Uiat had elapeed from the death of the regent, before they had 
thought it meet to make her acquainted wilh the state of their affatri, and in 
contequence of the delay, ihe ileclared, that she could icarcely determine in 
what manner ihe should conduct Iwrself with regard to them. The truth ma 
that she had been agiiia trucklbg irith Mary, irho had promised to cause her 
party In Scotland deUver up the earl of WetlmoreloDd and some other fugitlTca, 
subjecta of Elimheth, who liad taken refuge among them ; in consequence of 
whtdi, Sumex had been recalled, and to sare appearances with both, she wna 
now naceaiilated Io propose anotlier conference, with a riew to the clearing of 
HaryV diai*Cter and restoring her to Ihe exercise ti aorereign authority. 
Both parties were in the meantime to abstain Irma lioatilities of erery kind, 
and whaterer innoratiom they bad attempted by their public prodamation^ diey 
were to annul by tbe mme means. 

Nothing could hare been contriTcd more discouraging to the Idng^ frieiA 
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or more datarimeDbl to Ika intarMts of SeoUaBd, 0»a (udl ■ dfttomtiiBtiaB u 
thti ; but tkmy Iwd do Otam la& Tbef balwnd aiAer to be annted bj Ibe 
qu««ii of Ea^aod, or nm tte faawrd <tf a da^|arau* di9 mr with tbeit own 
party, eouidarahljr ^ainUied by th* dilatory Banner in wUck they had al- 
ready aelcd, and the cJiauaa vt the appeatt f*? b«ii^ BMiflt«d by a t^oog 
auxUiary fatta front Fmoce, wUch had been often proaiiaad, and at atbea 
botutod of, goMraUy lannag tlM bm* wunfianaad rlnara, who had little know- 
ledga of the iateraal icna^ of Frawe, «r of tha poU&at babmoe tbat Might 
externally imy bw oooudlt, aod prefont her gorenneat firom actiag aceord- 
iD|f ta either their pvomiiea or their viihea. Bat tbey vera not oMogether 
blind to the diAodtiei in which, bytha lubiilty tf hnr pcdicy, EUabetb waa in- 
volved ; and tbey dioaa a adddle ooiate, trurting to the cheater of accidenta for 
an iHua more tucoeMful than they eould fully <v clearly foreaee. SendMe 
how Bm^ tbey had loat by the delay in appointinf aome penoo to the re- 
gency. they proceeded to oreate Uatthevr, earl of LeoiMn, regent t31 the middle 
of Joly, by wUob time thej calculated npon asoertainiBg the pleaniie of EUaa- 
betbt of whoae friendabip tbey did im( yet deapair. 

Tba earl of I^nnox nu not by any meona a man of comBandii^ talent, but 
be waa a man of kindly aflecttona, and a loror of hia country ; sod with the 
asuatanee of hia council, «et bimielf in good earneit to correct the diaoiden 
into whidi it had fallen, when about the beginning of July, letten arrired 
from Elizabeth, filled with expre«ione of higb regard both for the king and 
kingdom of Sootkind, and promiiing them both her bert oaMatsnce ; and tbougb 
■ha wished tbem to aToid the nomination of a regent, ai in itaelf InTidiaaa, yet 
if her opinion were aaked, she knew no penon who ought to be preferred to 
the kiug'i grandfather to that office, becauee none could be thought upon wb» 
would be more fiulhful to hia pupil nbile a minor, uor had any one a prefer- 
able rig^i On the reception of tbii gratefiil cvmmunication, I^nnox ««« i»< 
mediately dechnd regent, and baring taken the utual oath far peeerring the 
religion, the lawf, and libertiea of hii country, he iawed a proclamation, cenw 
mauding all who wwe capable of bearing arm* to ifipaar at Linlithgow on the 
9d of Auguet. Hia purpoce by thia wa« to prevent the aveitibUng of tbe 
pnrty meeting, wfaidi, under tbe ostng ef a parliament, waa called in nsine of 
the queen, for the Snd day of September, he himaelf having lummoned in name 
of the king a parliameut to meet on the 1 0th of October. He «w accordingly 
attended on ^ day appointed by five thouaand at IJulilhgow, where the party 
of the queen did not tbioh it adriaable to appear. Hearing, however, that 
Huntly hod inued orden for a large army to be aMembled at Brechin, tbe 
garriton of nrhich had begun to infest the highwiyt, and to rob all tiavellera, he 
unt againat that place the lords Llndaay and Bulhven, with what force* they 
could collect at Perth and Dundee. Tbe subject of this memoir followed Uiem 
with eight hundred horse, and was at Brechin only a day behind them. Tbe 
regent bimsolf baring despatched the men of Lennox and Beolrew to ^otect 
their own country, in case Argyle should attack them, followed iu Ihn^e days, 
and waa waited upon by the nd>ility and gentry, with tbeir followers, to the 
number of seven Uiousand men. Huntly had now fled to the north. The gaiv 
rison of Brechin made a show of defending tbemselies, but were soon brouglit 
to submit at discretion. Thirty of them, who had been old otfenders, were hang- 
ed on the spot, and the reminder dismissed. 

The regent relumed to Edinburgh in time to attend tbe meeting of paHia- 
ment, which harmoniously conSrmed his authority, which the queen^ f^'y 
observing, had agmn recourse to the French and the Spaniards, with more 
eamestnesi than ever, intreating them to send the premised aaiittance for the 
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restoring of ths queen ind the viotent religion, tlie latter depniiling, tlief nltl, 
upon the tonaar. ^Qollier pulianMnl being appointed for the SSlh of Janiuiry, 
1510, ihe queen's party, through the qneen ofEuglond, procured a renews! oi 
the truce till ttie matteii in dii{«its ihoidd be debated before her. Tha pariia- 
meiit on tbii account iraa pror^ued from tlie 35tb of January till the begin, 
■ling of May ; and on the 6th of February, the earl of Morton, Rdwtt Pilcaim, 
abbot of Duu^rmline, and JamaiAIacgil), irere deipatdied to London to bold the 
conrerence. For this second conference before tiM agent* of ElJiabeth we must 
refer our readen to the life of Mary queen of Scoti. We cannot for a moment 
«up])oie that Elizabeth had any terioui intention!, at any period of her captivity, 
to reitore queen Mary, and they were probably leu lo now than erer. Ilie 
propoiali Bhe made at tliii time. Indeed, wero k> degrading to both partial as to 
be rejected by both with equal cordiality. There had been in tbii whole 
busineai a graat deal of ihuffling. Mary had undertaken for her partiianB that 
they would deliver up to ElJsibeth the fogitive) that Iiad made their eecape 
from juitice, or in other words, from the puniihment which they had made 
thenuelrei liable to on her account ; but inalead of being deliTered up to Eliia- 
betli they were safely conveyed into Flanders. Mary had al»o engaged that 
her partiioni should abstain from courting any foreign aid ; but an agent from 
the pope, who had vainly attempted to condliale Elizabeth, isiued a bull of ex- 
oommunic&lion ngainit her, declared her an usurper as well u a heretic, and 
absolved her subjects ftvm their oaths of allegiance to her; yet with inexpUcahle 
pertinacity, Elizabeth seemed to divide her ngards betneen the parties, by 
wliich means she kept alive and increased their mutual hatred, and was a prin- 
dpal instrument of rendering the whole country a scone of deraitatlon and 

While this fruitless negotiation was going on, the tinice was but indtTercutly 
observed by either party. Kiikaidy and Maitland having possession of the 
castle of Edinburgh, and being free from tlie fear of any immediate danger, 
were constantly employed in training soldiers, taking military possesion of tlie 
most advantageous posts in the city, seizing die provisions brought into Leith, 
and by every means making preparations for standing a li^e till the promised 
and ardentiy expected avistsnce should arrive from abroad The Honiiltons 
oftener than once attempted the life of the regent, and they also seized upon 
the tonn of Paisley, but Lennox, marching in penon against Ihem, speedily re- 
covered iL He also mandied to Ayr against the earl of CaisJllis, «ho gate Ills 
brother to the regent as a hostage, and appointed a day when he would come 
to Stirling and ratify his agreement. The earl of Eglinton and had Boyd at 
the tame time made Uieir aubmisuon to the regent and were taken into favour. 
The castla of Dumbarton too, which had all along been held for the queen, foil 
at this time, by a piece of singular good fortune, into the hands of the mgent. 
In the castle ware taken prisoner* Monsieur Venic, ambassador &om the king 
of France, John Hamilton, archbishop of St Andrews, and John Fleming of 
BoghalL The archbishop was shortly after hanged at Stirling, a* being con< 
cemed in the plot* for murdering Uarnley and the regent Moray. In the 
meantime, Morion, and the other commissionen that had accompanied him, re- 
turned from London, having come to no particular conclusion. Morton gave a 
particular account of all that bad passed between the oommissioners, to the 
nobki aisedbled at Stirling, who entirely approved of the conduct of the oom- 
nuniooera ; but the further consideration of the embassy was pottponed to the 
fint of May, when the parliament was summoned to assemble. Both partiee 
were now fdly on the olett ; the one to hold, and the other prevent, the meeting 
on the day appointed. Morton, after the nobles bad approved of lus conduct, 
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retiuned to hU house at D&lkeilh, atlended by a bundred foot loldien and a 
fi)w hone, H a gnord, in eate he ihoidd be atUcked by the lowiwinei], or (o 
repreEs their incuniom tilt n ■afRcient f(H«e could be coUecled. Morton, u 
dciired by the regent, hniing unt a detachment of a few honemen and sliont 
(efenty foot to Leitb, to publi'ih a proclanution, forbidding' any perion to lup- 
ply the fnction of the queen nith proTiiiom, nrntt, or trarUke itorei, under 
pain of being treated ai rebsla, they ^re^e attacked in their way back to Dal- 
keith, and a imart ikirmiih enaued, in which the townimen were driTcn back 
into the cdty, though with no grent looi on either tide. Thia mu the begin- 
ning of a ciiil war that raged with nnuiual bittemeM till it wai terminated by 
the inlerrejition of Elizabeth. The regent not being prepared to beaiege the 
town, wilhod to abstain from rioleiice ; but determined to hold the approaching 
parliament in die Canongato, within tlie libertiea of the city, at a place called 
i^t Johu'i crou, he erected Ino fortification*, one in Leith Wyod, and the other 
at tile Dove Craig, whence hii loldiert fired into the tovrn during thi> whole time 
of the litting of the parliament, ilayiog great number* of the loldien and citi- 
Een«. This parliament forfeited Maitland the secretary, and two of his brothers, 
with seTeral others of the party, and wu held amid an almost constant dis- 
charge of cannon from the castle ; yet no one waa hurt On iti rising, the 
regent and Morton retired to Leith, when ths party of the queen burnt down 
the houses irllhout the walls that had been occupied by them ; and as they with, 
dreiv towards Stirling, they sent out their honemen after them to Corslorphine. 
Before tbey reached that place, however, the regent was gone ; but they at- 
tacked the earl of Itlorton, who slowly withdrew towards Dalkeith. A* Morton 
afterwards wnylnyed all that carried provisions into the town, a party was 
lent out, supposed to be sufficiently strong to bum Dalkeith. The earl, bow- 
ever, gate Ihem battle, and repulsed them to the marches of the Btvou^ 
IVIuir. The garrison seeing from the coitle the discomfiture of their lUends, 
sent out a reinforcement, wliich turned the tide of victory ; and but for Uie 
c.-vre1e<sneu of one of the party, who dropped hi* match into a barrel of powder, 
the whole of Morian's party might hare fallen victim* to their temerity io pur> 
suing the enemy so far. This accident, whereby the horse tiiat carried the 
powder and many of the soldiers were severely scorched, put an end to the aC- 
' fray. Eliiabeth ell this while had profeited a kind of neutrality between the 
parties. Now, however, ihe sent Sir Williain Drury to Kirkaldy, the captain of 
the CMtlo, to know of him whether be Iield the castle in the queen's name or in 
the name of the king and regent ; assuring him ttiat if he held it in the name of 
the queen, Elizabeth would be Iiis extreme enemy, but if otherwise that she 
would he his fViend. The captain declared that he owned no authority in 
Scotland but that of queen Mary, The regent,,when Drury told him tliis, sent 
him back to demand the house to be rendered to him, in the king's name ; on 
which, he and all that were along with him should be pardoned all by-past of- 
fences, restored to their rents and pcsiessioni, and should have liberty to 
deport irith all their eflecU. This offer, the captain, trusting the " carnal wit 
and policy of Lethington," wa* lo wiiJied and so foolish as to refuse, and the war 
was continued witli singular barbarity. The small party in the cattle, in (n'der 
to gire the colour of law to their procedure, added the absurdity of holding a 
partiament, in which tliey read a letter from the king's luolhor, declaring hec 
resignation null, and requesting that she might be restored, which wd* at once 
complied with i only they wanted the power to take her out of the hands of 
Eliabeth. In order to conciliate Ihe multitude, tbey declared that no altera- 
tion should be made in the pretbyterian religion, only those preadiers who 
should refuse to pray for the queen were Ibrbidden to exerdse their functions 
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'Hmm mode fanni, fn>m wUch no duibt Ji man of to much cuaniiig u Letliiilg- 
teBAxfMtod bappy nwlli, tended eDly to reodw ibe patty ciilkuloui, withoid 
prnriiiniBg diev ft hdi^ pwtii»i^ Tbe i^ent, bU vihois motioni vara 
dimeUd by 3tvHoa, mi iad«latigftlil«, and by ui order i^ the eOHn, Iha 
OMMOy wai'lo Mod hiie • oertiuD nuoiber of men, wlio wei« to cwre foi iia*t 
■MUht, one pwt «f the countjiy celievbg the olhev by tumi. To nvrate tlio 
mriout ihiiiiiiJ>ia of the contaudiDg; partiei, bj they tended to little to any de- 
CNUve raault, though the lubject of Hum nemoir bad a principal hand in Iheu 
aif, wouU be an unprofitable •• Hell it an uDpleoumt laik We ihall there- 
fare pa« over tbe greater part of them ; but the following ws cannot omit. 

MoctMi, being weary and woni out with conelant watebiog, and be*idee afflicted 
witb ticknea*, retirad with the regent to Stirling, wbei« tbe trhole party, alwig 
«itli tbe EnglJab ambaHador, thought thamialre* in perfect lecurily. The men 
of Um ritfla, in order to make a flourUi before Sit William Bnuy, caioe forth 
with their idtale forcea, ai if (o gin dteir opponaula an opan challenge, to fiujg 
tbam if .tb«y dwed to be aa bold. OlartDn, uho woe certainly a braTo man, 
being teld of thia ciwumitanne, roaa from hi* bed, put on hii armour, and led 
fiirUi hi* men a* iar a* Hertalrig, whoM be put them in battle array, facing the 
qneen'f adharenti, ivbo had drawn up at the Quarrel Hole*, baring along with 
Ibem tiro fieldr-pieoei. Drury jode betivaen the ormiet and entrwted tlwm to 
return bonte, and nitt ipoil ollhepei of accommodation by ireih Uoodabed. To 
thia be at lengUi brought tliam to agree, only tbey wanted to ksow wbo abuiU 
leave the g>ound fiiiti Drury endearoured la latiify both by f*°"'''ng betHven 
the anniaf, and giving a aignal whidi both ibould obey at the tome time. 
Morton wat willing lo obey tbe »ignal ; but hi* anemis) threatened tfaat if he 
did not celire of hi* own accord they nuuld diire him from the field with di«> 
grace. Iliia nai enough for a nun of hit ptoud ipiriL He wat loath to nAood 
the £ngli*h ; but he couceind that bo bad abundantly teitified hii moderation, 
and he therefore rudiad like a whirlwind upon hii foe*, tvho, panio^lmck, fled 
in a miHuent toward* the naareit gate, ubich not being wide enough lo receive 
at ouoe tlie flying cloud, many were trodden down and taken priaonen ; only 
oae nwUl poriy who rallied in an adjoining cbunJ>-yard, but who again fled at 
die tint charge, loade any retiitBnc& So complete wbm tlie panic au>l so dic- 
orderiy the flight, that, leaving the galea unguaidad, erery men fled full speed - 
toward* tbe ce*de ; and bad not the regent'* loldieia, too intent upon plunder, 
n^|l»cted the opportunity, tbe city might ham been taken. Gatin Haaiilton, 
abbot o/ Kilwinning, wa* iloin, with upward* of fifty *oldiar*, and there irera 
taken. priaoBOM the lord Home, caplain Cullen, a relation of liuntly'*, and up- 
tHvda of lereuty addier*, with tone banemen, and tbe two field-pieces. On 
the lido of the eegent there were ilaio captain Wynii* and one *ingle loUier 
Thi* adrenWe befel on Saturday the 86th of June, and, for it* fatal i**ue, 
KB* kug oiled by the people of Edinbiwgb, the Buck Stinaotx. Tbe ladlon 
at the ^(iteen held another parliament in the meotb of Auguat, (till more ridi- 
ealoua tbatt the jHreceding ; but in the ntonlh of September, Kiriialdy, tba 
governor of the castle, projected an expedition of the moat deciaive diancter, 
atid which, had it lucceedod, mu*t have put an end to the war 1 hi* waa no 
1m* than an attempt to autpriaa Stirling, where tbe regent and all Uie noble* in 
amity with him, were sMembled to hold a parliament, and it wa* hoped they 
abould all be either killed or taken priuHieii at the aame nMMDeot llie lead- 
en who wore oheeen lo execute Ihe projed^ weie tba earl of Huntly, liwd 
Claud Hamilton, tbe laird of Buccleucb, and the laird of Wocmeaton, and they 
«Mre allowed Ibaee bundled foot and two hundced IxHaemen ; and that the iaiA 
might read) their deatioatiou uo&tigued, they prased tbe day before every 
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Lmm tfaat oune into Die martiet, opon irfilch, nd behind A* VmeiMD, Onj 
were bB roauntei In tttis nnuuier diey left Edinburgh on th« eToilng' of tb« 
3d of September, 1571. Taking an opporile diveotion till th«7 wn« fofaty 
quit of the town, they marched itnight for Stirling, where th^ orriTed at 
three o'clock In the moming', and reodted the mufcet place wMmnA to inucb 
a* a dog lifting iU Toice agaimt them. They had for their guide Oeorge Bell, 
a natire of Stirling, wlio knew eTCry indlridjal lodging aad itAIe ttilhiB it, 
and hi) first care wa* to point them all out, that men might be ilatiamd at 
them, to force up doon and \ming forth the pnwnen out of the lodging*, md 
hoTMi tnm the ilablea. The fbotinen were piaoed in the (treett hy bmdf, 
with ordeit to dioot eiwi y penon belonging to ■Hie town, withoat dlrtiiHtion, 
who mij^t CMM in their way. The itables were inatimtly cleared, (fiv dn 
graater p«t of the iuTadeii belonged to the borden, and were excellently 
well acquainted with cstryii^ off* prim in tite dark,) and the flneat honea of 
the nolnlity were ooUected at Ae eaat port. The privonen bw bad been moat* 
ly seized, and were already in the atKeta, ready to be led away, ftir they wen 
not to he put t« deaA tiQ they wen at) usembled ontaide the t«ma wriQ. 
Morton, bowerer, happened to be In a strong hooM, and with hi* lervauli 
made mkA a deapenue iviiitxnce tiiat the enemy conid only obtain entrance by 
Mtting- it ou Sn, After a number of his lerranti had been killed, he nude bit 
escape through the flames and (urrendered himself prisoner to his niatlon tlw 
laird irf Buccleod). The regent too was secured and the retieat sounded, bol 
the merchants' shops had attracted the borderers, and they could not on the in- 
stant be lendled team their ordhmry rocstion, tlH Enkine of Marr, who com- 
manded the caslle, iaued Mitrwich a body of nunqtieleert, ttliteh he placed hi 
an unffniihed house ftat commanded the market place, and which, from its bring 
empty, die vHEudna had neglected to occupy. From diis comman£ng station 
he aniwyvA them so frierotiaTj' that they 8ed In corrftisiMi, and in the narrow 
lane leading to the gate trade doitn one another, so that had then b«wn any 
tcterable naraber to jmn in the pursuit, not one of them conld have eecaped. 
Hw iiihsbitmt* ef the tvwn, howerer, w«re ftiat anemUing, and the inTiders 
were under the acwssity ofquitting their pritonen or of beii^ instantly cut to 
pieoec. Tboae iAo had taken Alexander eari of Glencatm and Jomea ein-l of 
MorUm, were fdn, fo* the wing of their lires, to dallTSr fliemsehea up to 
their prlsMiets; and caplaim Colder, seeing the day )o*t, shot the regent, who 
ms in the hands of 9p«noe trf Wornierton. Woimeaton had already Rceind 
two wounds in defending his pnsoner, and now he wns dain outright Two of 
Ihase who had stndi at the npnt and wounded him after being taken. Dot 
being, able t« esaape t« their ftiends, wen seiied and hanged. The pur- 
suit jtm honerer prevented, by Hie tMeves of Teriotdrrle harii^ in the b^5- 
■ing «f the oAi* carried off* all the horses, so that thoae who once got clear of 
the gui« had no diSculty in eseapii^. There wen in Stirling at this lime 
with the regent, Morten, Argyle, Casailfis, Glenodm, Eglintnn, Montrcee, 
Bochan, SMhnn, Glarals, Sempill, Ochihrae, Cathcarl, and Metttren, all of 
whom, had dw |4ot tecMeded, would iMre been either killed or made pri- 
aoaeiK Tlie r^^eiH died Ae same aight, and Marr memeded him in his office, 
(hough U was snppeaed fltat Morten was the rfroice of the queen of England. 
The jnallanenl wsa eonthiBed by the new regent, and a gieat number at the 
qiieertfiKtIoB'WM«ftn«fedled. The parti sment was no sooner concluded than 
tlM le gw U hastened t« besiege Edinburgh, for which great pnporBtioiw had 
be«n ramde by Ike n^ent Lennox, lately deceased. Scotsmen in those dnyi 
haA bat litlb ridll in Mtarfdng fbrtified places, and Aough tlie regent erected 
batterlee in dillermt sitnatioiu, their efforts wen inconsiderable. The (lege of 
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couno was nbrniduned, and — 

Maitlma and KWinldy, in ccmpany, now had mcoupw to ElliabeOi to «ctU« 
Oieir dicputei ; but they «xp«ut«d their proptrty and their office! restored, and 
for lecurity, that Kirkaldy jhould retain the command of the ca*lle. Eliiabeth 
offered to protect thorn and to treat i.itU theregent on their Iwhalf; but, laying 
ftiide ditguiie, ahe informed them that Mary liad been m> ill adrieed, and adopt,- 
cd mewure* *o dangeroiu to her, tliat irhile stia lired she ahould neither have 
liberty nor nde. 

It wna about ihi* time that John, lord Jlaxwell, mu marrisd to a lisler of 
Ardiibald, earl of Angiii. Morten, for the entert^nnwnt of a number of gen- 
tlemen and ladiei on the oouuion, had itoce of wines, reniion, &c. pro- 
rided, whiuh being brought from Pertli on the way towardi Dalkeith, vt» taken 
by a party of hoieemen from the caitle; whicli lo eiunged Mortmi, that lie cent 
a number of armed men into Fife, wlio deetroj-ed all the com on the landi of 
the gorernor of the cnicle, and burnt hii houee ; and the gorernor the fame 
niglit lucceeded in burning the whole town of Dalkeith. The same detortable 
mckedneu wa*, by both partiei, cemmitled in rarioiu other place* shortly efler. 
In Uarcb, 1B72, all the mills in the neigbboorhood of Edinburgh were broken 
dowD, that the inliabitantt miglit be cut off from their inpply of meal ; and by 
placing soldiers tn Corstorphine, Bedlinll, Mercbiaton, Craigmitlar, and other 
defensible places in the neighbouriiood of the town, it came lo be closely blocli- 
aded. WhoeTcr wa» found carrying any necessary lo the town was btongbt 
doii'n to Leitb, where ho was either Iianged or drowned, or at the veiy knit 
burnt in the cheek. So inTetenite, indeed, had the parlies now bocome, that 
priioners taken in the fiuld of open war, were instantly hanged on both sides; 
This blind brutality was carried on without intermisuon for nearly two months. 
The town of Edinburgh was now reduced to the greatest straits, and nothing but 
the deepest infatuation could hnre prevented tlie goremor of the castle from 
surrendering, especially as E^iinbeth, by her ambaasador, was willing to treat 
with the regent on his behzlf. A truce »as, howerer, effected by the mediation 
of Uie French and English ambassador*, the totvn was made patent to the gerer- 
nor, and the banished clergy were all alloired to return, but itill no ternu of 
mutual agreement could be devisod, and the regent Marr, broken in spirit for 
the wickedness and foUy of his countrynieo, died, Rs hiu been generally sup- 
posed, of a broken heart, on the 94th of October, 1S73. Morton lud now a 
fair ijeld for bis ambition, and on the 24th of NoTemlwr, lie uos elected 
regent, in the room of the earl of Marr. 

During tlie reign of the three former regents, Morton hod been n principr.l 
actor in all matters of importance, and tliere did not appear to be any positive 
change in his principles and views, now that he was at liberty t« act for him- 
self. He still proAered pmoe upon the conditions that had been held out by 
his predecouor, but Grange, uho commanded the castle, having risen in his de- 
mands, and Maitland being a nun of whom he was jealous, he fell upon the 
plan of treadng with . the party separately, and by this means ruining, or at 
least, disabling the whole. In this he was assisted, perhaps unuittlngly, by the 
English nmhaisadur Killigrew, who, now that a partiaan of England was at the 
head of the goveratnent, laboured to bring about a recondltation between all 
partiee. Under his auspice* a conespondence was accordingly entered into 
n'ith the two most powerful leaden of the party, Chalelherault and Huntly, by 
n^om a renewal of the truce was gladly accepted. Kirkeldy, who refused to be 
included in the prolongation of the truce, fired some cannon at six o'dork in 
the morning alUr it had expired, against a place which had been turned into a 
dsh market, whereby one man va* slain and sevcnil wounded. The Binbassa> 
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dor seeing tbii, ImmedLitely nioT«(l home, and Sir Jnmei BuIIbur, who hnd been 
all die time of the dispule an iumnle of tbe ca*tle, hMlened to make hii lubniiuiuii 
to Ihe regent, and demand a poidon, whicli inu clieerfuUy granted, wilti rcUo- 
ration at once to all hi* poeieHioni. Ferhaju rather o/fended tlian mollified by 
thia kindnen on the part of the regent towardi hii friend, tha gnrenior pro- 
clninted from Ihe irulli of.the cutle hi* intention to deatroy the toiiii, command- 
ing at the *ame time, all the queen's true eubjecl* to Icare the place, that they 
might not be involved in that ruin that vraa intended only for her enemiefti 
Within two dayi after, a strong wind bloiiing from the weit, he tallied out in 
tlie evening, and let fire to Ihe house* at the fuot of tlie rodi, which burned 
eastward ai far as Che Magdalen chapel. At tlio same time he sent his cnnnon- 
■hot along the path taken by the conflogi-ation, so that no one dared to ap- 
pmach to put it out This useless cruelty made kirn alike odious to his friends 
anil hi* enemies, and they " *a cryit out witli maledictions that he ivas mif frne 
na manni* cursing." The estate*, notivithttatiding all Ihii, met in the end of 
January, iriien they paised several ncls against papists and despiten of the king'* 
authority. This meeting of the estates had no sooner broken up, tl'an a meel- 
iug was hold at Perth wiih the leading noblemen, who had iirsi been of tlie 
queen's faction, nhen a treaty \vas entered into, by iihich a general amnesty 
was granted to all who should profess and support the protestant religion, and 
submit Ihemselres to the authority of the regent. The only persona excepted 
from this niunesty, ivere the murderers of the king, and the regents Moray and 
Lennox, the archhishep of (jlosgow, Mary's ambassador in France, and the 
bishop of Roes, her ambassador in Kngbnd, both of whom were under a sentence 
of outlawry. Liberty was also reserved for Kirkaldy End his associates to take 
the benefit of this amnesty if they did it within a given time. Hie English am- 
bassador, anxious for the fnte of a bcare man, ivaited iu tlie coatle to show the 
governor the treaty, and to advise hia acceding to it, but Maitland bad so pc*- 
sessed him iviih the idea of assistance from abroad, thot he no* deaf to all ad- 
vice. Morton, indeed, had not tlie means of reducing the castle hiioself ; but 
he made immediate application to Elizabetli for a supply of cannon and of sol* 
dier* who could work them, which application she reccired most graciously, and 
Sir William Drury with a body of troops and a train of artillery left Berwick 
upon that seniee in the month of April, 1 573. Before the march of the troopa, 
ho»erer, a special treaty was concluded, iiberaby the terms upon which the aid 
was granted were particularly tpedlied, and hoetogei were granted for tlie ful- 
Hhnent of these lerma. No lime uos lost in commencing the siege, and notuitb- 
standing the skill and tlie bravery of the governor, Ihe place was speedily re- 
duced. The fall of port of the chief tower choked up the well which allbrded 
theui at best but a scanty supply, and the spor, though a place of great stnngth, 
lias slorni::il willi the loss of only eight men killed, and tuenty-three wounded. 
Tlie garrison on this beat a parley, and sent for one of the English captains, to 
whom they expressed their desire of conversing with the general and the rm< 
bnisadur. The regent giving bis consent, Kirkaldy, according to the prediction 
of Jelin Knox, along with bir Robert Melville, was let down over the wall, the 
gate being choked up with rubbish. Bequiring oonditioni which could not be 
granted, Kirkaldy was relumed to the castle, but he found it impossible to 
stand another aaault. They liad no water but what they caught as it fell from 
heaven, and the garrison tros discontented. Thinking on the term* that bad 
been olfered, and ao often and foolishly rejected, and ascribing the obstinacy of 
the resistance to Maithind, the men threatened that if further attempts to pre- 
lerre the place were made, they would hang him over the wall Nothing of 
couite was left but to capitulate at discretion : only they did to nith tbe Lng- 
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Bsh gsnvntl, in p te fw eitc e to A» ngent. Th« gankim hud to b« brooght frcnn 
Oh oaMla und«r an tacort, lo odiatii wn it to die people ; and Kirkaldy aod 
Stwtland, for die Nme kmod, bad to ba lodged with the Englidi general. 
Maitlond took himMlf ^ bj poiion ; and EiikBldy and hii brother Jamei, 
along with tiFo other penonr, were hanged at dte cron of Edinbur^ upon the 
3d day of Augiat, 1573. Kiritaldy had been an early fUend and an intrepid 
deftnder nf the refonastioa ; but hia old age, in comeqnenoe pethap* of the 
cmnpanionihips he had funned, woa unworthy of hit youth, and hii end vnit 
moat miaenible. Thii irai Iha lait atroke to Ae intereits of Mary tu Scotlnnd. 

The regent's fint care ira* to repair the coMle, the keeping of ffbidi he Mm- 
mitted to hii brothsr, George Doagta* of Paikhead; he hiouelf going in penon 
to repreM the diiorden Uiat had ao long premiled among the bardwvn, and 
had been ao «Aen complained of by the Engliib goTemment. Along nitfa Sir 
John Pomater, the Engliah warden fbr the middle inarch, he adjuited the exlat- 
ing diflerBncea, and ooncerted meamrea to prerent Uieir recurrence. From the 
cfaiefi of the dlflferent diitridi be exactsd boatagea for their good behariour ; 
and he appointed 9ir Jamea Home of Cevdenhnowi, Sir John Carmidiael, one 
of hia principal miniaten, and Ind Maxwell, aa warden ftir die eaatem, the 
middle, and die weatem msrcbea. Haring aettlcd the bord«n, Morton next 
applied biraaelf to emreet the diaordera in the country in general, and to the 
regular diatTibudon of jutdoe ; and in diia, mj* the audior of the hiitory of 
Jamef the aixtb, " he wiabed to puniih die tnnagrenor rather be hia gudea than 
be death." " He had alao anither pnrpoa*," aays the aame author, " to heap iqi 
a great tieaanre wfaataoenr way it might be obtained. For the fint he proa- 
pered in elfect very weil ; and ai to die nther, he had greater luck than any 
duee kinga had before him In aa diort a apaoe. For not «n1y he collectit all 
the ki]ig> nnta to hii awin proffit, bat also contnillit the yung king^ fkntlly 
in aik aort, a* dwy war content of tik a amall penaion aa he pleated lo appoint 
Secondly, when any beneflcea of the kitlt raikit, he heeped tbe 'profiit <^ Iheir 
rent! aa lang in hit awin hand, till he traa urgit be the kirk to m^ donadon 
thaiof, and that waa not given but pn^t for all that And becana the wairdt 
and maxnagea war alao incident^ matten of the (Town, and fell ftvquenUy in 
Ihaii dayia, ai commonly they do, he obtajnlt al« great proffit of IDc me of 
thsm aa they irar of arail, and aa to die gudea of dioie wha war ony way diao- 
bedient to the lawia, and that the aame fcH in the hing^ hand, the partie* of- 
fender* eicapit not but payment in the higheat degree. And to Uii* ettM he 
bad cert^D mterpret er a and componitora wha componit with oil portiea, accord- 
ing ta his ain direction ; and he la appointed with diem for the payment, that it 
eould either be made in fyne gold or f^oe lilrei'." The ^mttq, we doubt not, 
la a pretty ^r geneitf itatement of Morton^ oidinary ntode* of procedure. He 
alao aenlenced to whipping and fmpriionment; Ihoae who doted to eat fleik in 
lent, bttt the lentencea were nnifoitoly remitted upon paying finei. Hi* exitc- 
tiona upon tbe chord peihape wen not die moat a^rarated ot hit doinga, hut 
they oeittinly brooght him a larger diare of odium than any other. The thiida 
of beneHcei had been appropriated for the maintenance of the proteatant dtsrgj ; 
but bom tbe ararjce of tbe nobility, who had seized upon tbe rereniiea of tbe 
diurdi, even theae thirds conld net be collected with either oeitalnty or regu- 
larity. Ihuing the late troublea, they had In many place* been entirely loit 
tight of; to remedy thia defect, Morton propoaed to reat then In the crown, 
under promiie to nuke the tdpend of every miniater local, and payable in tbe 
pariah when he terred. If upon trial thit arrangement Aould be found inell< 
gible, he engaged to nplace dwm in dieir fomier ntuation. No aoofter, how- 
ever, did he oblaiii pocMtnon of the third*, than he appointed one man to terre 
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pmliApi four (buiriw*, in irlw^ be wm to pfMi^ altemtoly, iritb Oift itipeiid 
of ana pariih «ii)y ; by ubidi meana ha pocketed two-thirdi, wilk the axoepUon 
of the trifle giien to thme iUitante pMeoni tiha lead pmyeim in tiw ebeenoe of 
tbo uiuitfer. The sUonsBae to euporuileDdenu wm itopped at the ume lime ; 
Bad wliea application ivai made at court, they we told ttie office wai no longer 
neeeaiary, bi^pe beiof plK«d in tbe dioceae, to wbom of right the ecoleaiu- 
^cal juiiidictioii belooged. The rainiitan complained, end deaii«d ti> be put 
on their fonoei* fruiting;, but lltey were tt^ that the thirda b«laag«d to the king 
and the manageiaeitt wT them behored of ooiuae to beluig to the aegent end 
couadl, and not to the church. The aaiombly of LfiT4, in order to countatnct 
the effecta of their ovn aimy lieity, deoreed that though a "■'"'■'*' ahould be op- 
pointed to moae churdiei than one, he ahould take the chorga of that alone 
where be reaided, and beatow upon the othcia only wltat he could tpnre without 
interfeiing wilh the dsty he owed to hia particular -charge. 

Id the lummer of 1S7S, an af&tty on the borden had fiell nigh inv^Ted H«r- 
lon in a eeateat with miiaheth. Sir John Carnuchael, one of the Scottiafa aardeni, 
bad delirared up Mme outlaw* to Sit Joha Fovraalec the Kngliih warden, and 
now made application to that officer to hare a DOtorioui thief delirered up to him ; 
Fomuter ihowed a, di^ieiitian to erade the damaBd, and aonte of the Scottiah 
attendant! uttered their di^ika in twnu ruder than auitad Ibe poUte ean of 
En^ijluBen. Sir John Fwreiter then mid, Ibot Sir iobn CaricifluMl w»a not an 
equal to him ; and hia foUoweia, without ceremony, let fly a ibower of annm, 
that kUled oue ScotJinAa dead, and wounded msay other*. Inferior in numben, 
the Soela were fain to flee for tbeir lirea, but meeting aonie of their countrymen 
irom Jedburgh, they turned bade, and diipeniog the Engliibmeo, chaaed them 
within their «wu bordea, sod dew by the way 4Je<e^e Heron, keeper <^ Tine- 
dale and Reddiidale, with twenty-four oonuaon men. Fenraetar himielf they 
took priioaer, along with Frandi Ruoell, eon to the earl of Eedford, (^bert 
Collingwood, and leveral othen, wbom they lent to the regent at Dalkeith ; 
vbo, heartily Hory for the aAray, recei'ed them with kindneM, entertained 
them hoapitably for a few dayi, and diinuMed them courleouily. Elixabeth, 
informed of the drcumitance, demanded by ber oubaMidor, Killigrew, imme- 
diate aatitfiictioD. Morton bad no altematire but to repair to the border, near 
Berwick, where he wa* met by the earl of Huntington, and after a conference of 
Kune dayi, It wae agreed that Sir John Corveichael ihould be lent priioner into 
England. Elizabeth finding on inquiry that hor own warden bad been the of- 
fonder, and plesied with the aulHuiiHTe conduct of Morton, ordered Camidiael 
in a few weeki to be hooouiably diimiued, and gratified bim with a bandiome 

Morton, having a greedy eye lo the tenip«»aliltei of the eburdi, bad from 
Ibe beginning been unfrioDdly to bex libertiei, and by hti encroacbmenti bad 
awakened a apirit of oppoiition that gathered strengib every year till the whole 
fabric ef epiacopacy wai oTertumed. Tbii embroiled him with (be general aa* 
eembly erery year, nnd bad no imall eflect in haatening hia downfall ; but in 
the boundi we bare prenzibed to our nairatire, we cannot introduce the subject 
in luch a way ai to be inteUigible, and must therefore pan it orer. 

In the end of 1675, the regent coined a new piece of gold of tbe weight of 
one ounce, and ordained it to paM current for twenty pounda. In Ibe follow- 
log year, a feud fell out betwixt Alhole and Aigyle, which the regent hoped to 
have Iwned to hii own account by impaling a fine upon auii of them ; but they 
being aware of hi* {dan, compoied their own difference*, and kept out of hii 
dutdhee. An attempt which Morton had btfora tbii made upon Semple of 
Beltteei and Adeat Whitford of Milntown, bad giren all man an eril opinim of 
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hia diip«siliou, and roade llMm wiih for the lubTeruon of hii poiver. Seinplc 
Ind uuuried Mary UTingiton, om of quMn Mvy*! maidi of honour, and had 
received along- witli her, in » precent from hii roynl miitrea, the land* of Bel- 
ti-eei, which Morton noiTpropooed to reaaume ai trown landa, which, it nas 
alteged, ivere unalienable. Semple, on hoaring of Ihit deaign, vaa reported to 
hn*e exdaiiued, that if he loit hl« huidi he thould loM his head alao ; on whicli 
Itlorton had hint Apprehended and put to the torture, under nhich, at molt men 
will do, h« confeand whatever they thooght fit to cjuu-ge him with, and waa 
oondenmed to be executed, but was ptinloned upon the scaAbld, Hia unde 
Adain Whitford nuM alio tortured respecting the aame plot ; but though they 
m.ingled hia body most cruelly, he utterly denied that he knew of any Each 
tiling. The firm denial of ttio uncle gained of coune entire oedit, ?hlle the 
confeiaion of the nephew wfts ridiculed aa the effect of neakiiesa and fear. Ir- 
ritated with the repmnchea which wei* now pretty liberally henped upon him, 
Morton conceired the idea of lieiglitening his repulalioa by demitting, or ofler- 
ing to demit his office into the handi of the king, who nat now in hii twelfU) 
year. He nccoidiogly, on the 19th day of September, 1577, propowd his re- 
sigoatioD to his majesty, who, by the adrice of Athole and Argyle, accepted it : 
and it was shortly ^er declared to the people of Edinburgh by the Lyon King 
at Arms, assisted by twelre heralds, and accompanied by a raurnd Irom the castle 
gun*. Morton, taken at hit word, acema to baTO retired to Lodderen in a 
kind of pet, but speedily eontriTed to regain that power by force wtaidi be 
had apparently laid down of hia free vrilL Haring possened himself of the 
cattle and garrison of SUriing, be doxlerouily contriTed to engross the tame or 
nt least equal power to what he possected at regent ; nor bad he learned to tem- 
per it with any more of moderation. He brought the parliament that had been 
summoned to meet at Edinbuifh, to Stirling ; and he carried ercry thing in it 
hit oivn tvay. He also narrowly escaped kindling soother dril war; yet be 
ttlll meditated the ruin of the Hamillons, and die enridiing of hinnelf and his 
Diction by their estates, llie earl of Arian h.id been for a number of yean 
Insnne, and confined in the cnitle of Drafian. But his brother, lord John 
llnmillon, acted as the adnuniEtralor of hia estates, and Claud was commendal<« 
of I'nitley ; both the brotbei* liad been excepted from the amnesty grauled at 
Perth, M being concerned in the murder of the king and the regent Murray, 
and Morton had now formed a scheme to inTohe them in a criminal sentence 
on that account, and to seiae upon llieir estates. Informed of the plot, the 
brothen got happily out of the nay, but their castles were seised ; and because 
that of Hamilton had not been giren up nt the first summons, the garrison were 
mardted to Stirling at felons, and the commander hanged for hia fidelity. 
Still, however, Arrsn, being insane, vnt guiltless, but he was made answerable 
for hit servants, and becauae they bad not yielded to the summons of the king, 
he wai convicted of treason and fait etiate* forfeited. In the same spirit of 
justice and humanity, Morton apprehended a schoolmaster of the name of Turn- 
bull, and a notary of the name of Scctt, who bad written, in conjunction, a 
(ntire upon tome parts of his character and conduct, brought tbem to Stirling, 
where they were conTicted of slandering "ane of the king's coundllon, and 
hanged for their paint." The riolent dealing of the niched almost inTHriably 
reluma upon their own beads, and so in a short time did that of Morton ; fm 
nhile he waa still meditating mischief, be was n^^ort unexpectedly accused by the 
king's new farourite, captain Stewart, of being an accomplice in tlie murder of 
tlie king's father. He was intL-inlly committed (o tho cattlo of Edinbo^b, 
thence carried to Dumbarton, and Ibence bade to Ediobuigh, wheie lie was 
brou^t to trial on the lit of June, 1591. rrerioutly to hit r«moTal from 



.yGoogle 



JAUEa DODGUS. 129 

Dumbulon, the MtaU and title of the Eul of Anan, Khieh ha bad lo inlqiil- 
toniljr cauted to be forfeited, irem beMowed upon captain SteHSit, his bocumi ; 
who, Bt the wme time Ihnt he wot inrwted with the eatate and title, racelved it 
oonuniMion to bring up the ez-reg«nt from Dumbarton lo Edinbui^, which lie 
did at the head of one thooHUid men. When tlie commiuion wu ihomi to 
Morton, itiuck with the title, he inquired who he ntw, net banug- heard of hia 
axsltation. Bting tiM, he exclaimed, " then I know what I hare to expect-" 
llie jury that «at upon hij trial nai compoied of hiiBTOwed enemiei, and thou^ 
he challenged the earl of Aigyle and Icvd Soton ai ptejudioed agtinit him, tiiey 
went allowed to lit on hii aMue. Of the nature of the proof adduced agoiutt 
him we know notfain|f, ai our faiiloriani hare not mentioned it, and the recoida 
of the court reepecting it hare either been dettroyed or loiL He was, howerer, 
pronounced guilty of concealing, and guilty art and part in the king's murder. 
" Art and part," he ezclainwd twice, with ooiuiderable agitation, and itrildng 
the grotind nolently with a amall walkiog-itick, " God knoni it ij not to." Ha 
heard, howerer, the lentence with perfect cnnpoiure. In the interral between 
his trial and execution, he telt, lie said, a serenity of mind to which be had 
long been a sbntnger. Resigning himself to his fate, be supped cheerfully and 
slept calmly for a considerable part iJ the nighL He was next morning nailed 
by several of tlie mioiaten, and an interesting account of the conference wliicli 
John Dury and Walter Bakanqubal had with him, has been preeerred. Re- 
specting the C34me for whidi be was condemned, he confeoed, that ofler his 
return from Ejigland, whither lie had fled for the slaughlec of Riraioh be met 
Itothwell at Whittingbam, wlio informed him of the conspiracy agninst the king, 
ind solicited him to become an accompli<%, as the queen anxiously wiihed hia 
deadk He at first refused to liare any thing to do with it, but after repeated 
iwnferenoei, in whicli he wu always ui^d with the queen's pleasure, be 
roqtiired a warrant under ber band, aulhoriiiug tlie deed, wliich never baring 
received, he nerer consented to have any band In the transaction. On being 
reminded that his own confessions juatiKed his sentence ; be answered, that ac- 
cording to the strict letter of the law, lie was liable to punishment, but it wo* 
impossible for him to hare revealed the plot, for to whom could he have done 
so ? " To the queen P she was the author ttf iL To the king's father ? he was 
■ic a baim that there waa nothing told him but he would tell to her again ; 
and the two most powerAU noblemen In the kingdom, Bolhwell and Huntly, 
were tlie perpetrators. I foreknew, indeed, and concealed it," added he, " but 
it was because I durst not reveal It lo any creature for my life. But as to being 
art and part in the oommissian of Ihe dime, I call God to witness that I am 
entirely innoeenL" He was executed by an instrument called the maiden, 
which he himself had introduced into Sootiand, on the 3d of June, 1531. On 
the scaAbld he was calm, hia voice and hi) countenance continuing unaltered ; 
and after sume tittle time spent in devotion, he sufTered death irilh the intre- 
pidity that became a Douglas. His head wna placed on Ihe public gaol, and 
his body, after lying till sunset <,a the icslibld, covered with a beggarly cloak, 
was carried by common porters to the usual burying place of criminals. " Never 
wn* there seen," saya SpolUawoode, " a more notable example of for- 
tune's mutabilily, than in the earl of Morten. He who a few years before had 
been reverenced by all men, and feared as a king, was now at hia end forsaken 
by all, and made the very scorn of fwtune, lo leach men how liltle atability 
there is in honour, wealth, friendship, and the rest of these worldly things Ihat 
men do ao much admire. In one Ihing he was nevertheless most happy, that ho 
died truly penitent, with llint courage and reaignation which became a truly gre.it 
num and a good christian, and in the full assurance of a blessed immortality." 
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Bnotomut Mid vugnon, And t,oeoia- 
itlM'TMr 1S76. HaTing aamfletai 
o Loadon, uid. tl>*i« applifld hiiDMlf 
unrarr. MedJoml latace wai at tlm 



DOUGLAS, Juin, M. a, ■ ikilful 
plitbod phyncian, vra* bam in Sootkad h 
hit praliminary edncaiiDii, be pniu«d«d t 
diiig«ntly to tin tiaiita of anoUorf nnd i 
period -but iittls adonwd, n«r wan llio fUaiUtM- of anyriring a. profidescy in 
any bnuieh of it, by any moui* ooandevablb. Or Dou^aa labowAd nith ani- 
duity-to overcoai* tfaediffioultiea afainit whicb h* liadto conlsBd ;— ba ttndied 
carftbUy Ih* WBrki of tbaancicnta, nbioh were attbat time little imown- to bU 
eontempoiBriea, and inught to supply vrbat in tlMm appaaisd defectire, by 
closely itudying nature; Tlie toil* of patieat induMry MUom founmnurded,* 
and he ithi (oon enabled Bofdr to adrkiiM ibe progiMi-of anMomy uid aui^wy, 
OS to entitle himirif to a oompieuoua' plaae in the biiiery of medidiie. Hii 
'' Dgteriptio Oompart^iva MvicaUmam Corporit Bamani el Qmdmpedit " mv 
publi<fa«4 in Loodon in 1707. The- quadruped ha- cboia for bii analogy ma 
the dog ; and he thug appear* to hare pMoeeded- in imitation of Galen, irfao 
left on recofd an aceount of the iBOKlea of Ihe ape and in nnui. " Aa £<»' the 
companitiTe pnrt of thfi (reatiie, or tlia iolailaeuig the- daamiptione of the hu- 
man mindM wkb tboie of the canine, (hat " aay* Dr Doaglaa, " needa no apolo- 
gy. The many useful diseoreriee known from tbe diwection of quadruped^ 
the knowledge of the true itraoture of dlren'part* of tbe body, of the come (rf 
the blood and tbe chyle, and of the um and proper nation of the parta, that are 
chiefly owing to lh!« tori of diawction ; tbeae, I Nty, f^re H very warrantable 
plea for iniitting upon it, though it may b6 ceomred by the Tulgar." Hia 
deamptioni of the mutclet, their origin and innrtion, and their Tirioui uiet, 
are extremely accurate ; and to them many recent authoit on myology^ of no 
moan authority, bare 'been not a little indebted. It loon obtained conaiderable 
notice on the continent, where, in 1738, on edition appeared in I^tin, by John 
Frederic Schreiber. His anatomical chef d'cesvn, boiTerer, was tbe deaerip- 
tion be gave of the peritonmum, the complicated coiuee and refiectioni of whidi, 
he pointed out with admirable accuracy. Hia account entitled " a description of 
the Peritoneum, and of that (uirt of tbe Membrana CeUuIarii which lies on 
its outside," appeared in London in the year 1730. Nicholas Iffasia, and others 
of the older anatomists, bad contended that the peritonmum iiai a uniform and 
continuous membrane, but it remained for Dr Douglas to demonstiBle the fact ; 
in which, after repeated dissections, he tatiilactorily succeeded Ocular inspec- 
tion COD alone teach tlje fold) and proccaes of this luembrane ; — but his de- 
scription is perhaps the best and most complete that can eien yet be consulted. 
Besides his reiearclie* in anatomy, Dr Douglas laboured to adnmce the then 
rude stato of surgery. He studied particuloriy the difficult and painful opera- 
tion of lithotomy, and introduced to the notice of the profession the methods 
recommended by Jacques, Kau, and Mery. In the year 1736, he published 
" a History of the lateral openUion for Stone," which ivas republished with an 
appendix, in 1733, and embraced a comparison of the methods used by dlAbr- 
ent litholomiats, more especially of that which was practised byCheselden. Dr 
Douglas taught for many yean both anatomy and surgery; and bis fame haring 
extended, he was appointed physician to the king, who aftenvards awarded falm 
a pension of five Iiundred guineas per annum. It may be worth noticing, that 
while practising in London, he seems to hare obtained considerable credit for 
having detected the imposition of a woman named Maria Tofts, who hod for 
some time imposed successfully on the public This impostor pretended, that 
from time to time she underwent an accouchement, during which, she gave birth 
. — not to any human being — but to rabbits ; and this strange deception she 
pi-actised successliilly on many well educated persons. Dr Douglas detected tbe 
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fraud, and ez[d«iBecmie mode by whinfa-lt tnu-enactad,' in nn adnMlnemeiii 
nliidi lie published in Hannii^faaiii^ JaaraaL During^ the period that Dr Doiu 
gk« lectund on anatomy, he naa mlted opmi by Hr, nfternm^ tbe celebrated 
Dr William Hnntar, who wJidtad Iiii adnce in .the direction of his studiek 
Pleased irilh his ^J dr wi, and Icmamng In* iadortry and talenti, Dr DougUa up- 
pointed him hi* aMiitant, and invited him to redde under his 'roof; an inriti^ 
tion whidi Mr William Hunter nndd not accept, until he had coomlted Dr 
Cullen, yiitb nhom he had prcTieutly ttnanged to enter, -nhen he had finished 
hia education, into partnership, for Uie purpou of conducting the surgical part 
of bis pcattice | — but his friend Dr Cullen, seeing ho>T important to hhn irould 
bahii situation und«' Dr Dou^as, relinquished dieerfiilly his former agreement ; 
wid yoni^ Hunter was left at liberty to accept the situation be deiirad. He 
thus becane the assistant of, and found a kind benefactor in Dr Douglas ; ■Mta 
most hare been amply rewarded, had he lired to see the high Aime to ivhl<^ hit 
pupil attained. Thus often It happens, that the patron and preceptor of an 
obscore and humble boy, fosters talents whidi aftenrardr rise and shine entn 
-with greater brilliancy than his own. Dr Douglas not only attended to Uie 
practical dutiee of hii p ro fiw won, but «xeelled in what maybe termed its literary 
depmlment. He was' an erodite- scholar, and published a worit entitled " Bibli- 
ographim Anatvmem tpetimeit, tea Catalog pene Otmtiwn Aaetorvm qui ai 
Hippoemtt ad Harveiam rem AytatoiBieam ex profe**o vel obiter tcriptit 
iliuttrarml." This irark appeored in Loadon in the year 171S, and vma re- 
puhliAed in Leyden in 1734, which edition was eoridied by several important 
additions from the pen of Albinua, Portal, in his history of onatomy and sur- 
gery, thus eulogiaes this raluaUe wfnb — ^"c'est le tableau le plus lidele, et le 
plus sucdnet de llanatomie ancienne. Douglas fait en peu de mots I'liistoira de 
ehatiue anatondste, indique letns edition*, et donne une Ugere notice de lean 

ODTrage* ; ta liite de* ecniwiiw at tres ^ndae c'eet ouvroge est 

one des laeiUenrs medelles qn'on poine suivre pour donner i'histoiro d'une sd- 
enee et j^Toue que je m'en suis beaucoup servl."' Holler, when in London, 
Tinted Dr Douglas, and informs ns that he was highly pleased with his anatomi- 
cal prep«ratiotta ; particularly with those which exhibited the motions of the 
joints, and the internal itxuctnra of the bones. A tribute of admiration frmn 
such n man a« the illustrious Haller cannot be too highly appreciated i—be ob- 
serres, that he fimnd him " a learned and •IdUU person ; modeit, candid, and 
obliging ; and a -rery diUgent dissecter." Besides deroling hjs attention to 
tbtjee department* of his profenion in tho exercise of whi*^ he was most parti- 
cularly engaged, Dr Douglas teema to hare pursued botany, not only as a re- 
creation, but a* a gr&ver itaiy. In the year I7SS, he published " Lilium Sar- 
mietue," or a description of the Giuernsey'lily. His work, deicriptire of this 
beautiAil flower, appeared in folio, illustiated by a plate, and is an admirable 
monograph. Ha al*n analyied with peculiar care the coHee seed, and published 
a work entitled "Arbor Yeiaennt," a description and history of tho coftee tree, 
which may still be consulted h containing a great deal of curious and ToluaUe 
Information, We also find in the'Transactioiis of the royal society of JjondoD, 
that he contributed to that work, a detoiption of the dower and seed resul of 
the Croeut Autwmali* Satiina ; and an esaay on the different kinds of Ipeoa- 
euanha. In addition to these labouit, more or less conneiled with his imne- 
diate professional avotations, we find tfaathe collected, at a great expense, all 
Ae e^oni of Hcmee which hid been published from IITG to 1730. Dr 
Harwood, in his new of Greek and Roman daaucs, obserres, that " this one 
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aullior mulliplifld, nuMt thw han toanmi ■ nry contidenUB liliary." An ne> 
cimt« cat^ogiu of lliMe ii prefixed to Walnni'i Ilotace.* 

Id addition to Ihe woriu wa hare mentioDed, Ur Douglo* projected b splendid 
demgn oT one on tlie boiiM, and imotber on Hernia, whidi, notnithHaDdiDs 
the great odrancemeDt of medical tcience bdob hit time, we ng^ret lliot he ilid 
Dot lire to complete. Ha died in thttytar 17i9,in tlteaixly-aereDlhyear of hit 
age ; aod irtien wo comider the period in which lie lired, and the eMential 
■enricee he rendered towarda the odfanoement of medial acience, the homage 
of the higbeit leaped b due to hii memory. 

D0I7ULAS, Jom, the hrotbar of the eminent phyaician nhoae biography we 
hsTO already given, attained to contiderable eminence ai a nirgeon, in which 
capacity he officiated to the Weatmimter infinoaiy, Hii name if principally 
diitinguiihed amonc these of othjr medial men, for hii celebrity u a lilholo- 
mi*t, and for haring (rritlen a trealiie iniiiUng on the utility of bark in mtoti- 
fiealion. Hii work on the hi^ opemtion foi the itons, obtained for him oott- 
iider.ible reputntion ; and will gire the medial reader an accurate notion of 
the itate of the lurgical art at the period in which he lired. He alw ^actiMd 
midwifery, and criticiied with no inoonsiderBhle asperity the woika of Cham- 
berlain and Chapman. He appears, indeed, to hare been the author of several 
controrerual woriu, which hare deserveiUy floated down the itraam of time into 
obscurity. Among other) we may notice one, entitled " Remark* on a laie 
pompouM Work ,-" a serere and rery unjust wtidsm on Chetelden's admirable 
Osteology. He wrote some useful tteatitea on the employment of purgattres in 
Syphilis ; but by for his most imp<n1ant nas " on aceaoU of MortifieatioM, 
and of Ihe earpriting ejftct of Bark in putting a «f of) lo their proyrtt." 
This remedy had already been tried suceenfully in gout by Sydenham ; in 
typhus by Bamasiini and Lnmoni ; by Monro^ Wall, and Huaham, in malignant 
Tariolo ; and after Rushwoith had tried it in the gangrene following intenuit- 
lent fevers, it was introduced by Douglas, and aflern«rds by Shipton, Grindall, 
Werlhof, and Heister, in ordinary case* of gangrene.' This same Scottish fami- 
ly, we may add, gave birth to Robert Douglas, who published a treatise on the 
generation of anioud heat ; but the nide stale of Fhyiiolf^, and of animal 
chemistry, at that period, rendered abortire all speculation on this ditRotlt, t>ut 
■till interesting subject of inTestigalion. 

DOUGLAS, JoHii, D. D., bishop of Salisbury, was bom ot FiUenweem, Fifeshire, 
in the year 1791, Hi« &ther was Hr Jolin Douglas, a respectable merchant of 
that town, a son of a younger brother of the ancieot family of Tilliquilly. 
Young Douglas commenced his educatim at the schools of Dunbar, whence in 
die year 1736, he was removed, and entered commoner of St Mary's i^Uege, 
Oxford. Id the year 1739, he tnu elected exhibitioner on bishop Warners 
foundaUon, in Baliol college; and in 1741, lie took his bachelor's degree. 
In order to acquire a facility in speaking the French language, be went abroad, 
and remained for some time at Montreal in Ficardy, and afterwards at Ghent 
in Flanders. Having returned to college in 1743, ho was ordained deacon, 
and in the following year he was anointed chaplain lo tlie tliird foot guards, 
and joined the regiment in Flanders, where it was then serving with the allied 
army. During the period of his service ebroed, Dr Douglas occupied himself 
chidBy in the study of modem langimges ; but at the same time he took a lively 
interest in the operations of the army, and at the battle of Fontenoy, was em- 
ployed in carrying ordera from general Campbell to a detachment of Englidi 
troopa. He returned to England along with that body of troops, which was 
■ See ahe Hnller Bib. Aiiat. and Chirun. 
> Spr*>cl HtMdre dt In Medtdu, lorn. v. i. VZ 
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ordered luHne «u On breakings out of Ibe KbalUon of 1745 ; and baring goiis 
back to college, he win elected one of the sKbibitionen on Hr Snoll'i foundo- 
tioa In the year 1747, he irni ordained priest, and became cuiate of Tile- 
hunt, near Reading, nnd artemard« of Dunitew, in Oxfordihin^ On the re- 
cooiTDendDtion of Sir Charlei Stuart and lady Allen, he woi selected by the enrl 
of Bath to accfimpany hie only son lord Pulteney, n* tutor, in hit traTeli on the 
conUnenl. Dr Douglaa hai lefl a MS. ticoount of tliii tour, which reletei chiefly 
to the gOTemmentt and politinkl relatiooi of the countriea through which tbey 
pnned. In the year 1749, he returned home; and although lord Pulteney 
vrm prematurely cut vff, yet the Rdelity with which Dr Dougla« had diaiJinrged 
hit duty to hit pupil, procured ttim the lasting friendthip aad Taluable patron- 
age of the earl of Ba^ ; by whom he woa presented to the free chapel of Eaton- 
Constantine, and the donatira of Uppington, in Shropshire. In the foIlaiTing 
year (1750), ho published liis first literary worli, " TJit Vindication of Mil- 
ton," liom the ch.nrge of plagiarism, hrought ngunst him by the impoitar Lau- 
der, In the lame year he inw presented by tbe eari of Bath to the ricaraga of 
High Ercnl, in Shropshire, wheu he racated Eat(H)-/3onstaiitin& Dr Douglas 
resided only occationolly on liis lirings. At the desire of tho earl of Bath, lie 
took a house in town, near Bath-Houie, irhere he passed the winter months, 
and in summer he generally accompanied lord Bath to the toshionable watering 
places, or in his riiita among the nobiUty and gentry. In tbe year 1753, ha 
married Miss Dorothy Penhouse, who died within three months after her nup- 
tial*. In 1754, he publiabed " TAc Crilericn of Miraelet." la 1755, he 
wrote a pamphlet against the Hutcliinsoniam, Methodists, and other religious 
sects, whidi he published under the title of "An Apology for thi Cltrgy," and 
soon after, he published au ironical defence of these sectariaus, entitled " The 
DeMrtKiion of the French foretM by EiekieL" For many yean Dr Dou^as 
seems to ha*e engaged in writing political pamphlets, an occupation most unbe- 
coming a clergyman. In tbe year 1761, be was appointed one of his nuyeaty's 
diaplains, and in 1T69, through the interest of the earl of Dath, he vim made 
canoD of Windsor. Jn 1762, he superintended the publication of " Henry the 
Earl of Clarendon''* Diary and Letter* ;" and Mrote the prclace ithidi is pre- 
fixed to that work. In June, of that year, be accompanied the earl of Both to 
Spa, where he becime acquainted with tlte hereditary prince of Bntnstvidi, who 
receired him with mariied attention, and afterwards honoured him with his cor- 
respondence. Of Uiis correspondence, (although it is knoim that Dr Douglas 
kept a copy of all his own letters, and altliough it was nilunhle from its present- 
ing a detailed account of the slate of parties at the time,) no trace can now be dls- 
corered. In tho year I7G4, the earl of Bath died, and left his library tg Dr 
Doaglos, but as general Pulteney wished to preserre it in tlie family, it ms 
redeemed for a thousand pounds. On the death of general Pulteney, however, 
it was agi^n left to Dr Douglas, when it wsa a second time redeemed for the 
same sum. In 1TG4, he exchnngcd his lirings in Shropshire for ihat of St 
Austin and St Faith in Walling Street, London. In April 17GS, Ti Douglas 
married Miss Elizabeth Brooke, the daughter of Henry Brudenell Bnxdie. In 
(he year 1773, he assisted Sir John Dalrj'mple in the arrangement of his MSS. 
In 1776, he was remored from tlie chapter of Windsor to that of St Pauls. At 
tbe request of lord Sandwich, first lord of the admiralty, he prepared for 
publication the journal of Captain Cooked Toyages. In the year 1TT7, lie as- 
sisted lord Hardwick in arranging and publishing his Miietllaneota Paperr. 
Id the following year he was elected member of the royal and the antiquarian 
societies. In 1781, at the requ«t of lord Sandwidi, he prepared for publica- 
tion CapLiin CotJce's tliird and lost royoge- to whiuh he supplied tits introduc- 
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tion and notw. In tli« «ni« yau li« nu (JMMan preiideiit of Zion college, and 
preached the cuitoniarf Latin aetmon. In 1786, be nai elected one of Ihe 
Ticfr-presldenti of the luUiquaiian lociety, and in the month of March of the 
foUowiog year, he wai elected one of the Uuiteet of the Britiih muieum. In 
September, 1787, be wm mede bidiop of Cerliile. In 1788, he auoeeeded to 
the Deanery of Windtor,' for nhich he iMated bia reiidentiaryahip of St Fault, 
and in 1791 he nai titiiulated to the See of Salitbury. And hiring rMohed 
the 86th year of his age, he died on the IStb of May, 1S07. He woi buried 
in one of the Taults of St Geoi^'i dispel in Windeor Caatle, and wu attended 
to the grare by the dulie of Sunez. 

Mr Uouglu had the honour to be a member of the club inttiluted by Dr 
Johnson, and is frequently mentioned in Boawell's life of the lexicogrepber ; 
ha is alio tirice mentioned by Goldamith in the " Retaliation." We are told by 
hia sen that hit fbther ires an inde&tigable reader and milar, and that he tni 
narcely erer to be aeen without a book or a pen ; but the most extnurdinuy 
feature In the career of this rererend prelate ii hti unifonn good fortone, which 
makes the history of his life liUle more than the chronicle of the honoun and 
pvfermenta whidi were heaped upon him.* 

D0UGLA9, RoBSBT, an eminent dergyinan, is said to hare been a gtand- 
■on of Mary queen of Scots, through a child bom by her to Oeos^e Doiiglaa, 
younger of Lochlerep, while she aulfered confinement in that csLStle. Nothing 
else bos come to our knowledge respecting his parentage and early history. 
It would appear that he accompanied, in the c^adty of daplsio, one of the 
brigades of auxiliaries aent orer from Scotland, by conniiance of Charlei L, 
to aid the protestant muH under Ouitarui Adolphus, in tho celebrated thirty 
yean' war. Wodniw, in his manuscript Anolecta, under date 1713, puts down 
Mme eneedotei of this part of Douglas's life, which, he tayi, bis infonnant d«- 
rired from old ministers that had been aequainud with hinx 

" He was a coniidemble time in Guitavus Adolphus's army, and was in great 
reputation with him. He was very unwilling to part with Mr Dougiai, and 
when he would needs leave the army, GuataTUa sold of him that he trsrce ever 
knew a person of his qualifications for triidom. Bald be, ' Mr Douglas might 
hare been counsellor to any prince in Europe ; for prudence and knowledge, 
he might be moderator to a genenl OMOmbly ; and eren Ibr military akiU,* 
Kild he, ' I could very freely trust my army to his conduct' And they nid 
that in one of GustSTus's engagements, he was standing at some distance on a 

* Tbe fullowliie b a list of bEshop Douglu's wnrki : •' Tindjiatliin of Milton ftnm the 
charge oF Plagia Am, adducHi by Idwler, ITSO. "A letter on llie cHlerion of mlradci, ' 
1754, prindf«U; Intended aaui antidote ugalise the writings of Uume, Voltaire, and tha 
ptiiloscpheri.'' " An apoloiry for the clergy against the Hulcbinsanlans, Melhvdisia, be." 
'• The dntniFtlan of the French foretold by Ettkiei," I7B0. This mu an ironlml defence 
Dftbcoehe haduiaekcd in tho preceding pnmphltt. " An attacli nnoetlaln potllious con- 
tained In liower's history of the Popea, Sic" 1748. " A lerlou- -*-'- ' "■- -■■-'-■'- 

tion," 17Ser_bdiw an attack on the al^'— ' -• "— -^ - '- 

" Bower and Tillemont compared," 1707. 

■' Thaeomplgle and final dsnctlDn of Bower." " The oonduct of the laU nc 

n — I n u — L_iii. lAarmnlalord Geoige C •'■•'■ — ■"."■- ~— iJ — . 

Y unpopular character. ' 



(lord Qemte ttodntUo. aftannnla lord Geoive Geimain) candidly considered," 17S9. This 



ance of peace," 17S0. ■> A prefcce to Ihatrauktlgfi ofHooke's Negotlilioni, 1780. '^The 
nntlDenli of a Frenduuan on the prdlmlnaries of peace, ITffl. " Tho Inlniduction and 
a(it«a 10 caplainCBoks^ third Toyage. '■Ttaaannlvenary ncBunon themarij-rdooiof Idng 
Chorica, prcedial lieftae the bows ot Lords,'' 17B3. "Tho araiimmry irmion preaelied 
beG>re iha Sodety ibr the pronuatlon of tlio Gospel," 17931 ltfsid« iheee. biibap Daaglas 
wrola W¥ual pdllltal papen <n Us pnbliG AdrertiKr In 17BS,.«5,-70.-7I. He alio supeiti. 
Isoded tha pubUoBlion oftord Uarendon't Lettenand Uiary, and udited k>rd Hardfridiand 
Sir John EMrymple in amnging their MSS. for publication, and ha drew up Mr Heame^ 
nanallie, and fluuhed tbe InlrodDctioti. 
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rbiag ground, and ivhan both vringi nere «iigig«d, he obMrred uma "■'—«»■- 
ngeoMnt in Ae left wing, that ma lika to prora Qitol, and he eitlrar went or 
MDt to aoquaint the coBmnadiiig' ftBktr, and it waa preTeiit«d, and the day 

Mr Wodntw further laeolioni that Donglai, while in the army, hxriDg no-otber 
boeli than tlie Bible to t«ad, commitlad nearly the whole of that (acred voIubs 
to memory, which waa of immenae lerrice to him in hi* future miiiiatnitiont. in 
Scotland. In 1641, Douglat ivaa one of the miniitaie of Edinburgh, and pr» 
bobly of GonaideiBbla diitinclion. On the 25th of July that year, be pree^ied 
before the parliament, an honour to which be waa frequentty preferred 
throughout the whole ooime of Ihe ciril war. AceordiDg to Wodrow, he nw 
"a great atale preadwi*, cme of the gnetatt we erer had in Scotland, for he 
feared no man to detbre the mind of God to binb" He wai a m«n of ludi 
authority and boldneM, that Mr Tnliidaflj himaelf an eminent preacfaer, declared 
ho nei'er could stand in the preaance of Douglaa ivilhoot a feeling of awe>. 
NoTeithelen, ia,ya Wodrow, " be waa rery acceMible and eMy to be oonroned 
with. Unkoi a roan were Iw God, he had no ralue for him, let him be nvrer 
to great or noble." Mr Douglaa we« modeiator of the generU aMMobly whidi 
met in 1649, tuid wai in general a leading member of the standing committee 
of that body, in company viUh Mr Dsrid Dickion, Mr Robert Blair, and otfana. 
In Augnat, 16S0, ha waa one of the commiiBioaen sent by the clergy to Dim- 
fereiline, to requeat Charles II. to luhacriba a declaration of hii. lemtimenla for 
the latiifaction of the public mind. Ai this document threw much blarao' upwi 
his late father, Charles refused to subsoribe it, and the commisaionen retomed 
without satiafjiction; vibitii, laid the foundation of a diridon in the Scottish 
church. Douglas became the leading individual of the party which inclined to 
treat Chariea leniently, and wbidi obtained the name of tlie moAriJONer* 
In tirtue of this lofty character, be offidatod at the coronation of king Chadss 
at Scone, January I, 1051 : hia sermon on that occaaion was puhliihed at the 
time, and has since been reprinted. It oontaiua ample evidimce of hia quali- 
fication* as a " slate preacher," that ia, a preacher who conuvented on stataot 
fain in thecouiae of his sanwns; a faiUon whidi rendered the jiit^p^t of the' 
serenteenth century equivalent to the prett of the present day. When the 
royal causa was suppreaed in Soctland by Cromwell, Douglas, among other 
niemben of the churdi comiMautm, waa Mut prisoner t« London, whence ha 
was soon after released. At the departure of geneaal Monk from Scotland in 
1659, Mr Dooglai joined with lareral oth^ distingwibed resolutioners in 
sending Mr James Sharp along with that commander, as an agent to attend 
to the interests of the Soottish churdk in whatever lorn afihiia might talc«h 
Sharp, a* is well known, betrayed his constituents, and got himself appointed 
ardibishop of St Andrews under the new system , While conducting matters to 
this end, ha maintained a correspondence with Mr Douglas, for the use of hit 
courtituenti in general ; and this correspondenoa isi introduced, almest at full 
length, into Wodrow>s " History of ibe SuflUngi of the Church of Sootland.*' 
It ia said that Mr Douglas was oAered high episcopal preferment, if be would 
have accaded to the new t^urch-system, but that he indignantly refiiaad. 
Wodrow, in his manuscaipt diary, gives the following anecdote : " When Hr 
Sharp was beginning to appear in his true coloiua, a liUla bef<n« he went up 
to court and was consecnite, be happened to be with Mr Dou^ai, and in con- 
Tenation be termed Mr Douglas ' brother.' He diec^Eed him, and said, ' Bmk 
Iher! no more brother, James I if niyconicienoehad baenof thenake <^yo«Ba« 
I could have been bishop of St Andiem sooner than you.' " At BBolber plaaa^ 
Wodrow mentions that, ■' when a great ponon waa pressing hina (HJrI>Mg^4 
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to be primate of SootUnd, he, to put him «(F eA«ctually, aiiiH«red, ' I wiU 
Deter b« arcbbiihop of St Andreut, unleM the chenoellor of Scotland ako, a* 
■ome irere before nie ;' which made the great man ipeak no more to him about 
that at%[r." Tliii great man wa« probably the earl of Glencairti, who had 
himself been appoioted chancellor. Kirkton, another church hiitorian, laya 
that when Mr Uouglni became fully airare of Sliarp'i intention to accept the 
primacy, he said to him, in parting;, " James, I see you will engage, I per- 
ceive you are clear, you will be ninde nrchbbhop of St Andrews. Take it, and 
the curse of God with it," So saying, ha chipped him on the shoulder, and 
shut the door upon him. In a paper which this divine afterwards wrote re- 
specting the new introdudion of prelncy, lie made the quaint but true remark, 
tliat the little Gnger of the present bishops was bigger than the loins of their 
predeceison. AA«r tliij period, Mr Douglaj appears to hare resigned bis 
diarge as a minister of Edinliui^h, and nothing more is learned respecting him 
till I6&9, when the priry council admitted him as an indulged clergyman to the 
parish of Pencaitland in East Lothian. The period of his death is unknown ; 
nor it there any certain iDfocmation respecting his family, except that he bad 
a son, Alexander, who was minister of Logie, and a correspondent of Mr 
Wodiow. 

DRUHiUOND, Gnwo^ prorosi of Edinburgh, ivai bom on the S7th of June, 
1G87. He was the eon of George Drummond of Newton, a branch of the noble 
family of Perth ; and wat educated at the schools of Edinburgh, where he early 
displayed superior abilitiee, particularly in the science of calculation, for which he 
had a natural predilection, and in whid he acquired an almost unequalled pro- 
fidancy. Nor was this attainment long of being called into use, and that on n 
Tery momentous occasion ; for, when only eighteen years of age, he was rc- 
quMled by the committee of the Scottish parliament, appointed to examine and 
settle the national accounts, preparatory to the legislative union of the two king- 
doms, to afibrd his assistance ; and it is generally believed that most of the cal- 
culations were made by him. So great was the satisfaction whidi he gare on 
that occasion to those at the head of t2ie ScoUith aAairs, that, on the establlsli- 
ment of the ezciM in 1707, he vium appointed accountant-general, when he was 
just twenty )-eai» of age. 

Mr DnunitMHid had early imbibed those political principles which seated lite 
present royal family on the throne ; honce he took an active port on the side of 
government, in the rebellion of 1715. It na* In him that ministry owed the 
lirst intelligence of the earl of Mnrr having reached Scotland to raise the stand- 
ard of insurrection. He fmight at the battle of Sherift-muir, and ivas the Gm to 
apprize the nmglstmtes of Edinburgh of ArgyleVi victory ; which he did by a 
letter written on honeback, from the fieM of battle. On the 10th of February, 
1715, Mr Drummond had been promoted to a teat at the bomi of excise; and 
on the rebellion being extinguished, he returned to Edinburgh, to the active 
discharge of hit duties. On the 37th April, 1717, he mia appointed one 
of the commissioners of the board of iMstonUL In the same year be wai elected 
treasurer of the city, which office he held for two yean. In 1722-S3, he wai 
dean of guild, and in 1795, he vmt raised to the dignity of lord provost In 
1737, he wat named one of the commissioners and trustees for improving the 
fittieries and manufactures of Scotbnd, and on the 15th October, 1737, he was 
iromoted to be one of the commiasioneri of excise. 

No better proof can be given of the high estimation in whith Mr Drummond 
was held by government, than his rapid promotion ; although the confidential 
correspondence iihich he maintained with Mr Addison, on liie aHiiiri of Scot- 
land, was attll more honourable to him. 
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The HTslched itnte of poverty nnd inlMtine disorder in which Scotland Tta> 
left by lier nntife princes, when Ihey removed to England, mid which w^ at 
lirtt aggwirated by ihe union of the kingdom!, cnlle-l forth the e^crtioni of 
aiany of our most patriotic countrymen ; nnd foremott in tlint honourable bniid 
MoodGeui^Drumiuond. Tohiui the city of Gdinbui^, in particular, oirei muck 
He was the projector of ninny of those improremenli, which, commenced under 
bis auspice*, hare advanced with unexnnipted rnpidity ; insomuch, that Edin- 
burgh, from a, sinle approaching to deciy nnd ruiny hni riien, ahiioit witliin 
the recollection of penona now nlire, to be one of tlie finest and most interest* 
ing cities in tlie world. 

'file fir^t great underlaking whieli Mr Drummond nrcompliahed for the benefit 
of his native dty, was the erection of the royal iniirmary. Precious to the 
establishment of this hospital, the physicians and surgeons of Edinburgh, assisted 
by otlier members of the community, had contributed £8,000, with which they 
instituted an inliminry for Ihe reception of ttie destitute sick. But Mr Druni- 
mond, anxious to secure lor the sick poor of the city nnd neighbourhood, ttill 
more OKtensiTe aid, attempted to obtain legislative authority for incorponiting 
the contributors as a body politic nnd corporato. Mora than ten years, lioiv- 
erer, elapsed before he brtMight the public to a just appreciation of his plan. 
At last he was successful, and an act Itaring been pnicured, a charter, doted 25tli 
Augtist, 1736, was granted, constituting the contributors an inct.rpoiation, with 
poucr to erect the royal infirmary, and to purchase lands, and make bye- 
hws. The foundation stone of this building was laid 3nd August, 1739. It 
coat nearly £13,000, which was nlied by the united contributions of the whole 
country ; the nobility, gentry, and tlis public bodies all orer Uie kingdom, 
making donations for this benevolent establishment ; while even the fanners, 
carteri, and timber-merchants, united in giving tlieir gmtuiloua nssiEtnnc« to 
rear the building 

The rebellion of 1745 again called Mr Dturamond into active service in (he 
defence of bia country and iU institutions ; and although his most strenuous 
exertiont could not induce the volunteer and other bodies of troops in Edin- 
burgh, to attempt the defence of tlio city agninst the rebels, yet, accompanied 
by a few of the volunleer corps, be retired and joined the royal forces under 
Sir John Cope, and was present at tlie unfortunate battle of Prestonpaiis. After 
that defeat, he retired nilli the royal fortes to Bemick, where be continued to 
collect nnd forivard information to government, of the movements of the rebel 

The rebellion of 1745 having been totally quelled in the spring of 174li, 
DmmiDond, in Ihe month of November following, waa a second time elected 
provost of EdinburgK -In the year ITSO, he was a third time provost, and in 
1763, he wai appointed one of the committee for the improvement of the city. 
The desire of beautifying their native city, so conspicuous among the inhnbi< 
tanls of Edinburgh, and wliich hns engaged tlic ciliiena of Inter time* in such 
iiiagnilicenl schemes of improvement, 6rst displayed itself during the provostsbip 
of Mr Drummond. I'roposnls were then published, signed by provost Drunt- 
mond, which were circulated through the kingdom, calling upon all Scotsmen to 
contribute to the improvement of the capital of their country. These proposals 
> contained a plan for erecting an Exchange upon the ruins on the north side of tlie 
High Street ; for oKCting buildings on the ruins in the Parliament Close ; for 
tlie increased accommodation of the different courts of justice ; and for olBces 
for the convention of the royal bui^i, the town council, and tlie advocates' 
library. A petition to parliament was also pivposed, pmying for an extension 
of the royalty of the town, in cnntemplntion of a plan for opening new atreela 
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ooBDMt theM diftricU with the dd t«wn ; and for biming the NoiUi Loch into 
a canal, with teitaoed gaideu on eadi ude> In conte^uanee diiedy of the 
BtrenuoUi exertiom of proTOK Drammoiid, the Mccen nhidi atteoded tbeae pro- 
- jecti wai rery conudflrable. On the 3d of September, ITSS, he, m gtaod-mMa 
ter of the free nuioiM in Scotland, laid the fouadation of th» royal exchaage, 
on which occaiion, there wai a very splendid prooeanon. In 17S4, be was a 
fourth time dmen [ffOTCct, diiefiy that he migbt forward and lUparinleiMl 
the improtemeDt*. la the year 1755, he «>a appointed one of the tru rt e— ob 
the forfeited eitatei, and eleeted a laanagw of the (elect looiaty &r the aoceu- 
tagement of arti and ideooee in ScoHand, In the year 1759, be again held 
the office of prOTOit; and in October, L763, during hii uxlh proeodahip, he 
laid the foundation stone ot the North Bridf^e. 

Mr DRtnunond, haring aeen fail aehoiMi for the iraprorenteet of the dty ao- 
(ximpliihad tn an extent beyond hii moat languine expeetatioBi, retired from pub- 
lic life on the expiration of hi* sixth proroatship ; and aflar enjeying good 
health until within a ihort time of hii death, he died on the ilh of NoMm- 
her, 1760, in the BOth year of bit age. He iraa boned in tit* Canongate 
obundiyard. Uii funnal, which wai a publiu one, waa attended by the magia* 
tralei and town council in their robea, with their aword and mace covered with 
<npe ; by the pnrfemon of the unireriity in their gowna ; by most of the lordt 
of aaadon, and barons of the exchequer ; the comniMMHers of the exciM and 
cualoma; the ministeti of Edinburgh ; aereral of the nobility ; and soma hm* 
dredi (rf tha prindpal inhabitants of the inty and neighbei>hoed. A grand 
funeral oonoeit was performed in St Cedlia's hall, on the 19th of December, to 
his memory, by the musical aoeiety, of which be was deputy-gorMnea. The 
concert waa crowdedly attended, the whole assembly beii^ dressed in mouniitg, 
Tlie most solemn silence and attention prerailed during the perfoim^ice. 
Similar hMioun were paid to his memory by the masons' lodge of which be bad 
been grand master. The manager* ot the royal iidrraary, mmm few yean after 
his death, placed a bust of him by NoUekias in the public ball of tlie taoeptal, 
under whidi the foUowii^ inecription, written by bis liiead Dr Bobertwn tha 
hiAorian, waa [daaed >— " Gbimob Dannoai^ to whom this country U indebted 
fitr all the benefit which it derires trom the royal infirmary," 

Hia nrict int^irlty and great talenU for buainaat, together with bis afliible 
maunera and his powers a* a pnblia speaker, which were considerable, peculiarly 
filled Mr Drummond to lake a prominent part in civic affairs. His managi^ 
ment of the city rerenuef waa highly creditable to him ; and although the great 
improremenlt whidi were accomplished under bis auspioss, and during hia pro- 
ToatAips, might haire wanauted additional dMoands upon the citiiens, be did 
not even attempt to increase the taxation of tha towik Not only was be hi^y 
popular with his fellow dtliens, but during four lueceMiTo reigns, be obtained 
tbe confidence of the nuioua administrations suooeaiTdy in power, and was the 
meane of comsnanicatiiy, <»■ ferenl inpoilant oocaiiona, most rahwhle informa- 
tion to gOTemment 

Mr DrummMd was about tbe middle etature, aod was of o graceful and dig. 
nified deportment His mannen were OMKiliatlng and agreeable, and his h«^ 
pilallty profuae ; more eepecially disrii^ thaoa years in which he wu pntnNt, 
lAen'ba kept open table at his- riUa called Dnnnmond Lodge, which stood 
ahMrt ofl the ul* irf BaUarua House, {aiWward* tbe custom bouse, and more 
Mtly the exciae (Ace,) and neariy in the centra of the modem aquare called 
i Flaea. Hr Drummosid was stremtoua in bis tupp4wt cf religion and 
was a member of the " StUa Socitti/," which contained 
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tmtoBg ill mambBTi all the Uloilmoui Seotuun of tlw ags. It «*• to faim 
that Dr BobartKm ttia hiitiwiui owed hit appotntoMnt h ^iodpal of dw onU 
TCiaity of Edinbwgb. The ueWenity wa* alio indebted to biin for tbe initi- 
tution of fire f rofiMHuhipi : rix. cbemutry, tbe tbeorjr of ^fric, the pmctice 
of phjaic, midwifery, mhI rhatwic uid beUei leltrM. 

URUMMOND, RoBKiT Hat, ardibUbop of Yoik, wai tb« Mcond isii of 
GeoTgn Henry, WTeath earl of Kiimoa], and of lady Abifail, aacoDd daughter 
of Robert, earl of Oxford, lord high lieMVMr of Uraat Britain. He wa* bom 
in Landau, 10th NoretdMi, 1711. AAar rocwring the preliminary braocbef 
of bia editcation at WaatniiDtter acbool, be wh remored to Ozford, and entered 
■t Cbiiit Cburcdi ooUege, wbere be proeecnied hii ttodiee niUi graat diligence. 
Haring taken bU degne, he aocompMued bii oouiin^raiBn, the duke of 
Leedi, on a tour to the oontiBent. He returned io ooUege in the year I79S, 
to punue the itudy of dirinity, and being admittod M.A. loen after, took holy 
orden, when he wai presented, by the Oxford family, to the Rectory of Bothall 
in Noithumberland. In the year 1737, on tiie reoommendaUon of ^ueen 
Caroline, he na* appointed chaplain ia ordinary to hii majeaty Oeorge II. In 
1739, be aMumed the nanie and anni of Dnmunond, as heir of entail of hi* 
greal-gcndfiUlMr, William, Tiacoont of Simthallan ; by whom tbs e«tat«* of 
Ctoe^n and InDeipefTry in Ferthahire were lettled, ai a perpetual proriiion 
fen the Moond branoii <k the Kimtoul fiutiily. In 1713, be attended Gieorge 
IL in the Oeniuui campaign, and on the 7lh of July preached before (he king 
at HsBonr a Mimen of thanlugirii^ for the riclory at Dettingen. On hii re- 
turn home, be ma inatalled pnbendary of WeMminiter. In 1746, be wai ad> 
nulled lU). and D,D. In 1713, be i«as conwcrsted biibop of St Aiaph. In 
Ihii dioceae be prwided for thirteen yean, and ifaa occuitomed to look bndc on 
the yean spent there at the mod dali^Uful of hie life. In the year 1753, a 
ierere attack having beau nude on the political oonduct of hii two moat inti- 
mate friendi, Mr Stone and Mr Mun»y [aftemards the great lord Man^eld}, 
be itood forward a* their Tindicalar ; and in an examination before the priry 
council made ao eloquent a defence of their conduct, that the king, on reading 
the exaau nation, it laid to have exiJaimed, — " 'ITM ia indeed & man to make a 
friend oL" In May, 17Q1, he waa trandated to the lee of Baliibury, and in 
November following iraa promoted to the archi^iieopal aee of Votk. He was 
•oon after iwom a, privy coundlkn', and appointed high almoner. He had 
the honour of preaddng the emanation Mrmon before tieorge UL and queen 
CharlMta. He died at bii palace of Bidioplhrope en the lOtfa of December, 
1776, in the 66th year of hii agci Hit conduct in the metropolitan see mi 
moat exein[dary ; and Mr Rorial in hii hiitory of Southwell ipeaki of him as 
being " peoiUai'ly rirtuous as a abtesmen, attentira to bit dutiei ai a chorchroau, 
ntagnificent as an archbishop, and amiable ai a man," while Robert, the late 
archbish^ of Yoik, nya, " Hit worth ia written in legible characters in the 
annali of the church, over which be Resided with dignified ability and apot- 
toUc alftction i in those of the stale, whose booMt counsellor and disinterested 
supporter he approved himself; and in tiie baarta of hit surviving family and 
friends, nrbo were witaesse* to the extent of his information, the acaten«« of 
his talents, the soundness of his laamiog, Ibe candid generosity of bis heart, 
and the sweet urbanity of hi* daily eonrematiiMi." When he wta promoted to 
the see of York, he found the palace small and unworthy of the dignity of the 
primate, and the piirish church in a slate of abudute ruin, T« the palace be 
made many ^lendid additions, particularly in tha private chapel ; while, t»- 
slated by a few small contribution* from the clergy and neighbouring gentry, 
ha entirely rebuilt the church. 
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His gnce marrid on the 3ln January, 1716, the dau^iter nnd heiress ol 
Peter Auiiol, merchant, London, by ithom he hnd leren children. Abigail, 
who died young' and is commeniornted by Mason in a well knomi epitaph ; 
Robert Auriol Uth earl of Kinnoul, Thonau Peter, lieutenaul><Mdonel of the 
West York militia, John, commander, H.N. the reverend L'du-ard, nnd the rere^ 
rend George Witliom, who nos prebendAry in York catheilral, and held many 
other living!, and who mu unfortunately drowned in 1807, nhile on a Toyag:e 
from DeTonshire to the Clyde. Mr George William Drummond waa the author 
of n rolume of poems entided, Verte* Social and Domuiic, Edinburgh, 1609; 
editor of his fatiier'i aermona, and author of that prelate'i life prefixed tothein. 

DRUMMOND, Williau, of Hamhomden, a celebraled poat and hlatoHan, 
was bom on tho 13th of December, 1586. Ilii f;tt]ier, gir jolm Drummond of 
Haitthorndcn, una gentleman uiher to king JamesVl., a place whidl he had only 
enjoyed a few nioiitlii before lie died. Ilii motlier, Susanna Fowler, na« 
daughter to Sir William Ponler, secretary to tlie queen, a lady much esteeoKd 
for her ei:emplary and rirtuouj life. 

The family of our poet wui among the mo(t andent and noble in Scotland. 
The lirst of the name who settled in this country, came fi-nm Hungary as ad- 
miral of the fleet which conveyed over Margaret, queen to Malcolm Canmore, at 
the time iihen sirname* were lint known in Scotland. Walter de Drummond, 
a dcscendcot of the original founder, was secrelary, or as it was termed deric- 
reglster, to the great Bruce, and was employed in various political negotiations 
with England, by lliat prince. AnnabcUa Drummond, queen of king Revert 
II. and mother of James I. was a daughter of the house of Stobliall, ttma whicli 
were descended tlie earli of Perth. The Drummonds of Carnock at this early 
time became a branch of tho house of Stobhall, and from this branch William 
Drummond of Hnwlhornden was immediately' descended. 

The poet wns well aware, and indeed seems to have been not a little prcud 
of his illusti-lous descent. In the dedication of his history to John end of 
Perth, vhom he styles his " very good lord and chief," he takes occauon fo ex- 
patiate at some length on the fame and honour of their common ancestors, and 
sums up his eulagium with the fotlowinr words : — " Dut the greatest honour of 
all is (and no subject can have an; greater), that llio hi)(h and nii<-lily prince 
Cliarles, king of Great Britain, and the most part of the crowned heads in 
Europe, are descended of your honourable and ancient family." His consan- 
guinity, remote as that was to James L, who was himself a kindred genius and 
a poet, was the circumstance, however, whidi Unjmmond dnelt most proudly 
upon ; and to the feelings whicli this gate rise to, we ore to attribute his history. 
He indeed intimates liitaself, that such was the cose, in a mannci at once noble 
and delicate : — " If we believe some sdioolmen," says he, " tli,-,t the souls of the 
departed have some dnrk knowledge of the actions done upon earlli, which 
concern their good or evil ; what solace then will this bring to James 1., that 
after two hundred years, he batii oiio of his moilier's name and race, that hatli 
renewed his fame and actions in Ui« world ?" 

Of the caily period of our autlior's life few pnrticulan ore known. The 
rudiments of his education he received at llio high school of Edinburgh, where 
we nro told, he displayed eariy signs of that irarth and genius, tor nhicb at a 
maturer ago he became conspicuous. From thence, in due time, he entered 
the university of tile same city, where, ailer the usual courae of study, he took 
his degree of maetec of arts. He was then well versed in the metaphysical 
learning of the period ; but this was not liis favourite study, noi uas he ever 
after in his life addicted to it. His lint passion, on leaving college, lay in tlie 
study of the classical authors of antiquity, and to this early atlnchniGnt, we have 
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no Iieutation in raying', U Lo be attributed the (ingulsr purity and elegance ef 
ttyle to wliich he allained, itiid which let him on a level, in that particular, wilU 
tlie muat clauicU of hii English contemporsriei. 

His iathor, intending liim for the profeaion of the Ian, he wat, at the age of 
21 yenn, scut over into Fmnce to prosecute thatttiidy. At Bourges, therefore, 
he applied himself to the ciril lare under some of the most eminent profeiM»* 
of the age, nitU diligence and applause ; uiid it is probable, had a berioua in. 
tention of derotiog bis afler life to lli.it lolioriou* profession. In the yi^r 
IGIO, his father. Sir Jdbn, died, and our author returned to his natire country, 
after an absence from it of four yean. To his other teaming and nccomplisb- 
menls, wliicli there U erery reason lo suppose were extensire nnd laried beyond 
ihose of most young men of his age in Scotland, he liad noiv added the requi- 
sites necessary to begin his course in an active professional life. That he nss 
well fitted fur this course of life, is not left to were conjecture. The learned 
president Lockhart is Icnoren to have duclored of him, " that hod he followed the 
practice of the law, he would have mode the best figure of any lau-yer in his 
time." The various political papers, whicli he ha* left behind him, written, 
some of them, upon those difficult topics ivhich agitated king and people, during 
the disturbed period in whicii he lived, attest the same fact ; as displaying, 
along with the eloquence which tras peculiar to their author, the more forensic 
qualities of a perspicuous arrangement, and a judicious, cle.ir, and masterly 
inana^inent of liis argument. 

It was to tlie surprise of those who know him that our author tumetl aside 
front the course, which, though laborious, hty so invitingly open to his approach ; 
and preferred to the attainment of riches and honour, the quiet ease and ob< 
scurity of a country gentleman's life. He was naturally of a melandioly tern- 
penuneut ; and it is probable, that like mony others, who owe such to an over 
delicate and refined turn of sentiment, he allowed some vogue disgust to in- 
fluence hiin in liis dedsion. His father's death, at the same time, leaving Inm 
in easy independency, he had no longer any obstruction to following the bent 
of his inclination. 'Iliat decidedly led him to indulge In the luxury of a liter- 
ary life, certainly the most digiiiHed of all indolencies, when it can be nssodated 
-Willi ease and competence, lie liad a strong desire for retirement, even at this 
early period of his life, and now, having relinquished all tlioughts of appearing 
in publiii, he would leave also eveii tlie bustle and noise of tlie world. 

No poet, in this stale of mind, perlisps, ever enjoyed the possession of a re> 
treat more Sivoured by nature tlian is that of Hawthomden — to well fitted to the 
realization of a poet's vision of earthly bliss. The place has been long known 
to every lover of the picturesque, and, assodated as it has become, ivith the 
poetry and life of its ancient and distinguished possessor, is now a classical spot. 
Upwards of a hundred years ago, it is pleasing to be made airare that this 
feeling was not new. The learned and critical Ruddiman, at no lime given to 
be poetical, has yet described Haittliomden as being " a sweet and solitary seat, 
arid very jil and proper for t/ie natter." It was here that our author passed 
many of the years of his early life, devoted in a great measure to literary and 
philotophical study, and the cultivation of poetry. We cannot now marie with 
any degree of precision, tlie order of his compositions at this period. The 
first, and oniy collection published in his lifetime, containing the " Flowei* of 
Sion," with several other poems, and " A Cypress Grove," appeared in Edin- 
burgh in the year 1G16 ; and to tliis publication, limited as it is, we mutt as- 
cribe in great port, the literary fame which tlie aulliiir himself enjoyed among 
his contemporaries. 

Of tlie poems we shall tpeak afterwards ; but the philosophical discourte 
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it may be u mil to aotlea in tba prMent plaea. 



GypreM Qre*e " «m written >fier the aaAort reooreiy from a leTere iUneii ; 
and the ■object, tu^eited we we UM, by the tmin of bii ceflectiont cm a bed 
of liokDen, ii DMth. • We hare oft«n idaiied the iplendid pewafei of Jeremy 
Tayin- on Oia MbliniMt Af All eutfily topfas, itnd U jj if anydting bat & more 
decided praiM <^ IheM to wy, ttiit DrammMtd at leart linlM them. The Kyle 
ii exalted, a»d clawical a« thnt of the dicttBgBiihed dnmlmun we hare named ; 
tke ooDa^Iion, expnauoD, and imagery, icaroely inforior in nibUmity and 
bwmty. That labemwd display «f JeamiDg-, a fiudt peculiar to the literary nwn 
«f diair day, atCaehaa in a great nwaaure to both. In tfaia partienlar, howerer, 
DnmiiMNid hai certaialy been more Ikan OMally judldoiu. We coold well wiah 

-to aee tfaii wvrk of ntr aotbor, in preference to all hia odien, more populariy 
known. It i( decidedly of a higher osit than hia other prose piecea ; and the 
reading of it, wooU tend, better than any comment, to make theee odien reliih- 
ed, and their a^rit appreciated. 

Not long after ibe pabUeation of hia Tolume, we find Dmmniond on temu of 
faaaHiar o wi wpwi d ea e e wltti aereral of the great men of hii day. It would be 
ispeuiUe, oenaidering onr material*, to be ao AiU m this bead aa we covld 
hare wiabed. The iaf6nna&>n can only be gallMred from the corrHpondence 
wkich hu been puUiAed in hii wotlci ; and the Tory great imperfection of 
that, aa regardi the few indinduadi which it embracea, plainly indicatei thai 
otherj and periiapi, geeai namei hare been omitted, and that modi that may 
have been curioaaor important, ii loat Among the rnimei which remain re- 
eordml, the prinopal nre Ben Jonaon, Hldael Drayton, Sir Hobert Kerr, aftor- 

-wdt«arl of Anmmi, Dr Arthnr Jofanaton, and Str' William Alexander, after* 

■warda earl ^'Stirling. 

For the htt mentioned of tbeae, osr aiidior aeem* to hare entntained the 
aost'perflKt oneem and fiienMrip, Alexander vraa a conrtler, rather than a 
poet,' though a man not 6» leea capable of free and generoaa feelingi. Had 
king Jamea VI. not been a poet, it ii to be doubted If Sir William would hare 
hod ao much derotion to the dirlne art Hia aantmed paaion for poetry, how- 
erer, led turn to cultiTSte tin aodeiy of hii ingeniona eontemporariei, by whom 
be is mentioned with reapect, aa much, we may believe, on account of the real 
excellenee of the man, aa of the poet. Hii poemi, indeed, though thoie of an 
amateur, and now rend only by the curioui, are aome of them, far from being 
deHcient in poetical meriL Hit corretpandencs with our author, which extendi 
(hroogh many ysan, ia of little inlereat, referring nlmott entirely to tlie Irani- 
loiarion of poetical pieces, and to point! ef minor criticiam. 

Mitjmel Drayton, in an elogy on the Engliah poeta, toliea occasion to ipsak 
of' Dtummond with mnch diitindian. In the lettera of this pleaiing and onoe 
popular poet, there i» a frank openneM of manner, which forma a refreiblng 
ooMnut to the itiffibrm and (tiller compliment of the greater part of the ' fami- 
liar epiitlei,' 08 they are termed, which paved between the literary men of that 
period, not excepting many of thoee in the correapondence of the poet of Uaw- 
tbomden — "My dear noble Dnimmond," uiys he, in one of them, " your let- 
ten were oa welcome to me, aa if' they had come from my miatreaa, which I 
think ia one of the fairest nnd worthieM liring. Utde did you think how ofl 
that noblo friend of youn, 'Sir William Alexander, and 1, have remembered 
you, before we trafficked in IHenddiip. Lore me ai much u you can, and 
■o I will you: I can neret hear of yon too oft, and I will ever mention 
you Tvift much respect of your deserred worth, tie." — " I thank you, my 
ilear iweet Drununond, ior your good opinion of ' Pcdy.01byon :' 1 hare done 
twelre booki more; that is, from the eiglileenth book, trhidi waa Kent, 
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or you not* It) all th* «a«t puts, and norA to tba rivM TwMd ; W it lyelb hy 
•ne, tar lb« bookirilan sinI I un in t«rraB: they an a oompany of baaa kiuTMi 
irtiom 1 both MORI asd kick at," &a. One othw pomge we (hall quote, 
nliMi, tbongh eo^niittio, baa yet a* mueh atfeetioa a* coneeit in it ■.— " I am 
oft iJitiikiDg; whether thii loi^ lilnice proceed* from you or me, wbedier 
[trilidl] I know not; but I woald have you take it upon you, and excuae me; 
and then I would tuTO yo« lay tt upon me, and eseuae younrif : but if you 
will (if you think it our faulti, ai Ido) let ue diride, and both, ai we may, amend 
JL My lOD^ beixg in the couiMry thii taBrnwr, 1ti»i whence 1 had no meana 
to fend my letter, aball partly speak for me ; for, bellere me, iTOrthy WiUiaia, 
I am more than a fortnigfat^ friend ; where I lo*«, I lore for yean, which I 
htft you ibnll find, Stc" 

Oriy two ot DrumnuMd^ lelten in lettni to this excellent poet and agree- 
able friend hare been praerred. We AaU make a brief exlmet from ohb of 
them, as it laems to refer lo the commeacemeat of their friendship, and to be 
in anawer to that we bare Int quoted of Drayton : — " I must lere this year of 
my life (1616) meie dearly than any that f<newent it, beeause in it I wm so 
happy ss to be acquainted with laA worth. Whatever were Mr Darit' other 
designs, methinks some setret prudence directed him to those pert4 only : f«r 
this, I will in lo*e of you turpMi m fia your oawitrrioen, as you g« beyond 
them in all true worth ; and sUI striTO to be seeond to none, sare your ftir 
and worthy mistress." John Dans had, it would seem, in a visit to Scotland, 
beewne acquainted with Dmnmand, and en his retmm to London did not tail to 
■nanifest the respect and admiiation our poet had inspired him witlu Draylea 
comasunieates as mudi to his iriend in the following brief pntseript to one of 
his letlen- — " Jolm Davit i> m lot» lekh yau." Me could not hare used 
fewer words. 

Sir Robert Kerr wu, like Sir> William Alexander, a courtier and a poet, 
though unlike trim he neier oune to be distii^ished as an author. He is beat 
known to posterity for the lingular feat which he performed, by killing in a 
duri the " giant," (Charles Maxwril, who had, with great arregance and insult, 
proTtriied him to the combaL There is a letter from our poet to Sir Ridtert, 
on this occasion, in which pbiloeophically, and with mudi kindne**, he thus re- 
prehends his friend's rashness and tenurity : — " It was too mMch hazarded in a 
point of honour. Why tbould true nlour hare ansvrered lieroe barbarity ; 
nobleneti, un^panoy; religion, impiety; ianocence, malice; — the disparage- 
QMnt bcii^ so Tait? And had ye then to. teuton to the haurd of a oonbnt, 
the exemplar of rirtue, Mid the mines' sanctusry T The lires of twenty such as 
his who hath fallen, in honour's balance would not counterpoise your one. Ve 
are too good for theee timee, in whkh, as in a time of plague, men must once 
be side, and that deadly, ere they con be aswired of any safety. Would I could 
persuade you in your iweet walks at home to take the prospect of courtship- 
There is anothM lett«« of Drummond's to this ^fentleman which we need not 
here notice, but rather past to the one, for there is only one preferred, from 
the pen of Sir Robert, as it tends some little to explain the footii^ in which 
be stood related to our poet. This, whidi is dated from " Cambridge, where 
the court waa the week past, about the making of the Fraich match, 1 Gih Dec 
1S34," (aboia four years aOer the date of that abora quoted,) — sau off in the 
following strain: — " Erery ivretched creature knows Ih* way to that place 
wbMe it it OKiat in*de of, and so do my verses to you, that wb« to kind to the 
last, that emy Ifaought 1 think that way hastes to be at you : it is true I get 
leifwe to think few, not that they are eara because rara, but indeed to dedar^ 
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that my einployiiicnt and inline concur to make tliem, like Jncob's day*, fait 
&nd evil" — " 'llie beat ii, 1 care as liule fur tliam as Iheir fame ; yet if you do 
not mislike them, it is ivnmnt enough for me to let them live till they get yotar 
doom. In this lonnet I liflve lent you an approbation of your onii life, nfaeae 
Ghamcter, honioever I hnre mist,.l Imre let you tee liow 1 lore it, and would 
fain praise it, and, indeed, fniner practiRs iL" 'Ilie poem tliut diDidently iu- 
troduced, liai liad a mora fortunate fnte than ndi probably contemplated for it 
by ita author. It is entitled " A Sonnet in praiie of a Solitary Lite ;" and ne 
are gratuitously informed at the end, that " tiie date of this stirred rhyme, and 
the place, ivas the very bed~chanil>er where I could not sleep." Sir Robert 
Kerr was indeed, a clurocter for ivhom Drummond might well entertnin a high 
respect In the remarkable adventure abore alluded to, and for itliich he be- 
came rery famous, he nos not only acquitted of all blame by Im oivn friends, 
but even lord Maxwell, the brother of the gentlenuD killed, generously pre- 
tested tlial ihey should never quarrel with, nor dislike him on that account. 

Tliere is only one letter recorded of Drummond to mark that luk intimacy 
had existed bettieen hiui and his countryman tlie celebrated Arthur Joliiuton, 
the LAtin poet It it rather a abort enay, on the lubject of poetry, indeed, 
than a letter, iiTittan, says he, " not to give you any instruction, but to manifest 
mine obedience to your requeat" We shall quote a passage or ttvo from lliis 
piece, not so mucli on account of any geneial excellence, as to show tliat Druui- 
mond, though he tolerated, and in tome fetr inttincea adopted tliem, nell un- 
derstood the errors of the English poets of his time, and tliat he properly ap- 
preciated the purer taste displayed in tlie earliei' models : — " It is more pniise- 
worthy," thus it begins, " in noble and excellent things to know sometJiiiig, 
(hough little, than in mean and ignoble matters to have a perfect knowledge. 
Amongst all tliose rare wnainenta of the mind of man, poesy listli had a most 
eminent place, and been in high esteem, not -only at one time, and in one 
climate, but during all limes, and through all tiiose part* of tlie world, where 
any i-ay of humanity and civility hnth ^lined : so that she hath not unworthily 
deserved tl)e name of the mistress of human life, the height of eloquence, the 
quintessence of knowledge, the loud trumpet of fame, the language of the goi^ 
There is not onything endureth longer : Homer's Ti-oy hath outlived many re- 
publics, and both the Roman and Grecian monarchies : she subusteth by her- 
self; and after one demeanour and continuance, her beauty sppeareth to all 
ages. In vain have some men of late (transformers of every tiling) consulted 
upon her reformation, and endcnvoured to abstract her to metaphytieal ideas 
and iclioltutieal quiddities, denuding her of her own habits, and those orna- 
ments with whidi she hath amused the world some thousand years." M'e miglil 
uell quote more, or indeed the nhole of it, for the essay, if it may be called 
(uch, is very short ; but we mutt make this serve. It natumlly occurs to notice 
how mneh the classical taste of Johnston must luive luirmonized iritli that of hit 
contemporary, — and honr in the junction of two such minds mudi mutual 
benefit must have been communicated. In that language whidi became him at 
hit own, Johnston has written a few commendatory verset on his friend, which, 
in the fashion of the tiioe liave been regularly prefixed to the oolleciioni of 
Drummond's poemn 

The most remarkable incident which hat descended to ui, connected with the 
literary life of ourpoet, was the vitlt with whi<^ the well-known English dramatist, 
Sen Jonson, honoured him, in the winter of l01S-t9. Upon this, therefore, we 
would desire to be tetnewbat particular, and the materioli we have for being so, 
are not so barren as those which refer to other pasutges. Ben Jonson was n 
man of much decision, or wlint, on some occations, might no doubt be termed 
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obUinacy, of purpose; nod to undertnke d journey on foot of tererol hundred 
tnilet. into a ttninge country, and at on unfaTouiable teamn of Uia year, to Tiiit 
n brother poet, whose fame had readied hii ean, whb diaracteriiiic in etery 
viay of hit couBtitutionol reiolutenen, and of thnt sort of practical uncerity 
irhich actuated hii conduct iiiditfcrently either to fi'iendsliip or enmity. M'e 
mean no diipnragenieiit 1)y tlieie lB*t ivordi, to tlie character of a man acknon 
ledgedly great, ai eiery one will allow Ben Jonion'i to hare been ; but merely 
allude to a trait in tlml character, fully marked in the individual, and which he 
htnuelf nerer attempted to ditguise. Hit drinking out the full cup of wine at 
the communion table, in token of hi« reconcitintion with the church of England, 
and lincere renunciation of popery, ii an anecdote in point; and ive need only 
hint at the nnimositiei, one of lliem fatal, into which, in an opposite uay, the 
(.ime zealotunesB of apirit hurried him, There ii much occasion to mark tilts 
humour throughout the ivhole siibitance of the conTeiintions ivhich poued be- 
tween Dnunmond and his remai^ble visitor. 

The curious document ivhich contains these, it in itself hut a rough drnugbt, 
written by Drummond when the matters contained in it were fresh in his recol- 
lection, and intended merely, it would seem, as a sort of memorandum for his 
own USD. That its author never intended it should becoaio public is evident, 
not only frooi tile imperfect and desultory manner in \vhich it is put tt^ther, 
but from the unsophisticated nnd unguarded freedom of its personal reflections. 
There is every proof that though it unhappily treats ivilh much and almost unpnl- 
lialed severity the character and foibles of the English poet, the truth is not, so 
lor as it goes, violated. It is not kindly, noc can it bo said to be hostilely ivritleo. 
Inhospitably, ive cannot allow it to be, as it certainly never was intended to 
prove offensive to the feelings of the person whom it describes, or his admirers. 

Several of the incidents of Ben Jonton's life, as they were communicnted by 
him to Drummond have been given. These we have not occasion to notice ; 
but nte cannot pan over, as equally out of place, some of the opinions enter- 
tained by that remnikoble man of bis literary coiilemporanes. They are for 
the most part sireeping censures, containing some truth, but oftener much illi- 
borality ; pointed, and on one or tivo occasions coone, — Jonson being nt all 
times rather given to lose a friend than a jest Spenser's stanza* we ore told, 
" pleaaed him not, nor his matter."—." Samuel Daniel nns a good honest man, 
had no children, and was no poet ; that lie had wrote the ' Civil War*,' nnd yet 
hath not one battle in his whole book." I^liclinel Drayton, '' if ho had per- 
formed what he promised in his Polyolbion, (to write the deeds of all the 
trorthiei,) had been escellent." — " Sir John Harrington's Ariosto, of all translii- 
tions was the worst That when Sir John desired him to tell the ti-uth of his 
epigrams ; he ansivered him, that lie loved not the truth, for they nere narra- 
tions, not epigrams." — " Donne, for not being understood, would periih. lie 
esteemed him the Rnt poet in the world for some things ; bis verMis of Ohadino 
ho had by heart, and that passage of the Calm, that du.tt and ftalhert did not 
tlir, all tea* to quiel." He told Uonne that liis "Anniversary was profane and 
full of bbisphemios ; thnt if it had been irrilten on the Virgin Mary it hod been 
tolerable." To whidi Donne aiuirered, " that ho described the idea of a woman, 
and not as she ivaa." — ''Oiren was a poor pedantic sell ool master, sweeping his 
living from the posteriors of little children, and hoi imthing good in him, his 
epigrams being bare narrations." — " Sir Walter Raleigh esteemed more fame 
than conscience : the best wits in England were employed In making his hit- 
tory. He himself had written a piece to him of the Punic iiar, which he alter- 
ed and set in his book." — "Francis Beaumont was a good poet, as were 
Flet4^r and Chapman whom he loved " — " He fouglit sereral times with Maia- 
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ton. Martlon wrote Ua fBth«r->n-Uw's preadtings, and hiB father-iu-lHw hii 
coaiedJM, &c" Tb« BMt nDgulsr of ^1, to lli« loodem reBi4er, ii lAat fol- 
lom regarding ShkkeapaBre, wfto is intraducod nitii fully as little resport as is 
shown to any of the others mentioned ; — He said. " ShslteapeBre minted nrt itiid 
aoDietimes sense ; for in one of his plays, be brought s nuiidier of men 
8871111^ they bad inflhred sUpwredi in Bohemia, where is no sea, near by one 
bimdTed miles." Shakeepeose, it may b« reraarfced, dtough two years dend »l 
the tiiae of this omrersation, was then bat little known out of Lund»ii, the 
sphere of his original attraction. He Brst, awd well known folio edition uf hia 
plays, which may be enid to have first shown forth om great dramatttt In tin 
world, did not appear till 1633, several years after. Dnunnond merely refers 
to bin as the author of " Venus and Adonis," and the " Bape of Lucreoe^" 
I»ecet as little popularly known now, as bis playewere then. 

It is to Ben Jonsou^ honour, that, wb^ be spared lo little die absent pools 
of liis country, be did not altogether pass over the peet of Howthi^nden to bii 
face. Our autbar*! rerses be alloired^ " were all gfood, e^iedally bis epitxph 
on jarince Henry ; save tliat they smeiled toe niuch of the ssbools, and were 
not after the fkocy of the times : for a child, said he, may write after the faihiOD 
of the Greek and Latin venes, in running ; — yet, tbat he wished for pleasing 
the king, tliat piece of Forth Feattiny bad been hii own." 

So little did any interooUEse eziit two bandied yean ago between the then 
newly united kingdom* of England and Scotland, and in particular, so unknown 
did the latter kiugdran then and long after i«niain to the sister i^nden, 1I0M, 
a friendly or lairioui tour into SeoUaod, now become a matter of everyday and 
fksbionable-oecnrrence, was by them looked up<m at pr^fittnt with every spedee 
of novelty and adventure. Neeeesily or busimces eould aleoe be conudered as 
on inducement to the prosecution of sad) a journey, attended with se tMtny 
suppoied ritks, and some real ineonvealences ; and we can well believe in the 
wonder and delist wbidi a devoted and adventurous English angler is said to 
have experienced, when be began to reflect how, almost unoonsdoiMly, (he 
beauty and esudienoe of it* fine rivert had seduced him far into the heart of a 
peaceful and ramsntic land till then thought savage and barbaross. Infected 
we may suppose with similar feelings, Beii Jonson contemplated the design of 
writing " a Fisher or pastoral play," tlie scene of which was to be the " Lomond 
lake i" and he liksiviie formed the intention of turning to poetical account bis 
foot pilgrimage, under the form and title of a " Siicovsry of Edlnbin^'' — 

" The heart of Scotland, Britoin's other eje." 
A letter to our author, upon his return to London, and the answer to it, almost 
entirely refer to these two tchemes. 

We are informed, in the first of Ibete, that the laureate of his day returned 
safely from his long journey, and met " with a moKt catholic welcome ;" that 
his reports were not unacceptable to bis majesty ; — " who," lays he, " professed 
(I thank God) some joy to see me, and is plesEcd to bear of tlie purpose of my 
book." The letter concludes thus : — " Salute the beloved Fenlons, the Nisbels, 
ibe Scots, the Levinptons, and all the honest aod honoured names wilb you \ 
es[X^Uy Mr James Writh, Iiis wife, your sister, Ac"' 

1 " No one," says a correspondent, "can read the cdebiBtod Andi ^ On rwrwiun between 
Dmmmond and Ben Jonam, witboiit regrettFng (hat the tbrmer hid not a spice more of 
BoswsJI in him, m as to have preserved not only hJs visitor'a Bbare of the dtakigue, hut hit 
own also. As it Is, we have a meagre outline of Joiwn'i opinions, <nth no inturmiiture of 
Drummond'a replies. Whatan Interesting diacourse on the extravagant frealis of imagina- 
tlim may we iopMiss to have accompanied Joneon^ eCatement ' that hs had apent a wliols 
uicht lying loeklng to hie grest toe, about wiiich be hatti aeeo IWtan and l^l^ks, Ronun* 
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W« oon coma to a aucuuMtuice in ttio lib of our poet wbidi wu deatined, 
in iU OMMeqiWBOM, to intemi^ the quiet ooune in whidi Ui «xi«tMMn hd 
hitharta flowed, and to eioiciia orei bk miitd and fUure l^pinea ■ deep and 
iMting inOiMMML Thk wm tlw attKhnent wfaich he temed Cor n youag and 

■ad CarlliwhiianiifahtlDhtaiawgtaalitm!' Yet it 1« pnmted to la In in inlatad pui- 
gnph, u lltha lira bardi had ipsnta whole erening tuBlher,aiid thaL ini the duly thl^ 
that paned belircan them. Again, ire have Jonaui m&ng Ihe itartllng dtclaralioa, ' that 
he wrote all Ua veno lint In pro», as his master Camdea taught him,' and adding, ' that 

Ttaoi by lonie, without either ooloun or aocait;' and we any beeura IhcH 

id not fall ai— "- " 



tioos did not bli apMi the esr of Druminoiid liks the •auiui of a dock itrikiug tlie hour or 
midnight: bat he (tUi ut nothing to tha contrary. LasLly, ne know ihal Dnimmond iud 
walgtwd will the mMett at aatralogy, aad arrind at very ntlinal cDnclinioBi amceniing the 
predjetioiw preunded to be derived fnn It, namely, that tlwv were aiaud ' by the ngaeltr 
at the aitrowger at the blocklshiuiB oT the oofuulter ;' we might therefiire liaTe expeoter 
Awn lilmnniBthiiv pertinent in rdatioii to other occult miUere: bat no ( heglvei wllhouti 
-ward oCoeBmont the BiUowli^ atwy; 'when the king came to En^and, about the time tb 
plifiiN wci In London, he (Bai JooDn) beinc in the oountry at Sir Roiiart Cotton's hooai 
with old Camden, hesnw In s viaiiHi hia eldennm, then a young child, and u LonJoa, ap 
pear onlo him, iTith the mark ofa bloody croa on itathrehud, as if it hod been cut with i 
iwonl; at whidi ainaied. be prayed to Ged, and in the noniing csme to Mr Caraden* 
chaoiljer to tiJl hitn; who perguadad 1dm tt waa bat bb apprahBiiIao at which lie ahould no 
be deieded. In the meanllme there osme Ictlen fism hia wife of the death of that boy ii 
the plague. He appmred to him, ha said, of a manlj ahape, and of that growth he eliall h 



Uetiona pretanded to be deri>eJ fran It, namely, that tbay were aioMd ' by the aagaeltr 
M aftrowger at the blocklahneB of the oonaulter ;' we might therefiire liaTe expootea 
I himnmethiiv pertinent in rdatioii to other occult matlere: lnitno( heglvei wllhouta 
-ward of oaBmont the BiUowii^ atwy; 'when the king came to En^and, about tlie tim< 

Camd 
10 him, with the mark of a bloody creai onita threhc 

^ aiBBied. be prayed to Ged, and in the noniing csme to Mr Camden's 
' ; who persuadad Umttwaa bat bb apprahBiBlao at which he should not 
1 meanllme there osme Ictlen fism hia wife of the death of that boy in 
paired to him, ha said, of a manlT shape, and of that growth he sliall be 
Whetlier Dmmmond suapected that Ban exercised his Invention upon 
thlsocouion cannot be discovered 1 but audi Is the sslalion wUcfa be apdies, in his Uidtrg 
<^llit Faie Janum, to two similar tales currsnt regardhv Jamea V.i 'bath aaaai,' hs aaya, 
•to hare been forged by the men of ttnse tinua^ mi may cbaUsus a place In the poetHal 
part of history.' But thaagh thm prnTnlrliirl] riltiil raaaarnlin nia emi Tlnm »f thii graaUr 
number of the Bubjeda touohad n|iiuiliyliisfiisnd,asouaCthadootriiMsof IholalMrseenMd 
to Uawthoraden too prep aateioas to b« neordad vritlaHtMauaarkoIdiiapfitvbBtisBi. It is 
arousing ta lind Um nrpriMsinr Us dlnleason at tks ioBavatien which Tnnasn did not 
seni[rie to make upon the rlswlcal model iar the aeauasltion of (Bslorab. ■ He bdngelh in 
downs,' n)s Dmaunond, 'mokiu BiUtliaiid boU^aparts, ctntTrry loaJJ tiher paiuralii' 
TliedeconuiaScoUman wouidDodiwbtluieladliJm to ^- -- .- -l- - =■ .l. _, 



ot antiquity, constnieled with Ida pipe in iba 
not only fnm tha imilollon of nature, *"'* ~ 

contrlTonee of new chaTflars, Just as J] 

hereafter to idm at an) thing bajood multiplying copies of certaiu groups of ligUTKa which 
tha nvrld nmy for the time have agreed to sail "'"-J—i 

" Joiiaon's unbridled axubsiBHoa of bney, bordaiing occniluially upon Irrevaroica, ap- 
pears [a have tieeu a Bight beyond what was olculatod to plnse the pure mLod of tha ratJFtd 
aiid philosophic Drummond; and hia fiiend's visit probably opened to him a view of the 
jealoasicB ot the poetical tiibe, whou aaaemblad in one plaos, and all stnLuUug iitr pr»«ml- 
nenoe, which made klm still meie oontant with his swu srmlusiiiii Tha fiiiiitiMan with 
tthich Joiison criticised the Teraea at nnimmnmli Inllliir bim ' that they wsro all gssd. 
wpeiiBlly his epitaph on priuce H cnry, BVe that iW amelled too nuidi of the schoi^, taA 
were not after the Buicy oC the Iimear--ftir that a child might write after the fuhion of Ika 
GreekaadL«llo vena In runuli^,'—BiBv have Bili)uadtlM author a little; and Beu's boil- 
terous aud jovial chancter may alia have been odenaiva (o the sedate aod antemphilite esU- 
(ary of Uawtborwien. It ta Arther to be renumbered, that PnimaatBil oraptoycd a aeverit* 
injadcing, the edge of whicb, a little mere iBtaitBuias with the world might have blantad. 
But with all these atklwanae^tIM character he haadiawn of Ua visitor is pmbobly very little 
, 'waaagnBt lover and praiser of blnueif, a 
to lose a friend than a jiat: jeolwa of KVti}/ 
after drink, which la one of the elameuls In 



m diawn of Ua visitor ia pmtahly very little 

II BL uu inereharged. ' Baai Jsusui,' says ha, 'i— ~— ' ' — ' ' " " " 

contenuierand scomeTof otbere, givai lalhei-to . 
wonl and actiuu of Ihosa about Mm, aspedally after drink, w. . . 

whidihe lived; ndisaemblaroflhegrsat pails which reign In him;* bouHer of aonie good 
that he wanted : ttJiiketh nothing well done but what aitbar he hlmselror sune of his 
friends hath suid or done; he ia pasdonatd v kind aud angry, caideai either to gain or keept 
Tindlolve, but, if he be well answered, at hlmaaU} interprets bsst sayings and deeds oflesi !• 
lo the woist. He was for any rdigJoa,.aa baiiy vensd in both; opprasaed vritb bncy, 
which hath ovarnisalered his rrSBnn, n, gcsiaral JiseMa in many psata. Hia InvautioM an 
smooth and nay ; but above all he sicellath in a translatlML When his play of JU Silml 
Woman woa fijst acted, there were ibuud vorssa after (n the IlBBe gainst Urn; osndudlng 
that that play was well nonud Tlie SOmi Wamm, because them was bstci ism nan M say 
PiaudilB to it. 

" Drummond has been much blamed by some br leaving behind hln these netea of tfaa 
converSDtiou, and remarka on tlie character, of ' bis waitby fiieaid Master Beifjamio Job. 
•eni' as If nil the while that be entertained hi* guests, ha lad bean u(au tbs waMi be mat- 



lyGoogle 



148 WILLIAM DRDMMOND. 

beautirul Indy, daughWr to Cnnninglianie of Unmet, an aiicient and honourable 
family. Ilii alTectioii trm returned by lita miBEieu ; the marriage day Dppoint- 
ed, uid preiwratioiu in progreia for the hapiiy lolemniiatian, uhen die young 
Indy was seized suddeiily with a ferer, of ithich ihe died. Hit grief on thia 
erent he hns expreiaed in many of thoie tonnets, whidi hare given to him Ihe 
liile of this country'! Petisrdi; and it hai ivell been aaid, that irith more pits- 
■ion and sincerity he celebr.ited his dead miiti'ess, than othon uic to praise their 

'file inelaiiclioly tenipernnient of Ditiinmond, ue liave before laid, wai one 
reason of his secluding iiimself from the norld, and tlie ease and relief of mind 
nliiuh lie sought, he had probably found, in liis mode of life ; but the rude 
shock which he now receircd rendered solitude irksome and baneful to him. 
To dirert tile train of his reUections, he resolred once more to go abroad, and 
In lime, diitonce, and novelty, lo«e recollection of tlie happiness Mhicli had do- 
luded him in liis oivii country. He spent eight years in prosectitian of this 
deiign, during vrbich he tnivelled through the whole of Germany, France, and 
Italy ; Rome and Paris being tlie tuo places in Mhich lie principally resided. 
He was at pains in eultirating the society of learned foreigners ; and bestotred 
some attention in forming a collection of the best ancient Greek and Lalju 

ter nhieli miglit aflsrwiirds be reported la hii prdudira. Drummoiid vns no doubt entirely 
jimocent af ajiy such trcscherous design-, but being cut oO" from iiitercourao irith men el 
genius, and yel having a great llkin| to Euch locjet]', the opportunity of hearing, fmai Iba 
•nuiilb of one of the moat eminent mils of lib time, & rapid sketch of vrlmlever was interest- 
ing in the literary wnrid, seemed too blgh nn advanljige not to bo improved to the utmost ; 
and Drummond wrote domi notes of wluit pafscd, ttuit he might recui lo tbem viben be 
could no longer enjoy the conversation of his visilar. If there happen to be some Ihiii^ 
which Joii5on^B biogmpheis couLd niUi bad not been recorded nganist him, vre &innot join 
them in tlieir regret. It Is certainly a pity that great men are not immaculate ; buttt is no 
pity that such faults as they arc cliargcabie with are mode tno«-n. If ire wero to choose, we 
would liave the couisvs most frequented by our ships all clear of rocks and Eands ', but not 
being able to get tilings to our mind in this respect, Ilie only resource is lo maik them out as 
fiiilhiuUy and conspicuously as possible, that Ihoea nha sail the same way in future, niny 
Ifiiow to keep dear of these dangerous places. We trust the time is now nearly past for ilio 
liiogiBpher ililnking ii liis duty to prtsetre an unvarying whiteness in the cimmctcr ho un- 
dertakes (0 dmw. Cromwell's im'unctlon lo his painter ought to serve as a canon to all liisio- 
riansond writers of memoirs: ' I desire, Mr Lely,'said the gru ft" protector, 'that you will 
paint my picture trulj' like me, and not flalter me at all ; but remark all these roughnesses, 
pimples, warts, and every tiling as jou see mo: otherwise, I will never pay joun fiirthlng.' 
" But all Uiis, it may be sciid, is nothing to the breach of private confidenre : Drummoml 

prejuilice, of whut pt^aad in the course of gocIhI converse, and i^aanot expected by his gutst 
ever to be repealed. To tills it nuiy be aiisiicred, that probebly Jonson cared very HIIIb 
whether his conveisaticn nas repealed or not. His opinions must have been expressed nilli 
aquul freedom to many others i>esides Drummond^ for he itbs not a man lo carry Ihem 
about wiLh him, locked up ulth difliculty in his own breast, till he came down lo Scolhind, 
and then think he had got them safely buried In n liole,_-like that foolish servant of Midas, 



le had got tnem safely burled In n iioie,_Jii[e itiat i< 
St till he had dug a pit, "hispered inUi It the porteir 
- — , and then Felired, thinlSig h' -•-"' - 



is secret closed up under llie earth with 
which he had iSlled the pit again. If, then, Jo)i_. 
repeated or not, there was no breach of nmtidtnctt tuwnnit him as an inriivlilual ^ and as for 
what is said of such disclosures having the elTect to put a slop lo al! freedom of inlcrrouTss 
among literary men, since no one oin be sure but that his friend is a note-taker, and will a.- 
liiblt ills private conversiL lions, whj', every one must lake care fur himself not to utter any 
(lung upon these occasions dcrogntorj' to his ohh character, or which he would l>e nshanicil lo 
avow openi] . This is a restraint. Indeed, but it is one of a most mlulary kind ; for it cannot 
be contended that the enjoimenls of soclety_^r at ieastwhat ought lo be Its enfoj mcnts— are 
abridged by the eicluslDii of such talk as people would ufter.'ards have the world believe tliey 
took no part In. It is true, tkit in this wuy a man has no safeguard against a nuilldous or 
Ignorant representation of his words ; because surh tilings do not usually come abnud till 
alter the doitb of those persons lo whom they refer. But Ihere is no help for 11 ; every ono 
must iust oppose uprlBlilncss of conduct and purity of conversation, to slandirs pnsent and 
....;' ir.,r.,?, r.....,..._j ., .,j .'...^ .. , ^eslfe maxim, when hesnid, 'iho 
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authon, and the tvorU* of tlie esteemed modern uTilen of Spain, France, and 
Italy, lie afterward* in.-ule a dniintion of many of these to the colIeg« of Edin- 
btn^h, and it formed, al the time, one of tlie mot curious and valuable collec- 
Uoni in that great library. The taldogue, printed in the year 1G37, if 
fumUbed ivith a Latin preface from the pen of our nuthor, upon " the ttdTOnlsge 
and honour of librarici.'' 

After an absence of eight years, Druiomond returned to liii uatire country, 
nhleh he found nhvndy breaking out into those political and religious dissen- 
tians, which so unlutppily marked, and so tmgically completed the reign of 
Cbarlei I. It does not appear that lie took any hand whoieTer in tbeae dlfler- 
onces till n much more Advanced period of iiis life. It would ceem rslher that 
other and quieter dutigni puaseued his mind, ni he is said about tliis time to 
have composed Ilia iiisiory, during a stay which he uiade in the house of his 
hrother-in-lair, Sir John tJcot of Scolstarret The history of the reigns of the 
lire Jameses, as a piece of composition, is no mean acquirement to the literature 
of thia country ; and for purity of style and elegance of expression, it was not 
surpassed by any Scottish autiior of (he age. In an historical point of Tiew, the 
spirit of the work rariea materially from that of preceding author*, who hod 
written on the same period, and especially from Buciianon, though in a dilferent 
way. It is certainly as free from bias and prejudice as any of these can be 
said to be, and on some occasions better informed. The tpeedies invented for 
some of the leading chonictets, after the fashion of U)e great Roman histomn, 
and his imitators, are altogether excellent, and, properly discarded as they are 
from modern history, add mucli grace and beauty to the ivork. In short, as an 
old editor has expressed hiiiiseir; " If we consider but llie language, how Aorid 
and ornate it is, consider the order, and the prudent conduct of the story, ne 
will rank the auUior in the number of the best writers, and compare him eren 
with Tliuanus himself." 'litis woik tras not published till come yeait after 
Drummond'i decease^ 

We have no reason to believe that at this time he hnd relinquished the cul- 
tivation of poetry ; but can arrive at no certainly regarding Uie order of hi* 
compositions. Our author seems tbroughuut bis life, if we except the collection, 
which lie made of his early poems, to have entertained little concern or anxiety 
for the preservation of his literary labours. Many of his poems were only 
printed during his lifetime, upon loose sheets; and it was not till 1650, six 
yean after hii death, that Sir Jotin Scot caused them to be collected and pub- 
lished in one volume. An edition of tliis collection was published at London 
in 165!), with the following liighly encomiastic title : — " Ihe moat elegatit and 
elaborate Poems of tluit great court wit, >Ir William Drummond ; whoso laboun 
both in verse and prose, being heretofore so precious to prince Henry and to 
king Charles, shall live and flourish in all ages, whiles there are men to read 
them, or art and judgement to approve them." Some there were of his piecea 
which remained in manuscript, till incorporated in iJie folio edition of hi* worka 
in 1711. The most popular of those detached productions, primed in Drum- 
moud't lifetime, wai a macaronic poem entitled " Polemo-Middinia, or the Batdo 
of theDunghilL" This was meant as a satire upon lome of the author's contempo- 
raries ; and contains much humour in a style of composillou which luid not before 
been attempted in this country. It long retained its popularity in Ihe dly of 
Ddinburgh, ivhere it was almost yearly reprinted ; and it was publi^ed at Ox< 
ford in 1091, with Latin notes and a preface by bishop Gibson, 

He hod carefully studied the mathematics, and in the mechanical part of lliat 
scieDce elTected considerable improvements. These coniisted principally in llie 
lealoring and perfecting some of the warlike madiines of Ihe ancients, and in 
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the invantion otttnnl amw iattruMmti for lea aad innd Mrrioe, in p««ae and 
war. The JwmM of the n»diiB«i in En^h, {««ek, ud L«tin, and tfaeii 4«- 
agri^ow aad lUM, «ay b« fwind detailed in a patent fruttod io aw author by 
Idof CbulM I., in tlM year IfiSQ, for the lole maliiiig, Tsnding, and export, 
ing of llw Mine. Thii docuiaent bu been pubUtbed in tbe c«Ueetion of Drunt- 
mond'i noiki, and is worthy of notice, as iUiutrating that uieful Mienoe, Ikoufh 
tkan a iwglacted object «t pmuit, «•• .not orarloolced by oar audMc in tlia 
midtt ol man inteUeotaMl mdiec. Perhaps we niglit aran ba wananted in 
tayii^ biilter, tkat tbe altaatioit whidi be tbai baMowad on tke axiAing wanti 
and de&eiaBCMI of hi* eouatoy, iodicotad uoae (dearly than any olber iact, tlut 
Ua MJad bad progM«ed beytntd tbe geoiHi of Ike aga in irtiidi hii exidanaa 



1 lired till bie focty'^fth year a bachalar, a dreuioMaBee whldi 
any in great part be a*«ibed to tbe nnfoibuiale i«ue of hie fint leva. He 
bad, boweTet, aeddaBlly b»oa«»o acquainted widi Elinbetfa lagan, grand> 
dau|^ter to Sir Babert Logan of Reatalrig, in wbom be either found, or fluoeied 
be bad Aamd, a raaetnUaiKia to liii fint miitrni; and thi« impreHiaa, lO in- 
tanartng to hit faelingi, reTirad onae nMve in bii boram thoae bndra afiectioiM 
■ritiib bad M long lajn derskant. He iMcaae united to Ihia lady in tbe year 
leSO, By hii marriage be bad aaTeial cbildren. William, tbe eldest aon, 
lired. till an adranead age, wai Icnigfatad by Charita 11., and came to be tha 
only repreaentativfl of tk* knigbte-lMronsta fbrnarly ol Cnrnoelc, of nbom in 
the beginning of thi* article wa hare made mention. We learn litlk more of 
tbe piirate life of our authar after thii period ; but Ibat he lived retiredly at 
bia houee of Hawtbomden, wbidt he repaired ; an inasription to Ibie alleet, 
bearing data 1S3S, is (till extant upon the building. 

Drummond baa left behind bim maiiy ptditioal papon, mittan batwaen tl)e 
ytaai IGSB and 1640, in which, If he hai not approved hinaelf a judidoui «ip- 
porler of king Ctlarlei, and hii conleited rigliti and nutbority, he lua Mily 
&iled in a eviae which could not Iben be aupported, and which hia nerer lince 
been appmred. That all hit tomer faelingi and babiti tbouM hare inoUoed 
him to the nde of monarchy, in ^le great ttniggle which had then cwmnenoed 
br p^ular rigliU, wai natwral, and to be expected ; (till it ia erident enough, 
ttiat Ilia etroog inclination for peace, and philantfnropiodetireof areitii^ the im- 
pending miaeriea of ciTil war, actuated him in hi* interferenoe, ai powerfully 
ai did any e^t of partiianehip eren in the cause of royalty itielf. At a time 
when the grand principle* of conatitntional freedom were unknown or unda- 
load, and when no wiadom ootdd foreoee the ereot to iihich new and uncertain 
ligbla regarding oivil and aeligioui government might lead, the temporizing 
with 4M eatabliihed Ibnns and cuitoma, though it miglit ieem to retard the iplrit 
of impvoreMtent to twaily at woric, might be called hunume, if it waa not indeed 
•xpediant It wai not till very near the end of thRt century that tbe unireiaal 
aenie of the nation wai prepared for a decieire and bloodlea rerolutioB. 

" Irena, or a remonainuice fn' eonoord among his majesty'i subjecti," is the 
fint of lh«*e political tmoti ; and the picture which it drsira of ciril itrjret and 
diaoad—i, nnd of men gireii to diange, ia set forth with muidi eloquence and per- 
tUBwra foroe. Though tbe doctrine of obedienoe it enforced througbout, it b 
neither dogmatically nor ofleDtirely insisted upon. Thit, and other pap^e of 
a similar tendency, Dntmmond wrote in the yean tGS8-9 ; " but finding," as he 
infomu us in one of his lelten, " his ■najesty't authority so fearly eclipsed, and 
theak^am of rabalUon sw-elled to that height, that h^meat nien, without dangur 
dared hardly apaak, lea pablish tlieir ooaceptions in write, the papett were 
(uppreised.*> 
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W« atuU only notice oiw oth«r of thew eompcattions on account of lonte pa*- 
fHfei ooatained in it, irhich hare been adduced sa eridence of the polttlcol fore- 
(i^t nod tRgecilf of the trriter. It ii entitled " An address to the noblemen, 
buroiB, gentlemen, &c, irho hsTe leagued theimelves for the defence of reli- 
gion and the liberties of Scotland," end ia dated 2d May, 1039, t«n yean pn- 
. TiouB to the trial and execution of the kiug, to which, and to ereDti following, 
it Im pn>pl)etic referenee : " DBring these miseries," says he, " of which the 
troablen of die itate ihaU make their profit, thwe will aiiM (perliaps) one, nho 
will name hieaself PAoTsoniit of the liberty of the kingdom : ha AdU nrchArge 
tho pM>pl« with gTMiter miteriet than erer before they did sulFer : In shall be 
protootor of the ohundi, himself being without tmil or conscience, wiAoat let- 
len or great hnowlodge, undw the shadow of ]^ety and zeal «hall commit a 
thousand impieties ; tmd in end thall ettay to makt himulf Any ; and Dnd*r 
pretext of reformation, bring in all conflnion." — " Then thtUtttie poor people 
*nff«r for aU their folliet : then shall they see, to thei* own charget, irfiot it 
is to pull the sceptre from their sorereign, the swcsd ^nm the lawful inaglc- 
trato, M^iom God hath let OTier them, and diat it is a fearful matter for lubjecta 
to degradnate their king. This pn^reti it no new dirining, being approred 
by the histories of all times." The general truth of tUi Tatidna^on is 



It was a Mying of Dnmmond, " Iliat it was good to admire grent bilk, but t« 
U*e in the plains ;" and, as in the earlier part of life he had resisted the temp- 
latioiH of courtly or profeanonal celebrity, which birth and talent put alike in 
hii way, av aQerwards, he ai carefully eschewed the niore easily attained, 
thou^ mare perilooi distinctions of politicsl faction. His heart lay more to* 
ward) prirate than public rirtues; and his political writings, it is probabll^ 
were intended by tlieir author aa much fbr the iaatniction and satisfaction of a 
few intimate friends, as to mm (whidi diey nerer did} tlie more important ends 
for which they were ostensibly written. He was a atralier, and hi* prindplas, 
early prejodices, and inclinations, led him to espouse the royal cause ; but hi* 
patriotism and good sense informed him correctly how fiir hi* support should be 
extended. His prudential forbearance wa* indeed sometimca put to the test ; 
but though raputed a malignant, and ini»« Aan once summoned before the cir- 
cular tables at Edinburgh for satirical reiace, discoucM*, and conrertalions, it 
does not appear tiiU he ever seriously compromiaed his safbty or property. 

The sarcasms and lampoons of the cavalier came to be the most efffectini 
weapons they could employ against their adrersariea, as they were those for the 
use of whid» it was most difScult to call them to account. Drummond, though 
free fhrni the licentiousness which mariced his party in their lirea and coHTorsa- 
tlons, could not fiiil of being infected somewhat with their proTailing humours. 
One piece of his wit in this way has been preserred. Being obliged to furnish' 
men to the pariiamentary army, it so happened, that, his estate lying in three 
different ihirea, he had not occasion to (end one entire man from any of tbe 
pari« of it. T7pon his quota, dterefoie, of fVndions a* Aey might be called, 
he composed tlie following linea additased to his majecty : 

" or all these fatcvs raissd agntiat the king-, 

lis my strange hap not one whola man to bring ; 

From diTene parities, yet dinim men, 

Bat dl In lulvcs and qnarlen ■, great king, than. 

In haivet and qnarten )f thef eenn 'grinst tfaee. 

Id hairee and qouten mai tbaa tank to ms." 
Tbe year 14149, in it* commeneenMnt, witnsased the tngicsl end of Charies 
I., that lint great and omlnoo* •clips* of the Stnort dynasty. On the 4th D»- 
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cembeiF of the same year, Drummoiid died, vrantiiig only Dino ilaya to the coin- 
pletiun of hii aixty-fourth yenr, Hia body bad long been weakened by dUeaio 
induced by ledentary nnd ttudious habili, ard the gbock iihich the king'i fate 
gme him is said to hare ulfected Ijis remaining health and ■)>ii'iU. Hii body 
vrat interred in the &mi1y aisle in LaMvmde churcli, in Uie neighbourhood of 
the house of Hawthornden. 

In respect of his rirtues and accompli sbinenta, Drummoiid is entitled to ivok 
high among his conlempomries, not in Scotland only, but in the most civilized 
nations of that day in Europe. Endoired with parts naturally excellent, and 
fitted for almost every species of improvement, bis philosophic lemperament and 
habits, and peculiar incidents of his life, tended to devclope these in a manner 
sdTantageous as it was original. His enrly education imbued hii mind deeply 
with the genius and clanicol taalA of ancient Greece nnd Rome, perfection in 
which itudies then formed the almost exclusiTe standard of literary excellence. 
A long reudence in the more polished countries of the continent faniilisrized 
his mind nith those great norks of modem enlightenment, the knonlcdge of 
wliich had oa yet made but obscure progress In Britain. He not only read the 
works of Italian, French, and Spanish authors, but spoke these di/fercnt lan- 
guages ivith ease and tluency. lie occasionally visited London, and iias upon 
familiar terms, as ire have seen, uith tlie men of geniua of his own and the sis- 
ter kingdom. He added to his other high and varied acquirements, accom- 
plishments of a lighter kind, well fitted to enlianco these others in general 
society, and to add grace to a character uliose uortli, dignity, and intelligence 
have alone gone doim to posterity, " Me iins not much taken up (his old bio- 
grapher informs us] with the ordinary amusements of dancing, singing, playing, 
itfi- though he had ai much of ihem eu a axU-bred getUUman thould have ; 
and when his spirit* wei-e too much bended by severe studies, he unbended 
them by-playing on hia lute." One of his sonnets may be considered as an 
apostrophe, and it is one of tingtdar beauty, to this his favourite instrument : 
it adds to the elTect of the address to know, titat it wiu not vainly spoken. 

Of tlie private life and manoert of the poet of Hawlhornden, we only know 
enough to make us regret the imperfection of his biography. Tliough he pass- 
ed the greater part of bis life as a retired country gentleman, his existence 
never could be, at any time, obscure or insignificant. He was related to many 
persons of distinguished rank and intimate with others. Congeniality, however, 
of mind and pursuits, alone led him to cultivate Uie society of men of ci:alted 
station ; and, luch is the nature of human excellence and dignity, tbo poet and 
man of literature, in this case, conferred lustre upon the peer and the favourite 
of a court He \tM not a courtier, and he was, as be lias himself expressed it, 
even " careless and negligent about fame and reputation." His philosophy was 
practical, not aamimed ; and we cannot fail to be impressed with it* pure and 
noble spirit in the tenor of his life, no leas than in the tone of many of his 
writings 

Bia natural diaposition certainly bordered upon the grave and contemplative ; 
but it was free from the reproach of morbid sentimentality or sourness of mind. 
" Contrary to this," says his old biographer, whom on such point* there is satis- 
faction in quoting, '* his humour was very jovial and cheerful among his friends 
mrades, witli whom he sometimes took a bottle, only ad htlaritatera, ac- 
g to the example of the heat ancient and modem poets, for the raising 
rits, which were much flagged with constant reading and meditating; but 
rer went to excess, or committed anything against the rules of religion 
lod manners. He was very amart and nitty in hia sayinga and reparteea, 
id a most excellent talent in extemporary versifying, above the meat part 
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of Iiii conteiuponu-ie*." The ioslancet giren of our nutlior'i pleaiantry ia IliU 
vay ore any thing- but w«ll chossn, and their autheoticity iniiy bo queitioned. 
W* mny continue the quotation, aud present the folloiring, not certainly for iti 
merit, but for the pleasure of the naocintion which it girei rise to, nnd ai the 
only reiDainin^ trait which b icanty biography has led ui to notiue. " Being 
at London, it i* very creditably reported of him (though by lome oicribed to 
other*) that he peeped into the room irhere Sir Williaiu Alexander, Sir Robert 
Kerr, Michael Drayton, and Ben Jomod, these fonioui poet*, were sitting. 
They deured Bo-peep, its they called him, to come in, which he did. They fell 
a rhyming nbout paying the redtoning ; and all owned their Tones trere not 
comparoble to hi«, which are (till reutembered by tlie curious : — 

Sea ]ou four sheep, 
Aiid eech of jou his fleacM. 

Tlie rcdunitiig is Are siiilling ; 

If nch or you be irilllns 
It's flftMii pciice > piece.' ■' 

We hare nlreally alluded to sereral ofDrummond's productions, — I)i«" Cy- 
press Grove," hie history, and his " Irena," — and must now briefly refer to 
those on which his feme as n poet i* founded. They consist principally of son- 
net* of an ataaloTf and religious cast ; a poem of lonie length entitled " The 
liver of Forth feasting ;" and " Tenrs on the death of Mitliades," onagniminat- 
iially Milei a Deo, the naute assumed in challenges of martial sport by Henry, 
prince of Walea, eldest eon of king James Vl. This last piece was written so 
•arly as 1G13. As n panegyric it is turgid and overcharged ; but it has been 
referred to by more than one tntic ai displaying mudi beauty of rersiiication. 

The sonnet, about this time introduced Into our literature, mutt be supposed 
to oive somewhat of the favour it received to the elegant and discriininntlng 
taste of Diummond. He had a perfect knowledge of Italian poetry, and pro- 
fessed much admiration for that of Petrnrch, to whom he more nearly approndie* 
in his beauties and his faults, than we believe any other English nriler of son- 
nets. This, however, refers more particularly to his early muse, to those piece* 
written before his own better taste had dared tise an unshackled freedom. We 
shall give tivo specimens, which we think altogether excellent, of what ive con- 
sider Drummond's matured style in this composition. The first is one of six 
sonnets entitled " Urania, of Spiritual Poem*;" and the second (already tran- 
siently alluded to] is a sonnet addressed by the poet to his lute. The first, per- 
lutps, refers to what Drummond considered the political unlmppiness or degrada> 
tion of his country ; thougli, in truth, it may be made ansiirerable to tlie state of 
hununity at all times ; the second, to tlie well known catastrophe of Lis first 
love, and accordingly it has its place among the sonnets professedly written on 
that topia 



WliBt haples hap bad I for to be boni 
In these luihappy .times, and dying days 
Of this noiT doting vrorld, when good detX)-*^ 

Love's quite extinct and Virtue's held a scorn 1 
Whsn such are only pili'd, by wretched ways. 

Who nith a golden fleece can them adorn ; 
When avarice and lust are counted praise. 
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Wby m not I bom In tlat geUai ags, 
Wlm (Old ma Mt y«t Immni? mi Iham hhdi art* 
By whidi buB inwidliBS* vtlt^ pbr ttaair p(st% 
WIUi boiiid acts MalDing EBTth'i itBtilr Higa ? 
To-luie liws Oun, O Uwvoi, 't hid bMU my Uta, 
But bias aa navr, uid UUu maaoon fion thlb 
II. 
By lule, ba aa thou wert Hhai thou did gmw 
'With thf peen mother in aome shady grave, 
Wbtn tnunclodiiHU nliidg but nmda thee tnoie, 
And UrA thidr nimaf a did no thee btatevr. 

Sfawe that dear Tolce which did th j nundu appiuie, 
Which wont In such huiDoiiious atiBbia to tlovr, 
la rsfl from earth to tune the apherea abore, 
Vfiut art tliDU but a harbinger of vot ? 

Thy plea^ijr aotea be pleasiiig notca no mare, 
But arphnn'a naih'ngs to their fainting ear, 
Each stnke a High, each aouud draws forth a tear, 
For which be allent ai in woods before : 
Oi if that any hand to tauch thea dalgn, 
liita widowad turtl* atill to- loa com[ilaia. 
Th« " Forth Feudag ■' ia a poam of mum ingonuity in ito coMbiMiioe, At- 
figned to coiDplimant king Jsmet VL, on the riiit with wbick (hat ntonardi 
hfoured Ilia uatire load in liil7. Of the meny effoaioui whicJi that jojun 
ersnt called forth, thii, we believe, haa alone kept Ua ground in public eitinw- 
tion ; and, iodeed, a« a perfbrmanoe profeaaedly paoegyiical, and pcaseMdng 
little odTentitioiu claim fnun the marit of iti object, it ii no ordiBery pniaa to 
•ay thu it ha* done to. It attiacted, lord Woodhomelee hai remarited " the 
envy at well aa the pnuM ai Ben Jonaon, ia Miperior in haimony of Diunban to 
any of the compoaitlona of the contamponry poeta of Englaiid, and in ila mbjeel 
one of the moat elegant panegyric) ever addretwd by a poet to a prince." 

DRUMMOND, Sm Willuh, a diatingniahed adtolai and pbUoeoplier, Tha 
date of hi* btiih aeema not to be ascertained, nor doea aii7 menu^ of wliioh wo 
are aware, describe bis eorlj education. He become firit alightly known to 
the world in 17S4, tnta publiabiDg " A Eeriew of the QoTwnment of Spoita 
and Athena." It woa probably a juranlle perfonnanoef which would not have 
been recolleoted but for Ibe later &me of ita author, and it ii not now to be 
met with in librariea. In 1T9£, ho waa elected repreaentatiTe cC the borough of 
St Mawea ; and in I7S6 and 1801, be wu choaen for the town of LoatwilhieL 
In the meoaUme he waa appointed envoy extnordioory to the court of Naples 
an office previoualj flUed by a countryman celebrated for pursuita not diaoimilar 
to aome of bia own — Sir William BjtmiltoQ; and bo waa soon afterwards 
ambassador to the Ottoman Porte. Of his ocbievemenla as an ambaaaador 
little Ea known or remembered, excepting perhaps on alleged attempt, in 1808, 
to secure the. regency of Spain to prince Leopold of Sicily. Nor aa a senator 
does he appear to have acquired much higher distinction ; from bebg a 
regular and sealoualy- labouring political partisan, his atndioui habits and re- 
tired unbending diapoaiUon prerented him, but such politicil labours as ho 
undertook were on flm aide of the govenunent. In 1708, he published a 
translaUon of the Satires of Peraeu^ a work, which, espemolly la fidelity, boa 
been held to riral the contemporaneoui attempta of GifTord, and it established 
him in the unquestioned reputation of a clas«oal acholar. In 1805, appeared 
his Academical Queatioua, the first work in which ha put forward daima to 
esteemed a metaphyHdan. Although ia this work he talks of the dignity of 
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pbiloMphy with no little cnttuMiMni, and giiM it s pnfamnM to othvr mlbj»el; 
mua» dUioet tlua nsdy nny now admit ; yM hii woric hw eertainly don« 
■ore fiir tlw dtnolition of otber lycteB* than for intruction tu any he bai hin- 
•ftlf propoundad. Ue padupi arrwd tb* teeptical pbilocophy of Hum* a little 
boyoiid iti firtt bmiiidi, by diowing (bat wa cannot compi^end tbe idea of 
■imt^ (idMrianee, fa«eauM, kt the different qualltiaa wfaidi, ananged in our 
laind, give tn the idea of whit we call an •xi«thig luiMtance, be one by sne 
taken sway, — tdMn the hft if taken'nodilBg at all nill lemsin. To hi« dodrise 
that Uie mind ma a utiity, and did not contain »eparate power* and faailtiee, 
Iiodce^ denolltlon of innate idoai mutt hare led the way ; but that great 
philoaopher hai not hinHelr been ipared from Sir William'* underminiDg 
analyiii, with irinch he attempted indeed to deftroy Ibe foundalioni of mott 
exiiting' ayitema The Edinburgh Beriew, In a pretty extemire ezanination 
of the bo(A, ny«, " We do not knon rery well what to «ay of this learned 
puMiatian. To loine naden It will probably be enou^ to announce, that it 
U occnpied with metaphyiical ipet^lationi, To othen, it may convey a mom 
preciae idea of iti duracter, to be told, that though it gare a riolent beadadM 
in IsM than an hour, to tbe moat intrepid li^cian of our fniteinity, he could 
not help reading on till he caiiie to the end of the roleme. 

" The book ii written vre think widi more rhetorical ornament, and 
enliTened with more Tsrioui literature, than ii unml in limilai diMumioni; 
but it i( not, on this acoount, leti ' linrd to be apelled ;' and after penning it 
with eonriderable attention, we are by no meani abeolutely certain that we 
hare apprehended the true ecope and deiign of the author, or attained to a jurt 
perception of the system or method by which be ha« been directed. The lub- 
jecti of hii inrertigatiom ai« lo Tarioui, hii criliciami lo untparing, and biaeon- 
duaion ao hoftile to every ^eeiea of dogmatiim, that we ban aometimea 
been tempted to think, Oiat he had no other riew in thii puhlimtion than to 
czpoee the weakneta of human undentsnding, and to mortify the pride 
of philoaophy, by a collection of intolTsble eaies, and undeterminable problewa. 
It h hot bir to recollect, howerer, dtat Mr Drummond haa arowedly roterred 
Ibe fiiH axpoiitioD of hii own theory to a luhiequent volume, [thii nerer 
appearsdj and profeieei in tiiii to do tittle more than point out the iniuf- 
fioiency and con trad ietiona that nay be fairly imputed lo thote of preceding 
phitotophera. It ii only the taik of demolition which he propoui now to ao- 
compliih ; and h mutt be owned, that he bai ipread abroad hit rubbiah, and 
aeat tered abroad hii duit, in a rery alarming manner," 

In 1 810, Blc William, along with Mr Robert Walpdle, publiihed " Hercu. 
lanenaia," containing ardimological and etymoli^cal obferrationa, partly 
directed towardi a MS. found in the ruin* of Herculaneum. During the MWie 
. year be published an " Eaay on a Punic inicriplion found in the iiland of 
Malta." The inacripUoa wai intereiting ftom itt tirice containing the name 
Hanni-Baal, or Hannibal ; but it leemi to hare been merely uied by Sir Wil- 
liam at a nucleui round which he could weave an exteniire inreitigation into 
the almoit unknown and undiKorerable languHge of the Carihaginiani. He 
propoaed two methodi of analytically acquiring lome knowledge of thIi obacuie 
ribject ; lint, through the Fh<enician and Punic rocahlu icattered through tbe 
work* of Greek and Roman authon, and lecond, through the dialects cognate 
lo the Phienidan, TIE,, the Arabic or ancient Syriac, the Samaritan, the Ethio> 
pian, the fiagments of Egyptian to be found in the modem Cop[i<\ and the 

In 1911, he printed the moft remarkable of all hit woiki, the "(Edipot 
Judaieut.' It wai not publiihed and probably had it been ao, it would bare 
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brought on Ihe author, nho .did not «ntinly «K>pa criticum by hi* coiimiiI- 
iiicut, k lorrant of c«niur« nhid) might hare repdered lir« uncomfortable; 
It wni Sic William Diunimond^ objact to laka the pnrti of the Old Teataineiit 
commonly commented on by dmnM u purely hiitorlcal, and prore them to be 
allegoriei. Perhap) the following extract contain! a greater portion of the 
meaning which the author had in liew, than any other of eimilai brerity : 
" When we coneidev tlie general prevalence of Ttabaiem among the neighbour- 
ing nationi, ne ihsll nonder lea at the proneneH of the Hebseivi to fall into 
this ipeciei «f idolatry. Neither ehall we be lurpriied at the nrxioiu etfbrU 
of their lawgirer to perauade and conTlnce them of the ranity of the iuper- 
atitioiM, when we recollect, that, though he could command the elementi, and 
gire new laua to nature, he could not impoae fetlere on tile free will of olhen. 
With Buch a power aa thii be wai by no meant inreiled ; for the Almighty, 
in oftering to the Hebrem the cleareit proofi of hia exlttence, by no meani 
oonilrained their belief. It cannot be doubled, that by any act of potrer, Ood 
might hare coerced lubmiieion, and bare commanded conTiction ; but had there 
been no choice, there could have been no merit in the acceptance of hii law. 

" Since then Jehorah did not compel the people to acknowledge hit 
exiitence, by fettering their free will, it wat natural for hii nrrant MoiM to 
repreeent, by typea and by lymbola, the enor* of the Gentile nationt; and it 
ia in no manner turptiiing, Uiat the pait, the existing, and the future tituitioti 
of the Hebrena, ai well at the religiout, moral, and political ttate of tbeii 
neighbour!, thould be alluded to in lymbolical language by an hiitorian, who 
WM alto a teacher and a prophet 

" Abore all thingi, houerer, it it evident, that the eitabliihment of the 
due religion wat the great object of the divine legation of Moeei. To attain 
thii purpote, it wat not enough that he performed the moct lurpriaing mifadci. 
Hit countrymen ack no ivledged the exiitence of Jehovah; but with him they 
reckoned, nnd were but too uilling to adore other godi. Ii it than turpriting, 
that the falte noliont of religion entertained by the Gentilet thould be pointed 
out in the writingt of Motet, ond that their religiout tyttemi thould be tliere 
made to appear what they really are — the astronomical lyitemt of irienlifie 
idolater! F" To inititule a critical inveiligation of the pointt diteutied in tuch 
a book at the (Edipui, would require mora learned invettigation than it ex< 
pected to be met with in n cotual memoir. But with deference, we believe, a 
mere ordimiry reader may lake it on him to lay, that Sir William hai run riot 
on the dangerout and enticing ground of philology. It will be difficult to 
convince ordinary minda that the book of Joihua allegorically repretenli the 
reform of llie calendar, or that the nume Jothua it a type of the tun in the 
tign of the Ram ; and when he Gndt the twelve labourt of Herculet, and the 
twelve tribet of Itrael idenliRed nith the twelve ilgni of the lodioc, one feelt 
regret that he did not improve the analogy by the addition of the twelve 
Cstan. It wat with tome truth that DDyly, in hit " Bemorki on Sir William 
Drummond't CEdiput Judaicui," Ihut chamcteriied the ipeciet of philology in 
which Sir William indulged : " It it in the nature of tbingt impoaiible to dit- 
prove any propoied method of deducing the etymology of a word, however 
abturd, fanciful, and Itrained it may appear to every coniiderate mind. We 
may give reatont for rejecting it at highly improbable, and for receiving 
anirther, perhapi m drawn from a far more obvioui lource ; but Ihii it all that 
we can do ; if any penon ihauld pertevere in maintaining that hit own it the 
belt derivation, the quetlion mutt be left to the judgment of othert: it it im- 
poiiible tu prove that he it wrong. In tome old monkith hiitoriea, the word 
Britain it derived from firutui, a luppoeed defcendant of JEneai : now, me maj 



lyGoogle 



DH. JOHN DRYSDALE. 157 

producB rttuoM nitbout end tat dUbeliering any oonii«xion to hnT« lubaiited 
tMtwsen Britain and a penon named Brutui ; and for aiiher acquieicing in our 
inabitily to derire llie word at all, or fur greatly preferring tame olher mode 
of dBriring- it ; but ire cnn do no more ; we cannot eonfiUe ihe penon nlio 
maintain! thot it certainly it derirad from Brutui, and thnt trtrj other mode 
of deriring- it ii compsraliTely forced and improbable. Preciiely in the lame 
manner, when our author affirmi that the word *' Amoritea " ii derired from a 
Hebrew word lignifying' a ram, the aglronnmlcBl iig;n of Arlei; that fialnam 
COmei from a word tignifying "to mallow," nilli nlluiion to the celetlial 
Dragon ; Deborah from Aldeboran, the great itar in Iha BuU'a aye, «o we can- 
not pDuibly confute him, or poti Ii re 1 y jjrove that he ii wrong; ne nu only 
hint that tlieie derirntioni are not very obvioiu or probable, and refer Ihe mat- 
ter to the common lente of mankind." 

Sir William wii« not likely to create fiiendi to hii fiem by tlie tone he 
adopted, ii'hich wai ocaiiionoily (specially in the introduction) tucb as he 
■hould not hare uied till Ihe world had acknowledged hit onn lyitem, 
and ahould not hare been opplied to anything held in reverence. 

In L6I8, Sir William Drumoiond publiihed the finl part of a poem, entitled 
"Odin," which wai nerer popular. Ihe lirit of Ihe three rolunwa of 
Ml " Originei, or Hemarki on the Origin of lareral Empirei, Stolei, and Ciiiea," 
appeared in 1821. Of the varied contenU of thii rery eminent hiitori<^ 
critical work, we ihall ipare our reader* any analyiia, ai it i* well known to 
the reading world, preferring to refer to the arlicle on Sir William Drum- 
mond in the Encjclopedia Britannica. Tonardi the Inller period of hii life 
Sir William trni a martyr to gout. Hit habiti nera letired, and by lome 
(nnudered reaerred. For initonce, when on n riait be uould leldon make 
hi* appearance after dinner, ipending the afiemoon in the library or atudy. 
But Mhila he wa> in company hi* mannen were binnd and courteoui, and hi* 
Bonverantion wot enriched by claHicnl and elegant inforiDation. He died in 
the year 1B3B. 

DUYSDALE, Reveresd Dr Jomc, wai bom In Kirknidy, Fifcaliire, on the 
S9th of April, 171 S, being the third ion of Mr JohnDryidale, miniaterof that 
poriih, and of Anne, daughter of Willinni Ferguson, provost of the town of 
KJrkaldy, He receired tlie elementa of hia clnuicnl education at the pnriili 
*chool of Kirkaldy, taught by Mr David Young, While ot ichool, young 
Drysdale was fnvoumbly diitinguiahed : alio at that early nge he hod the good 
fortune to contract a friendship (nhich proved laiting), with tiro of hi* tcbool- 
fellows, nlio nflenvardi attained rery high diatinction ; one of these irna the 
celebrated Dr Ailam Smilli, and the other Jnmei Oiwald, Esq. of Dunnikier — a 
luuiie itell known to all those who ore fainitinr with the history of the leading 
Scotsmen of the last century. In the year 1733, at the nge of fourteen, 
Dryidale vras removed to Ihe unireniLy of Edinburgh, irhere he prosecuted hii 
studies wilh great suoceu, and envly attracted the notice of tlie professors. 
Having gone through the preliminary branchee of education, he comntenced the 
■tudy of divinity, nhicli lie pursued until the year 1740, when he viat licensed 
as a preacher of the gospel by tlie presbytery of Kirlcaldy. 

Aiier having officiated as assistnnUmijiisler in (he college church «f Edin- 
but{;h for leverol years, he obtained, tlirough the interest of Ihe earl of Hope* 
ton, a, crown presentation to the cliurcli of Kirkliston in West Lolliian, On 
entering upon the duties, he met with some opposition firom hi* parishioners, 
arising from the notion that he was mlher whnt was culled a moral than on 
orthodox divine. He speedily aojuired Llieir eateem, however, and is said, by 
his unwearied benevolence and pmcticnl piety, a* well as by tlie good sense 
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which peiraded hii dUconrtw, to haro effectod a -AHile improrement hi the 
morab of liH pariihioiiMi, who had boen fermerly noted for Qitir iiregidBrhki 
and. *ioe. After a bithfol dadaifc of liii p(tf«dtlnl duties at KiiMicton for 
fifteen yean, he vm, through the interceaaion of hii fiiend Mr Otn-ald witii 
lord Date, appointed ndniileT of lady Ye«ter<8, me of the diurdiei of Edin- 
burgh. On hii remoral to town, flie nertooi eloquence of his aennont stlncted 
a great concoune of hearen to hii ehurdi. And lo great was his faina a* a 
preacher, tliat while lie was on a riiit to London, Mr Sbat^an, the printer, 
presBod Iiim much to prepare a volume of his sennom for puhlicotion. But al- 
though on his return to Scotland, he did begin to select and revise his sermons 
for that purpose, a natural diffidence induced him first to procrastinate and 
ultimnlely to relinquish the undertaking. 

Prorioui to hit translation to Edinburgh, Mr Drysdale had taken little con- 
cern in the afiain of the diurdi, but flie close connection into which he was 
brought in town, with Dr Hobertiou die hiftorian, the leader of the moderate 
party In the church. Induced him to give ftat great man his best assutance and 
support 

In the year 1765, Mr Drysdale, wiOioat lolidtatioti on hia part, had the de- 
gree of doctor of divinity eonferred on him by the univettity of Aberdeen. 
Tbe fbllowing year, on the death of Dr John Jiudine, he was preferred to the 
collegiate charge of the TVon church, where he had the good fortune to hat* 
for hia colleague, the much Mteeined and eloquent Dr Withart. On the death 
of Dr Jardine, Dr Drysdale was also appointed one of his majesty's chaplains, 
with one-third of the emolument! of die deanery of the diapel royal. During 
the yean 1773 and 1784, Dr Drysdale wn moderator of the general assembly, 
being tbe highest maik of respect which the dinrch of Scotland can confer on 
its memben. At the meefing of the general asaembly in May, 1768, be was 
appointed principal cleric to the assembly ; but being unable, from the delicacy 
of his health, to perform (he duties, be obtained perminlon that his son-in-law, 
professor Dalzell, should assist him. He did not survive long ; his health had 
been for a conaidernble time very precarious, nnd early in June I7S9, his com- 
plaints acquired increased violence, and hia constitution being completely worn 
out, he died on the ISth of 'June of that year, in the 71*t year of his age. 

Drysdale was extremely pleasing in his mannen nnd conveiaalion, and teems 
to have gained the esteem and affection of his friends by the amiable benevo- 
lence of his heart, and the inflexible integrity of hit conduct His house was 
open Bl all timet to hjs numerous fMends and acquaintance, and was their fre- 
quent place of resort To young men in particular, the cheerfbl and agreeable 
converaation whidi wna encomaged in hit tociety held out a peculiar charm. 
He had a very extennve coireepondence with many of the first people of the 
day and with the de^y In general, who frequently applied to him for ad- 
vice. His letters were remarkable ftn* a happy facility and elegance of ex- 
pression. Dryadale was married to the daughter of William Adorn, Esq., of 
Marybuifh, architect 

His only work was two volumes of sermona publiahed niter his death by 
Professor Dalzell. Of these tbe late Dr Moodie who tvas one of the minaten 
of Edinburgh, says "These sermona seem adnurably calculated to inspire the 
mind with high lentimenta of piety to God, trust in providence, independence 
of the world, admiration of virtue, steady and resolute attachment to duty, and 
contempt of every thing baae and dithonourable." 

DUHSAH, WnxiAK, "the darling of the Scotttsh Husee,** u he haa'been 
lenued by Sir Walter Scott, was bom about tbe middle of tbe fifteenth oentnry, 
Mr David Laing suggeits tbe year 1460 as aboat tbe date of hia birth. The place 
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of hi* imtiritf u not man aenmtcly knom. Id Uis Fluting of D^tnhar and 
Kmtudy, » Miiea of ulirei wbiah thwe two poeU intsTohaoged with eftch other, 
Ae fbrmer ipeak* of tbo " Cairick lip* " at hit ■tit4gQDHt> > bowt* jUt hUdhoii to 
dM pn*iaci»l vflrnmonUr of llutt po*^ ud, within threo liaei, hs DieE Uw aOjectiTe 
XmUoh In tfae mbw mj, te^aotli^ » pMt of his own pwfon ; thereby, ap- 
parcBtlj, indicktioK ttat he wu a native of tliat di*lriet, UdIob Dunbar her* 
meant cnilj to impl/ hia babitnal randenoe in Lothian, aad hi* having comeqnentljr 
eomtnoted iU peenlLar langvage> h« moat ba held bb atduwwlaclgliig himaelf » 
nalire of the proviooe. The eai^ eventi of tho poet'a life are unknown. In 
1474, when ba moat baya reaehed hii fifteenth or rixteenth jear, lie waa lent to 
tbe imivcnily of St Andrewi^ then the principal tatk ot leaning in Scotland. 
Tb* name of William Dimbar ie entered in tbe aaeieot r^iiter» of the nniTeni^, 
ia 1477, aoiong tba Z>etanHt'NaMu, or Bachelora of Arte, in St Solvator'a College, 
■ degree which atodenti eould not reeeiva tUI the third year of their attendance. 
Hb name agaia oomtb ia 14TS, when he had taken his degree of Matter of Arti^ 
in virtue of which he wat nntfonnly ilyled Maititr WiUioB Dunbar, a desgnalion 
which waa exclnsirely appropriated till a late period t« perwna who had taken 
that degree at a nnivenity. Of hia aubeeqaent Ikiitoiy, fWint 1480 to 1498, no 
traoe remalna. lie beoame an eoeleaiaatia at an early age, kaving entered th* 
■■endieaut order of St Franeis wliidi had aa ettablUiment of Orey Frian at 
Edbbmrgh. 

In hi« poem entitl«d. How Dwibar vku dttfred to h OM Frier, ka gives the 
following intimation on thia snbjeet, aa rednoed to prae, by Dr Irving: — "Before 
the dawn of day, niethoogbt St FntDoii appeared to loe with a religioui habit in 
hii hand, and aaid, ' Oo, my terrant, clothe thee in thsM reitmenbi, and renount« 
the world.' bat at him and hia habit 1 wat tcared nke a man who wei a ghoat. 
'And why art thou terrified at the tight of the holy weedt' 'St Fruici<^ 
reTcrence attend thee, I thank thee foi the good-will which tbou hut manifiiited 
towarda mo ; but with regard to tbeae garmanti^ of wlkioh thou art to liberal, it 
Lai never entered into my mind to wear them. Sweet wtnlenor, thou needa not 
take it in evil part. In holy legendi lutve I heard it alleged that biabopa are 
more frequently eanonlaed tlum friori. If, therefore, thou wouldeat guide my 
Bonl toward! heaven, invest me with the robea of » Uak<^ Had it ever been 
my fortune to become « friar, the dale ii now long patt. Between Berwick 
and Colait, in every flonriahing town of the Englith dominion!, have I made 
good obeer in the habit of tby order. In frian^ weed have I aieeoded the 
polpit at Demton and Canterbury ; in it have I crossed the son at Dover, and 
inttrocted the iuliabitantj of Picardy. But thii mode of lifb compelled me to 
have reeouTM to many a pion* fraud, from whew guilt no holy nater can deante 

It it probable that he did not long continoo hit oonuection with this order, as 
be inform* ui that the ttudies and life of a friar were not suited to his dispoulion. 
It ii no doubt to lila having been » travelling novidate of the Fiandsoan order 
that hia poetioai antagonist Kennedy alludes, wlian be taoiita Dunbar with bia 
jnlgrimage aa a pardoner, begging in all the charcbea from Ettrick Forest to 
Damfiiea> His poemt do not inform us how be waa employed after relinquishing 
tbe ofllce of a friar, nor how he became connected with the Soottiah Court, where 
we Bnd him residing, about tbe lie^nning of the lixteentb century, under tbe 
patrtwage of Jamea IT. From aome allnsiona in bia writings, at a subiequent 
period of his life, to the oouutriea he bad visited wliile in Che king's service, it is 
not improbable that he waa employed as secretary, or In some kindred capacity, 
in connection with the embosues to foreign states which were maintained by the 
rcignii^ mooaioh. In 1491 be was retidiog at Paris, in all likelihood in the 



lyGoogle 



160 



^ILLTAM DUNBAR. 



train of the Earl of BolbwcU and Lord Koajptaay, tlion on an embuiy to 0>« 
«oiirt of France. 

In the books of the troaiorer of Scotland, we And that DnnbtLT eqjojrcd a 
pcnaion trom hLi aovereign. Under data May 23, IbOl, occun tb« foUoiriDg 
enlr; ; — " Item, to Maiater William Duobar, in bii peDsion of MartjmeB bj paat, 
£1." Another entry occars December 20, " quliilk waa pe;it to him eAir ha 
«om furtb of Englaud." If these irere half-fearl; paymenta, the penuon moat 
have been one of ten pound*, which cannot be deemed inconuderable, when wo 
take into account the reaonreea of tlie king, the probable neceiaiUea of the bard, 
and the Talue of money at that lime. In March, 1G04, he Brat peifomed maia 
In the king'i pretence. In 1607 vre find that hia penuon wua ntioly eiktd, or 
augmented, to the lum of twenty ponnda a-year ; and in 1510, to eighty paiind*. 
On tlie marriage of Jamea IV. to Margaret of England, Dnnbar celebrated that 
event, ao aospicioua of the happineas of lua country, in a poem enUtled "The 
Tbiatis and the Roae," in which be emblematised the junction and amity of the 
two portiona of Britain. In the plan of thia poem, be diiplayi, according to ~ 
Irving, "boldnea of invention and beauty of arrangement, and, in seTeral of its 
detached parta, the ntmoit itrength and eren delicacy of colouring." Dunbar 
■eema to have afterwarda been on aa good term* irith the qneen aa be had pr«- 
Tiouily been with the king, for be addreaaet aeveml pocnu in a very familial 
■tylo to her majesty. In one, moreover, "on a Daunce in the Q,ueene'a ohalmer," 
where varioni court peraonagea are repreaented aa coming in aucoeaaively ai 
extubiUog their power* of saltation, he Ihua intrcdueea bimielf i — 

* Tfaan in cam Dunbar tbe Hakar ;> 
On all tha flora thare wu nana rruw, 
Aod thair ha dauneat CheDirrr-daiitonnt 
Ha hopet, Ilka a filler wantouD, 
For luff gf Uaigraeffa men fulii ma. 
He trlppet quhile ha tur bia paatoDn: 
A mirrear daonce mictat na man ua." 

The next peraon Introduced waa Mrs Muagrave, probably an Engliab attendant 
of ll)e qneen, and, a* the poet aeonu to have admired licr, we aball give tbe 
■lanxa in which ihe ia described ; — 

" Than In earn Uaestraa Mnigraeffe i 
8cho micht haff lernit all tbe laelTa. 
Qahen I aaw bar la trimlye danca, 
IKr gnd eonioj aod con tcmnce. 
Than for hir laek I niadt to ba 
The grjtut aria, or daka, in Franca t 
A mirrrar donca mlcht na man aaa.' 

KotivItLstanding the great merit of DanboT a* a poet, be loema to have lived 
* life of poverty, with perhaps no regular meaui of aubaiatence but bia pendon. 
He appears to have addreaaed both (he king and the qneen for * benedoe, bat 
nlwaya withont lucoeaa. How it came to poaa that king James, who was so kind 
k patron to men profeaung powen of amusement, neglected to provide for 
Dunbar la not to be acconnted for. The poet mtut bare been singularly dia- 
quallfied, indeed, to have been deemed onflt in those days for oharoh-pre ferment. 
It appear* that tbe queen became more disposed to be his patron tlian the king, 
for be writes m poem in the form of • prayer, wialiing tliat the king were John 



'Trritwiofva 



id in tbe aiitcenth ec 



lyGoogle 



WIIXIAH DUNBAR. 161 

Thomtan't man, llist ii, lubterrieDt to the vlem of h!« conaort, m that h« might 
obtaia wbftt the queen detired hia majeitj to beatow npon hin^ The poor poet 
t«lll the king that hia hop» vera ia reiiltj reiy hamble i 

" Ottit Mitia iTklth I Dill to gathsr, 
Bot ant tirt naal ayeerit mlA kaddtrt 
ForlaflymioaidbtfatLti 
Quhilk to ooDilddcT ii kue paoa." 

Hla poeir; b fbtl cf penaiTe medltatlona upon tho ill ilUiaton of the norld'a good* 
—how aome hare too mnob, without merltios OTeo little, nbile otben merit all 
an'J baTo nothlog. He asjv — 

" 1 knaw noefat bow the kirk i* grdt^ 
Bot bsnafioM are nochl Itil diridlt ; 
Bam men hti iiTin, and I nocht anet 
Quhilk to ooatldder la ana [lane.* 

He alao leflecta mnch upon the raiiitj of all iablBiil«7 affdn. At tho ho- 
SiDDiDg, for inatanoe, of tho above poem, be tlua monJisea od "the warld^ 
iiuUbililie;"— 

* ThI* iraT«r>ti<I wirldii wratchldoa^ 
Tba failTand and fnutlai Uadacn, 
The miipnit tjma, tha urTloa itaa, 
For to coDilddar la us pans. 

Tha alydas Joj, tha glaldooaa achcr^ 
Tha feliiiraiid luif, tha fall aomfort, 
Tlia andt abayd, the fliuhl/al tiaai^ 
For to coD^ddai la aae paoa. 

Tha ausaric mantbli, irkh mynda lhalrEra| 
Tha Btarlt iprioha, irlch faoaa twa ; 
Tbe plaaaand tonntli, with haita noplanet 
For to oonilddar ia aoa pana." 

Kext (o "th* Thiatle and tbe Boae," tho moat ooDaiderable poem hy Danbar 
waa " Tbo Golden Targe," a moral allegorical pieoe, intended to demonatrala 
the general aaoendenoy of love OTsr reaaon: die golden targe, or ahleld, of 
teaaon, he ahowa to be an inaufflcient proteetion to the abafta of Cupid. He [a 
alio anppoied to be tbe author of an ezqaitilelj bumoroni tale, entitled, " The 
Freira of Benriek," frliiob baa nipplied the ground-work of a well known poem 
of Allan Ramaajr, dMlgoated "Tho Monh and the Miller '■ wife." Another 
compoattion, atyled •■ The Twa Marriet Wemen and tbe Wedo," oonlalo* much 
Lamorona aonliment, and many aaroaaUo rcfleotiona npon the fiiir aez ; but of 
j all Dunbar'a poena, it ia moat open to the charge of immodeat deiariptioD. The 
poem, bowoTer, diaplafiog the higheat powera of tnind, ia oertainly that entitled 
"A Dance," whioh preaenta platurea of the ttoen dtadly rifu, equally ezprea- 
lan, perhapa, with any that ecnld have been delineated by the pen of Milton 
bimaelf. 

Dunbar had tbe fortune, rare in that age, of teeing aome of bia works printed 
in bia own liratime. In 1B08, among tbe -nrj firat efforla of the Scottiah preaa, 
Cbepmon and Millar publiahcd Ilia " Oolden Tai^e," hia " Twa Marriet Women 
ond tbe 'Wedo," and aenral other poema. Three yeara after the pcel'a penaion 
hod been inereaaod to eighty poond^ eame the fatal diaatter of Flodden, iuTolving 
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He dettniotion of tbs Hag uid hu> Hoblef. How the fortonea of the bard vers 
«ff«ct«d bj tbia Md Mtionai erest doM not »ppwr~ Mr. La&ig- tbinkl it pro. 
bable tbat be at Intt noeeedad ia obtaitung prefennont in tbs chnieh. " Thf 
queen doirager, whom, during the king's life, our poet itj'lod bU 'advocate bay lb 
Aiir Bad iwcit,' oould liave no diffioolty, dnring lerregencf, in providing for liit 
wonts; and we cuiDOt beliere that she would allow bla old age to pine awajr io 
poverty and negleck Even were it otherwiie, we are not to luppoae that be bad 
no other frienda in power who would be willing to a*ibt in procortng toiat 
adequate and permoneat provition for an iodividunl who bad lo linig centribnted. 
bjr bis writing!, to the anuiement of the court." The poet ia wppoied to have 
lUrvived till 1620, and died at tbe age of Kxlj. The flrtt complete coUectienof 
hit worlcs waa pnbliabed bjMr David LainginIS34. Although Dnnbar reeeired 
from hii contemponiriei the homage due to the greateat of Bootland'a earl; 
mahan, hia name and fame were doomed to a totaL ecUpae, dnring the period 
from 1630, when Sir David Ljmdaaj' mantiani laim amaug tJio poeta then deceased, 
to the year 1724, when some of Ilia poHua wei« lovived by Allan Ramaay. Ur 
L^g obaerveB, that " If any miafortune had befUIcn the two nearly ooeval msnn- 
soript ooUeotiona of aeettiib' poetij by Bannatyne and Uoitland, the great obaoo* 
ia, that it might have b«ea acariwly bwwn to peatvity tlitt mk^ « poet aa Dmbai 

DITNCAN, Ldbo Twoomrr, one of the comparatively few naval heroea of 
nhom Scotland can boaat, 'vmi a yoonger aoa of Alexander Duncan, Eaq. of 
Limdie, in the county of For&r. He waa bom in Dundee on lat July, 1T31 , 
in whi<^ town he alio received the rudiment* of hia education. The &inily of 
Lundie, whidi bad for centuries t>eea distinguished for ita peaceful and domestic 
virtues, aeema, at this time to have had an inclination, directed towards the more 
active business of war — the eldest aoa having gooa into the army, while the 
younger, tbe subject of the present sketch, JMoed tbe navy at the aspiring age 
of aixteen. In 1747, he took the bumble conveyance of a carrier's cart to 
Leitb, whence be sailed to London ; and beginning hia career in a manner so 
characteristic of the imestentatioua but settled viawa of hia countrymen, he did 
not reviait the place of bis birth until hia genius, liia virtues, and his courage 
had secured for him the honour of an admiral'a cmnmiaaion, and the gratitude 
of his country. 

In the year last mentioned, young Duncan went on beard tbe Shoieham 
ftigate, Captaia KaMona, nader wham be served fbr three yean. He ivas «£- 
larwards entered as a midihipman on boacd the Centurion of ifty guns, tlien 
flag-ship of cnmmodon Keppel, wile had leeeived the app(»ntment of comman- 
der-io-diief on tbe Mediterranean station. While a» this slatian, Mr Dunean 
attracted the attantion and reganl of tbe comwedoce, «• leas by the mildnen of 
bis maaners, and the excellence of his diq>eBtion, which,' indeed, distinguished 
bis diaaact^ through life, tiian by the abitity and inliepidtty whidi he uni- 
formly dia^yed in the discharge of his ardnoua dioogh subiwdinate duties. 
How true it ia that the sure foundatitm* of fiitura fame can be laid only during 
that period of youth which precede* the commencement of manhood's more 
anxious business] His submission to tlie severity trf' naval discipline, the dili- 
gence ivith which he made himself acquainted with the practical details c^ hia 
profeesional duties, and the assiduity with which he cultivoted an intellect natur- 
ally pmnrful, formed the true germs whence bis greatness afterwards sprung. 
The amiable and excellent qualities which so soon and so qonspicuously nunifeat- 
•d themselrea in bis ttuai and eiauaeter, gained for him, at an early period of 
hia life, the affention of many whose friendship proved useful to him in the aub- 
aequent atages of his profeHianBl advancement. 
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AiKappel,hiai 
hk fMuig friend, i 

iag gneniu* «f Mr Dumko. In January 175fi, the commsdore \im iel«et«d lo 
COBiund Iha ahip* of mr datanod to amrrvf fht InuMporta which bnd been 
«quipped fer A« ptupoM of carryiag out tnxipi under general Braddoek to 
N«nh AK*n<&, wbem die Prendi had mode vKrioui eniraedinwnli on Britith 
luniUrj ; and it wai tben that Keppel paid a oompliinent no len iredilalile to 
hi* own diaerinuBation thaa flattering' to Duncan*! meriti, by placing liii nanie 
at the bead ef tfae lirt af thaw whom he bad the pririlege of reoonimending to 
pcomotion. Mr Duncan vrm oooordiDgly raited to the rank of lieutenRot ; Id 
irtliidl capaoity he went on board the Ntvwtch, captain Barrington. Soon after 
the amiml of tlie fleet in Vii^nio, the commodore remored Mr Duncan on 
boacd Ub om ifaip the Centurj^ whereby be wa* placed not only more imme- 
diatdy ander 4ie friendly eye of hii commander, but in a more oeitain cban- 
»•) of pvomotjon. WMh the €«ati>HoB be returned to En^and, and remained 
unemployed (ami Ae ebipBate rf Keppel, iton on the heme itation] for three 
yew*. He «m leen aflenrsrdt, howeiw, called inta aedre Mrrice, having been 
p»e«Mitat tte attadc «n Ae I^«ndh •atdenentof G«<ee on the ooaat of Africa; 
and the expecUUient ivhiA bit oomnander bad formed of him irere aniply 
lealiaed by the bia w i^ wMdi he diiplsyed in the attack on tbe fe*1. Before 
the petum of the ezpeditioa be ret o M tbe fint lieutenancy of the cornmodere'i 
ship, the Tcatay. 

In 6eptend>er, tTM, he wm promoted to the rank of commander, and m 
Febraary, 17S1, being then in hit IhiitieA year, be obtained a po«t«aptnincy. 
The <bip to which on this oeoarion he waa nppoioted wai tbe Valiant, of wrenty- 
Ibur gum, on boaad wbi<A Keppel howted hii flag, aa commodore in command 
of the fleet -which «aRied out the expedition to Betleiile. Here (be critical duty 
of commanding tbe boats lo oerer Ae diaembarkstion of the troopt devolred on 
captun Duncan, and in tiiii, at in variew other diflicuh and rmportant aerricei 
in whid> he wn employed during the liege, he greatly diitingniihed himaeK 
He had the honoor, alio, -of taking poaaeKion of the Spaniih shipa when the 
town Burrendered to the EngliA. 

In tbe year fonowii^, he tailed with the Valiuit in the expedition under 
admiral Peoadi, wbi<^ ndoced the Haramtali ; and lie remained in command of 
tbe aame veMol (ill Ae eoDclMton of the war, in 17SS. The prnven of Europe, 
notwithstanding the exhaurting conflicia in wtiidi they htid for many yean been 
engaged, were still too healed to remain long M peace, and Sm war which fol- 
lowed, again called into actire operations all the etiergie* of the British navy. 
No opportunity, howerer, occurred that enabled Duncan, now commander of the 
Suffi>lk of 7ii guns, to dtitingutih himself. On returning te England on the 
temporary cessation of hoaldlities, he bad the nngular fortune of being tailed to 
■it ea a lu e iu be i of the coitrt-marttsl which wm held on bia brsTe and injured 
Inend, admtral Keppel, whose nnaniraeua and moal honound>le aoquitlsl was im- 
mediately foHowed by-TOtetof flianhsfromboOi houses of poilinDent forlii* di*> 
tinguiihed serncea. Hediattergedpertuipa a Ion irkpome.but a not len impar- 
tial duty, on the trial of Repper* aecuwr. Sir Hu^ PoBisS', wlio, ntfTeriag 
nnder On censure of tbe court, and tbe - l eae ntmei it of the nation, wot fcsred to 
rslin^uiih all his public offiua. 

In (he summer of 1779, aptsin Duncan conmanded Ore Monsrdi, 74, at- 
tadied to tiie diannd fleet nnder Sir Chorlee Hardy ; and towards the conclu- 
Hon of (he yesr,~be -wa* placed under the order* of Sir George Rodney, who 
iailed with a powerful squadron to attempt the roKef of Qibralt^. This armo- 
meni, besides effecting tbe purpose for iriuch it had been sent out, bad the good 
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fortune to capture a fleet of Afteen Spaniib merdunlinsiit and tlieir ttrnroy, it 
lixty-four guD ihip aod four frigntai. The admiial had Karoely regulated tha 
diitributian of the piiies, whsD, on 16lh January, ofTCape St Viacent, he eania 
in light of a Spaniah tquadron of eleren (hip* of the line, commanded by Don 
Juan Langaia, The Elngliih admiral immediately bore down with bit whoJa 
force, and captain Duncan, although hia ihip wai ona of the nont aailera in (he 
fleet, had the honour, ai it had been hii ambition, to get Gnt into action. Hia 
gallnnt impetuouty baring been obaerred by hi* do leai daring camuMnder, 
the captain wot named of the danger of ruihing uniuppcrted into a poaiUMt 
irhere he trould ba eipoied to tbe Are of three of the onemy'i largest (hips. 
" JuH ahat I loant, (he coolly replied,) I isith to be among them," — and the 
Monarch daihing on, waa in an ioitant alongtide of a Spsnith ihip of mudi 
larger dimeniiont, while two othen of the lame nte and magnitude lay within 
muiket ihot to loeward of him. In thit perilout poaition — one, howersr, in 
which erery true Britiih tailor glories to be placed — the Monarch had to con- 
tend againit fearful oddi ; but then Duncan knew that allowance wai to be made 
Ii>r the difference betweep Britiih and Spaniah (kill and braTory, and he calcu- 
bted rightly, for though the Spaniards defended then]ael*ea with great gallantry, 
the two iliipf to leeward soon perceiTsd that there wai tston Mfety in Bight 
than in maintaining the conteit, and they accordingly made olf with all the biI 
they coald carry, Isaring their companion, who had no opportunity of eraipe, 
to make the beet defence in hij power. Duncan had now conparatiTely easy 
work ; and directing all hit fire againit hia antagonirt, he had the latiifaction, 
in leM than half an hour, of leeing the St Augvitin of TO gum, itrike hereoloun 
to the Monarclk Thij engagvmeDt afforded little opportunity for a diiplay 
of identilic tacUci ; it wai, in leamen'i language, a fair ■tutd-up flght, gained 
by tha party who had the ttouteit heart and Iht itrongeit arm. But it diitin- 
gui^ed captain Duncan at a man of the meet dauntlen intrepidity, and of judg. 
ment competent to form a ccnrect estimate of hii own itraugth, ai compared 
with that of hit adranariet. After beating the St Auguttin, captain Duncan 
puihed forward into the heart of the battle, and, by a well-direcled fire againit 
tereral of the enemy's ship*, contributed greatly to the rictwy whtdi was that 
day achiered oror the Spanish flag. The St Auguatin proved a worthlen prin. 
80 much had ihe been shattered by the Monaruh'i tremendoui fire, that it b^ 
came neceatory to take her in tow ; but, taking water rapidly, her captort wen 
under the necessity of abandoning her, in ooniequenca of which the wai rep(w> 
•eised by her original crew, and carried into a Spaniili port 

On captain Duncan's return to England in the same year, lie quilled tlie Mon- 
arch, and, in 1783, was appointed to the Blenheim, of 90 guns. With this 
ibip hs Joined llie main or channel fleet, under lord Howe. He thortly after- 
wards accompanied his lordship to Gibraltar, and bore a diitinguiibed part in 
the engagement which took place in October, olf the mouth of the ttraita, with 
the combined fleeli of France and Spain, on which occasion he led the larboard 
dirition of the centra, or fMounander-in-chieTs squadron. Here he again sig- 
nalized himself by the skill and brarery with which he fought hia ship. 

After returning to England he enjoyed a respite for a few years from the 
dongeiB and anxieties of actire warfare. Haring remored to the Edgar, 74, a 
Portsmouth guard-«hip, he employed hii time usefully to his couotry, and agree- 
ably to Uniaelf, though he would hoTo preferred the wider sphere of nacfolnHS 
whioh a command on the seas would have afforded him, in giring instmotions Id 
the sdenco of naval warfare to a number of young gentlemen, several of whom 
subsequently distinguished themielTei in their profewion. 
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Oreriooked fra (eraral yean by an AdmiDittntion who did not nlwayi nnrard 
m«rit aoccwding to it» des«fts, he wbi now d«ttin«d to ncelTO that proiootion to 
frliiuh, by hit deedj, ha had acquired to jutt a daim. Od ]4lh September, 
1797, he WB« raited to Ihs mnk of rear-adiniral of the blue ; and three yean 
aftennrdt, he mu in^wtod nilh the tame rank in the nhile tquadron. On Ul 
February, 1793, he receired promotion ai rice-adiniral of lira blue, and, on 
12th April, 1791, aa Tice-adminil ofthewhita. On lit June, 1795, ha watap- 
pointed admiral of the blue, and of the white, on 14th Fehrnary, 1799, At 
none of theie auccenJTe •teps of adrancament, except the two last, nat he in 
active terrice, altliough be had freqaeully colicited a command. 
< In February, 1795, he receired the appointment of commander-in-chief of 
all the thipi and veHeli in the north tern : he £nt hoiiled hit Aag on board the 
Frinca Geoi^, of ninety guni, but afterwaidi remoTed to the Venerable, of 
lerenty-four, a venel of a more tuilable «lxe fur the lerrice in which he wat 
about to engnge, and one in whiiA he afterward* rendered to gloriout n terrice 
to hit country. 

, Uiilory doei not perhapi record a tituaticn of more perplexing difficult] 
Ihao that in which admiral Duncan found himself placed in the tummer of 1797. 
For a contiderable period he had maintained hit itation olf the DutcA coait, in 
the &ce of a itron^ fleet, and in defiance of the leawnt, and when it wa* 
known with certainty that hit opponenti were ready for tea, and anxiout to 
effect a landing in Ireland, where they expected (ha co-operation of a numerout 
band of malconleuti. At Ihii mott critical juncture, he wu deserted by alinrat 
the whole of hit fleet, the crawl of hit diffbrent thipi having-, witli thraa of the 
channel fleet, and the fleet at the Nore, broken out into a mutiny, the most 
formidable recorded in hiitory. With the aMiatance of a foreign force, Ireland 
wat prepared for open rebellion; Scotland had ita united aocletiei; and Eng- 
land, too, wat agitated by political diicontent, when a apirit of a limilar kind 
unhappily numifeited itielf in the Britiih fleet. Early in the year of which n-e 
•peak, petitiona on the tubjoct of pay and pn>riii<Hia had been addreiiad to lord 
Howe from erary line of bottle tbip lying at Portimouth, of which no notice 
whaterer wat taken. In coniequenoe, va the letom of the fleet to the port, on 
•pittolary correipondenee wat held throughout the whole fleet, which ended in 
a molution, that not an anchor ifaould be lifted until a redrett of grieTnncei 
woi obtained. Accordingly, on the 15th of April, when lord Bridport ordered 
the tigool for the fleet to prepare for tea, the lailori on board hit own tbip, the 
Queen Charlotte, inttead of weighing anchor, took to the ihroudi, where they 
gare him three cheen, and Ihair example wat followed by every ihip in the 
fleet. The officer* were sttonithed, and exerted themielTea, in Tain, to bring 
back the men to a tame of their duty. Alarmed at the foimidable nature of 
this combination, which wat toon diicorered to l>e extenairely organized, the 
lordi of the admiralty arrived on the ISth, and rarioutpropoaalt were immedinlety 
made to induce the men to return to their duty, but oil their orerturet were reject- 
ed. They wera informed, indeed, that it wot IhedeterminedpurpDie of IliecreiFs of 
all the ihipi to agree to nothing but that uhidi thould l>e landJoned by parlia- 
ment, and by the king'i proclamation. In clrcumitance* so alarming to the 
whole notion, gorernment wat compelled to moke tome important conceitiona, 
and a promite of hit majeaty'i pardon to the oflenden. Tlieie, after much da- 
liberation, were accepted, and the men returned to their duty uilh apparent 
aatiifaction. Tlie ringleaden of the mutiny were itili, howerar, lecreily em- 
ployed in exciUng the men to freth acti of iniubordination ; and, taking hold 
of tome parliamentary discuinoni which had recently been published, the mu< 
tiny wat, in the courae of fourteen dayt, reTired at Spitlirad with more than iti 
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wigliul violence ; and, undsr pntenee thai gevemment did not n»an to flilSl 
ib e«gagemeat«, the (dutnael fleet, on the Tth oT May, refuted ts pnt to ve*. 
Sodi officen u hod becmne objeot* of ■npidon or diilike to "Aeir crens Ken 
put on ihanh Flogi of defiance were hoiited in erery ahip ; wmI a dedhratkia 
was lent m shore, itatiDg, that (hey knew Aw Dutch fleet was on the punt of 
■ailing, bU, detemuned to hsTe their grieraaoea TediMMd, they would briog' 
uatten to a enait at onoe, by blvckiitg up the Thrtmea ! At (hMdreadfiilerim, 
an act itm hurried Uirough psrliameot, increasing Htvs wage*; but, lo fiv from 
aatiafyiog them, thii amdUatory and Ubernl inBBsnie eefved wAf t« iDomue 
their ineolence, and to render them the more extraTigsBt in tbmr denanda. 
Four tbipi of DuDcan'i fleet, from Yormonth, were non moornd aero* the 
inottth of the Thames. Tmding Teaaels were preranted sUke from eotariBg aad 
learini; the ci*er, and all oommunicatiou with the ihore wa» paaUbited. A 
regulsr lyitem waa adopted for the internal msnageinent cf eadi ohip, and 
Richard Pai^cer, a penon who had recently employed hinnelf aa a piditical 
a^tator in Scotland, was placed at the head of the disoflected flevt On the 
jort of go*«nment, preparations were made for aa attach on tbo uartiuaara. 
AU fiulher conoesaion wai refuaed ; the eight artidea aubmitted to goiTCRHBOBt 
by Parker were rejected ; and it was intimated, that nothing b« uneeodiUonal 
■uhminion would be accepted by the sdmtniitration. Thia fic^mea on the part 
of goremment had, at length, the de»red vHeO. Diamayed at Ibdr oh«i nA- 
neaa and fblly, the ahips escaped one by owe from Faiker's fleet, and suboritted 
themselTei to their oommanden ; and the appreheacion, trial, and exeoDtMn of 
Parker and others of the mutineers, which speedily Mlowed, closed &a» tnatt 
disgraceful and formidable mutiny. The anxiety of tbe station all this tiBsa waa 
intense ; that of Duncan, deserted as ha iras by the greater pRit of hia fleet, 
while in the daily expectaUon of an enemy coming out, auat ba*e been nc- 
trame. On the 3d of June, when thus forsaken, he called together tJw faidtful 
crew of lis own slup, the Venerable, and gave Tent to his feersap in a epaa di , 
which has been ndmired as one of the finest specsmens of sirapki oloqnesM* — 
" My lads," sud he, " 1 once more call you together with a sorrowful heart, fpen 
what I bare lately seen of tbe disaffection of die fleets: I call it disafleotien, Jor they 
hare no grieTsnces. To bo deserted by my fleet, in the tiwe of a« eaeny, i* a dis- 
grace which I beliere neTerbefore happened to a Britiih adT^nl, noroould I (mm 
■opposed itposnble. Hy greatest oomfbrt, under Ged, is tkat 1 horebeeneupported 
by the officers and seamen of this ^ip, ftw which, with a heart OTorflowing t^ gra- 
titude, I lequen yon to aooept my sincere thanks. I flatter ntyielf much good 
may result from your example, by bringing theee deluded peoj^ to oessae mi 
the duty whidt they owe not only to UmIt king and conntoy, hist to tiie ms elTes. 
The BriUsh nary has erer been the support ef that liberty whkii haa been 
handed down to ta by our anoeston, and whidi, 1 trust, we ihsB maastaisi i|o 
the latest posterity, and that can be done en^ by onamnuty and obediesMe. 
The ship's company, and othen who hare di^nguiShed Aem a elses by Aeir 
loyalty and good order, deserre to be, and doubtless itSI be, the ftaovslte* ef a 
grateful conntry. They will also hBT«, from Aeir inward 6eliBga, • eomfart 
whidi will be lasting, and not Khe the fleeting and false eonfidenes of Ifaeae 
who hare swerred from their duty. It has oflen been ny pride to look loto 
the Toxe), and aee a foe which dei^ed on coming oat to meet ua My pride is 
■lew humbled indeed ! My feelings are net easily to be expiaassA. One «np 
bas oveiflowod, and made us wanton. The all-wist FivrideDca has gnon ns 
Ons dwck as a warning, and I hope we Ai^ impoove by it. On Him then let 
us trust, >ibere our only security can be found. I fiad there are manr good 
men aoMfig us ; for my own part, 1 hare had full eonfidenoe of all in thia ditp. 
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•nd onoe mora b«g bs expMM mj ^psobatioD of your caBduBt, May God, wll« 
hfla thiu ftr «oBduct«d you, MMtinue U do-io ; and mnT tbo Britiih nary, Ae 
gtuy and suppott of our ewuitry, bo r— toMd b» iU wonted ipUndoor, and b« 
sot only tkt bulwark of Britain, but A* toiror of tbo world. But this can odJit 
be effbeled by a ipttit of adhuettOB to ou> duty, and obedienoe ; and let in 
pifty thM the Mm^;tity God may keep ua in the right way of lUnking ; God 
bleu you attf* The «aw of tlw Veowable nivo fo allbeled by tbit nn^le, but 
impreeaTe addiw, Uiat on retiring ttaeitt «ra* not a dry eye among thorn. 

'Hiiu, adiainil Duncan, by acta of mildnoM and oondliatiiw, and by bii aai- 
form SnmoM, iambri*«d, irtwn onery other Britidi admiral, and aren the goram- 
ment ilirif lUled in die atlaa4>t, to keep hii own. itiip, a* trail at the crew of 
the AdkniBBt, ftee &«m the motagion of tke dangaroui eril that thon almoat 
(viTOTMlly preniledl 

Vivtnaately fcr Gtoat Britain the eiMiny wee not aw«M of Am inanbodiip- 
tioa that autod dsuigliont the fleet At a time, bowam, wben Dnnou bad 
only two En* o# battle fbipa nndu Ua eaatral, Ui ingenuity mppUed As ^ace 
of atrei^th-, a^ Miod Ak eoantry bnn tlM diigraoa ef a barign inraaioa ; for 
it cannot be doubted, that had the Ihitefa conmiandm! known Um Mala of bdp- 
JeHuew in which the nation wm placed, when in rigbt arm wai ao eflbctoally 
iMMud up, by the demon of rebellion, they woald have dioien that moment to 
runferonrdtonk It was then that the happy diought oecnrred to tbeanxioaa 
minil ef Dimoan, that by approaobing the Teael with hia puny fovea, and by 
makiDg rignak a* if hia fleet wen in the offing, he might deeeiie the' wary De 
Winter into tbe brifef that be wai blocked up by a luperior iqaadren, Thii 
■teatagen waa employed with entiro nioeem, nor indoed wni it known to De 
Winter that a deeeptioa had been praetiaed upon him, until be had become hit 
anb^nmat** priaoner. Thii mauauMN, ip aingular in iti coneeption, ao auceeaa 
ful in ito exeoution, and performed at a moment of Mch- extreme national dif- 
ficulty, atanda unparalleled in naval hiatory, and alone gave to him who derlted 
it aa good a elaim to the honoar ot a aivonet, and to hii couutvy'a gratitude, a* 
if he had gained a great rictory. 

On the termination of Ibe mutiny, adminl Duncan waa joined by the reit cS 
hia fleet, very much humbled, and anxioua for an opportunity to wipe away, by 
■ome aplendid achieremeot, the diihonour they had incurred. The- two riv^ 
fleets were now placed on an equal footlDg ; and all anxiety for the event of a 
colliiien waa completely Mmo^ed, Having blockaded tbe IXOdr coa*t till Ifie 
month itf October, Duncan waa under the neoeaa^ of coming to Yarmouth roada 
to refit, leoring only a Kndl aquadron of obeerrBlion under Av conunaud of 
captain Trdlope. But Hnrcoly had he readied the roada, when a veMe! on die 
back of the aanda gave the apirib^tirring rignal that the enemy waa at aea. Not 
a moment waa loat in getting under aail, and early on the moming of the 1 lfl> 
of October he waa in light tit captain Tmllopa'a aquadron, with a signal flying 
for an enemy to leeward. He inatantly bore up, made aignal for a general 
chaae, and aoon came np with them, (iprming in line on the lariMiard tack, be- 
tween Camperdown and Egmont, Ae land* being about nine mile* to lemvard. 
The tne fleeta wwe of neariy equal Twee, oonaiating each of Rxteen aail of Ae 
line, exclurive of bigatea, briga, Ste. A* they app-oached each other, the 
Britiah admiral made lignal for hia fleet, which wn* bearing up in two 
diritionB, to bredc the enemy'a line, and engage to leeward ; each ihip 
her opponent The signal waa promptly obeyed ; and getting between the 
enemy and the land, to which they were faat apprnadling, the action 
I at half-past twelve, and by one it waa genenl flimughout the 
The Jlonardi waa the Gcat to break Hie eneiny^ line. TIm 
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Venerable wu fnutraud io tier aUempt to pan tJtvta of Da Winl«r^ flag ahip ; 
but pouring; a deatmctire broadiids into the SlalM-Genetal, which had doied 
up the intemil through which die Venerable intended to pati, ahe cooipelled 
that Teuel to abandon the line. The Venerable then engaged Ue Winter'a 
■hip the Vrybeid, nnd a terrible conflict eniued l>etiraen tiie two commandera- 
in-chief. But it waa not a ■ingle4ianded 6gfat The enemy*! Leyden, Man, 
■lid Bnitua, in conjunction with the Vryheid, ■ueceauTel]' cannonaded tlie Ve- 
nerable, and ihe lound it expedient to give ground a litde though not fiMKxd to 
retreat In the meantiine the Triumph aune up Ut her relief, and, along with 
Ihe Venerable, gave a final blow to the well fought and gallantly defended Vry- 
heid, erery one of whoae maata were aent orerlKiard, and heraelf reduced to an 
uDmanageable hulk. The conteit throughout the other parts of the line waa no 
leM keenly miunlained on both aide* ; but with Ihe iimender of the Bdmirol's 
■hip the action ceaied, and De Winl«r bimaelf wai brought on board ibe Vene- 
rable, a priaonef of war. Hii ihip and nine other prize* were taken poaaeaiion 
of by the Engliib. Shortly aAer the Slalea-tieoeial had receiTed the fire of the 
Venerable, ahe eicaped fironi the acti<H), and, along with tno othen of i«ai<- 
admiial Storey'i diTiuon, wtia carried into the Texel, the admiral baring afler- 
ward) claimed merit for haring aared a part of the fleet. The Britiah auflbred 
aererely in their nuula and rigging, but atill more lo in their hulls, againit 
which the Dutch had mainly directed their fire. The I061 of lirei alio wai great, 
but not in proportion to that au/tered by the enemy. The carnage on board of 
the two adiuimla' ihipa wai paiticulaily great, amounting to not leu than SSO 
men killed and wounded iu eadu The total loai of the Britiah waa 191 killed, 
and 5li0 wounded, while the Ion of the Dutch waa computed lo hare been more 
than double that amount, At the conduaLon of Ihe baUle, the English fleet was 
within fire miles of Ihe shore, iron whence many thonvnds of Dutdi citizens 
witneaed the spectacle of the destnictio'ii and defeat of their fleet. When the 
conflict was orer, admiral Duncan ordered the crew of his ship together, and 
falling dotrn upon bis knees before them, returned solemn thank* to the God of 
battle* for the victory he had given them, and for the protection he bad ailbrded 
them in the hour of danger. This irDpreuire act of pious humility affected the 
Dutch admiral to tears. 

Naral tactician* accord to admiral Duncan great merit for this action. It 
stands diatinguished from erary other battle fought during the war by the bold 
expedient of ninning the fleet between the enemy and n lee shiHV with a 
strong wind blowing on the land, a mode of attack which none of his piedeces- 
(on had ever hazarded. The admiral also evinced great judgment in the latter 
port of the contest, and in extricating his fleet and prizes from a situation so 
perilous and difficult — while the Dutch sustained all the character of their best 
daya. The battle of Camperdown, indeed, whether we view it as exhibiting the 
■kill and courage of its rictor, the bravery of British seamen, or as an event of 
great political importance, will ever skond conspicuous among the mnny naval 
rictorie* that adorn our annak 

On the arrival of admu«l Duncan at tbe Nofe on 17th Oet«ber, he vb» treated 
a peer of Great Britain by the title of viscount Duncan ef Camperdonn, and 
baron Duncan of Lundie, to which estate he had luoceeded by the death of hi^ 
brother J and a pension of £3,000 o-year waa granted his lordship for himself 
and the two next hein of the peerage. The tlianka of both hotises of parliament 
were unanimously voted to the fleet — and the city of London presented lord 
Duncan with the freedom of th« aty, and a sword of 300 guineas value. Gold 
medals were also etnick in commeminvtion of the victory, which wen presented 
to the admiral* and captain* of Ihe fieeL The public too, by whom the benefila 
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of uo action during tliolerflnlAil iror were mon higlily npprGdatod than l}i« onB 
at which n-e lia*a been ipeaking, paid Lord Duucon a flattering mark ofreipect 
by wearinjf, the women, gowiu and ribands, and the men reiti of a pnrticuloc 
kind whidi ivere iianied " Caniperduwnt," kfter the riciory. 

Lord Duncan continued in ihe commnnd of the norlh-soa iquadron till tiie 
. beginning of the year 1800, when tliere being no longer any probobilitjr of llie 
enemy Tenturing to Ma, and hnring now arrired at hit 6!)th year, he finally 
reUied from tlie nnxietiei of public, to the enjoyment nf privnte lif>) ; itbiuh he 
adorned u eminently by hii rirtues, a« he hnd done his public itntion by liis 
eneigy and talent*. 

In 1777 h]« Lordihip married Miu Duiidoi, daughter of lord pi^tident Dundns, 
of the coui-t of HUJon in Scotland, by irhoin he had seTerol children. He did 
not long enjoy hii retirement, having lieen cut olTinlhe 73rd year of hit age by a 
itroke uf apoplexy at Cornliill, on hi* way frum London, ii: tliesuniner ol I90i, 
He ivoi succeeded in hie eatato* aiid title* by hii eldest eon, — in eleratiiig whont 
to an earldom, Willinra IV. not only paid an honourable tribute of reepect to 
the memory of tho father, but a just compliment to the tnli;nt«, public apirit, and 
vorth of the son. 

We dote tliii sketch in the word* of a bite nritcz: " It would perliap* b« 
difficult to find in modem history, another oianin whom nith loinucli ineekncsa, 
modcAy, and unaHected dignity of mind, were united ho much geiiuine spirit, 
•o mucli of tlie (kill and fire of professional genius ; ludi rigorous and aclire 
wisdom; such alacrity and ability for great achieTement*, with such inditierence 
for their success, except so far as they might contribute to tlie good of his country. 
Lord Duncan wsi tall, abore the middle size, and of nn atlilelic and lirmly pro- 
portioned form. His countenance was remarkably exjiressive of the benero- 
lence and ingenucus excellenciei of hia mind.'' 

DUNCAN, A-inncw, Skiiu M. D:, an esteemed pliyiimn and profeuor of tho 
institutions of medicine in the unirenity of Edinburgh, rnii born at St Andrew! 
on the 17th October, 1741. His father, who was formerly a inercliant and 
sbipmosler in Crnil, wnt descended from a younger brancli of tlie Duncans of 
Ardovmie, in the county of Angus ; and bis mother, a daughter of profesuir 
Villant, wai related to llie Drummondi of Hawthomden, He receired lii* pre- 
liminary education for the pi'ofetsion of medicine at St Andrewi, from Oie uni- 
renity of nhich city he obtained the degree^of master of arts in I^loy, 17G3. 
He then transfei-red his residence to Edinburgh, where he pursued his inedical 
ftudies under the happiest autpicei, being the pupil, at he wna aflerwords tlie 
friend, of Dr Cullen, Dr John Gregory, Dr Monro the second, Dr John 
Hope, and Dr Black, The unirvisily of Edinburgh was ot this period begin* 
ning to hold a prominent position in the scientific and literary world ; for al- 
though the many discareri«s that hare since been made, Iny tlien concealed like 
precious stones in tlieir mines, unknoim and unsuspected, yet the general and 
risible adrancement of the progressire sciences nhich were here taught and cut* 
tivnted by their respectire profeisoii, began to be duly felt and appreciated both 
at Iiomo and abroad. Hie professors, who held not their offices as sinecures, 
toiled incessantly and indefatigably to advance the interests and extend the 
known bouiidories of science ; and the students, emulating their examples, were 
likewise animated by a spirit of leol and inquiry, which in turn reflected bach 
honour on the antversity. It is not, then, to be supposed that our young candi- 
date for medical honours, who had already diiting-uisbcd himself by his talents 
and acquirements at St Andrews, would be km aeLive than hii fEllow-atudeats ; 
and accordingly, we find that he soon obtaioed their suffrages of respect and 
cs«|pm, in being elected a president of the Royal Medical Sodely in tliosesMon of 
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1764', tbfl lecond. year after tlis DomBencemBnt of hii modicil rtudiei in Edin- 
bnrgti. In the wetfire of Uiii lodety he ever afterwat^i took ft wBim iutweil, 
nor did he Iiedlste to decinre, that he eoncidered it an enentiR] part of d» medi. 
dl ichool of Edinburgh. In the year 1 76 8-9, haring oompleled Iiu itaidlM, ha 
Kent a Toyage to China, in the capacity of aurgeen to the hononrBUe Eut India 
cempony'i ibip Ajia, under the coanaand of captain, aft«rwnTda Sir RobertPrea- 
ton. So nuuA to the Mtiafaction and adfrnntage of the thip'i conpany did be dii- 
duu^ his profeMional dutiei, that when the Teeiel returned t« England cm An 
lenmnation of the rayoge, the captain offered him the lum of 500 gidneai to go 
out with him a, MCond time ; but thi« oflbr, honever complimenlniy, be tlwg ht 
it expedient to deditio, for the purpoae of punutng a ^tTerent and more oonfE- 
nial tenor of life. In the October, therefore, of the nme year (1769), he receired 
the diploma of doctor of medicine frMn the uniTenity of 8t Andren, and in 
tlie mondi of May foUoiring, tviib admitted s licentiate «f the coyal cellegv of 
phyiiciani in Edinburgh. Dr Duncan immediately tougbt to diitinguiib himoelf 
in his prtrfemion, and in 1770 came fomard ai s candidate for the pnrfetMinhip 
of medicine in the unireruty of St Andrewi, that chair having become TBcaled 
by the death of Dr Simpaon. On thii occaiion he produced flaCleriDg teiUmonii^ 
from all Out memben of the medical foculty of the unirenity of Edinburgh, and 
from other eminent memben of the profenton ; but hii appKcation prored un- 
uccoBfu], the riral candidale being dtily elected. In the four aeadont aoeceed- 
ing that of 1769-70, lie vroa annually re-e)etted one of the president! of the 
royal medical lodety, and during thii period exerted himielf in completing Ae 
arrangement! for the erection of the medicsl hall, now occupied by the aod'ety. 
Aboat thb time he became attadied to, and married a lady with whom he en- 
joyed on uninterrupted union of upwardi of lifty-aeTen yeara, and by irhom ho 
hod twelre children. She woa a Min Etiiabeth Knox, the daughter of Mr John 
Knox, am^eon in the lerrice of the Eoit India company, who, it may be added, 
wo* die eldest ion of the Ret, William Knox, minister of Dabwe, in the county 
of Fift, and great^rand-nephew to the illnstriout reformer. 

On Uie de^ of Dr John Gregory, profenor of the Iheory of medidne in the 
unirersity of Edinburgh, which occurred in February, 1773, Dr Dranunond 
mu appointed to that duiir, but being ahaent from the counby, Dr Duncan was 
chosen to supply the tempimuy Tocancy. He, accordingly, during the searioni 
1774-5 and 1775-6, delivered lecturea on the theory of medicine ; in addition 
to which he rerired the judicious plan adopted by l> Rutherford, of illuitralJng 
the select cues of indigent patients labouring under chronic complaints, by 
cliuical lectures. Dr Ditnnmond still failing to attend to his duties, the magis- 
trates and town counci], on the 13th June, I77G, declared the chair to be again 
TOcant, and on the 19th of the same month elected Dr James Gregory, the son 
of the late profenor, to the profesaonhip, the duties of which had been for two 
years ditcharged by Dr Dunotn. The life of every man is more or has dieqner- j 
ed by disappointment, and assuredly thia could not be otbenvise than keenly 
felt by Dr Duncan, who, in his concluding clinical address, after renewing the 
records of the hospital, and alluding to the suceeisful practice he there adopted, , 
thus proceeds : " 1 have the latisfaction of being able to ivLire Cram this arduous 
.task ivith esse in my own mind, and I hope not wilboul some additional credit 
In your eitimation. My academical lahoun hare not indeed in other reqtects 
been trttended with equal adrantage. 1 was not without hopes tliat by lay exer- 
tions here, 1 ahould still have been able to hold llie ofGco of a teacher in the 
univernty, and I had no hesitation in olTering myself a candidate for the cbur 
lately ncout. In that competition 1 had indeed no powerful connexion, no 
political interest to aid my cause ; but I thought that my dionce for sucoen 
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itood Ml no imfifBi Imui wlien it vaa rwted on what I Iiad done to dewrre iL 
Allhiiigh, kowSTM, I can no loafer act in an «qiially contpicvoui capadty, yet 
I hope I nay beraoOcr be employed ai a teacher in one not leM usafUL I am 
neither airired at that nge wkich require! eaie, nor an I placed in thoce di- 
GoraitaDcei which nill allow of it It ii Iherefbre my pieeent inlantioD, still to 
ifaiiiriW wy l^toora to t^ eerriee of the ttudente of mredicine. » » • # 
I have aln«dy Ured long enough to have experienced eren adTUilagei from 
diMippointnieDt on other occauona, and time dtne can determine whether the 
ptHHiil dimpyifintment may not yet adbrd me the itrougett inttanca of the fa- 
rour ef hearen,"' The haman mind often aoquirai additional (trength and ao- 
tiTity from the fiuin of adrenity ; and in the preient instance, Dr Duncan hn- 
aedlalely determined on delirering nn independent coune ot lecture* on the 
IImmji I and practice of phyiic, without the walli of the unirenity ; beeidei which, 
M hM diuical kctnrea had been m numerouily attended, he also announced hie 
intention of centinuing them. " While then lecturtw," said be, in announcing 
fail intention, " are mtve iminedialely intended for the inebruction of itudeute, 
they will i>a aieo the means of tin'oiihing the indigent with adrice and roedldnei 
gratis, when aidyected to chronical diseases. " He soon found that the number 
ef si^ poer who ^plied to hun for relief iToa so conaidsrable, that he iioa in- 
daced to project a aeheme for the establishment of a dispennry for the purpose 
of alleviaUi^flheanffiiringa of tliose whose diteasee were not of a natmre to en- 
titk then to intmriiiirn into tbe royal IniirmBry. When, in addition ki the 
gaanring miseiiea of peretty, the victims of ill ftwtane hare to writhe nnder tbe 
torturai of slow and lingering disease, sad Indeed are the endurances of suOer- 
il^ humaaity ; and no wonder therefore is it, that when tbe objects of this in- 
atitnlioa, by die unwearied exerttons of Dr Dnncan, were brought fully and 
fairiy before the public, a sufficient fund was roiaed to carry his Tiew* into 
eflbet. In BstkmoDd Street, oa the south side of the city, a oonuaodious build- 
Ii^fbr tUi charity was erected, and in 1813, the subecribers were incwporated 
by royal charter. NotwilhitBDding the increasing nnmber of similar institutians, 
tbii dimenanry continue* to flomrish < and a picture cf the Tenerable founder is 
placed In its balL 

In tiM saaie year that Dr Duncan commenced lecturing (1773), he also un- 
dertook the publication of a periodical \rDrk, entitled " Medical and Philoeo- 
phical CaMnwnlarie*/ which was aranedly on the plan of a similar publication 
at Leipaic; — the " Commentarii de Rebus in Scientia Natural! et JHedidna 
gf^" — -lAiidi obriously oeuld only be a very imperfect diannel for the cc^ 
munioation ef firitidi medical litetstnre. Hie Medical and Philoeophical 
Commentariei contained an aeoount of the best new botdu in raedidiM, 
and the DollBleiBl branohes of philosophy ; medioal coses and obserratioos ; 
the most recent medical inteU^nce, and lists of new books; it appeared in 
qnartwly parts, fonaii^ one T<dume annually, and (wntinued until the year 
1795 undtr his sole superintendenoe, when it had extended to twenty nJumeii 
It WH afterwards conlioued by him under the title of " Annals ef Meditane," 
until the year 1801, when it consisted of eight volumes more, after which, Dr 
Ihinaan euaed to t^id^e as odiC<ff, and changing its appellation, it became tbe 
" £dinJ>tBgh Medical and Surgical Jourpal," whitJi, under the tare of his son, 
"lereiae Mhae^uently one of tlw matt influential medical jooruala in Eorope. 

la tin year 1790, Dr Duncan ivas elected preiideot of tbe college of phyu- 
aane in Edinburgh, and in the some yew, his venerable triend Dr Odlen bav- 
tag raeigned tbe profiBMonhip of the pradicn of medicine, I^ James Gregory 

1 Kedcal iDd PUksophicsl Cammentarlce, vdL Iv. 103, 101. 
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imi tranilitfld to that dinir. The object of Dr Duncan's former oiubiritHi bs 

noiT obtained, for after having lectured nrlth inertntitig' reputation tor fourtMn 

yenn without Uie nail) of tlie college, he wu elected lucceuor to Dr Jaine* 

. Gregory oi the profesiar of the inilitutiona of medicine. 

The life of a phyiicion, unlike lliat of a itAtumim, n soldier, or odTenturinr 
nrtist, whether poet or painter, ii seldom dirersified by any itiTring or remark- 
nble inctdenli ; it flom equably and unobtruairely along, never coining Immo. 
diately under the gaze of the public, and although in miniaturing to the want! 
of Che afflicted, humnn nature be seen often under the moat Taried and touch- 
ing aipects, yet orer every «ccne that <peaki to the heart of chnrity, a rail ii 
drawn ; the secrets of the lick chamber being alireys eiteoraed sacred and in- 
Tiolabte. No cbn of men are brought so closely and so continually int* 
contact ivith human nretchednets ; yet even this charity, which oonatitutM 
perhapa the most estimable feature of tlie human mind, can ssldom' be 
duly appreciated, for it is manifested only in secret, and seek* not l~ 
empty approbation of the multitude. Fortunately, in tlie instance «f Dr 
Duncan, his actions speak fbr themselrcs, and prove him to lutve been alnayi 
actuated by the most pbilanthmpic, generous, and humane motives. The ost 
of his mind ivn« truly benevolenL In 1703, perceiving hoiv ^ititute was the 
condition of those unhappy beings tuHering under the bereavement of reoMn, he 
brought fonvard a plan for the erection and endowment of a lunatic asylum, 
which he laid before tlie royal college of physicians of Edinburgh. It is said 
that the idea of sucli an institution vm* lu^estad to him by the death of the 
poet Ferguson, who in ITTlj a few years after Dr Duncan had settled in Edin- 
burgh, expired in the cell* of the common chnrity work-houte, in a state of the 
most abjt^C and appaUing wretchedness. After much time hnd elnpced, and many 
dilHcultief been surmounted, a petition ivm presented to the king, who 
granted A ruyol diarter, dated the 11th April, ISOT, under which, a lunatic 
aaylum mas erected and opened at Momingside. In September, IS03, the 
magistrates and town council of Edinburgh presented Dr Dunc-vn ivith the free- 
dom of the city, as a public acknowledgment of the lenie they entertained 
of Ibe services he hud rendered the community by tlie establishment of the pub- 
tic dispensary and lunatic nsylum ; and ouuredly this honour \ra» noTer more 
deservedly conferred. 

In 1609, Dr Duncan brought fomurd n sclieme for another public sseociation 
for tho purpose of contributing to tlie Interests and happiness of society. He 
observed that the study of horticulture had been too mudi neglected in Scotland, 
and proposed therefore the institution of a society which should receive cemmu' 
itions and auard prizes to those who distinguished themselves by making dis- 
coveries, or promoting the interests of this science. His proposal, and eiter- 
tioDs In accomplishing this favourite object, he lived to see amply rewarded ; 
for the horticultural sodety soon attaining contidorable importance in tlie ertU 
■nation of the public, was incorporated by royal i^arter, and among the number 
of its members will be found the names of many nho are on ornament and an 
honour to their country. " The latest public object undertaken by Dr Duncan," 
says his friend Dr Huie, " was connected with this sodety, in the sucoesi of 
wbidi be ever took the warmest interest. This \tat the establisliment of a pub- 
lic experimental garden, fur the purpoM of putting to the test various mode* of 
horticulture, and also for collecting specimens and improving the method of cul- 
tlrating every regetable production, from every quarter of the globe, which 
could either be agreeable to the palate, or pleaung to the eye. By means of 
private subscriptions, anisted by a loan from government, this object itas at lost 
attained ; and the venerable promoter of tiie scheme had tlw satisfaction, before 
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bit d«alb, of Meing hli Tiem on th« lubject in a fair way of Mag realized."' 
On the deith of Dr Jame* Grefory, wbich happened in ld3l, Dr Duncan, nha 
had Jong Mired hii nuyerty nhen ^nce of Walei in tliat cnpaeity, nai ap- 
pointed Gnt phytidan to Ibe king for Scotland. 

The royal college of phyiiciam in 1634, as a signal mark of n»pect and 
fikTOur, re-elected l)r Duncan president ; but he had now attained that advanced 
age when men £nd it necevary to vetlre from the more ectire csrei nnd 
anzietiei of the world. He, hoireMr, continued lo long a* he could oonunond 
bodily itrength to parUcipale in the buiioeti of tbcu inUitutiont which had 
lieen hij pride in earlier life. Moiv especially it was hii pride to continue hi* 
pbyriological lectum in llie unirersily ; and lo p«y that attention to big pupib 
which alwByf dioned the natural kindness of his heart. He made a point, like 
hi« Teneiable preosptor Dr Culleo, of innting them to his house, and cultivating 
a friendly and canGdentiol intercoune with them. It was bis custom to iniile 
E oertain number to be with him every Sunday eTening, which he intimated by 
little printed circulars, twenty or thirty of which he would issue at a tioie, 
taking his pupils in the order they entered to hit clan, until every one had 
been invited. On these occaiions he convened cheerfully and freely uitfa them 
on all aubjects ; a practice which is surely encoumging to the pupil, and calcu- 
lolod to InCTease rather than diminish his respect and attachment toivards the 
profeHOi^ Hia kindness of faeoit was indeed unbounded. He never heard of 
a pu[ul having to struggle agninit tlie ill* of poverty, or being in any kind of 
distnaa, that he did not exert himselT to enuincipate him from such difficulty ; 
and many now live ithoae feelings of silent gratitude are the most appropriate 
honiage to his memory. " While hii benevolence fell with the wormlh of a 
(unbeaiu on all who came within the ipliere of its influence, it was more espe< 
dally experienced," say* Dr Huie, " by tliose students of medicine who came from 
a distance, and had lb« good fbrtuna to altnict, or be recommended to hia 
notice. Over ihem ho watdied vritli paternal tolicitude. He invited tbem 
when in health to his house and hi* table. He attended tbem when in sicknen 
with assiduity and tenderness, and when they sunk the victims of premature iU 
te.ise, the sepulchre of hi* liuuily ho* thrown open for their remains."^ 

He was in some respects eccentric; but there iias not an ecceotriuty or cus- 
tom he adopted which did not indicate that some generous or good feeling waa 
the ruling principle of his actions. In addition to the institutions to which we 
hare alluded, of a grare character, Dr Uunoin ettablished the Esculapian and 
Gymnastic cluba, at which, by assembling round the social and convivial Iioard, 
it was intended to wrften down those aaperiliei and inimical feelings which, pro- 
Terbially and from the mo«t ancient time, liave been imputed to medical men. 
With the same object in view, and to encourage a tute for experimental re- 
tearch, in the year 17S2 he founded tl)e Harveian Society, to uhich, for a 
period of fraty-seven years, he discharged the duties of secretary. This 
society, which still flourishes, proposes annually a question, or the subject for 
an essay; and an honorary reward, consisting of a gold medal and a copy of 
the works of the great everaplar, is awarded to the luccessfjl candidate. The 
adjudication take* place publicly on the anniversary of Harvey's birth day, 
tvhidi is afterwords commemorated by an elegant convivial entertainment Be- 
fore adjudging the prize, the secretory i* appointed (o pronounce an elogt on 
some deceased ornament of the profession ; and among others, those read by Dr 
Duncan on tbe live* of Alexander Munro primta, Alexander Munro itcundut, 
and Sir Joteph Bonk* , merit particular notice. Dr Duncan occeaionally stepped 
■ Harrcian Oralnti for 18S8. by R. Huie, M. D., who nKcecdt^ Dr Duuoui u* lecnKuy 
la Ibe Hajvalui fJuJal]'. * IbM. p. S4. 
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niida &en tli« ordinnTy atocatioM* of hn fraftmtm to indulg* in «ffiBion»~ 
both proM and tbim — liUle cooMMant with Ike aora goneial tanar of hii oo- 
cupatioaa. Among th«ae ire may notim, s \TOik he publidiad, aMitled, " £1<^ 
giorum Sepulchialiuni EdineniiuB daiecbN — AIonnBental iDaoiptioaa tiiected 
from burial groanda near Edinbtirgli ;" in llie prsfiuM of whicb, (peaking •• the 
editor, be obaerrea : " Since the death of an MBu^la mo, tta editor baa nmde it 
a religioo* doty to pay a riait to hii gmre eTUy CbrtOmaa-day, tbe period of 
hia death. Thia viiit he baa deo extended to olbw chnrdt^ardi, nhttm th* 
dart of aerenl of bii bert frienda ia non depotitad. Hia TaedUation*, dnri^ 
tbete meumftil liaiti, bare led him to imagina that he wa* inrilad by th* enlla ^ 
f^ntitudfl, to take tbie method of premul^ating ce^meBanUioM of departed 
worth," He then tiddi, that he haa trieded the JMoriptioM and piMad them 
In that fbim, for the benefit of " an able tdiolar, who, daprewed by anidenlal 
mitfortUDei in the menantite liiM, now tnj^orti a you^ &mily by hia kmna- 
Iedg« of ancient and modem hnga^ea." lltit b peculiarly dumeteriatio both 
of the afTeetionate and charitable ditpoaition of hb natare, H« alnaya, «T«a to 
the Tery lat«at period of hjs life, looked back with taliifiictiaai and pride at the 
period when he participated In the pi<i>ceedinj;* of the royal medical aociety ; 
and it iria bh cnalom to go down to tbe medical hall one night or mora every 
aenion, for the purpoia of heariitg the diacosuana, in whkh be alwaja expre«ed 
great inteteiL In tbe winter of IS37, he viiited it for tha hat time, being 
then in the eighty-third yesr of tui age. The mnmhnn of that Mciety had two 
year* prerioiiily teatilied tlitt high erteem in whidi diey held hia memory, by 
tnbiciibing for a fiill length portrait of him, which wa* admirably «xeeot«l by 
Mr Walion Gordon, and now adorn* the ball of the inatitution. It had been 
Dr Duncan's aat/na for more than half a ee Wu r y to pay an anneal rliH to the 
nimmit of Arthur't Seat every May-day noming. Tliia feat of pedeatrianimi 
be nccomplUhed ai uiual on the let of May, 1837 ; but he wat obliged from a 
feeling of phyEioil infirmity to relinqniih the attempt in May, 1826, ou which 
day he had invited tome Mendi to dine with him ; finding himaelf rather tin- 
ttell in tbe morning, he woi under the necenity of Ktiring and confining him- 
•elf to hia chamber. From this period he vtm never able to go abroad. His 
appetite and flesh failed him, and without having nifliiRd any acute dittrtai, 
he expired on the 5lh of July, in the eighty-foorth year of hie age. 

HU funeml noa attended by the magiatratei and town council of Edinburgh ; 
the principal and profeuoi* of the unirenity, the mynl college of phjiicians, 
the iiuinagen and medical oAicen of tbe royal public diapenory, the royal medi- 
cal ittaiety, the royal phyiicol Mdety, the Caledonian horticultural aociety, 
and a large atteinbla^ of piivale gentlemen, and firienda of the venerable dc- 

He publiihed ninnerou* votkt during the coune of hii life ; among which, 
Hlementa of Therapeutici — Medical Commentoriei — Headi of lectures on the 
Theory and Fraaice of Phyiic — Annali of Medidne — Eusy on Conauniption — 
Medical Ca«ei and Obiervationi, may be regarded a« important addition) 
to tbe medical literature of that period. To the ntyal coll^ of phyiidana he 
bequeathed terenty volumes of MS. note* from the lecturea of the founden of 
the Edinburgh school of medidne, Dri Munro jiriimu, Buiherford, Altton, St 
Clair, and Plumnier, together iiith one hundred volumes of prsctial bbeervn- 
tioua in lu« oun hand iiriting, ^ihich he had employed aa notes for hii clinical 
kaurea. His exertlona in hii professiDn, and in the general cause of humanity, 
obtained for him the highest respect of hb contemporariei, Iwlh at home and 
abroad. Ho was elected a corresponding memlwr of the medical eociely cf 
Denmark in 1776, and of the royal medical ■ociety of Fnrii in 1776; he ivaa 
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(^M«B a memlMr of tba Aamican phikaopliksl (ociety of FhUidelphU in 17S6, 
Mid of the medical (ociety of Londoii in 1787 ; Im mu appointed an hunoraiy 
meaibor of tbo Cenrisn nnivetsity of Monow in 180S, and Snt president of 
Um medjoo-diiniigiol loci^y of Ediuburgb at iti inUitution In 1821. Ai a 
^oftaor in tbe luuivrut; of Edinbiu^h, ho nat deoerred and e«t«enied. Hii 
lectinci w«ra -aiitton in * poi^icuoui and unadorned ityk, and the physiologi- 
cal doctiine* he ^wnulgaled, wore those whidi ifeie consideied llie l>est eslob- 
]ishod at that ptxiod ; and these be explained in lo dear a manner tliat his 
oouiM of lectuies may eren yet be rt^jarded as valuable, notwithitanding tlia 
additions that bsiT* been since nude t« our knowledge in Ihii department of 
medical •ci»nc«> His rtyla of lecturing was simple and unallecled, and no man 
coold disdiarge mon oonacientionsly tlio duties of hU office. Both as a pro- 
Amot and a maUj in Us puUic and prirate career, his many eatiiuable qualitiee 
endeared Ium to aodaty, lAmn all who had the good fortune to know bim, yet 
JDstly *eDont« hii mmimj. 

DUNCAN, AmMiw, Junior, H, D., the son of the excellent phyddan whose 
nenaoir we hare giren abore, is entitled to a prominent ratik among Uioee who 
bare distinguished themielTe* in the history of mediciiie. He wai bora in Edin- 
burgh on the lOtb August, 1779. At an early age he showed a predilection 
fur medial sdence, baing, when yet rary young, often found in his fatlwr'g 
library pmif^ over medical hooia ; to gratify which indination he would often 
riae at on eariy hour before the rest of the family. Hii father naturally, Ibere- 
fore, declined him for the profesaion, and after going throt^h the preliminary 
course of education preai^bed for youth, he oommenced iti study in 17S7. 
Iliat he mig^ become ac^pwinted with the science in all its practical details, be 
sarred a legulai appreaticoAip for fire yean with Mesvi Alexander and George 
Wood, fellows of the royal college of surgeons ; during which probatioo ho toiled 
aaidnoualy in laying the foundation of his fnture reputation. He then went 
through a complete course of litarature and philosophy at the uniTenity, where, 
in 1793, he waa ■■lmit^^^^^ master of arts, and in 1794, receired the degree of 
doctor of medicine. 

With the view of acquiring a still more competent knowledge of his profes- 
sion, be ^ent the ensuing winter, 1794-95, in London, where he attended the 
lecturea on anatomy and surgery, then doliTOred in Windmill Street, by Dr 
Baillie and Mr Cruickshank ; and dissected under the superintendence of Mr 
Wilson. He there also became a pupil of Dr George Feanon in chemistry, 
materia medica, and medicine, aod receired unusual adTanlages and opportuni- 
ties of improreiaeDt frotn the attention and kindness of his father's numerous 
fUendL He then proceeded to the continent. After spending some time iu 
Hamburg, Brunswick, and Hanover, for the purpose of acquiring the German 
language, seung the hospitals of those cities, and becoming personally acquaint* 
lid with the distinguished individuals at the bead of the profession there, he 
entered himself a student in the university of tiotlingeo. There he attended 
the hospital under Eichiter, and resided with professor Grellman, and had the 
good f<atune to enjoy the intimate acquaintance of Blumenbadi, Torisberg, 
Umelin, Atnemann, Stromeyo', and Heine, gaining besides the friendiliip oif 
many of (he moat distinguished sludenti^ who now fiU chairs in the universities 
of Germany, 

From Goltingen he went to Vienna, visiting the hosiutals and most of tlie 
cdebnted men in the various univemties and capitals through which he passed ; 
after which he proceeded to Italy through the TyroJe, and having seen the hos- 
pitals at Slilan, testded during the winter at Pisa, in tlie house of BrugnotelU, 
tlio professor of chenustry. Ha there attended the lectures and hospital prac- 
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tice of Scnrj).-!, uhoM friendship and comtpondenM he had erer oriertv.inlt iha 
honour of retaining ; and abo diiiical medicine under Joeeph Frank, and untti- 
ra) history under Spnlinnnini. He than made the tour of Italy M for u Naples, 
renviined loine liine at Rome, and returned by Podun, Venice, and Trie*te, to 
Vienna, where he attended the clinical leclurei of John Peter Frank, Uien at 
lite head of the profeiiion In Gomiany. From Vionna ho returned hmne, 
througli Prague, Leipaic, Halls, Dresden , and Berlin, remaining in end) long 
enou^ to see tlie public inttitutiont and iiocome acquainted with the most cele- 
brated men. During thii tour, not only did lie acquire a more accurate and 
e knoirledge concerning the medical inititutions and the ilate of 
ice abroad than iroi at that time pouened by other medical men in 
; but lie ntlained a proliuieney in foreign language!, and an erudi- 
tion in literature, which added all the accompliihnienti of b (diolor to hii qunli- 
ficationi ai a phyiifinn. Here, too, in leisure hours snatched from gerercr 
sbidies, he cultivated hit taste for the iine arts, more especially for painting and 
muiic, in which he erer aftertrardi found o chanu to reliere him from the fttigues 
he liad to encounter in the laharioui and anxious diidiarge of his professional and 
professorial duties. 

On hit return to Edinburgh, he assisted hii father in editing the BIcdical 
Commentaries, ivliicll, as we hare already slated, extended to twenty rolumet, 
and was succeeded by the Annals of Medicine, on ttie title page of which the 
name of Dr Duncan junior, Urat appeared along irith that of bis father a* joint 
editors. But at the request of lord Selkirk he was again induced to leave his 
satiTB nty to visit the continent, for the purpose of atteodbg his lordship's son, 
vlio was sufferiog under ill health. On his arrival, however, ho fonnd that this 
young noblamau had expired ; but the attainments of Dr Dnaean having attracted 
considerable notice on the continent, and being already signalized by a portion 
of tlie fame he aflcrwnrds enjoyed, he was solicited to prolong his stay in Italy, 
where he ivns by many Invalids proTestionally consulted, and again enjoyed tlie 
opportunity of prosecuting his favourite pursuits. Mo man, pertiaps, uaa eter 
more tliorouglily imbued with the love of knowledge. It was in him an Innalo 
desire, urging liiiu on with increasing reatlestness to constant mental activity. 
He Don rentained diieAy in Florence and Pisa nine months, where lie lived 
on habits of intimacy with the celebrated Fontana and Fabroni ; nfler whidi, 
having visited many places in Switzerland and Germany, which he had not 
passed through during his former tour, he again returned to Edinburgh. He 
there fettled as a medical pracLilioner, pud wns elected a fellow of the royal 
college of physicians, and shortly afterwards one of the physicians erf* the royal 
public dispensary, founded by the exertion* of his father, in 1773, 

While actively engaged in the practical department of liis profeMion, ho did 
not neglect the application of his erudition ond^tolents to the diffusion and ad- 
vancement of medical science among his professional brethren. In 1805, he 
undertook the chief editorship of the Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal, 
which luu tat twenty-seven years sustoinod the high reputation of being one of 
the most mluable and influential medical journals in Europe. He acted from 
the commencement as tlie diief editor, although for some lime he was auisled by 
Dt Kellie of Leith, Dr Balleman of London, Dr Reeve of Norwich, and after- 
vnrds by Dr Cmigie. Hut his chief and most valuable contribution to medical 
science was the Edinburgh Diipensntory, the first edition of which appeared in 
1803. A similar work had been published by Dr Lain* in London, in 1763, 
under the title of the New EKspensatory, but tin advancement of chemistry and 
pharmacy since tltat period, Imd rendered a complete revision of it absolutely 
necessary. Tliit task, whidt required no ordinary extent and variety of kuoiv- 
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ledge, and no (light auiduLt]', he executed with so much ikill, judgmeDt, and 
fidelity, that hii work, immediBtoly on publication, coiiitnanded the matt oilen- 
WTe popularity, tind became a ((andard authority iu every medical tdiool in 
Europe. Notwithitonding, indeed, that it hai had to encounter the riralritlp of 
Other meritoriooi worici on pharmaceutic chenu'itry aad materia medica, it itill 
tnointain* ib pre-eminence. By Sir James Wyiie it waa made great uie of in 
hi» Pharmacop<eiB Catlreniie Huuica, pubLihed at Fetenbur^ in 1808, for 
the uieoftheRuMian army. Ithaabeenilnce tiAnilated into German by ^chen- 
bach, with a prelace by profemr Kuhn ; into French by Couverchel, and hai 
been lererRl timet republiihed by different editon in America. 

He next conferred an euential service not only on the university, but on the 
general intereiti of the community, by calliog, in a itrong and emphatic man- 
ner, attention to that branch of acience, deoominated by the Germani, ctate 
medidoe, which comprehendi the prindplea of the evidence afforded by the 
diflereut branche* of medicine, in elucidating and determining queitiuni in 
coirrta of law. This itudy, to which the more appropriate term of medial 
juriiprudence wni applied, had been diiefly confined to the Germani, nor had , 
the advaulagei rciulting from their laboun been auffidently communicated to 
Other countrlet. ThUDr Duncan fully perceived; helaid beibrethe profenon 
the Mibitance of the few medico-legnl worki which had then been published on 
the continent; he pointed out, and advocated lAly, the neceiuty of thi» deport- 
ment of medical adence being lyttematically iludisd in Ihia country ; and, after 
combating many prejudice* and overcoming many diffioiltiei, succeeded in the 
cause he defended, ud wtu rewarded by leeing the chair of medical jurinitu- 

dence inrtiiutod In the univenity. To hi* exertiona, the profetsion ne (hould 

rather eay the public — is indebted for the inititulion of thii important profet- 
tordiip, and when we look at the ourent of pubUc evenla, and the numerous 
complex and momentous cases that ore continually agitated in our justiciary and 
civil courts, often implicating the Lberty, fortunei, and even lives of our felloiv- 
creatures, we cannot remain insensible of the great good he has adiieved. ITio 
chair of medical jurisprudence and police was in»tituled in the Edinburgh uni. 
rersity in 1S07, and Dr Duncan wai conaidered the most proper persan to dis- 
charge iU duties. He wai therefore appointed the profettor, and commenced 
bis lectures the following leaion. He soon, by the lectures he delivered, and 
the numerous pepen he published in bis journal, impressed on the public mind 
the importtiitoe of the science he taught; and the interest he excited in ill cui. 
tivation, both among his pupils, and medical practitioners generally, gave, iu 
this country, the lint impetut to the pn^reti of medical jurisprudence. 

He repeatedly, during this time, was ailed upon to asaut his liilher in officiaU 
ing aa physician in the clinical vrards, and occaiionally delivered cliniml lee 
turefc He alio had at times the charge of the fever hospital at Queensherry 
house ; to which, on the resignation of Dr Spens, he was elected physician, Bui 
hii introduction into the univenity, brought on him an accumulation of laboun, for 
be was shoHly afterwardi appointed secretary and also libiaijan ; offices, the dutiet 
of which required at that period no ordinary exertions to discharge. Already 
it may hare been gathered from the live* of Dw CuUen and Duncan, senior, that 
the Edinburgh univerwty vau at this time only just emerging from that ori^nal 
infantine state which must precede the maturer glory of all inititutioni, on 
however grand a scale ; and although PjMaira, M'laurin, the Monrees, Pbini- 
mer, St Clair, Alston, and Cullen, had thrown over it a lustre which wa« ncog- 
niied by men of science throughout Europe, yet ili internal sUte and ecraiomy 
required the most SMiduoua attention and careful management. The librarv, 
nhicb^from the cliarter of the coil^e, was entitled to every published woi*, 
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vm at this time, at may ivadily ^ wppowd, » maN of eooAulttn, irtikli la 
reduce to aay thiiif like order wo* Kltle leu tluui an Hcrcriun imk. Aiiei to 
tki*, the builidiog of tbe uoirenitj ma yet mfiiuohed, and every jiMJIilii iucoo- 
renienee oppooed tbe dutiw of the librariaa. StiU the laboiu> of Dr Dunan 
were inceHatit He wa* then appointed one of tbe comauMioani Ar aeperiiK 
tending the completion of the building of the college; and tbe MrTicM nliich 
in both capacities lie rendered to tbe publie, «»nnet be too liigUy eatiniBled, 

HaTing officiated for hi« ftlhar and Di Rutlieiford in the Elinieal mida at 
the royal infirmary during the winter of 1817-18 aai the mmiaer of 1319, he 
publiahed at Ibe end of that yearrepoiiaaf hia j«adic«, for the purpeaeef pre- 
■erring a faitliiul recoid of the epideniic, wbiiA at that time qnvad iti larages 
through Edinburgh. Hia labeura Aid net go unrewarded. In 1819, the pa- 
Irona of the anlTeraity apptrinted him jiMnt profeaaor with hia &lher in Ihe chair 
of Ihe thecoy of nedidne. Hi* «kill a* a lecturer en phyiiokigy wa« duly rati- 
mated by his papila; but be did not relain tbii t^ce Itmg, for in 1631, Dr 
Home being tramlated ta the chair of the practice of pbyik, he «a« elected in 
his place profeaaor of materia medica and pbiwnmey. It ia worthy of ohaerro- 
tiojH, that lo highly were the ^uaUScation* of Dr Duncan appreciated, and ao «b- 
riouily did they entitle him to thia boDour, that when it waa underatood that be 
had CCMIM fonnrd m a candidate, no perion ventared to compete with him fbr 
(ho vacated chair. He commenced hia lecturea at eonaiduable dindTantage, 
being at the time in ill health, owing to an accident be had recently met with ; 
but fail «biliti«a aa a lecturer, and bii proAamd knowledge of materia medico 
with all it* coIbUeral branchea being well known, attracted tavwdi to hia clan, 
among whom no indiridual can fail to rememtwr how amply hia eipectationi 
were redeemed. In the diadurge of hii dntiea aa a profeaaor, he laboared moit 
conacientioualy, lacrificing hit own comfMrta and health for the inatruction of 
hii pu^la. During thia aeaaon and indeed erer after, aaya one who had ercry 
oppoEtiuiity of knowiDg bia domeatic habiti, " he was ofteu leated at bia dcak at 
three in the morning, for hia lecturea Bndvwent a coDtinnel eouae of additioni 
and improrementa." Whan, by tbe tender lolicituda of hit own velatiTei; be 
ijaa often entreated to relax hia inoeaaaat loila, and told that aurely hia taA 
must be Gniahed, he would reply, that to medical knowledge there waa no end, 
and that liia laboma muat be therefore infinite ; and ao truly they were, far it 
wni one of the peculiar traila of hii character to be ever inveatigatii^, whidi he 
did with unwearied patience, every new improvement and every new diacovery 
that waa announced in ttiia country <» on the continent. Hia lecturea on 
nialeria medica were mMt cou^ rebenaive and profound, aiid attracted ao great 
a number of atudenia to hia claw that the expectation* which had been formed 
pf tbe good which the nniveraity would derive from hia-promotioa were am^dy 
fulfilled. He diadiarged the dutiea of thia pn^eaaonhip with unwearied leal 
and aaaiduity for eleven yean. We have now arrived at Ihe aaddeat period of 
hia lif& Hia conatitution naa never strong. It was eooalaiitly ^yed-npou by 
Ihe exertiona of on over-aeUve mind, which allowed ittelf no repoae; Had he 
been lets golidtoua about the diachB^;e of bia duties and lea zealoua in flte pur- 
auit of science, hia health might have been invigorated and hia life prolonged. , 
]3ut there was that diqiarity between the powen and enemies of bia mind, and 
the Umited vigour of bis body, which generally proves fatal to men of superior 
Bttainmenta. . He had for years toiled inceMwtly, bearing up against the con- 
Rciouaness of ill heallb and physical sutfering. His anxiety to diachaige his 
dutiei, indeed, abaorbcd every other consideration, And prompted him to endure 
until endurance itself could no longer obey iU own high leaelvea. His 
strength, which bod been severely impaired by an altadE of ftver in 1S97, 
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whidi wM em U fdai in tbe diKhu^ of bk bsspital dutiM, gndtnlly declined. 
AA*c panevering m deliveriH: hi* lednw «a^ oMrly Uw end «f Ae MNion, 
Im took ta hia bed in A^l 1633, sad haring endimtd » lingering illneej, 
duri«g Bliiok be dii^yed all Ihat pUieiMie and insnd counge iriiicli are 
dmderirtic of t, higUy-gifCed mind, b« died od tbe ISA of tbe ftdtoniDg 
Hay, iM the SSth year «f hii ag& Uii /uoenJ, aooordiBg 1« bit vnn diiec- 
' ' wded ta be tlrictly prirste ; but tbe memben of nuMwroUi iuti- 
M to ibaw their afiectioa for hit meatry, BMt jn (be burial gMNud 
e ofaaeqoica «f their lamenled fiiaiid. 

Gteat coergy and actirity of mind, » unmnality of geciai tbat made every 
•ubject, iron die most abatr«aa to tke laoat trivial, alike fi'mHi" la bim, and a 
devoted 1*to of arienco, iAi<& o&ita led bin to ^ctbr it^ adTaBmoeat to tbe 
MtablJifeBeiit of hii own tame, were hi* didingiuibiDg traiti. So imU wai be 
kti0wa and i^pradated on the oontiBon^ that be reoeired, OBaelidted an hia 
part, boaoEsry degreea aad other distindionf from the moat famoui uniroBliea ; 
and few Ibreignera of il^tiin^lnn Tiiiled Edinbuigb witbout bri^ng iotcodue- 
tione to bin. He bad the honour of being in the habit of correapondence with 
many of the nwit diMinguidied ptaoni in Em^, whether oelebnUed for high 
rank, or n^erioc aiental endowmeMta. He had t, great laate fior (he fine art* 
in geaenl, and for muaic in particalar ; and from his extesaire knovdedge of 
bnguagea, waa well vencd in the lileratnre ef many natiooa. Uia mannen 
wore free from pedantry sr alfectatitM, and ware remariiable for that MMtbtm- 
ureuMi which is often Iha peculiar tiaiaeteristie of ■nperico' genius. Ho pos- 
leased a delicacy of feeliag a«d a Miiae of hoDour aad integrity aaHsuUing, in the 
eMimation at nany, to fssriiiinnsnrm. but which were the elemenla of bis aural 
charaelee. Ho was indeed m mucb an •iwameat to printe ai to pddic lif«b 

Among hii coobibotiooa to medical acieuoe deeerring especial notice any be 
enumeatedhiiezporiaientaoaFeniTian baric, whereby he dianvrered ciDch<nuii, 
and pared tbe way for the diaoo<rery of tbe T^etabte alkaloids, whidi baa so 
eaKntially oontributed to the adTaBccBent of pfaaimaceotic science ; his enun- 
iuition at the stnutwe of tbe beait and the complicated ciiuiBe of its fibres ; 
hi* paper oa difluae inflammitinn of die cellidar tisane ; and more reosntJy bis 
Experiment* on MedicaM, communicated to the royal sedrety of Edinbargfa so 
iate ai DecMnbar ISSa In addition to these, B»d beaidM the noiMroua 
essays written in hi* tmn jounial, he eowtri b uted to the Edinburgh Renew the 
artiiiea on the Pbaimncopoaia of the Boyal College of PfayueiaaB — on VoednatiaM 
— a>d on Dr Thomaon'a Bjatem of Chenistij; and to Uie Sopplemeiit of the 
Eooyclopedia Britannica those on Aqua Toffana, DJgeition, and Food. 

DUNCAN, WiLLUM, a leimwd writer, wai bom at Aberdeen, in July. 1TI7. 
He WM the aoB of William Duncna, a trads^un in that dly, aud of Eu[diemia 
Kbrkwood, the daughter of a fonaer in Uaddingtonabire. He leoeiTed the 
rudiment* ef his eduation partly at the gmiaiar school (^ Aberdeen, and part- 
ly at n boarding school at Foveran, kept by a Mr George Forbes. In 1733 
Xi Duncan en^nd tbe Marisehal college at Aberdeen, and applied hi— e lf 
partiodariy to the «tudy of Greek, under Dr BbdtwelL At the end of the 
iwual oooM, he todi tbe degi«e of SLA. Hia fiM design waa to beooase a 
clergyman ; but, after studying divinity for two year*, be abandened the in- 
lention, and, remonng to Laadwi, becaine a writer f«r the preai. The gieidw 
part of bis lilanry career «•« oi that obscure kind whidi rather iuppKei the 
wauls of tbe day, than storea up fame for futurity. Traiwlalion* from the 
Fi«mcA war* aimmg hi* mental exertioM, and lie wa* miA bek>ved and re- 
jected by the atber literary men of hia day, especially thoae who were of Iha 
I* Gecrge I«wis Scott and Dr A 
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Ilia prindpal work of Mr Diumn itu hu trutdatton of Mlact orationi of 
Cicero, nbidi ii itill & book ofitMidard excatlence, sod conitantly med in our 
icliooI& He contnbutod the deportmant of Logic to " Mr Dodtley'i Modem 
Preceptor," wbich appeared in 1718, and was one of tha moat useful and 
popular book« publiihed duriug the eighteenth century. In 1759 appeared 
hu Uit woik, the tnuulation of Coaar'i Commentariei, wbich ia decidedly the 
beat in our hing^uage. Duncan hai in a great maaaure caught the ipirit of tlie 
Homan writer, and hai preaerred hii turn of phraie and expreauon at &r ai 
the nature of our language would permit. In this year, Mr Duncan receired a 
royal appointment to a phiiotophical cluir in the Maritchal oolle|;e ; and iu 
1753, commenced lecturing on natutal and exparimental philoaophy. Before 
tearing Loudon, he had engaged to fiuvUh a bookaeUer with a new tnuulation 
ofPlutardi; but hia health prored inade^mta to the latlc Hia conatitution 
had been considerably injured by the aedeDtary Mature of hia employmenta in 
Ijondon, and he woa now content (o diicharge tha ordinary dutiea of his chair. 
After a blamelea life, he died (unmarried) May 1, 1760, in tha forty-third 
year of hia age. Mr Dunc&n cannot *o much be (aid to hate poMened geniua, 
aa good aense and taite ; and hia partt were nther aoUd than ihining. Hia 
temper waa locial, hfi manneia eaay and agreeable, and hia conreraation enter- 
taining and often lirely. In hit inatructiont at a protenor, he wat diligent and 
rery aocurala. His conduct wot irreproachable, and he wat regular in hit at- 
tendance on the rarioua inttilutioni of public wortbip. Soon after bit tattle- 
luent In the Maritchal college, he wat admitted an elder in the diurdi tea- 
(ton of Aberdeen, and continued to officiate oa auch till hia death. 

DUNDASSE8 o> ABXitTOif. Thia fiimily holda a rery coniplcuout place in tha 
legal and political hittory of Scotland for a period extending almoit to a cen- 
tury and a half; and to the biographical student, nothing c»n be more intereib- 
ing than to trace the merited eleration of the aucceatire headi of the Ainiily to 
the blghett judicial appoinlmeuta in the country. The Amitton family it 
tpning fntm that of Dundaa of Dundas, one of the moit ancient in Sootland. Sic 
Jamea Dundaa, the fiiat of Arniiton, who receiTed the honour of knighthood 
from Jamet VI., and vras goremor of Serwick, wat the tliird ton of G«orgB 
Dundai of Dundai, the sixteenth In descent from the Dunbart, earit of March, a 
family which, according to Sir James Dalrymple, can trace its origin from the 
Saxon kingt of England. The ntother at Sir Jamet Dundaa wat Catherine, 
daughter of Lawrence, lord OlipbanL Having premised thia mudi of the origin 
of the family, we proceed to giro thort biogmphical notices of lit most distin- 
gulahed membeia. 

DuNDia, Sm Jini, of Amitton, eldett son of the first Sir Jamet, by Mary, 
daugbter of Geocge Hume of Weddcrbum, had the honour of knighthood con- 
ferred on him by Charles I. After receiring a liberal education, he spent a 
contiderable lime abroad, risiting the ^ndpal courts of Europe. On his return, 
ha was chosen one of the xepieientatiTes of the county of MidJ^oIhian, in tha 
Soottiih pariianient, and during a period of great danger and difficulty he main- 
tained the dtaracter of a steady patriot, and a loyal subject, — an enemy alike to 
slavish subserviency, and to treatonable turbulence. He greatly ditapproved of 
the meaturet prop<ifed by Cbarlet I. at the instigation of Laud, for ettablithing 
episcopacy In Scotland, and did not think it inconsistent nith a sincere princi- 
ple of loyalty to subscribe Qie national covenant, entered into for the purpose of 
tesiiting that innovation. 

Afler the nalonUion, nhen the Eo^sh judges who had officiated in Scotland 
dmruig the usurpation, were expelled, and the court of session re-establiabedf 
Sir Jamet Dundaa wot, m 166S, appointed one of the judges, and took bis seat 
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on tlie bendi under the title of lord AmUton. HU hi^ clinracter and great 
natural abilitiM, were (bought wifficient to couuleiltHlBDce the duodTantsge arii- 
ing from the want of a profeuional education. But he held thit nppokntioeiit 
ottly for B ihort time. For Charles II. haring been iuduced by the usMttled 
ilaw of Scotland, to require that nil penous holding office, ahould lubicribe a 
dedaratioD, importing that they held it unlawful to enter into leagues or cove- 
nont*, and objuring the '' national and ealenin league and coranant," the judges 
of the court of leraion were required to tubtis-ibe lliii tett under pain of deprn 
TOtion .of otSce. The majority of them complied ; but Sir James Duiidai re- 
fused, unlev he ahouid be allowed to odd, " in m far as tuch leagues might lead 
to deed* of actual rebellion." Goremment, honerer, would coiuent to no «uch 
qualification ; and lord Amiiton was oenaequently deprived of hit gown. The 
icing hinuelfhad propoted ni an expedient for obviating the icniplei of the re- 
Giuant judgee, tbat they ihould lubsaribe the test publicly, but should be pcr> 
raitted to mnlie a private declaration of the sense in which they undenlood iL 
Mt»t of them availed thenuelres of this device, but lord Aroiston rejected it, 
making the following manly answer to those of his Mends who urged hint to 
comply — ■' I have repeatedly told you, that in this oAkir I hare acted from con- 
science : I will neror subscribe that declaration unless I am allowed to qualify it ; 
nnd if my mbicriptioa is to be public, I cannot be satisfied tliat the talvo 
should be latent." His seat on the bench was kept vacant for three years, in 
the hope, apparently, that he migbt be prevailed on to yield to the soUdtalioiii 
which, during that interval, were unceasingly, but in rain addressed to him, not 
only by bii friends and brother judges, but by the king's ministei*. He bad 
retired to his Gimiiy seat of Arniston, where he spent the remainder of bis life 
in the tranquil enjoyment of tlie country, and in the cultivaLion of literature, nnd 
the society of hia friends. lie died in the year 1GT9, and was succeeded in his 
•itstca by his eldest son Robert, the subject of the immediately succeeding notice. 
' Deinus, Robibt, of-'Amiston, son of Sir James, by Marion, daughter of 
lord Boyd, was bred to the profession of the law, and for many years represent- 
ed the county of Edinbui^b in the Scottish parliament. In the year 1089, im- 
mediately after the revolution, he was raised to the bench of the court of session 
by king William, and took the title of lord Amiston. He continued to fill that 
station with great honour and integrity during the long period of thirty-eeven 
years ; and died in the year 1737, leaving his son Robert, by Alargaret, daugh- 
ter of Robert Sinclair of Steveuaton,' to succeed him in his estates, and to follow 
his footsteps in the legal profession, 

Dbsdu, Robiht, of Arniston, F. B. 8. Edinburgh, third lord of sesuon of 
the &mjly, and first lord president, was b<»*n on the 9lh December, 1GS5. Al- 
though 8t no time distinguished for laborious application to study, yet he had 
obtained a genersl acquaintance with literature, while his reioarkable aculenes^ 
and very extensive practice, rendered him a profound lawyer. He became a 
member of tlie faculty of advocates in 1709, and in 1T17, while the country 
nas recovering &om the confusion occasioned by Ike rebellion of 1715, he was 
selected, on account of his firmnen and moderation, to fill the responsible office 
of solidtor-general for Scotland, which he did with much ability and forbear- 
anca In 1730, he was presented to the situation of lord advocate; and in 
1722, was returned member to the British parliament for the county of Edin- 
> burgh. In parliament he was distinguished by a vigilant attention to Scottish 
afikirs, and by tiiat steady and patriotic regard to the peculiar interests of his 
native country, whidi !■«• been all along ime of the most lemorkDhle rJiamoleiw 
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udM of hb fainilf. When Sir Bobeit Wdpole and die Aigyl« pvty oume 
inta power in the year 17S5, Mr Dundai redgaed hu office, asd reMMed fait 
place ai an ordinary barrislar ; sooo altar whkk, be vaa elented b; bk kntlweB 
deaa ef tb« faculty of adTOOtei ; b dignity utatb confen the M^nat ntnk at 
die bar, it being even at thai day a ^iieatien, wbeAer, acoonling to tl<e otiqaette 
of tbe prrfcannr, the deaa i( net entitled to take pceoedcsoe «f tbe lord adro- 
cal« and tlie wticitar-feDeial. In 1737, Mr Dundai ws raited to tbe beodi ; 
when, like hh btber, and gnuidiather, be look die title of krd ArniMon. He 
liebl tbe place «f an ardinory, or puigne judg^, ontfl tbe year L748, nrfaen, on 
Ibe death of lord piMident Fatbta of Cullodeo, he wai' niied to the preddeM^ 
diair, and continued to hold that hi^ office until hi* death. He died in 1753, 
in the 66th year of hii age. 

Aa a buniitcr Hr Dundaa m* a powerful and ingpenioui reaaener. To gnnt 
tpiicltneai of appiehennon lie added uncoomon aolidity of ju^inent ; while, m 
a public apenker, be wai ready, and occaaioually impreMTB ; without being de- 
clamatory. Hii moit oelelMBted diiplay mu mads in 1T2S, at the trial of Car- 
negie of Fintiaveo, indicted fur tbe murder of the eart of StrathaMtc Mr 
DmidM, who wai oppoeed on that oocaHtni to Ihincan Foibea of Culloden, Ifcen 
lord adrocate, oooductod tbe defence with great ability, and had the merit, not 
only cJ'iATuig tbe life of hi« client, but of eatabliahiog, or rslber rettoriay, the 
right of a jury in Scotland to return a general verdict on tile guilt or inuoe^MM 
of the socuBed, An abuae, origiBating in bad tinea, bad ci«pt in, wber^y the 
pioTince of the jury waa limited to a T«rdict of finding the tuBU char^ied pro- 
ven, or tud proven, Uaring it to (ha court to determiiw by a praliminarf jiidg- 
meitt on the relerancy, whether tfaoie facti, if prored, comtituted the oime laid 
in tbe iodictment. In thii paitiuilar caae, the fact waa, that tbe eai4 of Sxatb> 
more bad been aoudanlally run through tbe body, attd killed, in a draaken 
•^uriible ; tbe blow baring been aimed at another of the party, who had giren 
great prorocation. Ihe oeurt, in Aeir preUnuBary judgneot en the ivierancy, 
found that tbe facta, aa aet fbnh in die indictiseDt, if proved, neie ti^fJent to 
infer the "paint of lata,"— -m, in otbra wordi, that they amounted toamnfer; 
— and therefore they dlowed the pub&c pmaeoitor to prove hit ca«e bebne the 
jury, and the accuaed to addooe a proof in exculpation. Had the jury confined 
thMselvea to the mere ^oeation whether or not the lada dated in tbe indict- 
ment iiere proved, the life of 9b Carnegie would bave been forfeited. But 
Air Dunddf, nitb great Bcutenem and intrepidity, eKpaaed nod denounced thja 
encroaduneut on tbe privileges of the jury, wMdi be tetced to tbe despotic 
reigni of Cbarlfla II,, and hii brother Jamea IL ; and lucceeded in obtaining a 
verdict of not guilty. Siirae that trial, no uiailar att^pt hai been made to 
interfere with juriet. Ihe trial, which ii in other reapedi inttrerting, will be 
found repwtediDAmat 'a CoUei^ion of oelebiated Criminal Trialt; and in pre- 
paring- that report, it nppean, that Mr Amot wii favoured, by tbe tecond lord 
preeident Uundai, with his reoollectioBi, Iron memory, of what bia father bad 
nid, together nilb the abort notea from whidi Mr Dundai bimielf ipdie. These 
nolei pi<eve, that, in piepuiing biniaelf, ha merely jotted down, in a few eei>< 
tencei, ihe beadi of bis argument, trualing to hii exlen^icraneow eloquenoe fcr 
Ihe illuitntioni. 

In hii judidal cecity, lord Anuston wai dittingniArd no leM by the vigour 
of his mind a»d hia knowledge of the Uw, than by hii (tnct beoovr and inflexi- 
ble integrity. U faai been laid of him, that hii depertmeot on the bench wai 
fori>iddit>g attd dingvee^bi ; bi« al&M^ hi from being liable cr p w pcmea- 
aing in hja inaanen, be wai mudi liked by thoM viht> enjoyed hii frienddiip ; 
and wni remarkable Ihrougliout hii life, for a conTtvinI ti 
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sionally to dlMipation Some aQofniMS, bowercr, nuMt be mnde i«r du nnii- 
nert of dw Usw, and for the great btltuda in tbair aoaaX enjoymaiti, wUdi it 
Hiu tha fiwbioB of tlM Edinbui^ Utryen of tfaa lut eeDtury, to albw- ihti^ 
■elTCt. It U to be regretted that lord Amuton wm not rsiwd to the jHreekleiUH 
chair earlier in life. He ncceeded Iwd preudent Fnbfla, oee of the meat 
illuBtriou* aod eminent m«B aha eier held that place ; and it is net tberefoie 
rer; wonderfu], thtt, far adranced in life m pnudent Dundai wii, he ihouM 
sot bare been i^ile to dindwige the dotiei of hi« important office, with jdl Ibe 
dignity and energy of his bigUy-^fted fnietieutw. 

Lord Amiaton m tmee mnried ; firat, to Elimbeth, danghl^r <tf Robert 
Watwn of Muirhauae, by whom ha left Robert, aftamrda Iwrd prcwdent of the 
court of ieaion, and two daughters ■ and lecondly, to Anna, doi^fater of Sir 
Robert Gordon, of Inrergordon, bart, by -whom be left four Mm, and one 
daughter. One of the mmt of this aeeoDd raarriage waa Henry, lAermnh railed 
to the peerage under the title of krd riico«Bt Melrille, 

Dmnua, HoasaT, irf Armston, lord pveiideiit of the court of khIod, the 
eldest ton of the fint lord preudent Dundaa, by Stivbeth, daughter oi Robert 
Wataon of Uuirhouae, wu bom on Ihe 18th of July, 1713. When at idiool 
and at cidlege he wia a good leholar ; but aflerwardi wiu never known to read 
through a ba<^, and leldoui evea l« look into one, uide« from curionty, whm 
he happened to be acqnaisied with tiie aDihor. It ma the cnrtotn at Ihe period 
when the tubjtet of this mentoir reeeiyed hii education, for Scottiih gentlenen, 
inlended for the higher mlka <rf the l^al proftaion, to itudy the Roman law 
at the idMMli on the continent, where that law wai then taught with ranch cele- 
brity. Yotn^ Da>d», Ihereftn*, after acquiring tke elementary brandiea of hit 
education, under the care of a domeaUc tutor, and at the Khooli and univenity of 
Edinbiv|^, proceeded to UtredK,towarda the dote of the year 1733, in order to 
proncote hii legal itudiea at that famoos uniToraily, He ranained abrood dar- 
ing four yean ; spending his academical racatioDsin Tisiling Paris, and serenil 
of the principal towns and citiee in Franee, and the Low Countrie*. 

He letumed to Scotland iu the year 1737, and in the year following, became 
a member of the faculty of adTotates. Hii ItiM public appearances suffidently 
pniTed that be bod inherited the geniua and abilities of his family ; hii elo> 
qnence was copiona ftttd animated ; Iris argamenta conrincing and ingenioui ; 
while enn his most unpremeditated pl«»dingi were dSatingiiiibed by their me- 
thodical arrangement In consultation bis opinion* were marlted by aound 
judgment and grant acuteaesa; while hia tenadous memory enabled him with 
&cility and readiness to dte preoedenta and authorities. Although endowed by 
nature with rery conaiderable tolenla for public speaking, yet he not only neg- 
lected Ihe atndy of composition, but contemned the art of elocution. In hit 
pleadings, howerer, as well as in his coitrenation, he displayed a great deal of 
foncy and inTontioo, which the itrength and Boundneu of his judgment enabled 
him to reatmin within due bounds. In spite of his want of application, and a 
strong propensity to pleaatire and dissipation, he rose rapidly into practice at 
the bar. Bnt fivm the courae nhtdi he adopted, it seems to hare been hii in- 
tention, without rendering himself a slare to bodncM, to nttain (uch a high 
placo in hia profession, ai ahoold entitle him to eariy promotioo. Acting on 
this principle, he nsdally declined, except in rery important cases, to prepare 
Uioaa writlMi Readings and arguments whidi at that time, and ualil lately, 
were ao well known in the court of aenion. The laboni' attending this part of 
hii ptofearioDal doty be litlt to be iiborae. For the same reason he was occu*. 
tomed to return many of the briefs which were sent to him ; confiniDg Ilia prac- 
tice to noted cases, or sudi aa exdted genetal interest. In this manner, wlih- 
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out undeigtong the utoal drudgery oftha bar, be acquired s degree of celebrity 
and diitlnedon, which opened to him, nt a period remcrkably early in hit 
earner, the higfaett honoun of hii profe«ion. In September 1713, when he 
had jiut entered hii tweDty-ninlh year, he was appointed ■olidlor-geneml fur 
Scotland. He liad obtained thii appointment under the Carteret adminiitrHlicn, 
and therefore, in I74G, when the Felham party gained the ascendancy, he re< 
■igned thi* c^ce along with the minittry; but in the tame year, (m bad bni>- 
pened to hit bther under similar ciraiuutancet,) he wni honoured by one of the 
ttrongeat markt of admiroUon which hit brethren at the bar could confer ; bar- 
ing been, at the early ago of thirty>three, elected dean of the faculty of advo- 
catea; which office he continued to hold until the year I7G0., when he yna 
eleraled to the bencli. 

In the beginning of tlie year 1754, Mr Dundat noi returned to parliament 
at member for the county of Edinbur^, and in the folloiving tummer ha nai 
appointed lord adrocate for Scotland. During the isncoroui contention of par- 
tiei which at that time dirided tlie country, it wai icarcely poiaible to oeapo 
obloquy, and Mr Dundat thared in the odium cut upon the reit of hit party by the 
oppoaition ; but it may be truly affirmed of him, that in no inttance did he twerre 
frcm hit principles, or countenance a mestuiv which he did not beliCTe to be 
conducive to Iho general welfare of the country. He tuflbred mudi in the 
opinion of a numerous parly in Scotland on account of hit ttrenuout opposition 
to the embodying of the militia in that part of the kingdom. The alarm of in- 
vasion from Fiance, occasioned by the tmall eKpeditions whidi tometimei 
threatened our coasts, hod led to numerous meetings tbrou^out the country to 
petition parliament in favour of the ettablishment of a militia force for the de- 
fence of Scotland. Theie were cogent reason^ honever, why these petitions 
should not be acceded to. The country was tCill in a very luiimproved condi- 
tion; agriculture neglected, and manufactures in their infancy ; nhlle tlie in- 
habitants irere at yet but little accustomed to the trommels of patient industry. 
In sudi circumttancet, to put artnt into their handt had a tendency to reTii~e 
that martiAl spirit wfaidi it wai the great object of government to repress. Hie 
embodying of the militia wsi farther objectionable, inasmuch ot the disaffected 
partitans of the Stuart family, althoi^h tubdued were by no meant recondled to 
the fiimily of Hanover ; and, therefore, to arm the militia, would have been in 
eftect so &r to counteract the wiie measure of disarming the Highlanders, which 
had proved to efficadout in tranquilizing the northern dittrids of the kingdom. 
Mr Dundas's opposition to the propoeal for embodying a militia in Scotland wot 
thut founded on grounds of obvious expediency ; any riik of foreign invasion 
being more than counterbalanced by tlie lUU greater evil of a domestic force on 
nhich government could not implicitly rely, and wliicli might by potsibilily 
have joined rather than opposed the invaderi. The lenon taught by the rebel- 
lion in Ireland, in 1707, has unce illustrated the danger of trusting arms in llie 
hands of the turbulent and diiafTscted, and has fully established the witdom of 
Mr Dundas's oppoaition to a umilnr measure in Scotland. 

On the 14th of June, 1760, Mr Dundat nas appointed lord president of the 
court of tattion, the highest judicial office in Scotland. When be reoeired 
this appoiotmcnt, tome doubtt were entertained how far, notwithstanding his 
acknowledged and great abilities, he poesetted that power of application, and 
that measure of astiduity which are the Ant requititet for the due ditcharge of 
the duties of the high office he filled. Pond of social intercourse, and having 
risen to eminence as a lawyer by the almott unassisted ttrength of bit natural 
talents, he had hitherto submitted with reluctance to the labour of his profet- 
sion. But it ^edily became evident, that one striking feature in hit duracter 
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IT taken hu icat ni piyj^dent, 
itb tin ardout wbicli had been 
rarely exhibited by die ablett sod moit diligent of hii predeceuon ; and with 
a peiMTeraDce nbtch continued nnebated until hij death. So unwearied aad 
aDxioui \m hia application lo the buiincM of the court, that he (ucceeded in 
diaposin^ of an urear of coute* which had accumulated during a periud of Jive 
•cssionc This taik he accomptiihed in the couna of ttie itmuner union of 
17G0, and that without interrupting or impeding' the current businen of tlie 
court ; and while he presided, no limilar arrenr erer occurred. 

Fretident Dundai was diilinguiihed by great dignity and mbanliy. In delir- 
«ring hit opinioni on the bench, he iiai c^m and Mnatorial ; OToidingpthe error 
into wh[ch the judgei in Scotland are too apt to fall, nnmely, that of expreuing 
themielres irith the impatience and vehemence of debaterg eager to lupport a 
particular aide, or to conrince or refute their opponents in an argumenL Im- 
prened with a conriction that *nch a «tyle i« ill *uited for the bench, president 
Dundai confined hinuelf to a calm and diipnuionale aummory of the leading 
fact* of the ctue, followed by an announcement, in forcible, but unadorned lan- 
guage, of the legal principle which ought, in hi* apprehension, to rule the de- 
ciiion. To the liar, he conducted hinuelf with uniform attention and reipect 
a demeanour, on the port of the bench, to which, in former times, the Scottiih 
bar was but little accuatimied ; and eren at this day, the deportment of the 
Scottiih judgei lo the couniel practiiing I^efore them, ii apt to Eurpriie thote who 
hare had opportunitiei of obierving the courtesy unifonnly diiplnyed by the Eng^ 
liah judgei in their interoourie with the bar. Preaident Dundai listened irilh 
patience to tlie reasonings of counsel ; he neither anticipated the arguments 
of the pleader, uor interrupted him with queationi ; but left hint to ilate hia 
caie without interferenua, unlea when nmtter eridenlly irreleront waa intro- 
duced, or any offence committed against the dignity of the court. In this I 
particular, he waa lufBciently punctilioui, riitting the alighteat ij-raptom of dit- 
reapect to the bench, witli tlie serereit animndTertion. While he nat thua con- 
•Innt in hia anxiety to jmpcore the sdminiatration of juatice, and to inaure due 
reipect for hia own court, he wna wrupuloualy ottentJve in rerieiiing the deci- 
■iona, and natdiful tn tlie auperin tendance of the conduct of the inferior judgea. 
He also treated with the greateit rigour every initance of malvenation or chi- 
canery in the oJficen or inferior proctilionen in the courla. No cnlumnioua or 
itiiquitoua proiecution, aud no attempt to pervert the forma of law, to the pur- 
poiM of opprenion, eluded hia penetrntion, or escaped his marked reprehenuon. 

A diaregard or contempt for literary attainments hoi been brought ai a cliarge 
against preaident Dundaa ; and a limilar charge wai, with lesa juatice, oilertrardi 
mode againit hia celebrated brother, lord Helrille. Thii peculiarity was the 
more remaikable in the president, because in early life he hod prosecuted those 
studies nhidi are uaually termed liteiary, with adrantage and auccesi. In his 
youth he had made great proficiency in clanicnl learning ; and si his memory 
retained bilhfully whatever he had once acquired, it waa not unusual nith him, 
even towards the close of hii Ufe, in hii ipeediei from the bench to cite and ap- 
ply, with much propriety, the meet striking pasKigea of the ancient outhon. 

Having attained the advanced age of TS yeara, president Dundaa was seized 
with a severe and mortal illness, which, although of short continuance, ito* 
violent in its nature ; and he died at his house in Adnm Square, Edinburgh, on 
the ISth of December, 1767 ; haring borne hia aufieringa iiith great mngnnni- 
niity. He retained the perfect enjoyment of his faculties until his death, .md 
wai in the active discharge of his official duties down till tite date of his last ill- 
ness, He was interred in the Cimily borial-phce at Borthnick. The body waa 
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■Ueoded to Iha ouUkirU ot the tity by a |wocMutw owiiutiiifr of bU the pnblio 
bodiM in tiwir rab«i and ■■fiyi". 

We cannot mora appropriaUlf tHoto thii imperfect iketdi, than by KibjoinlDg 
tbe teiUmony bonM to the high talenla and manj rirtuM of praiideDt Duadaa, iu 
the funeral (ermon preached on the^unday following hia interment " But by 
111, my brakhren," the preacher obaerred, ''he wa* known for other nituei. 
The public bare loat a father and friend. We raw him in the mora prinUe 
wallu of life, and e^ierienced the warmth of hii altadiment, or tbe blewingi of 
hia protection. The lame ardour of mind that marked hia public (dmracter, 
descended with him to hii retirement, to enliTen hia demotion, and [ffompt hii 
Ewneiolence. Attached to tbe ordinaucea of religion, and active in thi dutiei aa 
a member of the chiin:h, he wu jtudioui to giro yon, in thia holy place, an ex- 
ample of that public rererence whidi li due from all to tbe Fslber of their api> 
tits. HoepitaUe in hij diapoeition, attentiTe in hia manner, liToly in hia oen- 
Tenalion, and iteady in hia friandahipa, he was peculiarly fonued to aecure the 
eateeiu of hii acquaintance, and to promote the inteicoune of aocial life. The 
poor, who mourn for hia lorn, and hia domeitica, who haja grown <dd in hia 
ictrice, testify tbe general humanity (tf hia mind. But hia family alone, and 
tboie who hare leeu him mingling with them in the tendemeM of domeitic en- 
dearment, knew the warmth ^hia paternal aSectJoni." — ''Such were tbe quali- 
ties that adorned the illuitrioiu judge whose death we now deplore. If be had 
hia failings, (and the lot of humanity, alaa 1 waa alao his,) they were the failing* 
of a great mind, and sprang from the aame impetuosity of temper which waa the 
source of his noblest rirtuesi But they ara now gone to the drear abode of fcr- 
getfulness ; while his better qualities lire in the heaita of the good, and will 
descend in tbe records of fame, to rouse the emulation of distant agca." 

President Dundas waa tivice married, firat to Henrietta, daughter of Sir Jamea 
Carmichael Baillie, of Lamington, Bart, by whom be leift four daughtei* ; and 
secondly, Tth September, 1756, at Frestongiange, to Jane, daughter of William 
Grant of Frestongiange, an excellent nan, and good lawyer, who rose to- Ibe 
bench under the title of lord Preatongrai^e. By hia aec<md lady he left four 
B<mt and two daughten, of whom Robert, tbe eldest son, waa suocesaiTely lord 
advocate and lord chief baron ot tbe oouit of exdequer in Scotland. 

DeiiDia, RoBEBT, of Amiston, lord chief baron of the court of exchequer, 
eldest ton of the second lord president Dundas, by Uiss Grant, youngest dw|^ 
ter of William Grant, lord Frestongiange, was bom on the Gth of June, 17GS. 
like his diatiuguiabed predecetson, he was educated fw the legal profession, 
and became a member of tbe faculty of adTocates in the year IT79. When Mr 
^fterworda Sir llay) Campbell was promoted to the office of lord advocate, lUr 
Dundas, at a very early age, succeeded him aa stdicitiU' genetal ; and aAeiwards 
in 1789, on Sir Day's eloTalion to the pieBdent's chair, Mr Dundaa, at the age 
of 31, was appointed lord advocate. Thia office he held for tnelre yean, dur- 
ing which time he sat in ppi-linfimnt aa member fwr the county of Edinburgh,: 
and on tbe reeignation of chief baron Hontgomeiy in tbe year 1801, be was 
appointed his succecsor. 3Ir Dundaa sat as chief baron until within m shmt 
time of bis death, which happened at Amiston, on tbe 17[h of June, 1819, in 
the G2nd year of hia age. Ha had preriously resigned bis office, and it hap- 
pened tliat Sic Samuel Shepherd, who succeeded him, took his seat on the 
beudi on the day on which Mr Dundas died. 

Without those striking and more brilliant talents for whidi hia father and 
grandfather wera distinguidied, diief baron Dundaa, in addition to excellent 
abilities, possessed, iu an eminent degree, the graces of mildness, modoationj 
niid ollaliilitj j and descended to the gisve, it is belioTed, more uniremlly 
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lond Bod lEiinent«d, tliaii any preceding laember of liia family. Thii » the 
mora remarkable, nlieii it ii bome in mind that he heM the reiponiible office of 
lord adrocata during a period of unexampled difficulty, tuid of great political ex- 
citement and asperity. Hii popularity) howerer, mu not attributable to any 
mnt of fiimneM and reiolution in tbe discharge of bii public dutiei ; but arose 
in a great nieaaim, from bii liberal toleration for difference in political opinion, 
at a time when that Tirtue wa« rare in Scotland ; and from hia mild and gentle- 
manlike deportment, whidi ttbi calculated no len to disarm his political oppo- 
neota, than to endear him to his friends. It would have been imposaible, per- 
haps, fn^ any one of his professional contemporaries to hnre been Uio imme^ate 
agent of goremment in the triids of Muir, Skirving, and Palmer, without creat- 
ing infinite public odium. 

As chief baron, Mr Dundai was no less estimable. The Scottish court of ex- 
chequer nerer opened a rery extensire field fbr the display of judicial talent ; 
but whererer, in the administratloii of the business of that court, it appeared 
that the offender had erred from ignorance, or from mitappreheDsion of th« 
rennuo statutes, we found Ihe diief baron disposed to mitigate the rigour of the 
law, and to interpoee his good offices on behalf of the suArer. It was In prl- 
TBle life, howerer, and within the drcle of his own family and friends, that the 
TJrtues of this excellent man were chiefiy oonspicuous, and that his 1o« was most 
iCTerely felt. Of him it may be said, as was emphatically said of one of b!s 
brethren on the bendi — " be died, leaving no good man his enemy, and attend- 
ed with that sincere aegret, which only thoee can hope for, who ^isre occupied 
the like important stations, and acquitted themselraa so well." 

Chief baron Dnndas married his cousio-german, the honourable Miss Dundas, 
daughter of Henry, the first lord Tiseount Melnlls, by whom he left three sons, 
■nd two daughters ; Robert, an advocate, and bis sncceuor in the estate of Ar- 
niston ; Henry, an ol9cer in the navy ; and William Pilt, His eldest daugbtei 
b the wife of John Borthwick, e*q. of Crookston. 

Daiana, David, general Sir, was bom near Edinburgh, about the year 
173S, His fttber, who was a respectable merchoDt in Edinburgh, was of ihe 
hmily of Dnndas of Dundas, tbe head of the name in Scotland ; by tbe mother's 
dde he vi» related to the fint lord Melville. This distinguished member of a 
great famUy had commenced the study of medidne, but changing his intentions, 
ha entered the army in the year 1759, nnder the auspices of hi* uncle, general 
David Wataon. I^is able officer had been appointed to make a survey of tbe 
Highlands of Scotland, and he was engaged in planning and inspecting tbe mill. 
lary roadi through that part of the country. While engaged in this arduous un- 
dertaking, he chose young Dundas, and the celebrated general Roy, afterwards 
^piarter«uis(er-genend in Great Britain, to be his assistants. To this appoint- 
ment was added that of a lieutenancy in the engineers, of which his uncle was 
at that time senior captain, holding the nnlc of Ueutenant-oolonel in the army. 

In tbe year 1759, Dundas obtained a troop in the regiment of liglit horte 
raised by colonel Elliot, and with that gallant corps, he embarked for Germany, 
where he acted as aid-de-camp to colonel EllioL In that capadty be afterwards 
accompanied general Elliot in the expedition seat out in the year 1763, under 
the oommand of the earl of Albemarle, agaioit tbe Spanish colonies In the West 
Indies. On the asih May, 1770, he wai promoted to the majority of Oie 15th 
dragooiM, and from that corps he was remcred to the 9nd regiment of horse on 
the Irish eriablishment, of whkb be obtaioed the lieotenant-colonelcy. 

It was t« tbe ministerial influence of general Watson that colonel Dundas 
owed his rapid promotion ; and he iKnr obtained, Ibroogh the same interest, a 
italTappiHDtmeDt as quarter-master-general in Ireland. He was alfO aUoned to 
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mII hii oommUNon in the dragoon*, and at the nme time to retain lii* rank In 
tte anny. He aAerwikrdi exchanged hii appointment for that of adjutaiil-gea> 
eral, and in 1781 he wot promoled to the rank of colonel 

Shortly after the pence of 1733, Frederick king of Fnmia haring^ ordereil x 
grand reviBw of the whole forcei of hii kingdoin, tlie attention of military meu 
throughout Europe wu lUrBCted to a icene so iplendid. Amongst othen, colo- 
nel Dundu, having obtained leare of aliKiice, repaired to the plitini of PoU- 
dam, and by obMrration aud reflection on what lie there mir, he laid the foun- 
datioD of that perfect knowledge of military laOio, which he ofUrti-ardj pub- 
liihed under the title of " Prindplei of Military MoTementi, chiefly applicabla 
to Infantry." 

In the year I7D0, colonel Dundai wa> promoted to the rank of nuyor-genertil, 
and in the following year, he hu appointed colonel of the 3Snd regiment of 
inrantry, on whidi he reaigned (he adjutanl-|reneralihip of Ireland. 

Preiiou* to the publication of general Dundoi' work on military tactica, tho 
military manuuTrei of the army were regulated by eadi nicceeding conuoander- 
iu-diief ; while eren the manual exerclte «f the loldier roried with the fancy 
of the commanding ofBcer of the regimenL The diiadTontagei attending so ir- 
regular a lyalem ii obriout ; for when two regiment* were brought into the tame 
garriion or camp, tbey could not act together unlil a temporary uniformity of 
•xerdte had been eatabliihed. To remedy thete defect* in our tactic*, hi* mo- 
jeaty, GecM^ IlL, to whom general Dundna' work waa dedicated, crdered 
regulation* to be drawn up from hi* book, for the u*e of the army ; and accord- 
ingly in June, 179S, a lyitem waa promulgated, under the title of" Rulei and 
RegulatioDi for the formation*, field-exerciM*, and morement* of hii Majetty^ 
force* ; with an injunction that the lyitem ihould be tfrictly followed and ad- 
Iiered to, without any derintioa whataoerer : and «uch order* a* are formed la 
interfera with, or counteract their eflecta or operation, are couidered hereby 
cancelled and annulled." " The Ilulee and RegulaUoni for the CaTalry " were 
a]*o planned by general Dundai. It ia therefore to him that tre are indebted 
for the lint and moat important step* which nete talcen to bring ihe Britiih army 
to (bat high state of diiciplino wliich now rcnden it the moat efildent army in 

At the commencement of llie late irar, general Dundai w.u put on the itafl^ 
and in autumn 1793, he itai lent out to command a body of troop* at Toulon, 
While on Ibii lerrice, he wai selected to lead a force ordered to diilodge Ihe 
French from the height* of Arenei, which conunanded the town ; and although 
ha wcceeded in driving the enemy from their batteriea, ilill the Frendi were 
too (Irong fcv Ihe number of Britiih employed in the aernce, and he wa* uhi- 
mately driren back ; and Toulon being consequently deemed untonable, lord 
Hood judged it prudent to embark the troopi and aoil for Coriica. Soon afier 
the expedition had elfbcted a landing in that iiland, lome miiundentanding 
haring ariien between general Dunda* and admiral Hood, the former returned 

Oeneml Dundai immediately returned to the continent, and serred under the 
duke of York in Holland; and Id the brilliant action of the 10th ofitlay, 
1794, at Touroay, he< greatly diatinguiihed himielf. During the unfortonate 
retreat of the Britiih army, which ended in the erocuation of the Dutch terri- 
tory, general Dundai acted with much ikill and great gallantry, and on the re- 
turn of general Horcouit to England, the command of the Britiihanny darolred 
upon bim. Haring wintered in the neighbourhood of Bremen, he embailied 
the remnant of the Britiih force* on board the fleet on the 14th of April, 1795, 
and returned home. 
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In December, 1795, gsneml DuiidAt mu rcmoTed from the command of llie 
3Sd foot, to Ihat of tTie 7th dntgoona^ Ha woi alio appoiuted gorcmor of 
Languard-fort, and on the nnignation of general Morriion, he mu nominnted 
quarter-ma ittr-general of the Britidi nrmy. 

In the expedition to Holland in the year 1799, general Dundat irtu one of 
the general officers lelected by the commander-in-chief; and lis had his full 
•hnre in the octioni of that unfortunate csmpaign. On the death of Sir Balpli 
Abercrombie, general Dundai lucceeded him in the comioand of the Sd North 
Britiih drogoont, and alao in the gOTentnient of Foits George and Atiguitut. 
In die iiunmer of 1301, he n'ai lecond in command of the fine army of 
9S,000 men, ivhich astenibled in Bagshot heath ; and made uncommon ex 
tion« to bring it to the liigli itate of diicipiine which it diipUyed on the day it 
ma* rerien'ed before hii majeity, George IH., and ihe coyol family. 

On the 18th of March, 1903, he reaigned the quarter-mnitor-generalihip, 
and ivat put on the staff ai second in command under the duke of York, nhen 
hii majesty iniesled hira with tlie riband of the order of the Bath. In the year 
1604, he Tvai appointed goremor of Cbeltea Hoepital, and on the l*t June 
of that year, he, along nilh many others, v,iim installed at a knight of the Bath 
in I[enry VlL'i cliapeL On the 18th of March, 1609, ho succeeded the duke 
of York a* commandei^in-cliief of tlie forces, ivhich high appointment be held 
for two yenn. Ha was made a member of the privy council and colonel of the 
9Sth regiment Tlie last of the many marks of royal farour conferred on blm, 
Ris the colonelcy of the 1 st dragoon guards. 

General Dundaa died on the 18th of February, 1390, and ncs succeeded in 
^it eMatei by his nephevr, Sir Bobert Dundat of Beechwood, Bart. 

Domus, the right honourable Henry, riscount MelriUe and baron Dun- 
ra, was bom in the year 1741. He mii the ion of the first, and brother to 
(he second, Robert UundM of Aniiiton, eadi of iriiom lield the high trifice of 
lord president of the court of session. His father's family, as has been men- 
tioned in (he notice of Sir Jame* Dundaa of Amiiton, derired their origin from 
the very ancient family of Dundas of Dunda* ; his mother was Ihe daughter of 
Sir Hobert Gordon of InTer^rdoc, Bart After receiTing the preliminary 
branches of education at the high idiool and unirenity of £dinburg^, and 
baring gone through tlie usual course of legal study, Mr Dundas was admitted a 
meuiber of the faculty of advocates in the year 1763. It ia rebted of him that 
after paying the expenses of his education and liis adntiwon to the faculty, he 
had juat sixty pounds of his patrimony remaining. He commenced hi* profes< 
•ional career in chambers situated at the bead of the Fleth-raaricet close of 
EdinbiRgh ; and such was the moderate accommodation of Scottish lawyers in 
thofe days, that his rooms did not even front Ihe High ilreet. The meanness 
trfhia apartments, hoirerer, is to be attributed rather to the habits of the times, 
and the state of I^dinbuTgh, titan to pecuniary obstacles, or to any d[stnut of 
success; for the member of a family so well connected in the country, and so 
bighly distinguished in the courts before which Mr Dunda* proposed to practise, 
ODJoyed every advantage which a young laivyer could hare desired as an intm- 
ductlon to his profession. In Mr Dundas these recommendation* uere happily 
combined wilh great talents and persevering application to business ; so that, 
although he did not resist the temptations to gaiety and dissipation which beset 
him, he on no occasion allowed the pursuit of pleasure or amusement, to inlei'- 
fere with the due discharge of his professional duties. Nor did he lose any op- 
pcntunity which presented itself of cultivating his oratorical powers. With Ihat 
riew he early availed himself of the opening afforded for that species of display, 
in the nnnuol sitting! of the general asMmbly of tbe church of Scotland. A* a 
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laj member of tint renerable body, Mr Duiidai g^Ts a foietute a[ that imuilj 
eMquenca and addreo, which in afler life nndend him the able coodjaUo' of 
'iii Fitt Id the management of the houw of common* during a period oT unex- 
ampled difficulty. 

The fint olHdal appointment whidk Mr Dnndai beld, waa that of one of the 
Mteaon to the magiatratei of the city of Edinburgh. He wa« aflerwardi do- 
pute-odvocate, that ii, one of the three or four barruten who, by delegation 
from the lord pdvocate, prepfire indictinenia, attend criminal triab, both in 
Edinbuigh and on the circuit! of the high court of judiciary ; and in general, 
diKbai^, under the lord adrocnte, hii function of public proiecutbr. The «f< 
ftco of aolidtor geoeral tot Scotland, wai the next ttep in Hr Dundai' promo- 
tion ; and with regard to thii part of hia career it ii uifBcient to obiert^, that 
hii iound judgment, aagacity, and prompt diicemment ni a laivyer, obtained for 
his pleading) the respect and attention of the ablest judgM on the bench, (no 
tmall pniw, conaidering the manner in which the beodi of the oouit of lemion 
nrns at that time occupied,) and held out to him the certainty of the highest 
honoun of the profenion in Scotland, bad be limited hii ambition to that 

To the high eittmation in whidi Mr Dundaa wbi held, at a period eompara- 
liroly early in life, lord Kamea bean flattering tettimony in the dedication to 
hia " Elucidation! of the common and atatute law of Scotland." That dedica- 
tion ii dated in 17T7, and the following ara the tenm in itliich this dlttin- 
guiihed lawyer and philosopher addresses Mr Dundai : — " Though law hai 
been my chief employment in a long and laborioua Lfe, I can, hnwerer, addrou 
my young friend without even a blush, requefliog hii patronage to this little 
wotlc. As in some instances it pretend* to divent from established practice, I 
know few men, young or old, who hare your candour to moke truth welcome 
against tbeir own prepoaenions ; still fewer who hare your talents to make It 
triumph orer the prepostenion of odiers." Mr Boewelt, the biographer ot 
Johnson, ftimishes another contemporary account of Mr Dondas aa a Scottish 
barrister, which is equally laudatory. In reference to the celebrated case of 
Knight, the negro, who claimed his f&^edmn aa a coniequence of setting hii 
foot on the soil of Scotland, Mr BosweH, irriting abo under the date of 1777, 
mentions that Mr Dundas had volunteend his aid to Knight. The leading 
lairyers were retained on both sides, and exerted tbemselrea to the utlermeet, 
■nd the following is Hr Boawell's account of the impression made od him by 
Mr Dundas' eloquence : " Mr Dundas' Scottish accent, whidt has been lo often in 
vain obtruded as an abjection to his powerful abilities in parliament, was no dis- 
advantage to him In his own country. And I do dedare, that upon this 
uamorable question, he impressed me, and I believe all his audience, with 
such feelingii as were produced by some of the most eminent oration* of anti- 
quity. This testimony I blierBlly giro to the ezcellenoe of an old friend, with 
whom it has been my lot to difler Tory widely upon many political topics ; yet 
I persuade myself, without malice, a grent majority of the Iwds of lessioD de- 
rided for the negro " — BotvxlFt Johnfon, 

We have now reached a stage of Mr Dundas' lift, at which he mny be abnost 
said to haTB taken leare of the Scottish bar, and of law as o profession, end to 
Hare entered on a scene where objects of still higher ambition presented them- 
selves. In 1771, he stood candidate for the county t>f Edinbtngh in the gen- 
eral election of that year, and was returned )■ oppa«(Ion to the ministerial 
influence. But he soon joined the party then In poirer, and became a strenuous 
supporter of lord North's administration. He frequently spoke in the house of 
commons, and notwilhatandiog the disadrantages of an ungraceful manner, and 
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a provinciid oeotat, ha ivtf nlnaya Uitened to with atteDtioD, ou aceount of tha 
cUarnesi of hi* itaUinentt and tlu weight of liii arguments. . M a nvmti for 
bii aernces, he mu, in 1775, appointed loid adrocuta of Scotland, on the el^ 
ration of Sii Jamat Montgomery to tha offioa of lord chiaf banw ; and In 
1777, he obtained the ainecure appointment of keeper of tiie kii^fa ligDet for 
ScotliUKL 

Tlie lord adrocata hold* the higliert political office in Scotland, and ia alnaya 
expected to hare a aeot in parliament, where he dlMdiargee aomething mawn 
bling the duties of secretary of stale for that quarter of tlw kingdom. And Mr 
Uundas, from the lime of Iiia oblaining this appmnlmen^ apprara to ham darotad 
hii chief attention to public busiuen and party p<^tic*. Tha eontcDtioiia 
among political partial ran rery high towards tha cloaa of lord North'* admin- 
istration i but suppwtad by tha king, that nobleman waa Itwg enabled to hold 
out ogoinit tile unpopularity occasioned by tha diaaitroui pn^reas of the Ameri- 
can umr, aggrarated by the eloquent inrectire* of an oppowtion, perhaps the 
moat lateut^d which any British ministry cTer enconntered. The result of tha 
unfortunala oimpaign of 17tJl, howeTer, compelled lord North to resign. Mr 
Duudna hod supported bis adiuinistnition ; hut at the Mune time, by maintaining 
n cautious forbearanca during this ardufHis struggle for power, be iDgiatialad 
hiinaelf uith oil parties. Nor ia it uninteresting to obserre the manner in which 
at tliLs period he met the oppoaitiou of Mr Pitt, then a young man, in hii 
tiventy-lint year ; but nho, eren at that eaHy age, na* so remarkably gifted, 
that a nun tcT Mr Dundoi* penetration na* at no has to foresee and to predict 
Ilia apeedy rite to the higheat political distinction. We quote from Tc^iline'a 
life of that great atatesnum, "The lord adrocata, (Mr Dunda*) ivho had been a 
uniform supporter of- tha American war, and vraa one of tha ablest debaten in 
Girour of the administration, replied to Mr Pitt After adverting, in general 
terms, to aareKil penons who had token part in the debate, ha proceeded thus, 
ivitli a sort of prophetic eulogy — ' Ilia honourobla gentlemnn who sptdie last, 
cloiuu my particular approbation. I am mmilling to My to that honourable 
gentlemau'a face, trtiat truth would esact fiom ue nere ha abiant ; but eren 
now, however unusual it may be, I nuut declare, that I Bhd myself impellad to 
rejoice in ilie good fortune of 'my country, and my fellow luhjecta, who are 
destinad, nt some fiittire day, to deriTe tha moft important serrieaa from so hap- 
py a uiiiou of fint-rate abiliUe*, high int^rity, bold ond honest iiulependeiicjr 
of oooduct, and the most penuaaire eloquence.* " 

M'lien the ihll of lord North's administnticm became certain, Mr Dundai' 
knowledga of public huaineH, and hia intimatA acquaintance ivith the state of 
Uie nation, rendered him a most valuable accession to the new admiuistnulon. 
Fie lield no oftice, hotverer, except that of l<Hd adTOcate under the Bodiingham 
iiiiiiiUry ; but the diaaenaiona in the c^inet whidi followed the death of lord 
Hockinglinin, and the promotion of lord Shelburne to the premienhip, made 
way for Mr Uundns, who, in 1783, \mt appmnlad treaaurer of the Nary. The 
administration under which he thus accepted olSca iiat hoiTerer speedily dis- 
pt.-iced by the celebrated coalition administration ; on the formation of which 
nir Dundaa reaigned, and becante the able coadjutor of Mr Pitt, in his op- 
pinition to tha measures proposed by Mr Fox and lord North. At that time 
public aUention wns turned very mucli to India, in tha hope apparently, that In 
that quarter of the globe the country miglit Sud something to counleibalanco 
the loss of our Aiuerican colonies. The complaints of misgOTamment in India 
uere very loud. The British conquests In that country were at the aame time 
rapidly exieiidiiig ; and, at last, the disaensiona in the supreme council of Ben- 
gal rendered it necenary to bring the subject before poHianienL In April, 
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1783, on the motion of lord North, a wcret oonunitla* wai appointod to inqiiin 
into the oau*ei of llie wKr in India, and tha unfarourable ilato of the companj^a 
afliiin. Of thi* committes Mr Dundos (who had prerioualy rendered hinuelf 
reiu3ikable in parliameiit for hii intimate acquaintance with the adiiln of 
India} irai appointed diairman. Hit reporli, extending to leTeral foUo 
volume!, were dnwn up with great ability and preciiion, and contained a nun 
of authentic and important information concerning tlie traniactioni of the com- 
pany and their lerranta, both at home and abroad, of tha rery higheit Talue, 
Th«te report* Mr Dundai followed up Iiy a " Bill fbr the better regulation and 
gOTemment of tlie Britiah paveniona in India, and for the preiervation and 
■ecurity thereof'' But the minijtry baring intimnted their intention to oppose 
thii meaaure, and to introduce one of their otrn, Mr Dunda* did not attempt to 
cnrry it through the Uouae ; and in November, 1783, the miniaterial pledge km 
redeemad by the introduction of iMr Fok*! famout Eatt India hill. 

It ii foreign to the purpoae of the preient memoir to inquire into the merita 
or demerita of thii celebrated bill It met, aa ii well known, the uDC<Ni)pro- 
nu'ilug oppotilloQ of Mr Pitt and Mr Dundaa. NeveTtheleM it puied the 
houae of common*, by large nutjoritiei, and would also have been carried 
through the houae of lordi, but for the linnoeM of the king, which led, ol 
coutae, to the reaignaUon of lord North and Mr Fox ; when Hr Pitt waa called 
to the helm of aflaiia. On Gnt taking office thia great itateiman had to con- 
tend agalnit a nuyority of the houae of commoni, and in thia trduoui itruggle 
he wat moat powerfully aided by Mr Dundaa, who led the miniaterial party in 
tha home of common* during the temporary ahaence of Mr Pitt prior to faia 
K-election, after faia acceptance of the cbancellonhip of Ibe exchequer. Thii 
extnordinory conlert between the nuniitera tnd parliament nsi terminated by 
tlie general election of 1784. In the now parliament Mr Pitt had a decided 
majority ; and tery ioon after it* meeting he introduced hi* India bill. The 
introducUoQ of that meaaure waa nlao preceded by a select committee, of which 
Mr Dundaa am chairman ; and although the new bill waa not liable to the 
■trong objection* wiiich had been urged againat that of Mr Fox, it nOTerthelea* 
encountered a very *erioua oppoddon, and night have been greatly obilrucled 
or mutilated in it* progreai, but for the auiitaace of Mr Dundoi. Hia inti- 
mate acquaintance with Indian aflain, and hi* dull and dexterity a* a debater, 
were inTaluable to gOTernment, and contributed, in no incontidersble degree, 
to neutndize, or overcome, the opposition of tlie Koat India Company, and ulti- 
mately to carry the hill triumphantly through parliament. 

We have Dr Tomline's testimony to the valuable auiitance rendered by Mt 
Dundaa at that time. " Though the whole buainea* of the nation," (tny* he, 
talking of Mr Pitt), " rested upon him, a* the sole minister in the hoUM of com< 
nioDi, it wtnild be injustice not to mention, that he had a moat able adviser and 
supporter in Mr Dundai, who had been accustomed to take an active part in 
parliament during lord North's adminiitralion, and who now exerted his vigor- 
ous understanding and manly powen of debate. In a nianner highly useful to 
Mr Pitt. On him he could alitayi rely a* ready to argue judicioutly, and nith 
efl'ect, any point which might be brought into discussion ; and the partlcuhur 
attention which Mr Dundai had for many year* given to the aflairs of India, 
enabled him to render Mr Pitt the moat eiaectial service, in ananging and cnr- 
rying through parliament hi* plan for the future government of that important 
part of the Briliih empire." — Life of Mr Pitt, vol i. p. 507. 

Mr Dundai had been re*tored to hii offieo of treasurer of the navy, inune. 
diately on the formation of Mr Pitt's adminiitration ; and en the paiiing of the 
liMt India bill he wai alio appointed prciident of the board of control M 
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tmaiurer of the nsTy Mr Dundw' lerTiaei were in th« higbe«t degree benefidaL 
Hii orrangementi for the diibunsiiient of the money appropriated to this bnnch 
of the public Mrriee, lubttituted order and economy in the place of peq>lexlt]r 
and profiuion. Ha, at Um Mme time, prorided for greater promptitude in the i 
payment of the Huneii'i vragei; and, in order to render the terrice itill more I 
athactlTs, he introduced and canied through parliament, rarioui nwEWUrei cal- I 
culated to improre the condition and increaie the comforts of the Mamen in the 
royal nary. In particular, he got an act paaed for proTeDling the paaing of 
f6^;ed InKruuenti. By thi* act, the niUi and powera of attorney, executed by 
leamen, were required to be counter-iigned by the offlcen of the port at wbidi 
diey were dated, and thui a check waa glren to numerooi fraudi ogainrt the 
fkmiliet of sailon who were either absent or who Iiad fallen in the lerrlce of 

ir country. He alio introduced a bill which was afterwards passed, empower- 
j seamen, to make oTOr half their pay to their wives and families. By these 
sod other refbrmi which he effected in the natal department, Mr Dundas, while 
be greatly increased the efficacy of the nary, showed a humane consideration 
for those engaged in the serrice, whkli is at this day gratef^y remembered by 
many members of that pntfenion, who can ipeak from their own experience of 
tikoir dbiigattoni to one who was moat justly called " the nilor's frien^" Among 
measures introduced by Mr Dunda* while he held the treasurenhip of the 
navy, wu the act for the regulation of the money destined for the service of the 
nary. Froriously the salary of the treasurer of the nary was £8000 per 
annum ; but the perquisite* attached to the office, and pailJculaTly the command 
of the public money, added greatly to the emoluments. In order to prevent 
the risk, profusion, and irregularity tnHparable from such a system, MrDundns* 
bill fixed the salary at £4000, and prohibited the tietuurer from making any 
prirate or indiridual we of the public money. It was in consequence of a sup- 
posed Tiolation of this statute, that Mr Dundas, at a later period of his life, wnt 
exposed to mudi unmerited obloquy, and made the subject of a public inquiry, 
to whicb we ihall have occasion more particularly to advert in the sequeL 

In the session of 1781, Mr Dundas introduced his bill for restoring the 
estate* in Scotland, forfeited on Recount of the rebellion of 1745. The eip&< 
diency of this nwaiuie ai a means of concUiatingthe inhabitants of the northern 
part of the island, and reconciling them to the reigning family was manifest ; 
still it was necessary, for obrious reasoas, so fkr to cover the true motive, and 
to lepreaenC the boon as a reward to the people of Scotland for the serrices 
which they had rendered in the armies of the country, during the recent wars. 
And such accordingly was the tone taken by the supporters of the measure.* 

As president of the board of control, Mr Uundss' lerricee were no len bene- 
fidal to the country. His sound judgment and remarkable business talenU, 
combined with his intimate acquaintance with the complicated and multifarious 
det^b of the East India company's anaiia, enabled him to simplify and reduce 
to order what had been prerioutly on absolute chaos. Hence, also, In parllo- 



itic of the debates tm this bill Uuit Mr Dundm introiiuced a pessngn from 

it lord Chatham, which maf not seem alrogcther out of pince here, not 

d pertinency, but sin es indlcatJTe of Uie lupFriorily 



a nwoch of the grei 

only on BCcounl of lu Inlriosle m 

of that great mui's mind to thcaa national prejudice! irhich ai 

which, in thus days, were openly ayovrod in very high quarters. "I'am," said lord Chalhami 

" aboVB ail local prejudicn, and care not whether a man has been rocked inscmdlo In Diig, or 

on the other side of the Tweed: I Bought only br merit, and I ibund itfn ihe mountains of 
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fire tb* M^nUta axpUnationa, aod to fnr- 
ly Indian matten ; nUh it i 



ment, lie irm at all tin 

nkli full inftoiBBtioB 

•BdeaiQBF to cfdlect, and t« avail bimaelf of the 

wfaich bii liUiatioa placed at hii eemmand, in ocder ta iatraduce thoH refoi 

IB the Mmpany*! adminiitoBtieB nUdi the npid exteuon of tlirir poaNMtona 

in that fiartor of tb« mnM rendered imiji It ma with thia Tiew , tbat, in 

the (enioa cf 178S, Mr Dundu canied a liU Ihrooglb parliament for effecting 
certain nodificationt and improrenaeuU in Mr Pitt'* India ball. In the Mme 
ieuion Mr BuriM or^inated thoM diaeuj^ooa which terminatad in the impead- 
ment of Mr Haatinip. Ill* bow well known that, on thatoecaaiOD,tIie exaber- 
ant and ioexhamtible doqaenea of Hr Bnrke, wai, without hii being awva of 
it, to a certain extrat nade aobaerrinit, not cnly to party purpoaea, but to the 
gratifimtion of tba priTste animoHtf of Hr Fvaneiii We can now look bade 
diapawioiuitely a«d wilJi tyi^tatby to lb« iimanihriil and pMbacted'iaifcTingB 
to which Mr Haitingi wai lubjected ; but, dsring the pmgreu of the jmeitiga- 
lioo, tnth as weU aa jiudoe wwe kat light of, amidrt die ^lendid dedamation 
of MMna of the greaUat onton wfao ever afft m i In parliamant Eren Mr 
Dundai Mena to hare yielded to the prawliiig (Uliaion ; fcr althewgh he lui- 
formly oppoMd hlnaeif to the ^irit of panamtion whidi Aaaacteriaed the prtK 
ceedingB of the accuaeiay and ultimately delMted their object^ he mafc no 
attempt b> vindicate Mr ynttinga froaa tboae diatgea, iriddi, whaa itript af 
rfaetMical and oriental niaUiTliihiiMiiila, were foond to be eitbar entinly groond- 
len, or nidi w admitted of explanatieaa not only recoBcilaable with lie Vm- 
ting«' iDDOCenoa, but wbidi actnlly exhiUlad him aa at onea the boBeActaa of 
the natini, and u one who, by the rigow and wladaai of hie admiaiUiatioD, had 
oDntriimted nMre than any of hia pradeeeMow to the ezteaaion and cana^ida- 
tiou of the company'! jiiMimiiiin in India. 

After taking part witb Mr Pitt in the debatca on the regency ^nartioa, dar- 
ing tha king*! illnM in 1788, the next prominent fcatm la Mr Dundaa' pub- 
lic life, waa hli ileady and determined wppeaitiim to the penidow pvineiplea of 
the Frendi reTolutiwi, In that mononUa itiiiggle im which tha lahBtioii of 
thia country waa attributable chiady to tba energy aad fiimneai of Mr Pitt, the 
I uwal, found in Mr DuDdaa hfa moat able and cordial eea(|jutor. 



In 1791, be wa* appointed priodpal ieorelary <rf it 

and thuB iMcams a member of the i^iaeL He, at tae uma time, retatnea nia 
other appointmenta ; and yet, nidi waa hie aptitode for buoneai, and hia unwaaiied 
application to hia c^dal iliitiw, that Ihe three important deparlmentB comaitted 
to liim, nerei were in a itate of graalw eScienty. Many of the moat ap- 
pnjred public JUMsuiea MJginatad with, or wera directly premotod by him. 
AnoBg thoie were the fttmation of the ibnciUe regimenta, tba tup^mentary 
militia, the volunlaer oeapa, and tbe prenaimal caTalry. Hie whole, in riiort, 
of that domvtic military force whidi, dising the waa, conaaqamt on the French 
reTolutioB, waa raited and kept in leadinem aa a daSmce at once ag^nat fweign 
inTBiion and internal diilurbanoe, waa projected and organized under the direc- 
tion of Mr Dundaa. To him alio we owe the improved aystem of diilributiug 
the army throughout the country in boiradal and garriiraii, by which, in timet 
of (xmuNrcial diatrem and politick agitation, the meat [mmipt protection to the 
liTea and {mpeity of the inhabitsnla might be aAbrded. On the occeition of 
die duke of Portland and hit party ta the miniitry, in 1793, it wai thought 
adriiable to appoint a third lecsWsry of itaM, rather than remote Mr Dundaa 
Irom the tuperiolendence of the military aystam which he had brought into 
operation. Accordingly, while die duke of Portland took tha home aecretaryihip, 
Ml Dundai, in 1794, wat noninnted aaostary of ttate for the war department. 
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At thii Una h« alio held tb« odke of keepar of Ae privy wal af Scotland, utd 
gonraor of the bank of Sootland ; riill rttiiiaag tfaa jmaidency of the board 
of control and the luawiiiiiliip of tJbe Bar;, — mUA laat office lie oentbuiad to 
heU nntU Blajr, 1600 ; Ida othsr poUtiad ofltoei bo held until hit reaignatioD 
almif with Mr Pitt, in 1801. 

WfaUein the hooae of 0(iBiiiaH,HrDQndat rofmaantod int Ibe oDOnty, and 
aJtenfar4itbedlr<tf£diiiburgfa. He Mtfor tfae eoanty from 1774, to 1787, 
and tat tho dty, fiwn the latter year, until 1S09, nben he ma niwd to the 
pMnfB. And dtnng the whole comae of hit official life he mi ooniidored aa 
lirtually the miniiler of Scotlaiid. He had what ii caUed the political patron- 
age ^ Ibat quartet of the kingdom ; and ao aded, ai irell in (he diM^iarge 
at hii nrioui public dut)«a, ai in the diatnbution of the Aroura of goreni- 
ment, Ihat he lUadied to bimnlf, and to the adminiriraUon of wbidi be fbnned 
a port, the gnat majmity of the men of rank, property, and iafluence in that 
oonntrj'. It hai been lAjeded to him, that in the execdae of thii patronage he 
knkad too esduaiTely to hie own poUtical partiaani ; bat in juUice to him, it 
nuiit nerw bo forgotten, that be held office in tiMea when the acrimony i^ hia 
■pponenU (to tay nothing of the dangeraua prindplea arowed by aome of than) 
put conciliation enlinly out <rf the queation ; aod beiidea, the diH^a ia to a 
great extent unjait ; for on hia trial it wai ndmilted, eren by hii bitterert ene- 
niiea, that in diipoaing «f appointmea' in the nary and amy he ira« i wn a ri ta hl e 
for hii impartiBlity and-lBdinraace to party diitinctioM. Ncr it it poanbla to 
omloc^ the &et, that the politioal party by whom thia charge waa brot^ht 
againrt Ur Dundaii Iwd alwaya been proTOTlnal for Iheir own adherenoo to the 
[vaotiee tbcpf were ao ready to condemn in him. 

When Ur Pitt retired from office in 1601, preriow to the peace of Amiena, 
Mr Dundaa fdl«n«d fail exau]^. On that occaaion he laid before parliaaeat 
a Tery &TOursble itatement <£ the cocdilion in which the Ea*t India company'a 
albin then were ; and olthongfa hii (^wienU did not fail to caril at hia viewi, 
yet all partiea concurred in exprewng the higheit upprdiMXaa ot the ■■■■■■»*■■ 
in which Mr Duudai had diicharged hii duty ai praident of the board of coo- 
ttd. The court of directors were di^oaed to awaid him more ■■■>■■'■ "''pi marka 
of their gratitude ; but finding that he had readred to dediike any pecuniary 
remtmeiatian, they conferred a pennon of £SOO0 per annum, on Mn Dtmdaa. 
About the nme time the town council of Edinburgh leilified their aenao of hli 
Rterit, by retolring, at an extraordinary meetit^ called for the puipcae, that a 
uibaoiptioii ahould be opened fw the nectionof a itatue of him aa a tribute of 
gratitude for liii lengthened and emiiieBt public aerricet. 

In the year 1S08, the Adduigton adminiatraticm raind Mr Duudai to tba 
peerage by the titlei of nicoant of Melrille, in the county of Edinbuigh, and 
baron of Dunira, in the county of Ferth, On thii erent, the town council of 
Edinburgh again came forward, and in a letter addieued to him by the lord 
proTOit, is the name of the coundl, expreiMd their attachment to him and hi* 
family ; their admiration of hii talenti ; and Ibeir gratitude tot the many aev- 
ricei whidi he had rendered to hia country, and particularly to the dty of £din> 
bingh. Tfaii addrea* lord Melrille aniwered in penon, taking occaaion, in a 
qteedi delliered at a meeting of the town council, to touch on Tanoui intercat- 
Ingtopica, and, in paiiicular, tohringundertheirnotioe one of the practical blce- 
ainga <d the British conitilution, of which hii own life afforded a rery itriking exanw 
pie. " Haring mentioned the coottitution under which we bare the happinen to 
lire," taid hi* lordthip, " I tiuit I diall not be Iboogbt to deriato rery far from the 
objectof my piefent addreetj if Ipreaume to trouble you with one obaerration, rc- 
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(lilting from ths lituaUon id wliich I am noir plncod. I itill not Ironble you ivith 
nny of t1ieparticulan«f tlitoulwCoCmy life ; tlieyare too tvell known to need any 
detail frtan me. I content mytelf with bRTely alluding to tliem. It hat pleoaed 
Fnmdanee to bleu niy Janiily nith uiocen beyond my most nnguine expecta- 
tions : wbile ne, iherefive, continue to resist the pemicioiu olFect* of Iheta 
frantic principles of ideal equality, incompatible witli the goTerament of the 
world, and the ju(t order of human society, let lu rejoice in thcae lubctantial 
Uenings, the result of real freedom and of equal lam, which open to the fnir 
ombition of erory British subject the means of pursuing with success those objects 
of honour, and those situations of power, the attaimnent of which, in oilier 
countries, rest solely upon a partial porUdpation of penonal forour, and the 
enjoyment of which rests upon the preoirious tenure of arbitrary power. It is 
impossihk to look round to any quarter without seeing splendid examples ot 
the truth of this remark." 

On Mr Pitt resuming the premiership in 1S04, lord Melrille was appointed 
first lord of tbe admiralty ; but this Important office he did not long enjoy. 
'Hie earl of St Vincent, his predecessor at the head of the admiralty, had ob- 
tained the appointment of a ctwunisrion of inquiry' to iDTestigale certain sus- 
pected abuses in the naral deportment of the public serrice. That cfflnmissioi), 
la their tenth repent, implicated lord MelTille, while he held tbe treuurership 
of the nary, in a breach of the statute which be hud himself introduced In 
1785 ; whereby the treasurer of the nary was prohibited from conrerting lo 
bis own use or emolument, any part of the public money rotad for the serrice 
of the nary. This report led to an unsatisfactory correspondence between lord 
Alelnlle and the commisvonen ; and on the Sth of April, 1805, Mr Whitbrend 
brought the matter under the notice of the house of commons. After a speech 
fiiU of riolent invectire, that gentleman mored thirteen resolutioBS, to the effect 
geneTHlly, that lord Melrille had been guilty of gross nudrenation, and breach 
of duty, in so far as he hod misapplied or misdirected certain sums of public 
money, and had also in riolation of the act of parliament, retained in his pcs- 
session, or authorized his cmilidentia] agent, Mr Alexander Trotter, who held 
the office of paymaster of tbe navy, to retain, and to speculate in the funds, and 
discount priTale bills with the balances of the public money, rotcd for the ser- 
rice of the nary, in the profit! of which transactions lord Melrille had partici- 
pated. Mr Pilt,afler an eloquent and able defence of lord Melrille, concluded 
by moring as an amendment, that the tenth report be referred to a select com- 
mittee of the house. He was replied to by lord Henry Petty, now lord Lans- 
downe, Mr Fox, and other leading members of tbe whig party ; and the result 
was, that Iii a rery full house (133), the original molutions were carried by tbe 
speaker's casting rote. 

The debate wni then adjourned to the IDth of April, 1S05, on which day 
Mr Pitt announced to the house on its meeting, that in consequence of the vote 
of the former erening, lord Melrille had resigned the ofHce of Snt Imrd of the 
admiralty. Mr Wbitbread then delivered another rltuperatire speetA, and con- 
cluded by moving that an address should be presented to tbe king, praying that 
lord Melville might be disnussed " from all offices held by liim during pleasure, 
and from bis majesty's council and presence for ever," Mr Canning, who at 
that Ume held the office of treasurer of tbe navy, deprecated the ranoour with 
which the whig party were proceeding. — He contrasted their conduct with that 
of lord Melrille himself when lord Gray and the earl of 6t Vincent were on 
their trial before the house, under similar cireumstanoea, upon which occasion, 
lord Melville, although the political opponent of these noblemen, had strenu- 
ously defended them ; while ha, " so far from experiencing equal generouty, 
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irai now pertecuted and hunted donm ; and by nhom ? by tlia friunds or lord 
Grey and earl St Vincent I He congratulated the gentlemen on Iheir lense, 
true apirit, and rirtue ; and prayed God ALniglity to forbid that be (hould ever 
imitate their example." The debate coududed by a rote that a copy of the 
reaoludon* of the 6th of April ihould be laid before hii majefty by the whole 
bouie. Some diKuuion afterwnrda took place as to the idcerjor meiuurct to 
be adopted againit lord Melville and Mr Trotter, in the coune of tihich, the 
Kune extraordinary acrimony vat ditplayed ; and on the Gth of May, Mr FiU 
intimated that hii majetty had been adrised, in deference to the preralling 
•eou of the home, to itrilie the name of lord Melrille out of the list of the 
priry council, and tliat accordingly, it would be eiaied, on the fir«t day on 
whi(^ a couucil ifaould be held. In making Ihii communication, Mr PiU ap- 
peared to be deeply afTected ; but no jynipathy itb« iboim on the oppoiilion 
benchei. On the contrary, it ii impouible to deny, that relentlew exiiltation 
orer the expected downfall of an illiutriout public lerTant, and a total ditregnrd 
for the fbelingf of hii friend the premier, were too prontinently manifested by 
the whig party, on that, as on erery other occsaion on whidi thia painful tubject 
wai before the houte. 

On the 1 1 th of June, the ipeaker stated that be had receired a letter from 
lord Melrille, announcing hit readineti to attend and be eziunined relative to 
the tenth report He waa thereupon admitted, and a chair placed for him 
within the bar ; when he entered upon a condM vindication of liit (induct i 
declaring hii entire ignorance of Mr Trotter'i ipeculationt with the public mo- 
ney, either in the fUnda, or u a private banker ; denied all connivance at the 
riolatjon of the itatute 2Sth Getwge IIL, relative to the money voted to the 
navy ; and lolemnly anerted, that on no occauon whatever, had he authorized 
Mr Trotter to draw money from the bank for hie own private emolument ; — 
the only object in allowing him to lodge money with private bsnkert haviag 
been to fncilitato the public payments. In abort, lord Melville gave thoae «x- 
planation* of hii condnct which were afterwarda triumphantly eitabliihed on bis 
trial, by evidence. But, ai may be eaiily believed, Ihey did not, at thii time, 
Mtiify his opponents ; and after a protracted debate, and more than one divi- 
uon advene to the whig party, it was at last resolved, that the mode of proce- 
dure should be by impeaching hii lordship at Qm bar of the house of loidi, of 
high criniei and mitdemeanoun. On the SGth of June, a committee of twenty- 
one memben was appointed to prepare articles of impeachment: — Mr Whit- 
bread's name being placed at the head. Among the memben of this committee 
were Mr Pox, Mr Grey (late earl Grey), Mr Sheridan, lord Archibald Hamil- 
ton, and other leaden of the party, rnie committee on the 4th of March, 1606, 
made a report to the houie, of certain neiv information which had come to their 
knowledge ; and the result of the debate which ensued, was an additional ar^ 
Ude of impeachmenL To this new article lord Melville was of course allowed 
to put in a replication; and the preliminaries being at length adjusted, the 
hD«na of lords lixed the SOth of April, 1 600, for the trial 

Thii imposing exhibition was conducted with the customary pomp and solem- 
nity. Westmiiuter hall was, as usual, fitted up for the occaiion ; and the no- 
bility, including the princes of the blood, having taken their placet in the fidl 
robei of their respective ranks, this tribunal, Ihe most august and venerable in 
the world, proceeded to the diicharge of their high duty. The articles of im- 
peachment resolved into ten charges, of which the following is the tubilance.'— 
1. That lord Melville, while treasurer of the navy, prior to January, IT6G, 
fraudulently applied to bii own use, or at leait mit-directed, and would not ex- 
plain bow, JElO,00a, of the money which came into his hands ai treasurer d 
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tho nary— a. Tint, in Ti<^«ti«n of tb* Mt «f pMUament alrcAdy mantuwied, he 
permiUed Hr TroUer to draw Jitgt mtaa tnaa the money iicued to Uw IrttwuTW 
Cor tlM me of the iKTy, and t« pI»oe it in tlw banking 1io«m« of H«^n Cowi* 
and Co. in hii CHt TratUr'i} owa bum. — 3. Tlutt Pilule he held th* officM «f 
treauiTBr of the nsTy, and afier the paMing of the fonMtid att, he permitted 
Sir Trotter to drair large mcu of money from the trea«urer'j public account, 
kept with the bonk of England, under the nid italnte, and to place (bote h^ 
in Mr TroUer'i indindual aocount with CoutU and Co., for purpofca of private 
emolument — i. That after the 10th of January, 17S6, and while trewunr of 
the naTy, be fraudulently, and illegally, and fw hia own prirate adrantage, or 
emolument, tooib from the public nuuMy, Nt apart for Ihe uie of the nary, 
iC10,000 ; and that he and Mr lYotter, by nubial agreement, deatroyed the 
rouchen of an account current kept betweon them. In order to conceal the ad- 
lancei of money nude by Mr I>otter to him, and the aoeount er nnuiderationf 
on which luch advance* were made, — 5. That whikt Mr Trotter wai Hum ill«- 
gally uiing the public money, he made, in part therefrom, lerer^ hu^ m^ 
tanoei to lord MelnUe, and deatroyed tbeToucheri,acafoiefaid,in<«der tace»- 
ceal the fact — 6. lliat in particular, he reoeived an advance of £23,000, without 
iolereat, partly from the publicmoBey, illegally in Mr TrotteHi handa, and partly 
from Hr IVotlar'a own money in the hand* of Mean Coutla, and destroyed the 
Touchen ai afmeoid. — 7. That be received an advaAoe of £S3,O0a from Mr 
Trotter, for which, a« alleged by bimaelf, he wu to pay intaretf ; for nonnealing 
which ttaniauion the voudieri were declroyed ai aforetiid.. — 8. That during 
all, or the greater part of the time that he wa* treaaitrer, and Mr Trotter pay- 
maiter of the navy, Mr Trotlw gratuitouily Iraiwaeted hia (Imd MalviUe^) 
private buiinei^ ai fail agent, and from time to time advauoed him from £10,000, 
to £30,000, taken partly front the pubUe noney, and partly from Hi 
Trottcr'j own money, lying mixed together indinriminately in Hmb* Coutte* 
hand* ; whereby lord Mehille derired profit frtna Mr Trettec% ilh^ acU^ — 9. 
That Mr Trotter lo acted gratuitoudy aa Urd Melville'i ageut, in eouaidentian 
of hi* connivance at flie fcwenid illegal appropriaticiM of the public moimj ; nor 
oouM Mr TroUw, a* Iwd HelviUe knew, havo made rach ftlvancea Atbarwiw 
than from Ihe public money at hia diipoaal by hi* lordahip'i connirance, and 
with hii permi«*ioD. — 10. That lord Melville, while treaiurw of the navy, at 
diver* time* between the year* 1789, and 178S, took from the woDey* paid lo 
him a* treHurer of the navy, £87,000, or thereaboola, which aum ho illegally 
^pUed to hia own u*e, or to *ome purpose other than the aerrioe of the navy ; 
■ad oentloued thii fraudulent and iUt^ conreirion of the public money, after 
the plating <tf the act foe n^;ulaliag the ofBce of treaturer of the nary. 

The charge*, of which the above i* an abatract, having bean read, Hr Wbit- 
brcad, aa leading manager for the houie of omunon*, 4^ened the ca*e in an 
elabonte ipeedi, in which he detailed, and commented on, the eridenca which 
the manner* propoted to adduce Thii «b* followed by the exa m i n a t ion ti 
witnoMe* in pipport of the aeversl chaise* ; the chief witua** being Mr Trotter 
hiiQielf, in whole frvour an act of iodemnity had been pawed, in order to qual- 
ify hioi to give hii lealjinany with aafbty. The examioatioa of the witnem o a in 
■n^ort of the charge! occupied nearly nine day^ On the tenth day of Ihe 
trial. Sir Samuel Romilly, one of the managen, gave a amnmary of iriiat, a* be 
maintaine<), had been proved. Ha waa ftjiowvd by Mr Flomer, the leading 
ooaniel for lord Melville, who opened the defence in a ipeecfa of diitinguiatied 
ability, the delivery of which occupied two dayi. The lubatance of the defence 
wa*, that lord Melville, *o far from being aooeMiry to, or conniving at, iUr 
TMtler<i appropriation of the public money, wa* entirely ignorant oC theaa in»- 
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gnlu* practicei. Ai to the £10,000, it wu admitted to tan bean diioHed from 
tlw Mirice erf th« nsTy, and und in Boolber dcpttrtment of the public Mtrict, 
but thi* wBi prior to the poMing of the forendd act, when nidi ft procondiag irw 
perfectly lawful and cuftomar; ; and at any rale, no port of tltat fura wu ap- 
plied either directly or iudinctly to the iDdiTiduBl profit or adrantage of lovd 
Helrilla Mr Plomer &ither ahoired, that lord M^nJIe hod been ramaikable 
daring his wbole life for hit careleuneu aboot money, and for bit mperiority 
to all mercenary motiTee — that irtiile he held Qie oflhe of treniurer of U)e nsTy, 
he had T<duDtaiily relinqoidiBd the taliiry attached to the offlce of ncretary of 
Mate, to the aggregate amouDt of £31,730, being a sum exceeding the whole of 
the public money which ho wa« laid to hare mitapplied — that if there had been 
any irregularity ac all, it was imputable lolely to Mr Trotter, and pethapa, to a 
•light degree of laxity on the part of lord MehnDe, wbme attention wm diatracted 
by many engrauing and more important public dntiea. WilneMe* were then called 
to prere Aat lord Melrilla had Tohintarily refinqniihed, for iin benefit of the 
public, £S,64S, I3i. 3<£, in the home department, and £39,031, 7«. Sd. in 
the war department, maldng a total of £34,730, Oi: 7d.', and the ease on the 
part of the defendant waa then concluded by a Tery able ipeedt from Ab Adam, 
sllerwardilordchiefcommiaaiaaerofthejnryeoartin Scotland, Sir Arthur ^i^cotf 
on the port of the managen of the houM of commoni, repUed at aooN length to 
the legal argmnenti of Mesan Flmner and Adam, and Mr Whitbread doeed the 
ODM by a reply upon the eridence, in the course of which he reiamed the inrac- 
tire and mtann Bgninsl lord MehiUe, wfaidt had diitinguiihed Hi openii^ 
■peech, aa well as all bia apeechei on thia subject In the bouse of eranmom. It 
would seem, howerer, if we are to judge from the reiult, that either his saraam 
or bis argnment* had by this time loet theb eSoKy. After a few words from 
BCr Ftonter, the peers adjourned, and baring met again, after an interfal of 
MariyamoDtb, on the 10th ofJnne, to determine on lord Mehille'* guilt or 
Innocenoe, be was acquitted of crery diaige by triumphanit majontiea. On the 
4th darge in particnkr, whidi coneamed the mm <tf £10,000, alleged to hsTO 
been applied by lord Hdrille for his own advantage or emolument, their leird- 
•hipa were umnimeog in tbetr acquittal; and in generBl the mpjoritiea were 
nry large on all the dargeg which imputed cerrupt or finndulent intentions to 
iari HelriUe. The retee on the aereral chargea were m follow :— 

OtiUlp. Ktt O^aiii. tlqfnttt. 

Fli^ebaigo, . . 16 . . 119 . . ,- , 103 

Seoood diaige, . . . 06 . . 79 . . . E3 

Thlnl charge, . ... SS .... 83 ' 31 

Foortli chaigi, . . Nona . . AH 

Fifth charge, ....«,.. ,131,". .M7 

Sixth elUTgg, . . . 48 , . . ST . . 39 

Sanntli ehurgrt ■ ■ . W ... 88 .35 

Eighth chsTsa, . . . H . . HI f . |OT 

ninth ehai^tV ... 18 .... 1» 109 

Tenth dwrge, . . . W . , . Iga . - 111 

The dukei of YoriE, CnaberkBd, and Comhridge, generally voted tuM y^tif 
The dukes of Clarence, Kmt, and Sumex, gidhif, enspt of the 4tb cfaargei 
The IwdchaneellOT, Eifldne, generally T*ted with the dukea of Clwence, Kent, 
and Suaez. The prince of Wain waa not prtmiat 

Ob lo<Alng back disposHOHldy t» tke wfaide of tUe p a oeeeJiiy, it ia umfm- 
siUe not to be struck with tb* nneout with iMtk it wm A aaa eta jLie J. Had 
lord Melrille been a rapodeaa and oercenmry peculator, eMricUng hJiaMlf tt 
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the public «xpensj; or a tiodicdre poIiUca] pMtliait, and othanriie midUtii^ 
guiahed, m tniflit Ii&ts found lomo excute for t|i« UDconproButing co«nM 
adopted. But the roTcne of all that nu the fact. He wu confeuedly a gene- 
roiu and higb-minded corapatitor in the gnat game ofpolitici; incapable oi 
pecuniary meannesa — linporeriihed rather than enriched by hii connexion with 
the itale, and the comequent e^Mnse in which it involved him; — and above 
all, he wai, by the aduiuion even of hij enemiet, a moat meritorioui public 
lervant, who, during a long- and laboriout official career, had confen«d great 
and la^ng benefit! on hii country. On thii lart point we con have no better 
testimony than that of Mr Whitbread hiinwlf, who, on tbit very trial, wta con- 
strained, in common juitioe, to ndmit,— " that, during the time lord Melville 
wBi treaaurer of the navy, leverol moet beneficial regulationi took place in hia 
office, and Mveial acta were piMed for the prolec^on and defence irf' thoee wbo 
were before unprotected and defenceleK The widowi and orphani of Iheee 
galhint ion* of the empire, who were fighting the battle* of their country, were 
the objecti of bis peculiar care, and a number of liTee were preaerved by hit 
prudent and generoui interpoaition. Howevet dateitable the crime may be, it 
had been a common practice to forge the will* of Ihoae who fell in the defence 
uf the (tate, and thia atiocioua conduct, and ita pemicioua coniequencea, have 
been, in a great degree, preventod by the aalutary plum recommended by the 
defiBndant ; for which he deaerrei the thanka of the Britiah people." Hr Whit- 
bread might eaaily have extended bia eulogy to the defendanfa public ccraduct 
ai president of the board of control, as home aeiTetnry, aa aecretory of atnte Sat 
(he war department, and finally to hii patriotic exertions for the improvement 
of hia native country of ScotUnd. 

Yet inch waa the man, who,' after having been held up to popular exeoation, 
in vague and declamatory speechea in parliament, waa brought to hia trio] la- 
bouring not only under the odium and prejudice thus excited, but actually pun- 
itlied btfon trial ; for it never can be forgotten, that his accusets, befwe 

* attempting to prove the duirge*, in the proof of which they uldmately failed, 
and even before putting him on his trial, hod declared him incapable <^ public 
Iruit, and had lucceeded in get^ng hia name erazed &om the list of the privy 
GOundL In audi drcuniatances of degradation and obloquy, with his cauae to a 
certain extent prejudged, and olmott overwhelmed by the weight and infiuenco 
of hia adversaries, hia acquittal waa indeed the triumph of justice, and a memor> 
able encomium on the impartiality of the ouguat tribunal before which the tiial 
proceeded. Nor Is it necevary for lord Melville's vindication from tlia graver 
cliarges to deny that he waa guilty of a certain degree of negligence. Undoabl> 
ediy, amidst his multifarious public avoationi, he was not so rigUant in scruti- 
nizing Mr Trotter's money tranaactions, as in itrictnesa be ought to have been. 
But audi ovenighls are comparalirely venial, and, in this instance, they were 
natural ; for, even before lonl Melville became treasurer of the navy, Mr Trot- 
ter was in a confidential public oSioe. He afterwards rose by bis own merits 
to a place of higher trust, and throughout, nothing had occurred to exdte sus- 
^cion. Indeed, it is not the least remarkable feature of this prosecution, that it 
waa never attempted to be shown, that the public had lost one farthing by the 
iuppoaed deUnquendea of lord Melville, or even by the admitted irregularitiea 

. of Mr Trotter. To assert, however, that the investigation originated merely in 
factious or party motivea, would be going beyond the truth ; but perhaps it 
may be now mid without oAenoe, that tile many disclamations of penonal lioa- 
tility, and the anxious profeasiona of disintereated leol for the public service, 
whidi the acoisera were in the daily habit of repeating during the whole pro. 

' gress of the discussion, were found to be necetsory, in order to counteract the 
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groiTing nitpicioD, that tli«ir zenl n,i( itimtilstcd by tlie prcwpect of lapplaDting, 
or at Uut diipWag, H poiverfu] nnd able political opponent, nnd perhapi 
parolyilng the admiiiiitrBtion, of nliich he wnt *o conapicuoiw n memlier. 

Tli« proceedingt againit lord Melville mnde a deep imprenion on Mr Pitt, 
who uDforluDBtely did not (urriTe to congmtulrite liim on hit acquittnl. Accord- 
ing to the autlior of the srlicle " Great Britain,^' in the new edition of tli« 
EncyclopiBdia Britannica, Mr Pitt irni thui deprived "of bii only efficient 
eondjutor, at a time when, from the mngnilude of his public cares, he irai more 
than erer in unnt of support. The coniei]uent btigiie and anxiety made lerero 
inrmdi on a constitution nBtumlly not strong'. His indiipotition became appar- 
ent in the early port of the winter, and, on iho meetiug of parliaincnt, it wni 
anderstood to hare readied a dangerous height Ilii (Mr i'itt't} death took 
place on the 33d January, I60G." 

Soon after his ncquittal, lord Melville was restored to his plare in tlie 
priry counuil ; but although the nhig adrainisimlion which was in power at the 
end of the trial, resigned irithin a few months, he never raturned to oflice. 
The loss of hii friend, Mr Pitt, and his oivn advanced age, rendered him little 
anxioua to resume public life ; nnd thenceforward he lived chiefly in retirement ; 
taking part only occaiionally in the debates of the house of lords. One of bis 
hut appearance* na* made in the year 1810, when he brought forward a motion 
recommending the employment of armed vessels, instead of hired transports, for 
the Gonreynnce of troops. His dealli, which ivm very sudden, todc place In 
Edinbui^h* on the S7th of May, 1811. He died in the house of his nephew, 
lord chief baron Dundu, in (Jeoi^ Square ; having come to Edinburgh, it 
is believed, to attend the funeral of his old fKend, lord president Blair, who 
bad been himself cut ofTno leo suddenly, a lew days before, and who lay dead 
in the house adjoining that in which lord Melville expired. 

Lord MelTille** penon nai tall, muscukr, and well formed. Mi* fealurct 
were strongly marked, and llie general expression of hii face indicated high 
intellectual endoivments, and great acutenen and sagadty. In public life, he 
was distinguished by his wonderful capacity for business ; by unwearied ntlen- 
ticn to his numerous ofSdal duties ; and by the manliness and strnightfor- 
nardness of his character. He was capable of great fatigue ; nnd, being an 
early riser, he was enabled to get through a great deal of business before he 
was interrupted by the bustle of oflidal details, or the duties of private society. 
As a public speaker he was clear, acute, and aigumentaUve ; with the manner ot 
one thoroughly master of his subject, nnd desirous to convince the understand- 
ing without the aid of the ornamental parti of oratory ; which he seemed. In 
some sort, to despise. 

In private life his manner was niiining, agreeable, and friendly, with great 
frankncH and ease. He irai convivial in his habits, and, in tile intercourse of 
private life, he never permitted party distinctions to interfere with the cordiality 
and kindness of hi* dispositiijn ; hence, it has been truly said, that whig and 
tory agreed in loving him ; and that he was always happy to oblige those in 
common with whom he had any recollectinna of good humoured festivity. But 
perhaps the moat remarkable peculiarity in his chnracter, was his intimate and 
familiar acquaintance witli the actual state of Scotland, and its inhabitants, and 
alt their afliiira. In Edinburgh, in particular, there was no person of considera- 
tion whose connections and concerns were not known to him. Amongst the 
I anecdotes told of him, there is one which strikingly Illustrate* the nntuial hind- 
nets of hi* disposition, while, at the tame time, it diiclosea one of the sotueet 
of hit popularity. It is said, that, to the latest period of his life, whenever he 
came to Kdinburgh, he made a point of visiiing all tbe old ladies with whom 
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IiB had been acquainted \a hb enrif dnyi; climbing, forthit purpoM, with un- 
Meilrying ileps loma of Che tntletl itaircaie* in tbe oJd to»n. He wiu uigacioui 
in the diicenunent of oMrit, *nd on niiiny occationi ahowed a ditinterMled 
. aox let; to promote the iucce» of thoae h« iliou^t deienin^. Hii public dutJei 
left him Utile time for tbe cultJTntion of liti;rary pursuits, eran had be been m 
inclined; he frequoDtty, honerar, proved liiiiuelf > sincere but unoMenlatiooi 
patron of learning. Id the (irlier part of hii lifd he enjo]^ the etteem and 
friendahip of Dr Robertson ; and lived on hobiti of great intimacy with Dr 
Hugh Bljiir, on whom he confefred lereral prefermentik On the death of Or 
Robertacm, he obtained tbe office of liUtoriofrapher for Scotknd for Dr Gillie*, 
tbe historian of Greece, whoae merit be fully appreciated, lie alao increaHd 
tbe nombei of the royal chaplain* in Scotland from n% to ten, thu* adding one 
or tva additional prizes to the scantily endoiied church ettabiiibment of 
Scotland. 

But lord Melville's great claim on tbe aAection and gratitude of Scotsmen i* 
founded on the truly national spirit with Khich he promoted tlieir interest, and 
the improTemeot of their couolry, Hhenerer opportunities presented them- 
■elre*. We hare seen of late a disposition to provincialite Scotland, (if we 
may so ecpres* ourtelvee,} and a sort of timidity amongst our public men, lest 
tfaey should be suspected of showing any national predilections. Lord Melville 
laboured under no tuch infirmity. Cmterit paribui ha preferred his own coun- 
trymen ; and the number of Scotsmen who owed appointments in India and els»- 
irbere to him, and afternrardi returned to spend their fortunes at home, have 
contributed in no inconuderable degree to the marked improTement on tbo 
lace of the country which ha* taken place during the last fifty years. Neither 
did he overlocdc the interest of those uho remained at home. The abolition of 
the public boards, courts, and other memorials, of the furmer independence of 
Scotland, bad not occurred to the economists of lord Melville's day. He acted, 
Iherefore, on tbe exploded, although by no means irrational, notion, that the 
community, generally, would derive benelit from the expenditure of the vaiiou* 
resident functionaries, at that time connected with our national eitablishments. 
In all this he may have been wrong, although there are many who are still at a 
los* to perceive the error ; but honever that may be, he must he hut an indif- 
ferent Scot*man, be his p«jitical principles what they may, who <an talk lightly 
of tbe debt whidi his country owes to lord Melville. Indeed it is well known, 
that during his life, tbe services which he had rendered to this part of the 
Hland, were readily acknowledged even by those irho differed roost widely trom 
him on the general system of public policy in uhich he took so active a part. 

The city of Edinburgh contains two public monuments to lord Melville's 
memory — tbe fint, a marble statue, by Chantrey, which stands on a pedestal at 
the north end of the large ball of the parliament house. This statue, which it 
■ remarkably fine specimen of the artist'* skill, «as erected at tlie enpense of 
gentlemen of the Scottish bar, in testimony of their respect for one who had in 
early life, been so distinguished a ntember of their body. Among the subscriber* 
are to be found the names of many gentlemen mIio diHered in politics from lord 
Melville, but who eiteemed him as a benefactor to his native country. The 
other monument is tbe column surmounted by a statue of bis lordsliip, nhidi 
adorn* the centre of St Andrew Square. This Une pillar is copied fr^ni Tr». 
jan's column at Rome ; with this difference, tliat tlie th.-ift, in place of being 
ornamented with sculpture, is fiuied. 'Ihe entire height of the column and 
pedeilal is 136 feet 4, iuchea. The statue, whicli is of free.<tone, and the work 
of the Ute Mr Forrest, tlie wcll-knowD Bcnlptor, nU>ut lu fee i in lieit'iit. yivmg a 
total olUtode of about 160 fcet. Ttie expense of tliis etccijou was dufiajea hy 
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NliKri)>(i«Hi, diiefiy among gsntlenwD eunnect*^ with Iba Ubry. Th» fouD> 
dMion (IMM trM bid in April, 16S1 ; th« •cafiitldiDg i«tnaT«d in Aagu*, 
1832, «n lb« oocaiion of U«orge IV.'i riiit to Eiliiiburgii, uid Uw ttBtiN 
dU put up in 1837. Tb* wcbitect ivu Mr WiUium Bum of Edinburgk 
Lord M«lvili« w twins nuirled; firtt to Mus Qaoaie, dat^ht«r of Captain 
Baooia of MelTiUe, with whom he w nid to twrB |;ot a forlmie of £100,000. 
AnoUwr of Captain Baanie'* daughtan wai tbe wife of Mr Bacon Codtbura of 
the Scottiib TOurt of exchequer, and Diother to Henry Cockliurn, Eaq., now 
one of the lordi of »emi<m. Lord Melvills's aacond wife was lady Jane Hope, 
daughter of John and aiiler to Jamei, earl of Uopeto«n. Of hit ftnt marriage 
there were three daughlera and ouo aoa ; of tha Mcond no itrae. Lord 
UelTiUe'i landed property in Soodand oonditod of Melvillo Caatle in ISii- 
Lolbian and Dunim in Ferthiiiire. He woi tucceeded in hi* titlei and eUatei 
by hi* only iod, the right honourable Bobert Dundai, the preKnt lord Mel- 
ville, who held the ofBce of firtt kitd of the admiralty under the adminiitra- 
^oua of the earl of Liverpool and of the duke of Wellingbm. 

Lord MelvillB can hardly be taid to have been an author, but he publjihed 
the three lubjoined political pamphfeU, each of which wu diaUnguitheid by hit 
utunl good lente and koowledge of buiineu.' 

DUNU}?, Wnjjui, priocijul of the uniranily of Gloigow, and an eminent 
public character at the end of tlie WTenleanlh century, wai the ion of Mr Alex- 
ander Dunlop, ninister of Paisley, of the iainily of Audteokeith, in Aynhiie, 
by Elizabeth, daughter of William Mure of Glanderttou. One of bis mother^ 
eitten nroi nurriad to the Her. John Cantain, and bocame the mother of the 
celebrated principal of the collBga of Edinburgh ; anoUier wai the wife, luccea- 
rivaly of Mr Zechary Boyd, uid Mr Jamei Durham. Being thua intimatdjr 
connected with the clergy, William Dmilop early dioie the church ai hii pro- 
feeiion, Afier completing hli atudiee at the nnirenity of Glaigow, he beouH 
tutor in the fiunily of William, lord Cochrane, and inperintended tha education 
of John, aecond earl of Dundonold, and hla brother, Wiltii^ Cochrane of Kil- 
mamock. The in»urrecUon of 1G79 took place about the tiou when he be- 
came a licentiate, and he warmly etpouaed the viewi id the moderate party in 
that unforUinate enlerpriae. Tbougli be wa« concerned in drawing up the 
Hamilton decUraUon, which embodied the riewa of hii party, he appeaia to 
have escaped the lubaequent rengeance of the goremmenL Tired, however, 
like many olhen, of the bopelea itate of thing* in his own country, he joined 
the emigrant! who colonized the atate of Carolina, and oontiuued there till aAer 
the revolution, partly employed in aecular, and pardy in i^rilual woric He 
had preriouily mainod bU couiin, Sarah Contain. On returning to Scotland 
in IGDO, he waa, through tbe iflfluence of the DnodonaU tiuail;, pTe*eot«d to 
the pariah of Ocbillree, and a few months after, had a call to tlw church of 
Faiiley. Ere ha could enter upon thia charge, a vacancy occurred in the prin- 
dpolity of the university of Glasgow, to which be wai prefened by king Wil- 
liam, Novenil>er, 1690. Mr Uunlop's celebrity arises from the dignity and 
seal with which he supported the interests of this institaiioB. In IBSi, he was 
an active member <tf tlio general correepot>dence of the Scottish unlvettities, 
and in IGQl, was one of a deputatiwi sent hy the chiwili of Scotland, to eoo- 
grotulate the king on bis return from tfaa continent, and a^otiate with his ma> 
jesty certain a^rs concerning tbe interest of the diurdk Wa seenis to have 
participated considerably in tlie power and influence enjoyed by his diatinguiib- 

1 Tha aubttance of a ipwch in the hoiue af mmoiiaia, on the BHtbh government and 
trads fn tha Eut Indiea, April !9, 1T93, London, 1SJ3, 8n>.— Letter lo tha chalmun of the 
court af dlrsctsrs of the Ensl ludhi Compuny, uixa ui opui tnde Is Icdio, Landau, IBIS, 

Pvo.— Letten to the right houuunible Sn'ugsr Ferdvul, nlutJH la Ilia ----'-"-' -■ - 

NHvd Amuial at NarthBaet, Luulau, ISIO. Its. 
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«d brother-in-law, Cantain, which, it ii well known, wm of s mott axalleA, 
though imgoliir kind. Id lQi,9, 1m acted tu canmunioiier for nil the fire unl- 
ver^tiet, in endosTouring to obtain lOQie aniitance for thote iiutitulinm. He 
Mcceeded in Mcuriag b yearly giuit of 11900 iterling, of which £300 wm 
beitonred upon hi) own college. While exerting faimieir for the publFc, princi 
pnl Ounlop ragorded little hit own immediate profit or Hdvoiitage : beiidei hia 
principalihip, the (ituation of historit^mplier for Scotland, with a peniion o< 
£40 B year, ii stated to hare been all lh:it lie erer penonalty experienced i^ 
the royal bount]-. K« died in middle life, Mardi, 1700, leanng behind him a 
moM exalted character : " hi* liagular piety," toyi Wodrow, wiUi nhoia he vm 
oonnected by marriage, ** great prudeuce, public ipirit, unirenal knonledge, 
general uaefulnen, and excellent temper, irere to well known, th:;t hi« death 
was aj much lamented ni perhapi any o:.e inan'i in thia church," 

Principal Dunlop left tMo lont, btlh of whom were diitinguiihed mon. 
Alexander, who woi boro in America, and died in 174^, vai an eminent pro- 
feitor of Greek in (he Glnigow unirenily, and author of a Greek Grammar long 
held in esteem. Willbm iiui profenor uf divinity and church history in the 
uniTcrsity of Edinburgh, and published itie well known collection of creeds and 
confeuiona, which appeared in 1719 and 1732 (two volumes), as a meant of 
correcting a laxity of religious opinion, beginning at that time lo b« manifested 
by some respectable dissenters To this uork was prefixed an admirable essay 
un confessions, trhi^ has since been reprinted eeparntely. Professor William 
Dunlop, after acquiring great celebrity, both as & teacher of theology and a 
preacher, died October S9th, 1720, at tlie enrly age of twenty-eight. 

DUNS, Joici Dx, {Scons,) that is, " Jotin of Dunce, Scotaman," an eminent 
phlloaopher, was bom in the latter part of the thirteenth century. 

The thirteenth and part of [he fourteenth centuries are distinguished, in the 
history of pliilosophy, as the ichoiartie age, in which the Aristotelian logic 
and metaphyucs were employed, to an absurd and eren impious degree, in do- 
monstrating and illustrating the tnitlis of the Holy Scriptures. Among the 
many scholan of Europe, who, during this period, perrerted their lalonts in the 
exposition of preposterous dogmas and tlie defence of a false syslcm of philoao' 
pby, Joan ns Dtmss, called the Subtle Doctor, wns perhaps the most cele- 
brated. So Amout indeed nas he held for his genius and learning, thnt Eng- 
land and Ireland hare contended with Scotland for the honour of bis birth. 
His name, howerer, seems to indicate his nativity beyond all rensonable dis- 
pute. Though convenience hat induced general modern writer* to adopt the 
term Scotus as his prindpal cognomen, it is evidently a signiUcstion of his native 
country alone ; for Erigena, end other eminent natives of Soolland in early 
times, are all alike distinguished by it in their learned titles ; these titles, bo 
it observed, having been conferred in fonigTi seminaries of learning. John of 
Dtmte point* as deariy as possible to tlie town of that name in Berwickshire, 
where, at this day, a spot is pointed out as the place of his birth, and a 
blanch of his family possessed, till the beginning of the last century, a small 
piece of ground, called in old writings, " Lhinsi Half of Grueldykes." Those 
who claim him as a native of England set forivard the village of Dunstane in 
North umbeilond a* the pbce of hi* birth ; but while the word Dtaue' » ex- 
actly bis name, Dunstane i* not so, and Iherefoie, without other proof, we must 
hold the English locality a* n mere dream. The Iriih claimant* agnin 
say, that, a* Scotia no* Uie andent name of Ireland, Seotta muet have been 
an Iriihiiian. But it happens that Scotland and Ireland bore their present 

* It Is a oommai sloiy thai the tenn Dunce b derived from ths name of the philossplisr^ 
but In an oblique manner; aslupld Mudcnl boiiig termed anofAn- Dunie, en the <nme priti> 
dple ss a iftmm of heavy Inlelkct jn feneml li/cli KmoUmc* termed a bright man. 
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nauiM frcwi a period long antecedent to tfee birth of John deDunse; and 
all vrer Europe, Hibena^ and ScoIum were diitiiigiiiihinf titlei of IriihmeD 
and ScoUnten. Independent, too, of the name, there are other tsalimoniei 
concerning the DDlira place of Scotiu. In Ibe earlieit aullientk record of 
him, preferred in hi* life by Wading, {an Iriilunan and adrooile for In- 
land), the following pauage ocean, nhidi repreieiila him na a boy con- 
ducted by two friar* to Uumfriei, a tovn in a county almnt adjoining 
that in which Dunae it *ituate; — " Some infer that the acute geoiu* of Scotiia 
mu inborn. Father lldephoniu* Birxenu* (in Appar. §, 2.) from Ferdiiua 
(Fila SeMi, c SO,] and the latter from Gilbert Brown {Hitt. EccUt.) relate, 
* that Scntua, occupied on a ftrm, and, though the ion of a rich man, employed 
in keeping iheep, aoxirding to the curtom of his country, that youth may not 
bocome ricioui from idleneM, mi met by two Franciscan friars, bogging as 
usual for their monastery. Being farourably receired by his father's hospi- 
tality, they begun to instruct the boy by the repetiUon of the Lord's prayer, as 
tfaey found bim ignorant of the principles of juety ; and he was to apt ti 
scholar as to repeat it at once. The friars, surprised at such dacUity, which 
they regarded as a prodigy, prefailed on the father, though the mother warmly 
and loudly opposed, to permit them to lead the boy to Dumfries, where he vat 
■ooo a^er shorn as a norioe, and presented to our holy father, St t'rancj* ; 
and soma say that he then aatumed the profession of a friar.' Sucli are the 
words of BiizenUB." Another passage from the nme authority is still more 
concluNTe regarding Ibe country of Sootua : — " Nor must a wonderiiil circun- 
■lance be omitted, which, with Birzeniit, we transcribe from Ferchius (& 5.), 
that we may obtain the greater credit. Hence it appears, tliot the Holy Vir- 
gin granted to Dunse innocence of life, modesty of manners, complete faitb, 
ootUinence, piety, and wisdom. That Faul might not be elated by great rere- 
lations, he (ufHsred the blows of Satan ; that the subtle doctor might not be 
inflated by the gifts of the mother of Chntt, he waa forced to tuffer tke Iriitt- 
lalioti of captivity, by a Gerce enemy. Gold is tried by the fumoco, and a 
just man by temptation, Edward I. king of England, called, from the length 
of his log*, Lony ShanJU, had cruelly inraded Scotland, learing no monument 
of ancient m^esty that he did not seize or destroy, leading to dcalli, or to jail, 
the most noble and learned nten of the country. Amont/ them were twelve 
friart i and that he might ezperienoo the dreadful slaughter and bitter cap- 
tirity of hit country, John of Dunte tuffered a miterahle tervitade ; thus imi- 
tating the apostle in tfae grace* of God, and the chains he endured" 

When delirered irom his serritude in England, Scotus studied at Merton 
coll^^, Oxford, where be soon became distinguished, particularly by the fooit 
ity and subtilty of his logical disputations. His progren in natuntl and moral 
philosophy, and in Uie diflerent branches of mathematical learning, was rapid ; 
and his skill in scholastic theology n-g* so striking, that ha was, in 1301, ap- 
pointed dirinity professor at Oxford. In this situation he soon attracted 
unbounded popularity. His lecture* on Uie sentences of Peter Lombard drew 
immense crowd* of hearer*, and we are assured that there were no fewer than 
thirty thousand students brought to tlie unirenity of Oxford, by the fame of 
tho subtle doctor's eloquence and learning. These lectures have been printed, 
and All six folio rolumea. In 1304, he was commanded by the general of hi* 
order (the Franciscan) to proceed to Paris, to defend the doctrine of the im- 
maculate conception of tlie Virgin Mary, wliidt had been impugned by son:e 
dirines. No fewer than two hundred objections are said to have been brought 
against that doctrine, which ho " heard whh great composure, and refuted them 
with a* much ease as Sampaon broke the ootds of the Philistine*." Hugo Ca^ 
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iUiu, in tail life «f Scotoi, nyi Out mw wlw wm prcteot on th(t ooearion, but 
who WM ft ilnuiger to the p««oti, tboagh not (o the bme of Sootna, emlBirasd, 
in n ferrour of ndMlratioa at th* eloquenc* ihftk.j^, '* Tliii k eilher an mi- 
gel from hoarea, ■ dsril ftom ball, or John Dum Seotu <" The Mme sieedoto 
we liBTe Men applied to rarioui other prodigief, but thia ia perli^a the origin 
of iL Aa Bi reward ibr liia Tictorr in thh fiunooa diapute, be-waa *ppoin<ted 
proftMor and regent in the theological adiaob of Paria, and Beqinred the title 
of Uie SuBTLx DocTToa. Nothing, hownrer, oouU be UMre bairen and uieleaa 
than the diinierical obatnctiiHia and metaphTaical rafinennnla nhitJi obtauned 
bim hia ti^ Ho oppoaed TbonuM Aquinaa on the iriiject of gnoe, and eatab- 
Lrited a aed called the Seotkta, in oootm-diaUDCtian to the Tbonirii, wbldi 
•zteeded ita raraificati^ IhrouglMHit erarf oountry in E^ope. In 1308, be 
waa lent to Cologne, to found a mnveavitf there, and to defend hia farourite 
doctrine of the imniMulate conception, ^ainat the diariplei MT Albert die Great 
But ha waa only a few mentha tlMre nten be waa aeiaed with an apt^te^c fit, 
whidi oit him oTT on (he Sih «€ NorMnber, 1308, in Ae fcrty-feuitb, or, sc- 
oording to othen, in the lUitr-CMBrth year of hia age. It la nid, that be wm 
buried before be bad been nctuiUjr dend, ai not d i aBoreged by an aftw exam- 
inatiMi of hia gnTO. 

The writinp which Scotai left behind him wace mniwaH. V^oui edi- 
tiona of pnrta of then, particnlarly of hia lectwea en tbe aentenoea of F«ter 
Loabard, were printed tomrda the doaeof AefifteenA coDtnrf; and in 1639, 
a cowplete edition of all hia worica, with hia life, by Wading, at etai Votit el 
Conm. a P. P. HibtnU CaUtyii Ramtmi & Iti»on Profiuoribut, appeared at 
Lyona in twoln TolnoMa fbUol Uteae labonn, irtiitA were at one time hand- 
led with rererential awe, are now almoat totally neglected. 

The fame of John DtuB Sootua, during' hia llfetiiM, and for aomy y«an after 
hi* deccaae, wai extnuxdiiiMy, and go«a (o {mne Ae oxtent «f hia talenta, 
how«Ter niii^plied and waated they were on the ad><iltien of adioal philnoophy 
and the abaurditiea of acbed dirinity. F^om among the laatinioniala regarding 
bim which Wading tiaa colleetad in hia lib, the fUlowing, by a learned cardinal, 
may be given aa a apecinien : " Among all the admlaatic ilocfana, I omat regard 
John Duna Scotna aa a ^lendid ann, obacurlng tdl the ttara of beaTen, by the 
piwdng acutenen of hia geniua; by the aubtilty and the depth of die moat 
wide, the moat hidden, tbe moat wonderfiil Uaralng-; thia moat lubtile doctor 
au^oaaea aJl other*, and, in my (pinion, yieUi to no writer of any age. Hia 
production!, the admiration and deqiair eren of tbe moat learned among Ifao 
leaned, being of audi extreme acuteneaa, that they oxcaciae, exdte, and 
aharpen eron ttw brighteat iaknli to a eaore aubline knowledge of dirine ob- 
jecja, it ii no wonder that the most profound nriten join in one nuoB, ' that 
thia Scot, beyond all controrerty, aurpeaaci not only tbe oontenporaiy tbeolo- 
giaui, bid even tbe gresteat of andent or modem timM, in tbe aidilimity of hia 
ganiui and the immenaity of hia learning '^ Hi* aubtile doctor waa the founder 
of the grand and moit noble aect of the Scotidi, which, aolely guided by hie 
doctrine, baa ao lealooaly taught, defended, am^fied, uid difltaaed it, that, 
being apraad «I1 orer the world, it ii regarded aa the moat illuKrioua of all. 
I'Yom Ihi* aect, like heroea from tbe Trojan bcrte, many prince* of adenoe 
hare proceeded, whoee labour in teadiing hat explained many difGcultiea, and 
whoae induitry in writing baa ao much adorned and enlarged theol<^e*l learn- 
ing, that no further addition can be expected «r deaired." Here ia another 
Epecimen of panegyric: " Sootna wa* ao oonammnate a philoaoplier, that ha 
couM. Iiare been the inrentor of pbiltnopby, if it had not before exiited. Hia 
knowledge of all the myateriea of religiw «i»a ao frofoimd and perfect, that it 
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«M tbUiot lutuitiTe eerbiiiay thta hOht. He dcMailwd tbs dirine lutura ■( 
if be had teen God ; the aUributM of calMtial ipiriti, u if he had been an ui- 
gel ; the ftlicitiet of n future rtale m if be had enjoyed Ibem ; and tbt way 
of prorideiMM ai if he bad peoetrated into all it* ataxf. He wrote lo many 
booki that one man ii hardly able to read them, and no one man is able to 
undentand tbem. He mold hare wri(t«D mwe, if be had oompowd with Im 
care and acaiiacy, BaA ma our inmrtal SeetiM, tbe mMt ingenioui, acute, 
and wbtila of tbe apo* «f nen.'*' 

Theae eztncta may mAce to (bow Ota eatlmatiMi, or mlher adoration, In 
\iUch tbs iubtla doctor waa once held ; and It inj not alone among his own 
diwaplea that be wai Tenerated ; for Julioe Cotar Scoligwr sduio«ledg«i, that 
in tbe penual of John of Dunaa, he acquired any lubtilty of diicuiiion irtiicli 
be might poaeat md CardM, om of the earllaat ^itMopbers who broke the 
yoke of Aiidotle, cUuea Sootoi UHng bis choaen tnelre n^ton of profound 



subtile 






and hii woriu were onoe held irilb tbe VMUaturbed oblirion whidi they now 
enjoy, tbe mind adreiU to the fleetb^ nalon of all, eren the moit honourable 
earthly aggiandiaement ; and alikeneM of name and ntuation tUfrgeala the 
qneatjon. Shall another Scolua, who, In our own day, baa exrited throogboat 
Enrope tbe livelieat a da a tr at ira i, oome, m two or three oentarie^ to be fbrgolten 
like John of DoM^ or only remembered, like bim, a* ft eorioni nimtniUon of the 
follies of a dark and ignorant age t 

DURHAM, luaa, " that lii^iilarly wi« and fiuthflil lenant of Jera Christ," 
waa by birth a gentleman. He waa dewiended from the family of Grang^-Dui^ 
ham, in the ahire of Angoa, and km proprietor of tbe tstate of Easter Powrie, 
now called Weddeiiwm. f^rom bia age at tbe time of bia death, he appears to 
hare been bom in 1688. ff e ha™ but few memoriab of hii early life, tear- 
ing ct^ge before taking any d^ree, be retired to bis patenwl estate, where 
he lired for same jeon aa a country gentleman. At an eariy period be mat- 
ried a daughter erf tbe biid of Duntarrie ;' and soon afterwards, while on a 
ridt to one of bar telationa, became deeply impreaaed with religious feeliDgt.' 
On bia return home, ha deroted bimaelf ahnoat wboUy to nudy. in which be 
made great proficiency, and we are told, "became not only sn experimeuUl 
ohiisUan, hut a learned mac" He did not, bowerer, contemplate becoming a 
clergyman, till tbe time cf tbe dril wan, in which he lerred ai a caplain. On 
one occaaion, befitre joining battle with the Englith, be called bis company to- 
gether to prayer. Mr Darid Dickfon riding past, beard some one praying, 
drew near him, and waa mud ttradt with what he beaid. After the aerrice 
wo finidied, be diarged him, that aa eoon aa tbe action waa orer, be Aould de- 

' Brakeri HbL Phlka. torn. iii. p. SBB. 

* Ths bUawiag wMaimt of U« eoDrersion is (iTai in WodimA Analecta [MS. Adv. 

" i?7?/"^f*V ■'^.'^ marrtBI, anfl mm net for a whne ooncsnied about religion, H« 
mTatJ-itbbkhdy to rUt U* nothM^n-liw. tho tdy DuntarrJo, wlio Ured In the parish of 

■M tba lady Diuilani* dtalrad bar am-ln-law, Mr Durham, to go and hear sermon uhd the 
Saturday, and for *d« Ume be wmtd by no means n, tiU tothTiii lady uid his mother-In- 
• "1 ^"^^ Importunity, at latt prsTCflod with iSm to go. Ho mnt that day.and heard 
TOy "*«°tl»fj);i i« """Od »o b. moTod that day by th. prmcher belr, yery serious in hi, 
dia™™, n that Otn w» somclbing wiwbt bi Mr Durbsm that dTy ; but it ™ like on 
embryoL Whu he cbdh boms, ba said to Us ir-"— '- ■— ■ •• -^ ^ ' ■ ■ - ■ 
togttinalatlMcbuTdi tills day t but I wID n 
He wnt away an tba Ssbbtlh Dtotnbg, and 
Epbialm Hdvlna, Bnvdi Ibo aeHon smnon t 



nprndana about b& amsMU :■ H* commenMrtalm, 
till be mado my luartand soul commend Mini* and 
and atretiBatod, and want donu Immidiatdy to tba I 
and aftar that he baounea m«st serloui man." 
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vote binaelf to tho minirtiy, " for to that be judg^ tbe Lord had called him," 
During tbe eiigti|^meDt, Mr Durham met vith two reranrkablo delirenuicc*. 
Mid Bccordlngi]', comidered himeelf bouod to obey tba ■tmngfer't charge, "a* 
s teitimony of liii grateful and thankful seine of the Lord*! goodnea and mercy 
lo bim." 

With Ibii re*olution, he came to the college of Glaigow, where he appear* to 
bare taken hi« degree,' and to hare itudied dirimty under bli oelebrated friend 
Darid Dlcktoo. The year 1647, in which he received hii liceme, wai one of 
MTere pealilence. The maiten and itudente of the anirenity remored to Irrine, 
iiliere Mr Durham undernent hit trioli, and receiTod a recommendatioD from hia 
profeuor to tbe preibytery and magiitntei of Glasgow. Though miw only about 
tirenty-fira yenn of age, ttudy and larioiBneai of diipoeition had already giren 
him the appearaoce of on old man. The teMioa of (ilaigon appointed one of 
their memben to request bim to preadi in their city, and after a shoTt period, 
" being abundantly tatiified with Mr Duthom'i doctrine, and tbe gifts bestOYTed 
upon him by the Lord, for lerring him in the ministry, did unanimously call 
him to the ministry of the Blockfriars' church, then vacant." Thither be re- 
mored in NoTember, the lama year. In 1(J49, Mr Dutham had a pr«aiing call 
from the town of Edinburgh, but the general Hiembly, to whom it was ultimately 
referred, refued to allow his translatioD. In his ministerial labours he seem* to 
have eveitised great patience and diligence, nor ivas he wanting In that plain- 
ness and lincerity towards the ridi and powerful, nliicb Is so necessary to secure 
esteem. When the republican army was at Glasgow, in 1051, Cromwell came 
unexpectedly on a Sunday afternoon to the outer high church, where Mr Dur. 
hsni preached " graciously and well to the time, as could hare been desired," 
according to principal Baillie ; in plainer language, " he preadicd against the 
inration to his face."' The story is thus concluded by his biographer : — " Neiit 
djiy, Cromwell sent for Mr Duiham, and told him, that be alnsy* thought Mr 
Duihom had beeu a more wise and prudent man than to meddle with matten of 
public concern in his sermons. To iriiich Mr Durham answer^, that it was 
not his practice to bring public matters into the pulpit, hut that he judged it 
both wisdom and prudence in him to speak his mind upon that head, seeing be 
bad the opportunity of doing it in his own hearing, Cromwell dismined him 
rery cirilly, but duired him to foihear insisting upon that subject in publia 
And at the same time, sundry ministen both in town and country met with 
Cromwell and hi* ofllcers, and represented in the strong«it manner tiie iqjustice 



• Sec Letter of Prindpul BuilUs hi hl'Ure'i History ot Gbsgaw, ed. 1830, p. 36*. 
a parllculan : 



Wodrow's Utn ai UickMii, MS. p. lix. In Uia Anslecu of this hlaorlui [MS. Adv. 
■ '■ thincmuut 



Tliat t;R>miien a 

ton, with nme of hii officer*, upon a SnbCith day, uid am* itrHigbt Into Iba hifh diurch, 
ivhero Mr Durham was prtadiing. The firat mit that offsrod litm iias P[roTOsl] Porler- 
liiJd's, where Mis> Ponorflcld sat, and she, seeing liim ui KiiillBliolItcer,she was ulmostnot 
dril. HoiTCTer, lis got In and lat with Mtsa Portertiald. After sermon wua orer, he otlied 
the miiitstcr'a name. She luUenly enough (old hlin, end desired to tuiDir irheretbre he asked. 
He Slid, ' iMQUsc he perceiied liim to lie a lorr great man, and in liii opinion might be 
choplnln to any piitva in Europe, though he had nvTer sveu him nor hoani of iiim before 
She enquired nlioul htm, and found It was O. Cromwell." 

' U^ preHxed 10 Treatiso ameoming Scandal. Cromwell seems lo hare received "sreat 
^-iinneBorBpcech"at theluuidsot the ministers of Glasgow. On a ti>rmeroccedon,Ziich(irT 
^oyd hod railed on him U) his fuca In the high church: on the present, wo are informed, 
that >' on Sundai', before noon, be isme unexpcclcdly to tlie high Inner chundi, where he 

?iiletly lieard Mr llobert Ramaiy prcoch a xeij' good hoiieat sermon, pertinent lor hi* cam. 
nlhaaftemi ■" .-»...-... l,.,. 1. i. -■-- ...— i..- 
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In the year 1650, when Mr Dickion b«caiae profee*or of dirinity at Edin. 
bui^ college, the commiHioaen for Tiiitiiig that of Glnigow, appointed by tiie 
reneral anenibly, unonimouily called JMr Durham to the TOcant chair. But be- 
fore he 1VM admitted to thii office, the auembly nominated him chaplain to the 
king<i family ; a tituation in which, though trying, more eipecially to a young 
man, ha conducted himself with great gravity and faithfulnen. While he con- 
dilated the alfectioni of (he courtien, he at the rams time kept them in awe ; 
" and irhenerer," layi hU biographer, " hs went about the dutiea of hia place, 
they did all carry gravely, and did forbear all lightneai and prOfiiDity." Tlie 
ditpoution of Chorlei, howerer, nni little luited to the eimplicity and UDoatenta- 
Uoui nature of the preibyterian nonliip, and although Mr Durham may ha<ro 
obtained hii retpect, there ii liltlo reason to heliere that be liked the clieck 
wJiich bi> pretence impoaod. 

Llringston menttona that Mr Durham oRered to accompany the king when ha 
went to Worcetter, — an otter which , as may hare been anticipated, waa nbt ac- 
cepted. The session of Glaigoir, finding that he irai again at liberty, ivrote a 
letter to bim at Stirling, in which they expresaed the warmeit feelingi toivardi 
him. " Vfe cannot tell," my they, " how much and how eameilly vte long 
once more to lee your face, and U> hear o word from you, from whose inoulli 
the Lord haa often blessed the same, for our great tefreshment We do, there- 
fore, with all earnestness request and beseech you, that you would, in the in- 
terim of your retirement from attendance upon tliat charge, (tliat of king's chap- 
lain,) let the toM-n and congregation, once and yet dear to you, nht> dare not 
quit their inlerest in you, nor look on that tie and relation betwixt you and 
them OS dissolred and null, enjoy the comfort of your sometimes very comforta- 
ble fellowship nnd ministry," From the letter it would appear, that Mr Dur- 
ham did not yet consider himself released from hli appointment in the king's 
fiimily ; but with the battle of Worcester termin.ited all the fond hope* of Uie 
royalists. Finding the household thu« broken up, there could be no objection 
to his returning to his former residence. He is mentioned a« present in the 
session in April, and It was at this period that his loterriew with Cromwell took 
place, but for fererol months afiemarda he teems to haTe withdrawn. In 
August, a Tacancy in the inner high church arose from the death of Mr Rd»eit 
Ramsay, and Mr Durham was earnestly requested to accept the charge. He ac- 
cordingly entered upon it in the coune of the same year (1G51), having for his 
colleague Mr John Carstain, his brother-in-law by his second marriage, and 
father of the afterwards eelebmled principal of the university of Edinburgh, 
[See article Cuunuis.] In the divisions which took place between the resolu* 
tioners and proteiten, Mr Durham took neither side. When the two parties in 
the synod of Glasgow met separately, each elected him their moderator, but he 
refused to join them, until tbey should unite, and a junction fortunately took 
place. The habits of severe study in which he had indulged since his entry into 
the ministry, seem to have brought on a premature decay of his constitution. 
After several months of confinement, he died on the 35th of June, I6SS, nt the 
early age of thirty-ois.* 

B ^' Mr Durham wua pcnon of theoutmoatcompOKu-s andgnivlty, and it was much made 
him smlin. In some great nun's bouse, Mr WlUIun Guthry and lie were together at din. 

d Mr Gulhry was exeeeding nurrf , and nuda Hr Durham smila, yn laugh, at his 

. t_... nioimtion. It was the ordinary of the lamUy to pray after dtraier, and 

ir mirth It was put upon Mr Guthry to prsy, aixd, as he wai wont, hs 

Iha Erestett measure of larlousQesse and fsrvcncj', to tha lEtoniahmcnt 

UprcMnt. Whan bam-' «- r^.-u v.- -^ __. 



plesiant iteathiBS oonTeimti 
Immadiatelv after thair mil 
fen immedlolaly Into Iha gi 
and moving of all present. 



I could not bvve been tetiaOK, nor in 
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Mr Ditrtiftiii'i firrt jmrngB bai bwn nDtioed in tb* Mrly pHt of tliu dteldt 
Hb Moood wife was the widow of ttw famoiii Zachary Boyd, sod third daughlar 
of Williani Mure of GlandAntoo, in Ronfnwdiire. Tiu* lady tMini to Hbto 
aiirrired him numy yean, and to hare beoD a ualow keeper at conrentideL 
SeToral of her niReringt <m Uili account are noticed by Wodrow in hii HUtory. 

It would bo tiresome to Ota readflr to enter ioto a detail of Mr Duriiam'i dif- 
fereitt works, and their Tarioni editiona. He baa long bemi and aliU oon^ntieB 
oae of tbe moat popular religioaa writon in Sootlaod.* 



EUilOT, Gbwob Auottvnia, lord Heathfield, a diatinguiihed military officer, 
ma the ninth aoD of Sir Gilbert Elliot of Stobba in BoKburghahire, and bom 
about the year 1718. Me receired hii education, fint at home under the 
charge of a family tutor, and aftertfarda at LeydoQ, where he Bcquii«d a per- 
fect and colloquial knowledge of the Freach and German langtuigea. Being 
deatined for the anny, be waa placed at the military achool of I>a Fere, in 
Picardy, whidi wai the moat celebrated in Europe, aiKl conducted at that time 
by Vauban, the famou* engineer. He afterwardi lerred for aome time at a 
Tolunteer in the Fruaaion amy, which waa then cuiaidered the heit practical 
■diool of war. Betunung in bia leraiteenth year, he waa introdu(»d by hii 
fiitber to ]ieut«nant«oloael Feen of tbe SSd foot or royal Welafa Puaileera, 
which wai then lying at Edinburgh. Sir Gilbert preaented him ai a youth aa> 
xioua to bear anna for hia king and country ; and he accordingly entered the 
regiment a> & rolunteer. HaTing lerTed for upwarda of a twelTemouth, during 
irtiicfa he diapUyed an uncommon aeaLin hii pnrfesaion, be waa removed to tbe 
engineer eoipi at Woolwich, and naa making gnat progrcaa in the itudiei re- 
quiaite for that bisnch of aertioe, when hia luicle, colonel Elliot, introduced 
him aa a^utaot of tbe 9d troop of hraie greuadiera. Hia exertiona in Ihia 
litualion laid the foundation cf a diadpline, whidi BRerwarda rendered the two 
troopa of bone gnnadien the fineit corpa of heary caralry in Europe. In the 
war, which ended in 1 748, he aerred with hii regiment in many actioni — aoKing 
the reit, the battle of OeUingeD, in which he waa wounded. After lucceiaiTely 
purchaiing the taptnincy, majority, and lieutenant colonelcy, of hia regiment, 
he redgoed hia plaoe in tbe engineer corpa, notwilhttanding tliat he had tl- 
ready atudied gunnery and other niatten connected with the aervioe, to a degiee 
whidi few hare eTer attained. He waa now diitinguiibed ao highly for bii nal 
and acquirement!, that George IL appointed him one of bii aidea-de.<amp. 
In 17S9, he quitted the lecond raiment of bone grenadien, having been 
aelected to raiae, form, and diadpline the fint regiment of li^t h<»w, tailed 
after him, Elliot'a. Thia reginMot waa brought by him to audi a pitofa of ao- 
tirity and diadpline, a* to be held up aa a pattern to all tbe other dragOMi 
r^menta niied for many yean afterwarda. Colonel Elliot, indeed, may be 
dMcribed aa a perfect nitttary enttandaat Hia babila of life were oa rigo 
aa thoae of a religiooi aacetic. Hii food waa vegetable!, bii drink water. 
neitbor Indulged himielf in animal food nor wine. He never ilept more ti 
four houn at a tiuMj ao that be waa up later and eariier than moat other m 



lyGoogle 



GEORGE ATJQU8T0S EIXIOT. 211 

It WM hli constAiit eIid«BTOur to make hit men m atMtenugui, hardy, and rigi> 
Unt M kimMlf ; and it ia itat«d that habit at last rendered titem so, wi(h«ut 
dmr foeling it to be a Imdiliip. It might hare been expected, frota Mich a 
dianetar, that ha nould alio be ■ «tem and luucnipulDua •ddier; but the 
reTerw wu the caae. He iros linoerelf anxiouf, by acU of hnmauity, to 
Mften the horron of war. In the expedition t« the e«ait of France, whidi 
took place near the close of the Mi«n yean' war, he had the command of the 
cavalry, with the rank (tf brigadior-generaL In tiie memorable expedition 
againat the HaTannah, he tiM lecond in command. After a de^erate riege of 
nearly tno moothi, during which the Briliah luffered dreadfully firom the 
climate, the city, nhich wai conaideied ni the key to all the Spanish dominiona 
in the West Indiet, was taken by itorm. The Spanish general, Lewi* da Ve- 
hsco, had displayed infinite Srmnesi in his defence of this fortr e ss, as well as 
the moat deroted braTciy at its conclusion /haring fallen smidft heaps of slain, 
while vainly endonTOuring to repel the final attack. Elliot appean to hare 
been forcibly itnick by the gallant conduct of Velasco, and to hare rcaolred 
upon rendering it a model for liii own conduct under similar cireunutancei. 
After the peace his regiment was reviewed by the king (Gen^ III.) in Hyde 
Park, when they presented to his majesty tile standards taken &ora the enemy. 
The king, gratified with their high duuacter, tAeA general Elliot what mark 
of his ktoai he oould bestow on his regiment equal to their merits. He an- 
swered that hii re^ment would be prond, if his majesty ahould think that, by 
their lervices, they were entitled to the distinction of royals. It was acciffding- 
ly mads a royal regiment, with this flattering title — ^' The 15th or ktng^ 
royal raiment of light dragoons." At the same time the king expressed a 
desire to confer a marie of his braar on the brave general ; but he declsred 
that the honour and satiafaction of his majesty^ approbation were his best 

During the peace between 1763 and 1775, general Elliot serred for a time 
as commander of the fi»ce* in Ireland. Being recalled from this difficult post 
oa his own solicitation, he vna, in On hour fortunate for his country, appointed 
to the CMamand of Gibraltar, In the ensuing war, which finally inrolred both 
the French and Spaniards, tbi latter instituted a mart determined siege round 
bis fortress, whidi luted for three years, and was only uniuccetsM through 
the Bztraordinary exertions, and, it may be added, the extraordinary qualifica- 
tions, of general Elliot Both hiniaelf and bis garrison, having been previous- 
ly inured to every degree of abstinence and discipline, were fitted in a 
peculiar manner U> endure the hardships of the siege, while at the tame time 
his military and engineering movementa were governed by such a dear Judg- 
ment and skill, as to baffle the utmost eSbrta of the enemy. Collected within 
himself, he in no instance destroyed by prenmture attacks, the labours which 
would coat the enemy time, patience, and eipeoae to complete ; he deliberately 
observed their approwJiea, and, with the keenest perception, leiaed on the 
proper moment in which to make his attai^ with sacceaa. Ho never spent: hit 
ammunition in useless parade, or in unimportant attadcs. He never relaxed 
from his disdpljne by the appearance of security, nor hazarded the lives of his 
garrison by wild experiments. By s cool and temperato demeanour, mtli a 
mere handful of men, he maintained his station for three years of constant in- 
vestment, in whidi all the powers of Spain were employed. AU the eyes of 
Europe were upon his conduct, and his final triumph was unireraolly aUowed to 
be among the mlMt brilliant military transactions of modem times. 

On hia return to England, general Elliot received the thanks of parliament, 
and was honoured by his sovereign, June 14, 1787, with a peerage, under the 
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title of lord Heathfield sod Iwtod Gibraltar, beiidei beln; elected ft knight of 
the Bath. Hit lordihlp died at Aix-laXhapelle, July G, 1700, of » aecond 
itroke of palsy, irbile endearouring to reach GibrsltMr, where he wa« anxioui 
to cloM hii life. Ue left, by hii wife Anne, daughter of Sir Fiancia Dnke, ■ 
ton who MKxeeded him in the peerage. 

ELLIOT MuMUT Einimmoiai, Gu.bebt, fint etui of Minto, a diftinguished 
•tatennan, \n* born at Edinburgh, April S3, 1751. He wat the eldest son of 
Gilbert Elliot, ES9., adrocate, younger of Minto, by Mn Agnei Murray Kyn- 
cynmoni), of Melgund sod Kynnynmond. 

The earl of Miato was deioeaded from a race of rery eminent penoni. Hia 
£ither, who became Sir Gilbert Elliot of Minto, baronet, was coospicuoii* «■ a 
parliamantary (wator, and, in 1763, held the office of tieasurer of the lUTy. 
He lubeequently obtained the reversion of the office of keeper of the signet in 
Scotland. In the literary annftlt of his country, he is the well-known aulbor of 
lereral excellent poeUcil compositions, particularly the popular song, " IHy riieep 
I neglected." He also carried on a philoanphical correspondence with Darid 
Hume, which it quoted with marks of approbation by Mr Dugald Stennrt, in hii 
Philosophy of the Human Mind, and in his Diuertatioti prefixed to the serenth 
edition of Iha Eneydopicdia Biitannica. 

Sir Gilbert was the eldest son of Sir Gilbert Elliot of Miuto, lord justice 
clerk, a respectable judge and most accomplished man, especially in musitx 
Lord Minto, as he was lalled, is add to bare been the first to introduce the 
Oerman flute into Scotland, about the year 1785. In the history of Scotland, 
during the early part of the eighteenth century, be ii distinguished by his leal- 
ous and usetiil exertions as a friend of the protestant succession, and also by hii 
patriotic enthunium io erery luesiure that tended to the improrement and ad- 
vantage of his country. 

The fktber of lard Minto wni Gilbert Elliot, popularly called " Gibbie Elliot," 
at fitct a writer in Edinburgh, and in that capadty employed by the celebrated 
Mr Veiteh to rescue him bim the tyrannical goremment of Charles II. in Scot- 
land ; a duty in which he succeeded, fliough it led to his own denouncement by 
the Scottish priry counoL Gilbert Elliot contrired to make his escape to Hol- 
land, but, nererdteleH, wai tried in his absence for high treason to king Janiei 
Til., for which he was condemned and forfeited. After the rerolution, he re- 
turned to hii notire country ; and being recommended, both by liis sufieringi 
and his sagacity and expertnets in business, was made cleric of the privy council 
He subsequently entered at the Scottish bar, and rose to the rank of a civil and 
criminal judge. It is related, that when he came to Dumfries in the coune of 
the juslidory circuit, he never foiled to visit his old friend Veitch, who waa 
there settled minister ; and the following dialogue used to pass between them : 
" Ah, Willie, Willie," lord Minto would lay, " if it had not been for me, the 
pyets [magpies] would have been pyking your pow on the Nctherbow rort," 
" Ah, Gibbie, Gibbie," Veitch would reply, in reference to the lint impulse 
which bis persecutions had given to the fortunes of lord Minto, " if it had not 
been for me, you would have been mrltJng papers yet, at a plock the page." 

To return to the earl of Minto — hli first education wu of a private nature ; 
and, as hii father had prospects of advancement for him in England, he wat 
subsequently placed at a sdiool in that country. In 17G9, he enltred as » 
-geDtlenmn commoner at Christ church. Oxford : whence he was tivntfetred to 
Liacoln't Inn, and in due time vras called to the English bar. His health be* 
coming delicate, he soon after commenced a tour of tlie continent, with the view 
of acquiring a knowledge of the general state of European life and policy. While 
at Farli, he frequented tba society of Madame dii UelTand, by whom he is justly 
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piUMd In her coirwpondenca. She call* him " ce p«tit Elliot," either in eii> 
dcaraaDt, or in tilluiion to hi* youth atul <leli<ate penon. In 1777, Hr 
Elliot TnMnied Min Amyand, daughter of Sir Geor^ Amyand, by nhom he 
had lhre« lani and three dsughlen. Boon after thii period, bi« fiither died, 
leaving him in po«M«ion of the baronetcy. 

In 1771, Mr Elliot wa« elected member of pariiament for Morpeth ; Bod, 
though he nerer became h rery frequent (peaker, he gare proofi, on many oc- 
caiioM, of Ilia talenta both bi a debater and a man of buiinew. In the delibera- 
tion! of parliament on the American contest, he narmly eipouied the tzuse of 
niuiiiten, until nearly llie dose of the war, when lie joined the canka of the 
oppoiition. Haring sttofJied himaelf to Mr Fox, he gave hii nipport to the 
coalition minittry, and after the dinniuion of tliat party, adhered to it through- 
out iti miifortunei and diigreceL In the endeavoun of the party of the (wali- 
tioD to humble that of the new arlitocracy, which warned to hare ariien in what 
irai called the ladia inlerett ; In their attempt! to win the pei^le back to their 
■ide, by anerring, to a cerioin length, into demooatical ^fhiggitm ; Id their 
hope* to itrengthen thenuelvei on the autliority of the heir apparent to the 
croirn ; in Iheir oppocition to a war on behalf of Turiuy, with the power of 
Bunia and it* allies ; in their eflbrli to maintain what was really the ootutitu- 
tional right at the prince of Walei to the regency ; and in all their other politi- 
cal meuures, whether to lerre their country, or to restore themselTes to official 
power. Sir Gilbert Elliot bore no undiitinguithed port. 

The estimation in ivhich he was held by his party, is prored by (tie circum- 
stance of his hating been twice proposed ai speaker ; on one of which occasions 
he rery nearly carried his election against the gOTemment. At the breaking 
out of the Frendi rerolulion, he, like many othen (rf his party, warmly adopted 
the views of the toriei, and became a wann supporter of miniiter& In 17D3, 
the town of Toulon, and other parts of the south of fVance, had dedared for 
Louis XVIL, and seemed likely to become of great serrice to the British arm* 
in operating against the new republic Sir Gilbert Elliot was then associated 
in a MmuoiMion with lord Hood and general O'Hsra, respectirely comnuinderi 
of the nanl and military force, to meet with the French royalists, and ailbrd 
them all possible protection. On the re-caplure of Toulon by the republicans, 
December IS, 1793, he procured for such of the Toulonese as eacapeit a refbge 
in the island of Elba. The Conicaiit baring now also reaolred to declare 
agonal the republic. Sir Gilbert was nominated to take them under the protec- 
tion of Great Britain. Early in 1794, all the fortiiied places of the Island 
vrere put into his bands ; and the king baring socepted the proRbred sorereignty 
of the island. Sir Gilbert presided n* riceroy In a general aiKmbly of the Cor- 
sicans, June 19, 17D4, when a code of laws wss adopted for the political 
arrangement of society in the island, being in lubetance loineithBt limilar to 
the constitution of Great Britain. In a speech of great wisdom, dignity, and 
conciliation. Sir Gilbert recommended to the Corricsna to live quietly under this 
constitution, and to value aright the advantages they had gained by putting 
themselves under the protection of the same sovereign who was the executor wF 
the laws, and the guardian of the liberties of Great Britain. Whatever could 
be done by prudence, moderation, energy, and rigilance, was done by Sir Gll- 
bert in the goveiTuiient of this island ; but, notvrilhstaoding all his ettbrts, the 
French ultimately gained the ascendancy, and in October, 1796, the island was 
deserted by the British. George 111. acknowledged his sense of Sir Gilbert's 
serrices by nusing liim to the peerage, under the titleof lord or boron of Miuto, 
in the Aire of Roxburgh, with a spedal permission to adopt the arms of Coniea 
into the armMial hearings of his family. 
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Lnd Mioto'i ipeech in the Ikhh of Iwd* in inpp«rt of 11m union with Ir». 
land, a iMuure which met bit iiiHiei« •apport, niu oim of contiderabla «Kct, 
and much admired eren by thaw with wfaon h« iliflercd on Ifaat oocMton. 
Eariy in 179E), hU Iwdihip iru appointed enroy extrsordioary and minirter 
plenipotentiary to the court of Vienna, where be reiided, and ably execut«d 
the dutie* t^hia T«ry important office, till the end of the year 180t. On the 
acceBi<Ki of the -whig adminiitntion in 1806, ha filled, for a abort time, the 
office of prerident of the board of controul ; but haTinf aoon after b«eM ap- 
pointed to the lituation of goTeraor-goDeral of India, be embarked fw that dU- 
tant region in February, 1607. Aa the company, boaid of ooolmiil, and min- 
i*t«n had diffitred nbout the fiUSn; <^ thii office (nant by the death ef Hap- 
qoii Connrallit), the appointment of lord Mijkto moat be cooaidered aa a tcati- 
mony of the general confidence in hie ahilitiea and IntafpAtf, mora e^MCially oa 
be waa at the time quite ignorant of Indian afiairk "nie nanit fUly juKified 
all that had been antidpUed. Under the care of lord Minto, the debta of the 
oon^any n^idly dfanintahed, the animoaitica of the native princea mra Mibdaed, 
and the jealouay «f the goranuMot m* diiainiihed. In quelling the mutiny of 
the ooatt amy, ho evinoad nnidi prudence, tamper, and fimme** ; but hi* ad> 
minialntion naa rendered more ooni^caaualy brilliant by hia well-caiNetted 
and triumphant expeditiona agaiut the ialea of France aoA Bourbon in 1810, 
and that of Java in 1811. Although theaa enterpriaat wem in conftonily to 
the general Initruction*, yet the BiitiA miniateii candidly alknmd, in honoor of 
kkrd Minio, that to him «aa due (he whole merit of the plan, end alaoltiauccem- 
fitl terminalioik Ho himaelf acconpanied the expedition againat Jara : and it 
ie well known that hia praaenee not only contiibulcd naterially to Ita eariy mw 
render, but aim to the mainteiiaBae of hamkony in all depaHmenti of Iha expe- 
dition, and tended DMterially to condJiate the inhabitant! after the aunender. 
F<w theae eminent terricea, lord Minto receired the thanki of both houaaa of 
parliament ; and in Febroary, 1619, ac a proof of Ua majaaty'i continued ai^ 
probation, be wai promoted to an eaiidom, with the additional title of nicoiint 
Helgund. Hia lordahip returned to England in 1614, in apparent health; 
but after a ■boct ramdence in London, alarmii^ tymptoma of dedine b^an to 
nhow themaelTea, and be died June Slat, at Sterenage, on hii way to Scotland. 
Lord Minto^ general abilitie* ate beat aeen in hia acta. Hi* manneia wn 
mild and pleaiant, hia couTOnation naturally ^yftd — but ho could make it le- 
rioua and inrtmctivek He diaplayed, both in apMking and writing, great purity 
of language, and an uncoonnon degree of penpicuity in bl* mode of expnauon 
and narration. Ha waa an elegant icholar, a gtN>d linguiat, and well TCtaed both 
to ancient and modem hiitory. With all theae qualification!, he poaMaaed one 
which giret a daana to all olheia — modeety. In ibort, it ii rare that a peraon 
appean with auch a perfect balance of good qualidv aa the eail of Mintot 

ELFUIMSTQNE, Jinaa, a nuanellaneoM writer, wai bom at Edinbw^, 
Norember S5th, O.S., 1731. Ho appeua to bate dcacoided from a mee of 
Doo-junint epiacopaliana, and to liaTO had aama diatingid^ed counecdona antong 
that body. Uii falher waa the Bot. William Elphiutono, an epiaoopal ninialer. 
Hia mother waa daugfaUr to the Rot. Mr Hooeyman, "■'""*— of KinalF, and , 
niece to Honeyman, biahop of Orkney, a prelate rery obnoxioua to Iha ^eaby- 
terian party in the reign of Cbarlea IL, and who died in conaaquonoa of a | 
piatol-wound wludi he reoeirad while entering archbiihop<k Sharped coach, and i 
which iraa intended for the primate. Mr Elphinatone waa educated at the high 
•cbool and nniranity of Edinburgh ; and before the age of larentoen, waa 
deemed fit to act aa tutor to the ion of lord Blantyre. When about twanly- 
yean of age, he became acquainted at L<adon with the Jacobite 
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ThoiM* Carte, whom he acromponied on a tour throogh Holland, the NcUkt- 
hai», aod Faaae. In Farii the tmi tiBT«ll«n ipeot a coniderable tttne ; and 
bare Mr Mphimlone perfected hii aoqiuuntsnoa with ihs FreiM^ langoage. 
After the death of Carle, Mr Elphimtone returned to fau nalire country, and 
became tutor in the bmily of Hr Moray of Abercaimey, abo a keen Jacobite. 
In 1760, he if found reudent at Edinburgh, where be piperintendcd an editioa 
of the Bandiler. The law (^ copyright at that time penuitted the Scottbliand 
Ijiih botduellm to repaint whalerer werka appeared in England, widiout com- 
paiiHtion ; and thii waa taken adrantage of in the CMe of Dr Johaaon'i cele- 
hiated pqier, eadi number of which appeaMid at Edinbingb ai aoon ai it could 
be ebuined from London. To thii reprint, the aubject of the preaent memoir 
■upplied Ei^liah tnnalaUoiia of the daisical mottoee, and with thete Dr Johoaon 
ma 10 much plaaaad, aa to extend fail friendabip to tbeir author, and to adopt 
them in all the tubaequent edition* of bis woik. In a letter to Mr Elphimtone, 
publiihed in Boawell'i Life of Johnaon, the autti<»' of the Rambler begi «f hit 
friend, to " write aoon, to write often, and to write long letters ;" a nmipliment 
of whidi any xam axiating at that time might well have been prond. During 
the {wogrcM ot the Rambler, Mr Elphinatone lest hii mother, of whose death be 
gare a very affecting aocount, in a letter to hie liiter, Hra Strahan, wife of Mr 
William SVahan, the celebrated printer. Ilii* being ahoim to Dr Johnion, 
affected him ao much, witb a reflet^m upon bia own motiier, then in extreme 
old afe, that ha abed teara. He alio sent s consoUtory letter to Mr Elphin- 
atone, which ia printed by Beawell, and is AiU of warm and benignant feeling. 
The Scotti^ edition of the Rambler was ultimately completed, in eight dtiodecimo 
T«duniei, of nuwt elegant appaaranoe, and, a« the impreaiion waa limited, it is 

In 1751, Mr Elphinatone married Mist Giordon, daughter of a brother «f 
general Gordon of Auddntool, and gnuid-daughter of lord Audiintool, one of 
the jndgea of the court of sesaion before the lerolution. Two yean afterwards, 
he remored to London, and established a teminary upon an eztentire scale, first 
at Brocnpton, and afterwarda at Eenaington. At a teacher, he was lealous and 
intelligent, and oerer &iled to fix the afiection* and retain die friendabip of his 
pupils. In 1753, he published a poetical Tmrion of ihe younger Racine's poem 
of " Beligioo," vMcb, we are told, obtained the apprcd>ation of Dr Young, 
author of the " Night Tbougbti.** Atiout the lame time, finding no giammnr ot 
the EngliA language which he allt^lher approred of, he composed one fwthe 
ute of his pupils, and published it in two duodecimo Toluraes. This wai the 
moat nteftil, and also the moat aucceafiil of all hii woiki, fliough it is tiow anti- 
quated ; it receired the vann approbation of Mr John Walker, author of the 
Frononndng Dictionary. In 1763, Mr Elphinttone published a poem, entitled 
" Education," which met with no succeai 

In the year I77G, Mr Elphinstone retired fr'om his wAooI with a competency, 
and leemed destined to spend the reminder of a useful Ufa in tianquillity and 
happineii. In consequence, however, of certain peculiarities of hit own mind, 
his peace waa gieally distuibed, and hit name eorered with a ridicule which 
woi^ not otfaeraiie have belonged to it. It was the Impreturai of everybody 
bat Mr EDphinitone himself, that he posseised no particular talent for poetry, 
but almply resembled many otber men of good education, who possets the art i^ 
Mnitiucting vane, without the power of in^iring it with ideaa Tempted, per- 
haps, by the compliments he had reeeired on account of his mottoes to the Ram- 
bler, he reaolred to execute a poetical translation of MartiaL At be had aroott 
extensire acquslntanoe, bit contemplated work waa honoured with a large sub- 
scription-llit ; and the wnck appeared in 173S, in one volume quarto, but was 
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■net OD all bandi willi ridicule and contomjjt '* Elphinitona'i MortJal," uyl 
Dr Benttie, in n leUer to Sic William ForbM, " ii juit come to hand. It is truly 
a unique. The speclmeiu fomterly publiihed did very well to laugh ot ; but a 
ivhole quarto of noniCDM and gibberisU i* too niucb. It ii itrange tliat a nmn 
not nbolly illiteiata ihould Itare lired ao long in England without learning the 
language." The tvork, in fact, both in the poetry and the notei, dliplayed a 
toUU absence of judgment ; and, accordingly, it hai lunk into utter neglect. 

In 177U, Elphiiutone loit hii wife, au erent which ia auppoied to hare aome- 
wbat unhinged hii mind^ To beg;uile hii grtif, he tniTelled into Scotland, 
irhere he noa reosired with great drility by tlie matt diilinguiihed men of the 
day. It n-Bi even purposed to erect a new chair — one for Engliah literature — 
in the univenity of Edinburgh, in order tliat he might lill it: Though tbii de- 
■ign mitgiiTe, he delirered a Mriei of leclurei on the Engliih language, (irtt at 
Edinburgh, and then in the public hall of the unireriity of GJatgow. In the 
autumn of 1T79, lie returned to Edinburgh. 

In hii tmoilation of Martial, Mr Elphimtone had given gome ipecimeni of a 
new plan of orthography, projected by liiniielf, and of which the prindpal fea- 
ture wai the tpelling of the wordi according to their aounda. In church and in 
(tate, he wai a high tory ; but he woa the moit determined jacobin in language. 
The whole lyttem of deriraUon he set at defiance ; analogy waa hii lolrent ; 
and he wiihed to create a complete rerolution in farour of pronunciation. In 
17SG, he published a full explanation of hit syitem, in tico voluniei quarto, 
under the extraordinary title of "Propriety ascertained in her Picture." Though 
the work produced not a lingle convert, he persisted in hii desperate attempt, 
and followed up hi* first work by two others, entitled " English Orthography 
Epitomiied," and " Propriety^ Pocket Dictionary." In order, further, to give 
the world an example of an ordinary book printed according to his ideoj, he 
publithed, in 1794, a selection of his letter* to hi* friends, with their annverf, 
entirely spelt in the new way ; the appearance of which was so unnatural, and 
the reading so difficult and tireaome, that it never was sold to any extent, and 
produced a heavy loss to the editor. If Mr Elphinstone had applied his politi- 
cal principles to this subject, he would have soon convinced himself Ihnt there 
is more mischief, generally, in the change than good in the reiulL His pupil, 
Mr R. C. Dallns, thus accounts for hii obstinacy in error. " He was," says Uiii 
gentlemno,* " a Quixote in whatever he judged right ; in religion, in virtue, in 
benevolent interferences ; the force of custom or a host of foes made no imprei- 
iion upon him ; the only question willi him was, tttotdd it be, or thould it not 
he I Such a man might be foiled in an nllempt, but was not likely to be dU 
verted from one In whicli he thought right was to be supported against wrong. 
The wont that can be said of his perseverance in so ho^Kless o pursuit is, that 
it was a foible by irliich he injured no one but himulf." 

Having seriously impaired his fortune by the«e publications, the latter days of 
this worthy man would have probably been spent in poverty, if he hod not been 
rescued from that state by his brother-in-law and siilor, Mr and Mn Sirahan. 
The former of tlieie individuals, at his death, in 17S5, left him nn annuity of s 
hundred a-year, a hundred pounds in ready money, and twenty pounds for 
mournings. Mrs Strahan, who only survived her husband a month, left him 
two hundred pounds a-year more, and thuj secured his permanent comfort In 
the nmo year, he married, fur hit second wife, Slist Falconer, a niece of 
bishop Falconer of the Scottish episcopal cliurdi, wlio proved to him a most faith- 
ful and attentive partner till the cloae of his life. Mr Elphinslone lived on hi* 

1 NIdudi'i Ulcnr}' Anecdoln, iii 33. 
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humble competency, in the enjojmsnt of good Iienlth, liU Octobar 8th, 1909, 
Viheu ho niddfliily expired, in ilie eighty-eighth year of hi« tge. He wM 
buried bX Keniington, nbere, upon the eut wall of the churdi, tbere is Bmarble 
(lab, with an imcription Betting forth hii Tirtuei. 

lliough, ai a folloirer of liteiatore, Elphinitone did little to lecure the ap- 
probation of mankind, he m'Ai, nerertbeleaa, a man of considerable mental abili- 
tie« ; and it ii eren laid that he poaieued the power of writing with force and 
■Implidty, if it had not bean obicured by fail eccentricltiei. " Alter all," nys 
Mr Dallaa, " it ii ai ft man and a chrittian that he excelled ; u a (on, a bro- 
ther, a hiuband, and a father to many, though he nersr had any children of hii 
oirn, oa a friend, an enlightened patriot, and a loyal tubje^ Hii mannera 
vere liiople, hii rectitude underiating. Hia piety, though exemplary, waa de- 
void of ihoiT ; the aincerity of it was aelf-eTtdent ; but, though unobtruiire, it 
become impatient on the leart attempt at profaneneu ; and an oath he could not 
endure. On (uch oocaiioni he nerer failed boldly to correct the rice, ivhenco- 
toerer it proceeded. Mr Elpliinitone ma middle-ilzed, and (lender in hii 
penon ; he had a peculiar eountenanoe, which, periiapi, would hare l)een oon- 
■Idered an ordinary one, but for the ipirit and intellectual emanation which it 
poawMed. He never complied with bshinn in the alteration of hii clothei. In 
a letter to a friend in 17S3, he nyi : ' time hai no more changed my heart 
than my dreM ;' and he might bara laid it again in 1800. The colour of hii 
auit of clothei wai inrariably, except when in mourning, what is mlled a drab ; 
hii coat nil made in the &ihiott that reigned when he returned from France, 
in the beginning of the lait century, with flap* and buttoni to the podieta and 
ileerei, and nitbout a cape : he alwaya wore a powdered bag-wig, ivith a high 
toupee, and walked with a codced-hat and an amber-headed cane ; hii ahoe- 
buddei had aeldom been changed, and were alwayi of the tame size ; and he 
never put on booti. It muit be oburred, that he latterly, more than once, 
offered to make any duuige Mn Elphinitone might deem proper ; but in her 
-eyea hia virtuei and worth had lo laoctified hii appearance, that ihe would have 
thought the alteiation a lacrUege." 

EU'HINSTON, Wiujui, a celebrated ScotUih prelate, and founder of the 
unlvenity of Aberdeen, waa born in the dty of tilaagow in the year 1413. 
Hii father, William EHphiniton, wei a yoimger brother of the noble family of 
Elphiniton, who took up hii residence in Gk^;ow during the reign of Jamei I., 
and iiru the first of its dtizeni who became eminent and acquired a fortune ai 
a general morchnnt Hii mother was Maij^aret Douglas, a daughter of the 
Liird of Drumlanridc Hii earlieit youth was marked by a decided turn for 
the exerciiei of devotion, and he seems to have been by hii parenli, fit a very 
early period of hii Uie, devoted lo the churdi, which wu in theie dayi the only 
road to preferment. In the seventh year of his age he was sent to the gram- 
mar (chool, and having gone through the piewribed course, afterwards studied 
philosophy in the university of his native dty, then newly founded by biibop 
TumbuU, and obtained the degree of Artiwn magitter in the twenly-lilth year 
of his age. He then entered into holy orders, and waa appointed priest of tile 
church of St Michael's, lituated in St Enoch's gale, now the Trongate, where 
he oiBciated for the (pace of four years. Being strongly attadied to the study 
both of the civil and canon law, he was adviied by hii unde, Lawrence El- 
phinit«n, to repair to tlie continent, where these branches of knowledge were 
taught in perfection. Accordingly, in Ihe twenty-ninth year of his age, he 
went over to France, where he appUed himself to the study of law for the 
ipace of three years, at the end of which he woi called to fill a professional 
diair in the uiuvernty of Paris, and aAerwards at Orleans, in botli of whiiii 
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plaoM b« tougtit the Bdenee of law wth the higfacst appbu«& Haring io thw 
uunner ipeEt nioe joan abroad, be was, at the requeM of bii friend*, upadal. 
Ijr of Andrew HuiriiBBd, fail principal patron, (who, from being rectm c^ Cad- 
raw, had been promoted to the biihopric of Glaigow,) penuaded ta return to 
hii native country, where he iiai made panou of UUigtiw, and official or com- 
nuMary of the dioboM. Aa a mark <rf' reepect, too, the unireruty of Glaigoir 
elected hiin lord rector the lame year. On the deUh of biihop Muiihaad, 
which took place only two yean atler hii return, be wai noisiiuitcd by Bdie- 
rez, bi«bop of Bt Andiewi, official of Lothian; an office nhidi he diadtarged 
■o much to the aatitTactioo of all coiKMmed, that Jamei III., wnt tot him to 
parliament, and appointed him one of the lordi of hii priry coundL It may 
1m noticed here, ai a fMrioua fact, that at thii period men of varioiu degveei 
nt and deliberated and roted in parliament without any other authority than 
beii)f tumm«ned by hii majeity ai wiae and good men, whoie adrioa miglit b« 
uwful in the manHgement of public attain. So little, indeed, wm llie pririlegia 
of lifting and voting in parHament then understood, or dadred, that neidter 
the warmnt of their fellow aubjecti, nor the call of the king, waa (officieat M 
to aecure tbeir attondance, and penal^es for non-attendonoB had before thai 
period been exacted. Elphiotton wat dow in the way <rf' preferment ; and being 
a man both of talenia and addren, waa ready to profit by eiery <q»portiuiity. 
Some ditftrencei baring arisen betweea the French and Bcoltiih courts, the 
latlM-, alarmed for the itability of the anciMit alliance of the two countziei, 
thought fit to lend out an embavy for it* preaerratioa. This embamy comiated 
of the eari of Budian, lord dtunbwlain LiTii^^aton, bidiop of Dunkeld, and 
Elphiiuton, the subject of this meratur, who ao mnoaged matlen as to hare the 
succeu of the embaaiy wholly attributed to bini A« the reward of such ao 
important lerrice, he wn^ on hia return in 1479, made ardtdeacon of Argyle 
and ss this wai not considered as at all adequate to bii merits, the bishopric of 
Roes T,\at shortly after added. Ihe election of the chapter of Boss being 
speedily confirmed by the king^ letters patent under the great senl, Elphinston 
took his seat in parliament, under the title of e&ctiu et co^firmatu*, in the year 
1493. It does not appear, houeivr, that he was ever any tiling more than 
bishop elect ofRoss; and in the following year, 1483, Bobert Ulackadder, 
bishop of Aberdeen, being promoted to the see of Glasgow, Elpliinston was re- 
mored to that t^ Aberdeen. He was next year nominated, along with Colin 
earl of Ai^le, John lord Dnimmond, lord Oliphant, Kobert lord liyle, Archi- 
bald Whitelaw, archdeacon of Loudon, and Duncan Dundns, lord lyon king at 
arms, to meet with commissionen from Hidiard III., of England, for settling 
all disputes between the two countries. The commissioners met at Nottingham 
on the 7th of September, liS4, and, after many conferences, conchided a 
peace betwixt the two nations Cor the space of three years, commendng at nin- 
rise September S9th, 1484, and to end at sunset on the S9th of September, 
1487. Anxious to secure himself firmn the enmity of James at any future 
period, Ridiard, In addition to this tr«aty, proposed to marry his niece, Anne 
de la Pool, daughter of the duke of Suffolk, to the eldest ion of king Jomea. 
This proposal met with the hearty approbation of Janms ; and bishop Elphin- 
' (Ion with lereral noblemen were despatched bat^ again to Nottingham to con> 
dude the adiUr. Circumitanoes, however, rendered all the articles that had 
been agreed upon to no purpose, and on the fatal field of Bcsworth Richard 
shortly after closed hia guilty career. The truce cfutcluded with Ridiard for 
three yean doea not sppear to hare been very strictly observed, and on llie ihw 
oeuiun of Henry VIL, bishop l!^phinston with Sir John Banuay and othen, 
went agun into England, wbeira Ibey met with connniaakiners on the part of 
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that country, and on the 3d of July, 1466, non than * Tear of th« fomwr 
tmca btiBg (till to rttn, coocliided > peace, or rather a cenatioD of arm, which 
was to coDtinue till the 3d of July, 1489. Sevenl dnputed poinb were by 
(hit treaty referred to the Scottish pBriUment, which it waa agreed should ••- 
Mmble ia the month of January following. A meeting of the two kinga, it waa 
alia rtipulaled, ibould take place in the following inmiDer, when they would, 
face to face, talk orer all that related to their pencwal intereata, and those of 
their realmi. Owing to the confution that speedily ennied, thii meeting never 
look place. Biihop Elphinttoo, in the debatei betwitt the king and his nobl«f , 
adhered steadfaatly to the king, and exerted bimaelf to the utmoat to reconcile 
them, though without effiMt Finding the noble* nowiie diipnaed to listen to 
what he conudered reason, the biahop made another journey to England, to 
aolirit in behalf of his master the assiatancs of Henry. In this also be was un- 
aucoaaaAi! ; yet James waa to well pleaaed with hi* conduct, that on hi* return, 
he oofistituted him lord high chanceUor of Scotland, the principal itata office in 
the country. This the bishop held till the death of the king, which happened 
a Lttle more than three months after. On that erent, the bishop retired 
to bif diocese, and applied himself to the &ithfiil diachai^ of his episcopal 
functions. He was particulorly careful to reform ludi abases as ha found to 
exiat among bis clergy, and for their benefit composed a book of canons, taken 
from the canon* of the primitiTe ehurdi. He woi, howeTer, called to attend 
the parliament held at Edinburgh, in the month of October, 1488, whK« he 
waa present at the crowning of the young prince James, then in hi* *izteen(h 
year. Scarcely any bnt the conapitators against the late king attended this 
parliament, and aware that the bishop might refuse to concur with them in the 
measures they meant to pursue, they contrived to send him on a mitaion to 
Gennany, to the emperor Maximilian, to demand in maniage for the young 
king, hi» daughter Moigareb Before he couM reach Vienna, the lady in 
qneation had been promised to the heir apparent of the king (rf Spain. Though 
Iw failed in the object for which he had been apedally sent ont, his journey 
waa not unprofitable to his country ; for, taking Holland in hi* way home, he 
coodnded a treaty of peace and amity with the State*, who bad, to the great 
loa at Scotland, long been it* enemies. Tha benefit* of this treaty wet« *a 
generally felt, that it was acknowledged by all to have been a much mora im- 
portant aerrice than the accomplishment of the nMnriage, though all the expected 
advantage* bad fcJIowed it On bis return from this emhaaay in 1493, bishop 
Elphinston was mode lord priry sea), in place of bishop Hepburn, mmoved. 
The same year, be was again anointed a coranusiioaer, along with sereral 
Mbers, for renewing the tnioe with Engluid, whidi was done at Edinburgh, in 
the month of June, the tnice being tettled to last till the end of April, 1501, 

Tranquillity being now restored, bisbep Elphinston turned his attention to 
dw state of learning and <^ morals among his countrymen. For the improv»- 
ment of the latter, he compiled the lives erf' Scottish Saints, which he ordered to 
be read on solemn occasions among his clergy ; and for the improvement of 
the former, he applied to pope Alexander YL to grant him a bull for erecting 
a univenity jn Aberdeen. This request pope Alexander, from As reputation 
of the biihop, readily complied with, and sent him a bull to that eiiect in th* 
year 1494. The college, however, was not founded till the year 1506, when 
it waa dedicated to St Mary ; but tb« king, at the request of the bishop, 
having taken upon himself and his soocesson the protection of it, and contri> 
bitted to it* endowment, St Mary was compelled to give place to hit more effieieni 
patronage, and it haa ever Nnce been called King** college; By the bull of 
erectioa this univenity was endowed mth privileges as amj^ ai any in Europe, 
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and it tru chiefly formed upon Uie eicelleot modeb «f Pui* aad Bononia. 
The penoni originally endowed, were a doctor of theo1<)|7 (principa]), a doctor 
of the canon law, a doctor of the ciril law, a doctor uf phytic, a jirofettor 
humnoity to teiich grpniinar, a lub-prlQcipal to teadi philoaophy, a chanter, 
Kurigt, lix atudenti of theology, three tuidenti of the kit*, thirteen atudentj of 
philoeojAy, an organut, and fire singing boyi, who irere atudenli of humanity. 
By the united eJTcnla of tlie king and the bishop, ample proriNon was made for 
the lubsiiteDce of both teachen and taught, and to tliii day a regular education 
can be obtained at len expenae in Aberdeen, than any where else in the united 
kingdom* of Great Britain, The btihop of Aberdeen for the time, irai conati- 
tuled chancellor of the unirersity ; but upon the ahidilion i^ that office at tlie 
reformation, the patronage became reeled in the ctowiL Of thii college the 
celebrated Hectw Boece iraa the lint principal. He wa« recalled from Farit, 
where he had a profeijional ch»r, for the expreM purpoie of filling the office, 
which had a yearly lalnry of forty merki attained to it — two pounda three ihil- 
linga and fourpenoe tterling. While the worthy bishop wai thus lading a foun- 
dation for iupplying the diurch and the stal« with a regular leriei of learned 
men, he was not inattentire to other duties belonging to his i^ce. His mag 
njficent cathedral, founded by bishop Kinnimouth in the year 1357, but no 
completed till the year 1147, he was at great puna and conaidersble expensi 
to adorn. The great steeple, he fumiibed trith belli, which were lupposed U 
hare peculiar efficacy in driring ofTetil spirita. He was alao careful to add ti 
the gold, the silrer, and the jewels, with which the cathedral waa liberally fhr- 
nished, and particularly to the rich n'ardrobe for the officiating clergy. He 
alio added largely to the lilmry. While he naa attending to the spiritual 
wants of his dioceie, the worthy bishop was not forgetful of ita temporal com- 
forta ; and especially, for the acconunodation of the good town of Aberdeen, 
WM at the expense of erecting an excelleut stone bridge orer the Dee, a struc- 
ture which continued to be a public benefit for many agea; 

Id eonaequence of his profuae expenditure, James IV. bad lotaUy exhauit«d 
hii treasury, when, by the adrice of the lubject of this metDoir, he had recourse 
to the reTind of an old law that was luppoaed to hare become obsolete. Among 
the tenurea of land uaed in Scotland, there vat one by which the landlord held 
hia estate on tlie terms, that if he died and left bis sou and heir under age, his 
tutelage belonged to the king or some other lord superior, who uplifted all the 
rents of (he estate till the heir readied the yean of majority, while he bestowed 
upon his ward only what he thought necessaryi By the same tpede* of holding, 
if tbo possessor sold more than the half of his estate without consent of hia aupe- 
rioF, the whole reverted to the superior. There were alio lands held witii 
clouaea called trrilORf, of which iomo examples we beliere may be found still, 
by which, if two terms of feu duty run unpud into the third, the land reterti 
to the superior. From the troubled state of the country during the two former 
reigns, these laws bad not been enforced ; lo that now, when inquiry began to 
be mode, they bad a wide operation, and many were under the necessity of 
compounding for their estates. Had the biahop been aware of the use the king 
was to make of the very seasonable aupply, he would most probably haT* been 
the last man to have au^^eated it 

James now permitted hiouelf to be oyoled by the Trench coort, and espe- 
cioUy by the Frendi queen, who, aware of the romanUc turn of his niind, ad- 
dretted letleia to him as her knight, expreariugher hope, that as she had auT- 
fered mudi rebuke in Fnnca for defending bis honour, so be would ncompenie 
her again with soma of his kingly support in her necessity ; that is te say, tliat 
be would raise her on army, and come three feet of space on English ground 
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for her nlM. FiUcoUie sddi, lliat ibe Mnt him aljo fourteen Ihouund French 
ciowna lo pay hia expeniei, a circumatance that datracti in n conudetable de< 
gtv) Crom the wildnen of th* enterpriie, and bringi the nliole nearly to Iha 
level of o focOuh bargain. Janiea, thm prompted, called a parliameat, where, 
conLmr; to the dedared opinion of all the inter members, the promiiei of La 
Motle the French ambaMador, the lubierTiency of the dei^, who either enjoy> 
ed cr expected Gallic peniioni, and the eagerneis of Jamei, cauied war to be de- 
termined on ugninat England, and a day to be appointed for asiembliDg the army. 
Tlie army itbb laiied accordingly, and Jamei, crossing the borden, stormed the 
cmlle) of Noifaam, Wark, and Ford, naitiog without mercy nil the adjoining 
country. In a abort time, one of hii female prisoner!, the lady Heron of Ford, 
enmoMd him in an amour, in coaiequence of which he neglected the care of 
Ills army, and suRered the troop* to lie idle in a country that could not yield 
Ihem subiistence for any length of tine. Hij army, of couvse, looa b^an to 
diiperte. The nobles, indeed, remained with their relations and immediate 
retainen ; but eten the*e were highly diaiatiafied, and were anxious to return 
home, taking Berwick by the way, yiMdi they contended would yield them a 
richer reward for their labour than all the nllagea on the border. James, how- 
eTcr, obstinate and intractable, would listen to no adrice, and on the Sth day 
of Septerober, 1513, cune to an action with the English, under the earl of Sur- 
rey, who, by a skilful countermarch had placed himself between James and hii 
own country. James, wbelber from ignorance or wilfulnea, allowed hi* ene- 
n^es quietly to take CTCry advantage, and when they had done so, set iire to 
hif tents, and descended from a strong poaition on the ridge of Flodden into the 
plain to meet Ihenx The consequences were such as the temerity of his conduct 
merited ; he was totally routed, being cut off himself, with almost the- whole of 
the Scottish nobility, toother with the archbishop of St Andrews, and many of 
the dignified clei^. Ilie news of this most disastrous battle to deeply affected 
the gentle spirit of bishop Elphinston, that he never wot seen to smile aftei^ 
words. He, however, attended in parliament to gii« hit adrice in the deplora- 
ble state to which the nation was reduced. The queen had been by the late 
king named as regent so long as site remained unmarried, and this, though con- 
trary to the practice of the countay, which had never hitherto admitted of a 
female exercising regal authority, was, fiom the scarcity of men qualified either 
by rank or talenli for filling the situation, acquiesced in, especially by those 
who wished for peace, which they supposed, and justly, as the event prttved, 
■he might hare some influenco in procuring. It was but a few months, how' 
ever, till she was married, and the question then came to be discussed anew, 
and with still greater riolence. 

Such a man as Elphinston was not to be spared to his country in tliis des-j 
^erate crisis', for a* be was on his jonmey to Edinburgh to attend a meeting 
of parliament, he was taken ill by the way, and died on the SSlh of October, 
1514 ; being in the eighty-third year of his age. He was, according to his 
own J^rections, buried in the collegiate church of Aberdeen. 

Bishop Elphinston is one of those ornaments of the Cathollo church, who 
■ometimes appear in spite of tho errors of that &itb. He seems to hare been a 
seally good and amiable man. He wrote, as has been already remarited, the' 
Lives of Scottish Saints, which are now losL He composed also a history of 
Scotland, from the earliest period of her history, doivn to his own lime, lAv ' 
is still preserved in die Bodleian library at Oxford. It is said to consist of 
eleven books, occupying three hundred and eighty-four pages in folio, writtei 
in a small hand, and full of contractions, and to be nearly the same as Fordur 
so that wo should suppose it scarcely worthy of the trouble it would take t 
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lend iL Of all our Scoltiih bbhops, bonerer, no one hat bMs by on liiito- 
risiw mora higUy comtneoded limn bighop Elphietton. He ha» beon celebrated 
at n gmt itntennan, s learned and pi«ua chuichmui, and one who gamed the 
reTerenoe uid tbe lore of aU men. He certainly left J)ebind him many noble 
iMtanoea of hii piety and public ipirit ; and it it highly to- hit. honour, that, 
notwilhEtaudiDg hii liberality in building and endowing hia caUeg«, [Mending 
materialt for a bridge over die Dee, the la>^ alnu that he gar* daily to the 
poor and religioui of all torlt, betidei the help tlint he oftbrded to hi* own kin< 
dred, he uted aolely lbs renta of hit onn biibopric, hsTing netM held 
any place m commntdam, at the genraal pisctice then wu, and he left behind 
him at hit death, ten tho^wand poun'dt in gold and lilrer, irfaidi he bequeathed 
to the .rxiUiegt, sad to the fioiihing and repairing of, hit bridge orer Uu Dee. 
At-he wai thua conaptcuout, continuet bia biographer, for piety and charity, to 
he naa no Ian ao for hia hariug oranpoMd leTcral eUhorate trestisea that were 
dettroyed at tbo reformation, Thia pan^^yritt goes on to lay, " that there 
nerer mi a man known to be of greater integrity of life and monnen, it beii^ 
obterred of him, that after ha entered into holy ordert, he wm nerer known to 
do or tay an unseemly things But the reapect and reneration that he waa beU 
in, may appear from what ia related to have happened at the time of hit burial, 
by the hiitoriant who liTed near hia tinw, for they write, that the day hii corpie 
WM brought forth to be interred, the paitonl Ua^ whkji wu all of lUrer, and 
carried by Alexander Lauder a prieit, bndie in two piecea, one part thereof 
fMling into the grBre where the corpae wai to be Imd, and a voice vaa beard to 
cry, Teeam, Guubuue, MUra MpeUmdo— With tbe« the mitre and glory thereof 
it buried." 

ERIGENA, JoHH, ScoTDi, an eminent icholat of the middle age, ia nqipoted 
to hare been bum at Ayr, early in the ninth ceutuiy, though neither the place 
nor the date of hia birth it atcertoined with any preciiion. Accrading to tome, 
hia piindpal name, Erigena, lignifiet that he wat&om at Ayr; but otheri point 
to Erg«ne, on the bordera of Walee, sa the place of hia uotiTity ; while othen, 
sgalo, contend for Ireland, on the ttrength of hii name Scatiu, which, at that 
period, waj used to indicate a natire of the lialer itland. It would be a mere 
mockery to lay, that any thing ii known with certainty reipecting the life of 
John Scotut Erigena. It it almoet inconceirable, that a man thould hare been 
bora among the rude pei^le of Scotland in the ninth century, who aflerwaida 
diitinguiahed himaelf in the eyes of Europe at a tcholar. Aaauming, oererthe- 
leoi, the imperfect outhoritiei which hare handed doniL the name of thii penon, 
he aeemi to liate, at an early period of hia liie, been entertained at the court of 
Charles the Bald, king of France, at a profound philoeopber, and, what ia 
strange, a ivitty and amusing companion. It it itated, as an instance of the 
latter ([uaJification, that, being onoe asked by the king what wai between a Soot 
and a tot, ho answered, "Only the breadth of the table;" a proof, in &ct, of 
the fabulous character of ijigena't history, since Uiere could hare been no audi 
jingle between the words that mutt have been required l« e^ren those ideaa 
in any language of the ninth century. The biographeri of Erigena repreaent 
him as having been employed for a number of yeart in the court of king Charlea, 
partly as a preceptor in knowledge, and partly as a state councillor. At the 
tame time, he composed a number of w<nks upon theological tubjects, some of 
which were considered not orthodox. Haring tronolated the wodu of Dionyaius, 
or St Denia, the Greek philosophca', which were conaidered at particularly ad- 
rerta to the true faith, be waa obliged, by the peraaci^on of pop« Nioolaa L, to 
retire from France. Tbii wwk ia renuriuble aa having been the meant of 
introducing the Aristotelian or tcholattic tjatem of philoM^y into the theolo- 
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gScal leaniii^ of llio wMtom diurclkw ; ui abuirdity which mlArded the pro- 
gitaa of true Kianoe for nutay centuriei, v>A wu not finally put down till the 
dayt of Baoon. The BuhMqueiit life of thii great uholar is doubly obtcurs. He 
it aaii toluTe been a profcwor ofinatbem&tici and attroDomy at Ozfiwd, about 
the tine of Alfred th« Girea^ or Bt leait to hare dolirared lecturM at that Mmi- 
■lary of leaming^ But nolhing it knomi with certainty reapeoUng- Oxford till 
a much later period. From Oxfi^ he i* aaid to have retired to the abbey of 
Mahneibury, where for aome time he kept a ichooL BehariDg-, honeTor, with 
gveat tumbiieai and ioTerity among hii Kholara, they were lo irritated, that they 
are reported to luTfl mordered hiu with the iron bodkini tlwn used in writing. 
The time of hia death if generally referred to 883, 

A great multitude of wcrlu have been attributed to Edgena ; but Ibe follow 
11^ are all tliat hare been painted ; — 1. " De Diiiiione Nature," Ozoo. by Gale, 
folio, 1651. — 3. "De PrsdeitiDatiaae Dei, conba Gote«:halcum," edited by 
Glib. Maguin, in hii Vindiote Frfedaftinatiaiiii et Gratia, toL L p> 103. — 
3. "'Excerpla de DifTorentiij et Sodetatibus Oned Latinique Verbi," in Macro- 
biua'f work*.— 4. "De Ckirptwe et Sanguine Domiu," 1558, 16G6, 1653; 
Lond. 1636, 8to. — 5- " Anibigua 8. Maxinki, leu Sdiolia ejiu in Difficilea loco* 
S. Gregorii Nazianzeni, IdUne vena," along with Ibe " Dirino Natune," 
Oxford, 1681, fblio^ — 6. " Opem S. Dionytii quitwir, in Tjilinam Unguam 
GOUTeiaa," in the edition of Dionyiint, C<don., 1 536. 

ERSKINE, Davm, better known by hia judicial deiignation of lord l>in, an 
einiiient lawyer and moral writer, \n» bom at Dun, in the county of Angua, in 
the year 167& AiW receiring bia edncati<Hi, partly at the uairersity <^ St 
Andrew*, and partly at that of Pari*, he wa*, in 169S, culled to the ScolUA 
bar, where he aoiw diitinguiihed hinaolf a* a pleader. Though tbe repreeen- 
tatire oif the celebrated laird of Dun, whoae effijrti in behalf of the Befonaotion 
haTe endeared hi* naoM to the Scottifh people, Darid Enkine wai a ■ealoui 
Jacobite, and friend to the noo-jurant epiioopal clergy. A* a member, mom- 
orer, of Ibe last Scottiah parliament, he gare all pouble oppoaition to the union. 
In 1711, the tory miniatry of queen Anne a^iointed him tme of Ibe judge* of 
the court of Hsiion; and in 1713, through the tame patronage, he became a 
commisiioner of the court of juiticiary. These office* he held till 1750, when 
<dd age induced him to Mtire. In I7S4, lord Dun publitbed a rtJume of moral 
and political reflectiona, which wa* long known under the title irf " Lord Dun'* 
Adrioe*," but ii now slmoat forgotten. Hi* lord*hip died in 1755, aged ejgbty- 
five. By hia wife, Magdalen Hiddel, of the family of Riddel of Haining, in 
Selkirkihire, he left a eon, John, who lucoeeded him in hia eitate, aud a 
daughter, Anne, who was Gnt married to Jamea, lord Ogilry, loii of Ihrid, third 
earl of Airly, and lecondly to Sir JamM Macdonald of Slul 

EBSKINE, Divm Stawur, earl <a Buchan, lord Cardros, wa* bom on Ibe 
lit of June, 1713, O.S., and was the elde*t lurTiTing *oa of Henry Darid, the 
tenth oarl, and Agnea, daughter of Sir Jame* Stewart of Goodtree*, hi* nutjeity'* 
aoUdtor^neral for Scotland. He wsa educated, "in all manner of uaeful 
learning, aud in the habit* of rigid honour and rirtue," under the care of Jame* 
Buchanan, a relation of the poet and hittorian, and learned the elementa 
of the mathematics, history, and politic* from hi* lather, who had been a icholar 
of the celebrated Colin Maclaurio. At the uniTonity of Gla^ow he engaged 
ardently in " erery Ingenious and liberal study ;" but what will be better r». 
membered, was hia connexion with tiu unfortunate academy of Foulis the printer, 
jvliich he attended, and of his laboun at which he has lefl us a spedmen, in 
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On the completion of hit education, lord Cordrvu ent«rad tba umy, but 
mmr rou higher thau Ui* rank of lieutenanL ForM>kliig''tIie military life, ho 
mnt to Iiondon, to purtua the itudy of diplomacy under lord Chatham ; and, 
while there, irai electod a fellow of the royal and antiquniian aodetlei. In the 
following year, 1766, hii lonUiip wai appointed lecntary to the Britiih ero- 
hawy in Spain ; but hij father huring died thirteen monlha aflerwardi, he 
returned to hit aatlTe country, determined to derate the remainder of hli life to 
the cultiration of literature and the enconra^ment of literary men. 

The education of hit younger brothert, Thomat, afCenraidi the illuttriout 
lord-chancellor, and Henry, no lett celebrated for hit wit, teenu to hare occu- 
pied a large portion of lord Buchan'i thought!. To aocompUih theie objecti, 
lie for yean tubmitted to contiderabls privattont. The family-ettale had been 
■qusndered hy former lorda, and it ii no nnall credit to the eurl that he paid «ff 
debt! for which he waa not legally reapontible;. a coune of conduct which ihould 
lead m to orerlook pnnimonioui habita acquired under very diiadTSnlageout 
circumstance!. 

Lord fiuchan'a faTourite iludy wni the hiitory, literature, and antiquitiet of 
hii nattM country. It had long been regretted that no lodety had been formed 
in Scotland for the promotion of theae puituib; and with a Tien to lupplying 
titit deaidemtum, he called a meeting of the moat eraiusnt penom reijdent in 
Edinburgh, on the llA of Norember, 17S0. Fourteen aaMmbled at hii haUM 
in St Andrew tquare, and an eitoy, whidi will be found in Smellte't Account 
of the Society of Scottlah Antiquariei, p. 4 — 18, waa read by hia lordihip. At 
a meeting, held at tlie lame place, on the 38th, it waa determined, that upon llie 
18th of December a aodety thould h« formed upon the propoaed model ; and, 
accordingly, on the day fixed, the earl of Bute wot elected prealdent, and tiie 
earl of Buchan flrtt of five TJce-preaidentt, In 1799 the firtt Tolume of their 
Trnntactioua waa publithed ; and the following diacourtaa, by Iha earl, appear 
in it : — " Memoin of the Life of Sir JamM Stewart Denhato ;" " Account of 
the Fariih of Upiiall ;" " Account of the Itland of Icolmkill ;" and a '' Life of 
Mr Jamei Short, optidan." Beiidea theae, he had printed, in conjunction 
with Dt Walter IHinto, 1787, " An Account of the Lifb, \yritiiig«, and Inren- 
tioni of Napier of Mercheaton." 

In the aaine year hit lordthip retired from Edinburgh to redde at Dryburgh 
abbey on account of hit healllL Here be purauod hia throuiite atudiea. He 
initituted on annual featire commemoration of Thonuon, at that poet'a nalire 
place ; and thia occation produced from the pen of Burna the beautiful Addiett 
to the shade of the bard of Ednam. The eid<%y pronounced by the illuUrtoua 
earl on tlie fint of thue meetinga, in 1791, ia rem!u4iable. " I think myielf 
lu^py to hare thii <lay the honour of endearouiing to do honow to the memory 
of Thonuon, whidi hut been profknely touched by the rude hand of Samuel 
Johnion, whoae fame and reputation indicate the decline of taate in a country 
that, afler having produced an Alfred, a Wallace, a Bacon, a Napier, a Newton, 
a Buchanan, a Milton, a Hampden, a Fletcher, and a Tlioniaon, can submit to 
be bullied by an oreibenring pedant !" In the follo\¥ing year hia lordihip pub- 
lished an " Essay on the Lires and Writings of Fletcher of Snltoun and the poet 
Thomson, Biograpliical, Ciitical, and Political ; with tome pieces of Hiomson^ 
nerot before published," 8vo>' 

Lord Buclian had contributed to seTOral periodical publicationa In 1764i 
he communicated to the Gentleman't Ma|[aiine " Remarkt on the Progress of 

1 Rlwrnphlod Nolks of the Earl of Buchan in the New Scots Msgaitno, Tci. li. p, 43. 
From lliis article most of the liicli here mentioiied are extracted. 
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lh« Bomon Anna in Soodand during th« sixtli cflmp^gn of AgricoU," aft«iv 
imrdi printed, with pktei and additions, by Dr Jamietoo, in th« Bibliotheca 
TopograpUca Bribuinica. To Grcwe't Antiquities of Scotland he gare a de- 
teripUon of Drybtagh, witb view*, taken in 1787 and 1799. But hii mHt 
frequent aniitance waa glien to " The Bee," generally under fictitiom aignature*. 
The iMt work which he meditated wai the collection of IheM anonymous com- 
municatiOD). Accordingly, in 1912, "Iho Anonymoui and Fugitire Euny* of 
the earl of BiKhan, collected from yarious periodical woriu," appeared at 
Edinburgh in ISmo. It contains the follouing short preface : " The eari of 
fiiu^n, considering hii adTBoced age, has thought proper to publish this 
Tiilume, and meditate the publication of othen, conl^nlng his nnonymous nrit- 
ingi, that uo penoa may heieafler ascribe to him any otbsn than are by him, 
in Uiis manner, arowed, described, or enumerated." The Tolurae is wholly 
filled with his contributions to " The Bee ;" among which, in the department of 
Scottith history, are " Sketches of the Lires of Sir J. Stewart Donhara, George 
HerioC, John etu'l of Matt (his ancestor], and Bcnwrka on the Character and 
Writings of William Drummond of Hairthomden." The second Tolume did not 
appear. 

His death did not, boiTOTer, take place tiU seventeen years after tliis period ; 
but he waa for wTeral years before it in a state of dotage. Few men haie de- 
Toted themaelres so long and so exclusiTely to literature ; hii correspondence, 
both with foreigners and his own countrymen, was rery extenoTe, and compre- 
hended a period of almost three generntioni. But his sendees were principr.lly 
Taluable, nirt as an author, hut as a patron : his fortune did not warrant a rery 
eipenaive exhibition of good cAces; but in all cases where his own knowledge, 
whtdinai by no means limited, or letters of recommendation, could avail, Ihey 
were frankly and generously ollered. One of the wodti proposed by him was, 
" a Comraercium Epistolarum and Literary Hiftory of Scotland, during the 
period of last century," including the correspondence of " antiquaries, typo- 
grapben, and bibliogisphists," in which he had the ouiitanca of the late Dr 
Mobert Andenon. It is exceedingly to b« regretted that such a work, nnd re- 
ferring to so remaritable a period, should not havo been presented to the pub- 
lic. It might probably bare had a considerable portion of the garrulity of 
age ; but, from his lorddiip's yery extensire acquaintance with tho period, it 
cnunot be doubled that it would hare contained many facts, which are now irre- 
trievably lost. 

EflSKlME, Hxv. GsmiBmt, a celebrated divine, and founder of the secession 
d)urdi in Scotland, iraa son to the Rev. Henry Erskine, who was settled mitti»< 
ter at Comhill, in NoTthumberland, about the year IQil) ; whence he was ejected 
by Uie Bartholomew act in the year IG63, and, after lufl^ring many hardships 
{m bis attachment to the cauie of presbytery, was, shortly after the reTolulion, 
168S, settled pastor of the parish of Chimside, Berwickshire, where he finisiied 
his course, in the month of August, lGQ6,in the seventy-second year of his age. 
The Ber. Henry Enldne was of tlie andent family of Sliiellield, in the Merse, 
descended from the noble family of IVIarr, and Ebenezer was one of his younger 
son* by his second wife, Margaret Halcro, a native of Orkney, the founder of 
whose family was Halcro, prince of Denmaric, and whose great-grandmother mu 
the lady Barliara Stuart, daughter to Robert earl of Orkney, son to James V. of 
Scotland ; so that his parentage was, in every respect, what Ihe ivorld calls 
highly respectoble. The place of his birth bos been variously stated. One 
account says it was Ihe village of Drybuigh, where the house occupied by his 
father is still pointed out, and has been carefhily preserved, as a relic of the 
fiunily; another says It was the Bass, where his father was at the time a pii- 
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loner for uoitconfarmity. Be Lhe place of hii birth at it n»y, tbe date ha» been 
OMerUiaed to hare b«en tlie 32Dd djiy of June, 1680 ; Bad thename Ebenezei, 
"tatoaeot amkt^Kts," irai giTen him by hit piou* puenti in tMUmony of 
their gratitude for that goodn^M and mercy vitit which, amidat all their pene- 
Nilioni, Ihey bad been uuceMingly preferred. Of hii escly youth sotbii^ psr* 
ticular hai been recorded. The ekmeolt of litenture he receitod ai Chimude, 
under Ibe immediate superinlendeDce of hii iktber, after whidi he went tbrouj^ 
a regular coune of itudy U the unirenity ef Edinburgh.' During tbe moat 
part of the tieie that he waa & student, he Acted a« tutor and disg^ain to tbeeorl 
of iEIothee, at Leelie-boUK, within tbe pre*byt«ry of Kiikaldy, by which court 
he was taken upon triali, And licenaed to preach tbe goipel in the year 1702. 

Hie abilitiea and ILe exoelleat duiacter of Mr !&ikine loaa brought him 
into notice ; and in tbe month of May, 1T03, lie raceiTed a iiTtanimom call to 
the pariib of Fortmoak, to tbe paitoral care irf which be wai ordained in the 
month of September foUawing. In tbia plaaiaatly teqne«tered lituation, derot- 
ing himielf wholly to Ibe dutiei of hia office, be laid Uie foundatioii of thai ex- 
cellence for which, in bia aAerJife, he wai ao reaiaikably dialingukhed. Anxi' 
oua to attain accurate and exteniire viewt of divine truth, he spent a great 
proportion of hii time in tbe itudy of the Kriptures, alei^ with iome of the 
most eminent expomton, Turretine, Wiuiui, Owen, Sic ; embracing', beudee, 
eTery opportunity of converting on thedogical auhjedi nith penona of intelU' 
genoe and piety. By these means he soon came to great deariMM both of 
conception and expression of the leadii^ truth* of tbe go^el, .of which, at first, 
like maoy other pious ministen of iba church of Scotland at that period, his 
views were clouded with no inconsiderable portion of legalism. During the year 
succeeding hit aettlement, be was united in marriage to Alison Turpie, a young 
woman of more than ordiiiary talents, and of undoubted piety. To the ex^ 
rience of this excellent woman be was accustomed to acknowledge to his friends, 
that he was indebted fee much of that accuracy of new by whicJi he wat sa 
greatly distingulihsd, and to whidi much of tlut auccess which attended hii 
ministey is, doubtleta, to be ascribed ; and, more e^edally, he used to mention 
a confidential conreraation, on tbe aubject of their religious experiences, be- 
tween her and his brother Balpb, whidi he accidentally overheard from the 
wlodow of bit ttudy, which orerlooked the bower In the garden, where tbey 
wore sitting, and imconsiaous of any person orerhearing them. Struck with the 
simpUdty of their viewi, and the extent of their attainmentt, as so very soperitw 
to his own, he wat led to a more doao examination of the rital principle of 
Cbriationi^, which issued in a measure of ligfat aod a degree of comfort to which 
be bad preTiouily been a tlfanger. In the discharge of bis ministerial dutJea, 
he had always been ntott exemplary. Besides the usual serrices of the Sabbath, 
he had, as was a very general practice in the church of Scotland at that period, 
a weekly lecture on Uie Thursdays ; but now his diligence seemed to be 
doubled, and his object mudi more pointedly to [«each Christ in his penon, 
ofRtxa, and grace, as at once wisdom, righteousnest, sanctiScation, and redemp- 
tion to all who truly receive and rest upon him. Even in hi* external manners 
there appeared, from this time fortrard, a great and important improveoient. 
In public speaking lie had felt considerable embarrasantent, and in Tenturing to 
change bis attitude was in danger of losing his f^i>°" t but now he was at once 
master of his nund, his voice, and his gatLuret, and by a manner most dignified 
and engaging, at well as by the weight and the importance of hit matter, oam< 
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inanded dMp and MTerential attaatiML. Al tta Hune time that Vlt Enldne wti 
thiu attentive to bU puUic ay pMroncM, bs wal equally lo tu thoM diitie* of a 
more private kind, irhick aie no kM impoitaiit for promotin; Die gconth of 
piety and genuine holinea aauMig a pM^tle, bi* wliidi, hariag leM of the pomp 
of external eircunBtance to reeonuneDd tlieii exerriM, are more apt to be loiiie- 
timei OTeclooked. In the dudei of public catediiwiig and axhoiting from houM 
to house, ai nell a* in viiiting the tide, he nai most indefatigable. In eateciiiiing 
he generally brought forward the fubject of hi* diKonnea, that by the repetition 
of them be might make the mora lasting impiMrion on the mannen and hearti 
of hij people. For the purpoie* of necewary recceo^on be waa accustomed to 
perambulate the wh<^ bounds of hii parish, making frequent calli at the bouaei 
of his poristiioners, partaking of tbdr humble ineali, aitd talking over their 
every day afSiin, without any thing like ceremooy. By this meana he became 
intimately aequainted witb the tempera and the cbaracten of all hia hearen, 
and waa able most eilectivdy to administer the word of instruction, correction, 
eueoumgenient, or reproof, aa tbe drcinmtaccea of the cnse might require. 
Though Mr Erskine m* thus free and familiar with his people on ordinary and 
every day occationa, he wna perfectly awar« of the necenity of maintaining trtie 
mtnut^al dignity and deportment; and when he appeared among them in the 
tray of performing (riVdal duty, was careitd to preserve that serious and com- 
niaadiiig dencAUOur which a iituatim) so important, and servioes so solemn, na- 
turally tend to inspin. When visiting ministerially, it was hit custom to enter 
every habitation with the same gravity with wbicli he entered the pulpit, pro- 
nouncing tbe salutation, "Peace be to thia house;" after whldi he examined all 
the membera o( the fiuiiily, tendered to each nch eKhortations aa llieir circum- 
stances seemed to require, concluded with pnyer, fervent, perticular, and aAe«- 
tionate. In visiting the sidt, he riudied die same serious solemnity, and few 
had the gift of mote effectually faking to the cimifort of tbe dejected chria- 
tian, or of pointing out the I^mb of God tlut taketb away the ain of the world, 
to the sinner alarmed with a sense of guilt and the view of tbe i^prokching 
judgroenL 

We cannot f(«besr mentioning oaolher part of hii ministerinl conduct, in 
which it were to be widied that he were more imitated. Not satisfied with ad- 
dressing to tbe children of Us charge frequent admonitjona from the pulpit, and 
conferring with thani in their btben' hoosea, be regularly superintended tbeir 
instructiofi in tbe parish school, where it was his practice to visit every 8nttir>- 
day to hear them repeat tbe catechism, to tender them suitable advice, and' nf- 
fectionatdy to pray with them. When sncb was hia care of the diitdren, tbe 
reader will scarcely need to be told that he itai watchful over the conduct of 
tbeir teachers ; and for the pmei l u titm ef order and good goreraioent in his 
perish, he took care to have in every comer of it a siMcient . mmber of active 
and intelligent ruling elders, an order of men of divine appointment, and fitted 
fbr piMciiing and premotii^ tbe public morals beyond any other that have yet 
been tlioogbt npon, bat in sabsequent times, espedalbr in the eetablisbed chnrob, 
till ofloleyeuiigraatiy neglected. Tfaeeffectof alllbisdiligeDeein tbedischai^ 
of his paatml duttea, was a general attention to the interest* of religion among 
his people, all of whom seemed to r^sird their pastor with the atrosgert d<^r«e 
of respect and coofidencsb Not only waa the diurch crowded on Sobbatha, but 
even on tbe Thursdnyi, and his diets of examination drew together large au- 
diencok Prayw meetings were also established in every port of bis parish, for 
the management of which, be drew up a set of niU», and he encoorsged tbem 
by his presence, visiting them in rotation as alUn aa his other avocations would 
admit. Nor wot it this external regard to the practice of piety alone that di*. 
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tinguitlied tbem, tlia triumphant deUhi at many of tbem bora the •till more d». 
toAn tMtuaony to the good Mttd town ammig them hiring twen iTat«red bjr th« 
dewi of Divine Influence. It bu been afflmed, that the pariih of FortmotL wm 
long after diilinguiihed aboreall the pariaheaaronndltfor tbeatUinnientf of the 
people in religious knowledge, and for their nrnrked attention to the nilei of 
godliuMS and hooeaty. 

But it wBi not to hi* pitnsh alone that Mr Enkiiie'i laboun nete made a 
bleuing. Seriou4 duirtisn* from all quarterf o! the country, attracted by the 
celebrity of hii diancter, irere eager to enjoy occadanally the beuefiti of hia 
ministry, and on lacrameDtal occaaiwu he had frequently attendants fr«m the 
diitance of sixty or leventy miles. So great wu the concoune of people on 
these occasions, that it was neceesary to fonn two leparate assemblies besides 
that vliich met in the church, for the pn^ier business of the day ; and so re- 
markable me the success attending the wwd, that many eminent dirislians on 
their dealH-beds apoke of Fortuioak oa a Bethel where Ifaey bad enjoyed renewed 
manifestations trf" God's lore, and tbe inrlolability of his corenant. In the 
midit of his laboun, on tbe death of his dear bratber Mr Hac^ of Kinnw.Bn 
attempt was made to remove Mr &akine from Ptxtmoak to that burgh. Thtnigh 
the call, howerer, was unanimous and u^ent, tbe ajfectionate effbrts of the peo- 
ple of Portmoak viare successful ia preTonting the desired translation. Shortly 
after this, Mr Enldne reoeived on equally unanimous call to die parish of Kir- 
kaldy, which he also refused, bat a third minister being tnnled at Stirling, the 
R«T, Mr Alexander Hamilton, with tbe whole populadon, gare him a precaing 
and unanimous call, of which, after baring maturely deliberated on tbo dream- 
stances atteuding it, he fdt it hii duty to accept. He was accordingly, with 
tbe C4M)currence of the courts, translated to Stirling, in the autumn of the year 
1731, baring discharged the paitorol cAce In Fortmook for twenty-eight yean. 
Tbe farewell sennoii which he preached at Portmoak, from Acta xx. 39, ** And 
now behold I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing tbe things 
that shall befitll me there," bad in it aouiething particularly onunoui, and as 
such seems to hare been receiTed by the people. " This," says an eye and ear 
witness of tbe scene, " wai a sorrowfiil ^y to both minister and people. The 
retrospect of twenty-eight yeon of great Iblidty whidi were for erer gone, and 
the uncertainty of what mi^t follow, bathed their &ces with tears, and awoke 
tbe Toice of mourning throughout the congregation, for the loss of a pastor, tbe 
constant object of nbose ministry, was to reconunend to Iheir louli the exalted 
Redeemer in his penon, offices, and grace, who liad laboured to rouse the in- 
considerate to repentance and serious concern, and who had not &iled, when 
religious impreasions took place, to pr e serre and prtnnole tbem with unwearied 
diligence. So much was the minister himself afleded, that it was with difficulty 
he could proceed till he reached the end of the doctrinal part of bis diMXMmo, 
when be was obliged to pause, and, overcome with grief, conduded with thece 
words, " My friends, 1 find that neither you nor I con bear the application of 
this iubjecL" So strong was the affection of the people of Portmoak to Mr 
Erskine, that sereral indiriduala remored to Stirling along with him, that they 
might still enjoy the benefit of his ministry ; be was alio in tbe habit of risiting 
tbem and preaching to them occasionally, till, through tbe melandioly state of 
motten in the church, the points of all the parishes in Scotland were shut 
ag^nst him. 

In the new and enlarged sphere of action whidi Mr Erskine now occupied, 
he seemed to exert even more than his usual ability. His laboun here met 
with singular acceptance, and appeared to be as singularly ble«ed ; when on at- 
tempt was made, certainly little aniidpated by his friends, and perhaps as liltla 
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t>]r hiuueU, to pnralyie liis effitrti, to nsmtw the ipbere of his influence, and to 
drciMvcribo hi) exprewion of thouf^ht and fe«ling ; an exprecnDn whicb 
bad long been painful and was noiT thought to be danj^erout to the party Uiat 
hnd long been dominant in the Scottiah chuTch, and were diarged with comptitig 
her doctrine* and bbouring (o make a locrifice of her libertie* at tbe ahrine of 
riril authority. That they ivere guilty of the first of Iheie chaiges no* alleged 
to be prnred beyond the poraibility of contradiction, by their conduct toiianU 
the preibytery of Aucht^rarder, with regnrd to nhat has since been denominated 
the Auchterarder creed, so ikr bade as the year 1717; by their conduct to- 
ivards the twelve brethren, known by tbe name of " Marrow men," along idth 
their acta againit the doctrinei of the book entitled, "The Mditow of Modem 
Divinity," in the years 1720 and 1731 ; and, uiDrerecentlyatill, by the leniency 
of their dealings with professor John Simpson of Glasgow, who, though found 
to hare, in hii prelections to the divinity itudenli, taught o ayitem of Deism 
rather tlian christian theol<^, met with no higher cenaure than simple auspen- 
BioD. The itudents, it was insisted, could be equally well instructed from their 
tamely submitting to take the abjurstioa oath, and to the re-imposition of lay 
patronages, — contrary to the act of union, by which the Scottish church was ■o- 
lemnly guaranteed in all her liberties and immunitiea so long as that treaty should 
be in existence. That thia grinding yoke had been impoeed upon her in an 
iltegsl and despotic manner by the tory ininiatry of the latter years of queen 
Anne waa not denied ; but it was contended, that those powers which the duirch 
still possessed, and which she could still legally employ, had never been called 
into action, but that patrons hod been encouraged to make their sacrilegious 
encroachment* upon the rights of the christian people even beyond what they 
appeared of themselves willing to do, — while the cause of the people was by tlie 
church trampled upon, and their complaints totally diaregarded. In the con> 
tests occasioned by these diAHrent questions, Mr Enkine had been early en- 
gaged. He had refused the oath of abjuration, and it was owing to a (^ai^e 
preferred ag^nst him by the Rev. Mr Anderson of St Andrews, before the com- 
mission of the general assembly, for baring spoken against such as had taken it, 
that his fint printed sermon, " God's little remnant keeping their garments 
clean,'' was, along with some others, given to the, public in the year 179S, 
many years after it had been preached. In the defence of the doctrine of the 
marrow of Modem Divinity, he had a prindpal hand in the representation and 
petition presented to the assembly on the subject, May the lllh, 1721 ; which, 
though originally composed by Mr Boston, was revised and perfected by him. 
He alio drew up the original draught of the answers to the twelve queries that 
were put to the twelve brethren, which was afterwards perfected by Mr Gabriel 
Wilson of Maxton, one of the most luminous pieces of theology to be found in 
wiy langiuge. Along with his brethren, for his sltare in this good work, lie 
was by the general asembly solemnly rebuked and admoniahed, and was along 
with them reviled in many scurrilous publications of the day, as a man of wild 
antinomian principlea, an innovator in religion, an impugner of the Confession 
of Faith and Catetjiisms, an enemy to Christian morality, a troubler of Israel, 
ftnd puffed up with vanity in the pride and arrogtincy of his heart, anxious to 
be exalted above his brethren. These charitable assumptions found tbeir way 
even into the pulpits, and frequently figured in Synod sermons and other pub- 
lic dlKOurses. Owing to the vehemence of Principal Haddow of St Andrews, 
who, from personal pique at Mr Hc^g of Camock, the original publisher of 
the Harrow in Scotland, took the lead In Impugning the doctrines of that book, 
Mr ]Q>enezer £nkine and his four representing brethren in that quarter, Jnmes 
Hogg, James Bathgate, Junes Wardlaw, and Kalpb Enkine, were treated wilh 



lyGoogle 



230 RET. SBENEZKB KRSKIHB, 

iMurked ■ertrity. At WTenl lOMtiagi of Synod they nere op«iily oecuied aoA 
■ulijed«d to l)i« most inquintoriul exnmiiiationa. Attempts were aJco repeatadly 
nude to eatapri them to dga uww the Coufefiion of Faith, not ac it vh origi- 
naUy receired by the diurdi of Scotland in the year 1647, but u it wm ex- 
plained b; the (Aooxioua act of 1723. Tba»e attempts hoirever, had utterly 
bilfld, Bod the publication of (o aumy of Mr Enhine'a sernioni twd not only 
refuted the fooliib caluinniee that had been to induitrioualy wt afloat, but had 
prodigiouily iucreaied hi* reputation and hia general ittefnlneai. The tame 
year in which Mr Erskine vaa renuired to Stirling, a paper waa gifea in to the 
general assembly, ooinpbining of the riolent tettlementa that were m> gener- 
ally lakiug place throughout the country, which was not lo much sa allowed a 
hearing. This induced upwards of Gfly'two miniUeri, of whom the lubject of 
Bus DWDurir woa one, to draw up at large a representation of the olmoM innum- 
erable erils under idiich the church of Scotland iras groaning, and which thread 
ened to (ubTert her rery foundation!. To prerent all objections on the fwmality 
of this representation, it was carefully signed and req>ectfully presented, accord- 
ing to the order pointed out in such eases ; bat neither could this obtain lo much 
as a bearing- So far tfns the anmubly Iram being in the least degree aiTected 
Hilh the moomAd state of the church, and listenhig to the groans ot an aOicted 
but submissive people, that they sustained the settlement of Mr Staric at Kinross 
one of [he moat palpable inlruuom ever made upon a christian congregation, 
and they enjoined the [HMbytery who hod refused to i-eeeive him as a t»otber, to 
•nnJ his name on their list, and to grant no church pririleget to any indiridual 
of the parish of Kinross, but upon Mr Stark's letter of recommendation re<|uiring 
or allowing them so to do, and this in the fiice of the preabytery't dechratiaa, 
that Mr Stark had been imposed on the parisli of Kinross, and upon them, by 
the limple fiat of the patron. Agntait this dedslMi, proteati and diaenlj were 
presented by many indiridual*, bat by a previaUi law they hod prorided, thai 
nothing of the kind should henceforth be entered upon the journals of the 
courts, whether suptenie or subordinate, thus tearing no room for indiriduak to 
exMtwate their own conecienoes, nor any legitimate record of the oppoaitioA that 
had been mode to departuiw from establiriied and fundamental laws, or inno- 
rations upon tacitly acknowledged rules of propriety aitd good order. This 
le anembly, aa if anxious to extinguish the poitibility of popular daims 
ng lit any fulum period reriTed, proceeded to enact into a standiag law an 
orerture of last assembly, for establishing a uniform method of planting ra- 
it churches, when at any time the right of doii^ so should fall into the hands 
of presbyteries, tanquain jjire deoolulo, or by the consent of the parties in- 
terested in the settlement. This uniform method was simply the conferring the 
power of sulTnige, in country parishes, on heritors being protestant, no matter 
though they were episcopalians, and elders, in burghs, on magistrntes, towncouo. 
cil, — and elders, — and in burghs with landward parishes joined, on magistrates, 
town council, heritors, and eldeci joined, and tUs to continue " till it should 
please bod in his proridence to reliere this church frmn the grieiances arising 
from the act restoring potronnges.'i litis act was unquestionably planned by 
men to whom patronage presented no real grieraiices, and it was itself nothing 
but patronage modified rery little for the better. But the author* of it bad the 
art to pass it oT upon many simple nell-nieaning men, as containing all thnt the 
constitution of the Scottish church Iiad erer at any time allowed to the body of 
the people, and m so moderately worded that the govemroent could not but be am- 
ply satisfied that no danger could arise from its exercise, and of coune would 
give up its claim* upon patronage mthout a murmur. In cooseqiwnoe of this, 
the net passed through the assembly with less oppesltion than aren in the de- 
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txjei lUte of th« diurch might hare been expected. la ioet it pamd through 
the court at the expenM of iti rtry oouUtution. By the barrier act, U hai 
been iriiely prorided, that Do law ihall be enacted by the aaiembly, till in the 
ahi^ of an orarture, it bai been tramnutted to e«ery preibytery iu'tlie church, 
a majority of whose viewi in iU Jarour muit be obtiined befcoe it be made tbe 
subject c^ deliberal.ion. In tbi* case it had been tranimitted ; bat eigbleen 
preabytariei lud not made ^e required return, eighteeo apfTored of it with 
material alteationj, and Ihirty-one nere abiohUeljr afainit it ; ao ttiat the coD' 
djct af the party who piuhed thii act into law, waa barefiMed in tbe extreme. 
Nor wai tiie attempt to penuade the people, tiwt it contained the true meaning 
and ipirit of the itandarda of Uie chuvcb leu lo. The fint hook of dijcipline 
compUed in the year 15G0, and ratified by act of parliament in the year 15G7, 
aayi expveuly, " No man ihould enter in the miitlatry, without a lawftd voca- 
tion : Ae lawful rocation itandeth in tke election of tlie people, examinatiDn 
of the miniitry, and admiwion by both," And at if the abore were not plain 
enough, it ii added, " No miniater (hould be intruded upon any parljoilar kirh, 
without iJieir conaeid.'' The lecood book of di«cipliiw agreed upon in the gen- 
eral Buembly,l578, inaerted in their iegiateia,1581, tmum to in the national 
corenant the iame year reriMd, and ratified by the fameut awembly at Glas- 
gow, in the year 1639, and according to whidi the gotMnmant of the cfaurch, 
wai eetablitbed fint in the year 169S, and again In the year 164D, i» equally 
explicit on tbii head. " Vocation oi callii^ ii common to all that ibould bear 
office irithln the kirk, whidi ia a lawful way by the which qualified penoni are 
promoted to spiritual i^ce within the kirk of God, WitbMit this lawful calling, 
it was never kiaome to any to meddle witk any function ecdeaiasticai'' After 
■peaking of rootioD as extiaaidiaary akd osdinary, the «aiq»ilBn ilate " Ihi* 
ordinary and OMtward calling," to «onMt «f " two fttli, tfredioo, and ordina- 
tion. Heotion tkey stale to be " the dweaiag out of a peraon or ptivons moit 
Bhie to tbe office that vakea, by the judgment of tb« eldetdiip, [the preAytary], 
and coDMnt of the ovigregatioa to wfaic^ the pertcw or pemwa ^laU be ap- 
pointed. In tbe order of election ia to be eaebewed, that any person be in- 
truded in any offios of the kirk, cMibary to tiw will <tf the cxugregation to 
nluch they are ^pointed, or without the Toioe of die eldership,*' not the ekler- 
ship or snmicm of the congregstitm to wliidi the person is to ba ^^ointad, as 
hsa beea aA«n ignorsnUy sasMssd ; but the eUenhip or prediytery in wbosa 
bound* the vacant eongiegsdoD lies, and mder whose cha^e it i* neoeaurily 
placed in a peculiar maanar, by ita being vacant, cr iritlMut a public teadier. 
In perfect unison with the above, irtien the artides to be refbnied ere entuner- 
ated in a following chapter, patnwa^ is one ttt the most prominent, ii 
declared tohave" flowedfrom the pope and corruption (^ the canMi law, in so 
far B* thenby any person was intittded «r placed over kirks having cKram 
animanan ; uid ftxasmuch as that inaiuiar of proceeding hath no ground in die 
tvord of (iod, but is oontrory to the same, aod to the aaid Gberty af Section, 
they ought not now tw have place in this light of nelonnation ; and, therefore, 
whosoever will embrace God's word, and dedr« the kingdom of hia son 
Christ Jesus to be advanced, they will also ondtrace and receive that policy and 
(»der, which the word of God and uptight state of this kirii crave ; otherwise 
it is in v)dn that they hove professed the aame." Though die dntrdi bad thus 
clearly deHvered b«c optaion with regard to patronages, die bad never been 
able to duko benelf peiftetly free ftom them, excepting for a lew years pre- 
vious to the restoration of Charles II., when they were restored in all Aefr uJs- 
cUemus power and tendencies ; and the revolution church being set down, not 
upon the attainrnenta of the second, but upon the less dear and determinate 
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ones of the lint refbnaation, putroniigo somewlmt modiSed, with other erili, ttbi 
entailed on the country. Soraething of the light and heat of the more recent, aa 
nell ai more brilliant period atill, hoirerer, remained; and in the settlement 
of Ihe church made by the parliament in the year 1600, patronage in iti direct 
form nas «et elide, not ai on antichriitian ehomination, and incompatible with 
chrittlan liberty, as it ought to have been, but as " incoiiTenient and tubjec* to 
abute." Though this act, however, woa the act only of a civil court, it wai lew 
remote from »cripture and common seme, than this act of the highest ecclesias- 
tiail court in the nation. By that act " upon a vnconcy, the heritors, being 
protestants,'' (by a subsequent act it was provided, tbnt Ihey should be qualified 
protestants,) " and the elden, are to name and propose tlie person to Ibc whole 
congregation, to be either approven, or disapprovea by them ; and if thej dis> 
approve, the disapprovers to give in their reasons to the elTect the aflkir may 
be cognosced by the pre9byt«ry of the bounds, at uhose judgment, and by irhose 
determination the calling and entry of a particular minister is to be ordered and 
cvncluded." By this act, which we by no means admire, the heritors it woultl 
appear might have proposed one candidate to the congregation, and the eldert 
■mother; nor, whether tliere wBt but one candidate or two, bad the elec- 
tion been completed lill the congregation had given their voice. But by the 
assembly's act, the heritors and the elders elected as one body ; the w 
by thera completed ; and, however much the congregation might be d' 
except they could prove the elected person immoral in conduct, or 
in doctrine, they had no resource but to submit quietiy to the choice of their 
superiors, the heritors and the elden. 

The act of 1690 was liable to great abuse; yet, by the prudent conduct of 
peesbyteries, complaints were for many years comparatively few, and but forthe 
restoration of patrons to their antichristian power, might have continued to be 
so long enough. For ten or twelve years previous to this period, 1739, patrons 
had been gaining ground every year, and this act was unquestionably intended to 
accommodate any little appearance of liberty ivhich remained in the Scottish 
church to the genius of patronage, which was now by the leaders of Ihe domi- 
nant party declared the only aure if not Intimate door of entrance to the be- 
nefice, whatever it might be to tho affections and the spiritual edification of the 
people. Tiie measure, however, was incautious and premature. There was a 
spirit abroad which the ruling laction wanted the means to break, and which 
their frequent attempts to bend ouglit to have taught them was already fai be- 
yond their strength. As an overture nnd an interim set, it bad been almost 
universally condemned ; and, notv that it was made a standing law, without 
huring gone through the usual forms, and neither protest, dissent, nor remon- 
Blrance allowed to be entered against it, nothing remained for its opponents but, 
as occasion offered, to testify against it from the pulpit or Ihe pi-ess, which 
many embraced the eariiest opportunity of doing. Scarcely, indeed, tiad the 
members of aaembly reached their respective homes with ihe repoit of their 
proceedings, when, in the evening of the Sabbath, June 4tli, in a sermon from 
Isaiah ix. 6, the subject of Ibis memoir attacked the obnoidous act with such 
force of argument as was highly gratifying to ils opponents, but peculiarly gal- 
ling to its abettors, who were everywhere, in the course of a few days, by Ihe 
loud voice of general report, informed of the circumstance, niih mani- 
fold exaggemtions. Public, hoivever, as thii condeaination of Ihe act of 
assembly was, Nx £nkine did not think it enough. Having occasion, 
as late moderator, to open the synod of Perth on tlie 10th day of Octo- 
ber, tlio same year, taking for his test, Psalm cxviiL 22, " The Stone 
vbich tlie builders rejected, the some is made Ihe Head Stooe of the Cor* 
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ner,'' he deliTer«d Iiiinaelf, on the disputed pointt, more at large, and with dill 
greater freedom. In thii lermon, Mr Erakine awerted, in ill full breadth, the 
doctrine iMeb we hare abore prored, from her standards, to haie all along been 
the doctrine of the church of Scotland — that the election of a miniiter belonged 
to the whole body of the people, " The prwnjie," Eaid he, keeping- up the 
figure in the text, " of conduct and counsel in the choice of men that are to 
build, is not made to patrons and heritors, or any other set of men, but to the 
churt}), the body of Christ, to whom apodlei, prophets, sTangelists, pastors, and 
teachen are gireo. Ai it u a natural prinlege of every house or society of 
men, to haTe the choice of their ownsenania or officer; so it is the privilege of 
the house of God in a particular manner. What a miserable bondage would it 
be reckoued, for any family to hare itewaida, orserranti, impoced on them by 
ttrangen, who might gire the children a itone for bread, or n Korpiou instead 
of a fish, poison instead of medicine ; aad tliall we nippne that our God 
granted a power to any set of men, patrons, heritors, or whaterer they be, 
a power to impose servanta on hi4 ftniily, they being the purest todety in the 
world?'' This tery plain and homely paasage, which, for the truth it containi, 
and the noble spirit of liberty which it breathes, deserves to be irritten uith an 
Iron pen and lead in the rode for ever, gave great offence to many members of 
synod, and particularly to Mr Mercer of Aberdalgie, who moved that Mr Erskine 
should be rebuked for his freedom of tpeech, and admoniahed to be more 
circumspect for the future. This produced the appointment of a committee, to 
draw out the panagea complained of; which being done, and Mr Enkine 
refusing to retract any thing he had loid, the whole was laid before the synod. 
The synod, after a debate of three day*, found, by a plurality of six voices, Mr 
Erskiae censurable, and ordered him to be rebuked and admonished at their 
bar accwdingly. The presbytery of Stirling was also instructed to notice his 
behaviour in time coming, at their privy censures, and report to the next meeting 
of synod. Agaiast this sentence Mr Erskine entered his protest, and appealed to 
the general assembly. Mr Alexander .Moncrief of Abernethy also protested 
against this sentence, in which he was joined by a number of his brethren, only 
two of whom, Mr WiUiara Wilson of Ferth, and Mr Fisher of Kinclaven, Mr 
fkikine's son-in-law, became eventually seceden. Firm to their purpose, the 
synod, on the last sederunt of their meeting, called Mr Enkiite up to be 
rebuked; and be not appearing, it was resolved that he should be rebuked at 
their next meeting in April Personal pique against Mr Erskine, and envy of 
his extensive popularity, were unfortunately at the bottom of this procedure, 
which, as it increased that popularity in a tenfold degree, heightened propor- 
tioittlly the angry feelings of his opponents, and rendered tliem incapable of 
improving the few months that elapsed between the meetings of synod, for tak- 
ing a more cool and diapoKionate view of the subjecL The synod met in April, 
under the same excitation of feeling; and though the presbytery and the kirk sea- 
son of Stirling exerted theroselves to the utmost in order to tning about an accom- 
modation, it was In vain: the representations ofthe first were disregarded, and the 
petition irf' the other was not so much as read. Mr Erskine being called, and 
ecmipearing, simply told Ihem that he adhered to his appeal There cannot be 
a doubt but that the synod was encouraged to persevere in its wayward coune 
by tke leaden of the aswmbly, who were now resolved to lay prostrate every 
shadow of opposition to their measures. Accordingly, when the assembly met, 
in the month of May following, 1733, they commeirced proceedings by taking 
up the case of Mr Stark, the intiuder into the paiish of KinroM, and the pres- 
bytery of Dunfermline, whidi Ihey finiAed in the highest style of anthi^ity; 
probably, in port, for the very porpoea of Intinudating such as might b« di*. 
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powd to beMend Mr EnkiQe on thii momentous occsiion. IHu]dtud«i, It wai 
well known, upprored of erery word Mr Enkine hod taii ; but nhan it irai 
made apparent nith nhat a hi^ hand they were to be treated, if they took uy 
part in the matter, eren thoce irho wished him a lofe delirerBnce might be 
afraid to take bii part Piebsbly he Mmielf ms not ivithout painful mi^r- 
ingt when he beheld the tide of aulhority thus rolling realatlettly along; but he had 
committed hiauelf, and neither honour nor comcience would allow him to 
deaert the praroinence on which, in the exerciia of his duty, he had come to be 
placed, Ihwigh, for the time, it wsa coTered with dukneM, and aeenied to be 
Mirrounded wiA danger. Hi* appeal to the amemhly he Mppoited by reafoiN 
alike admirable, whether we couider their pointed bearing on the mbject, the 
piety that nmi through them, or the noble spirit of independence which they 
breathe. The reasons of his appeal were fire, of whidi we can only gira a 
fe^le outline. 1st, The imbitteied spirit of the greater part of the synod, by 
which they were eridently incapable of giring an impartial judgment. Snd, 
The tendency of sudi procedure to gag the mouths of those, who, by their com- 
missioD, must use all boldne« and freedom in dealing with the consciences of 
men. 3d, Because, though the synod had found him censurable, lliey had 
condesoended on no one part of the truth of Gtod's word, or the standards of 
this church, from which he had receded, 4th, The censured expreistons, 
riewed abstractly &om the oammittee's remark*, whidi the synod disowned, are 
not only inof^nsiTC but either siriptunl or natirely founded on scripture. Tha 
fifth reuon r^^mled the obnoxious act of assembly, against which he could not 
retract hi* testimony, and whidi tile synod, by their procedure, had made a 
terra of ministerial communion, which, for various reasons, he showed could 
not be BO to him. On all these accounts, ha claimed, " from the equity 
of the tenerabla assembly," a rerenal of the sentenoe of the synod. To Mi 
Enkine's appeal Mr James Pishn' gave in his name a* adhering, B«aaon* of 
protest were also given in by Mr Alexander Moncrief and a number of minis- 
ten and elder* adhering to him, fiat^t with the most cogent arguments, though 
couched in the modest form of supplication lather than assertion. Eut tbey 
had aU MM Ate, ria, were considai^d great aggraTBtioiis of Mr Enkine's origi< 
nal c^nce. The sentence of the synod was confirmed, and, to tenninale tfao 
process, Mr Enkine appointed to be rebuked and admonished by tbe moderator, 
at the bar of the assembly ; whidi was done accwdio^y. Mr Enkine, liowerer, 
declared that he could not submit to the rebuke and admonition, and gare In a 
protest for himself, Mr Wilson, Mr Mon^ef, and Mr Fisher, each of .wham 
demanded to be heard on their reason* of appeal, but were refused, — Mr Moa- 
oief and Mr Wilson, immediately by the assembly, and Mr Fisher, by the 
committee of bill* refusing to transmit hi* reason*, which were, in consaquenoe, 
left upon tlie table of the house. The paper wis titled, " Protest by Mr Qiea- 
emr Enkine and otben, given in to the assembly, 1733." " Although I have a 
Tory great and dutiful regard to the judicature* of this cfauich, to whom I own 
subjection in the Lead, yet, in respect the assembly ha* found me censurable, 
and hsTs tendered a rebuke and admonition to me for things I coaceire agree- 
able to the word of God and our approren standard*, 1 find myself obliged to 
rotest against the foresaid censure, a* importing that 1 hare, in my doctrine, 
at the opening of the synod of Perth, in October last, departed from 
Iba word of God, and the foresaid standard*, and that I shall he at liberty to 
pmtdi the same tniths of God, and to testify against the same or like defeo- 
tioDi o£ this churdi upon all ^vper oocuioni. And I do hereby adhere unto 
Um leitimonie* I have fraroeriy emitted against the act of assembly, 1739, 
wliMber In the protest entered agidnit it in open assembly, or yet in my Bynodi* 
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eal wnnoa, aranng tblt my ptoteit and declandon be ioierud in the recordi 
of Miembly, and that 1 be aSomd extncU thereof: Ebeaezer Enkine." 
** We, undenigiied snbKriben, diuenten fr<nn the lenteiuw of the synod of Perili 
and Stirlii^, do hereby adhere to the above protettaUon and detJaiatien, «hi- 
taining a teetimeay agaimt the act of anembly 1732, and nuerting our privi- 
lege and duty to testify publicly against the Mrae or like defections upon all 
proper occasions : William Wilion, Alexander Moncrlef." " I Mr James 
Fisher, minister at KincUven, appellant against the synod of Perth in this ques- 
tion, although the cnimnittee of bills did not thinlc lit to transmit my reasons of 
appeal, find myself obliged to adber« unto the foresaid protestation and decla- 
ration : James Fisher," This paper being refen«d to a committee, that cons' 
mittee returned it irith the tblloiving overture, which by a great majority of 
the assembly, was instantly turned into an act ; — " The general assembly oi^ 
dains, that the four brethren aforesud, appear before the oHnmission in August 
next, and then show their sorrow for their conduct and misbehaTiour in ottering 
to protest, and in giving in to this assembly the poper by them subeoribed, and 
that they then retract the same. And in case they do not appear before the 
said commission in August, and then riion their sotrow, and letract as said is, 
the commission is hereby empowered and appointed to suspend the said bre 
thren, or sudi of them as shall not obey, from the exercise of their ministry. 
And farther, in ease the said btethrea shall be suspended by the said commi»- 
uon, and Uiat they shall act contrary to the said sentence of suspension, the 
conuninion is hereby empowered and appointed, at their meeting in November, 
,OT any subsequent meeting, to proceed to a higher censure against the said four 
brethren, or such of them as shall continue to olTend by transgreuing this act. 
And tbe general assembly do appoint the several presbyteries of whi(£ the said 
brethren are members, to repwt to the commission in August and Bnbsequent 
niectingB of if, their conduct and behaviour with respect to this ficL" The fout 
brethren, on Uiis sentence being intimated to them, oflered to read the followiirg 
OS their joint ipeech : — " In regard the venerable assembly Iinve come to ■ 
positive sentence without hearing our deience, and hare appointed the commis 
sion to execute the sentence in August, in case we do not retract what we have 
done, we cannot but complain of this uncommon procedure, and declare that 
we are not at liberty to teke this alfair into avitandtcm.'" The assembly, hoir- 
ever, would not hear them, and they left their paper on the table, under form 
of instrument 

This sentence excited a deep sensation in every comer of the country, and 
tri>en the four brethren, as they were now called, appeared before the commis- 
sion in the month of August, numerous representations nere presented in tlieil 
behalf, stating the erils that nere likely to result from penevering in the 
measures that had been adopted towards them, and recommending caution and 
delay as the only means whereby mattera might be accommodated, and the 
peace of the church preserved. On Mr Ersfcine's behalf, especially, the peti- 
tions were uigent, and the testimonials to his character strong. " Mr Enhine's 
character," say the presbytery of Stirling in their representation to the conunia- 
sion, " is BO established amongst the body of professors of this part of the 
church, tlial we believe even the authority of an assembly condemning him can- 
not lessen it, yea, the condemnation itself, in the present case will tend to 
heighten it, and in his case, should the sentence be executed, most lamentable 
consequences would ensue, and most melancholy divisions will be increased ; 
the succMS of the gospel in our bounds hindered ; reproach, clamour, and nwse 
will take place ; our congregations be torn in pieces ; ministers of Christ will 
be deserted and niisi-epresented ; and our enemies will rejoice over us. Tbs 
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■anw erllt wen ^J^hended by the kiric tenion of Stiriing, and the obnTT» 
tiool of both prcebytery sod Matlon wen ooDfirmed b; the town coundl. — " We 
beg leave," tay they, " briefly to repteeent that Mr Enkine wat Mttled ai an 
ordained luiniiler amongit ui for the greater edification of the place, and that 
with no imoll trouble and expenee'— that we hare 'always lired in good friend- 
■hip with liim, after now two full yean* acquaintance — that we find bim to b« 
of a peaceable diipoiition of mind, and of a religioui walk and conraivation, 
and to be erery way fitted and qualified for diidiarging the oiSce of Ae mlnii- 
try amonget lu, and that ha haa accordingly diidiarged the nuae to our great 
latitfiKtioa — that, therefore, our being deprired of hii minitlerial performancea 
Buut undoubtedly be rery moving and afflictive to ui, and that the putting the 
foreaaid act (the act of (tupeniion) into execution, we are afraid, will in all like- 
lihood be attended with rery lamentable dicunatanoea, eonfueioni, and di*op< 
den, too numerous and tediou* to be here rebeamd, and that not only in Ihia 
place in particular, but alio in the church in genemL" The kirk «e«ion and 
town council of Perth presented each a repreeentotion in favour of Mr Wilion, 
M did tlie ^nbyteries of Dunblane and Ellon, praying the coomuMion to wait 
at leait for the inetnictiona of another ouenibly. Full of the i^irit of the aa- 
tembly which bad appointed it, however, the commiaiion wai deaf to oil adma< 
nitioni, refuting to read, or even to allow any of tlieae repreientationa to bo 
read, with the exception of a imall portion of that from the preibyteiy of Stir- 
ling, which might be done as a mark of I'espect to Mr Enkine*! character, or it 
might be intended to awaken the envy and rage of hit enemies Mr Ersldne 
prepared himself a pretty full repreaenlation, ai an appellant from the aeetence 
of ihe synod of Perth and Stirling, as did alio MrJamei Fisher. Alenn Wilson 
and Moncrief, as proteston agunst that sentence, gave in papers, under form of 
instrument, insisting upon it as their right to choose their own mode of defenoe, 
which was by writing. Mr Ersldne mom allowed, with aome difficulty, to read 
his paper, but none oi the others could obtain the like indulgence, lo they do- 
livered the substance of them in speeches at the bar. They did not differ In 
substance from thoae formerly given in, and of which we hava already given the 
reader as liberal specimens oi our limits will permiL " In t«gard they were 
not convicted of departing from any of the received principles of the diurch of 
Scotland, or of counteracting their ordination vows and engagements ; they 
protested that it should be lauful and warrantable for Ihom to exercise their aun> 
istry ai heretofore they had done ; and that they should not be chargeable with 
any of the lamentable effecta that might follow upon the course token with 
tbem." The commission, without any hesitation, suspended them from the ex- 
ercise of the ministerial function in all its parts. Against this sentence they 
renewed their protestations, and paid no regard to it, ai all of them confeswd 
when brought before the commission in the month of November. Applications 
in their behalf nere more numerous, at the meeting of the commission, in No- 
rember, than they had been in August, and they had tito advantage of thoae of 
August, in that they were read. The prayer of them all was delay ; and it carried 
in the commission, to proceed to a higher censure only by the casting vote of Mr 
Goldie, (orGoM'die,) the moderator. The sentence was pnmounced on the IGth- 
day of November, lT33,to the following effect: — "The commission of the gen- 
eral anembly did, and hereby do, loose the pastoral relation of Mr £benezer 
Enkine, minister at Stirling, Mr William Wilson, minister at Perth, Mr Alex- 
ander Moncrief, minister at Abemethy, and Air James Fisher, minister at 
Kinclaven, to their said respective charges ; and do declare them no longer 
ministers of this chun^ And do hereby prohibit all ministen of this chtwch 
to employ tliem, or any of them, in any ministerial function. And the commisr 
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Btoa do declare tbe diuidiei of the fold M«Mn Enktne, Wilaon, Moncrle^ and 
Kuher, mciuit fimm qnd after the dat« of thii MnteDce." Extracts were alio, by 
llie lenUnce, ordered to b« tent with letten to tlie HTeral preibyteries in trhoM 
bound* the (aid miniiten had their charge*, ordering intimation of the Kolence 
to be made in theievenil vacant cburchei; LsUen, intimating the lenteDce, nrere 
bUo ordered to the mBgiitrstes of Perth and Stirling, to the (heriff principal of 
Ferth,aitdbBillieof the regality of Aljemethy, Against this sentence, IVIrEnkine 
aodliii lirethren toolc tlie foUoiriiig proteitation, which may be considered astiie 
basis, or constitution, of the seceesion church, " We hereby adhere to the protesta- 
tion formerly entered before this court, both at their liut meeting in August, and 
when we appeared Iwfore this meeting. And, fbrther, wo do protest, in our 
oini mime, and In the name of alt and erei-y one in our reapec^re congrega- 
tioDS adhering to us, that, notwithstanding of this sentence piused against ua, 
our pastoral relotioii shall be held and reputed firm and valid. And, likewise, 
we protest, that, notwithstanding of our being cast out from ministerial com- 
munion with the established churdi of Scotland, we still hold communion mth 
all and every one who desire, with us, to adhere to the principlei of the true 
presbyterran church of Scotland, in her doctrine, worship, government, and dis- 
cipline, and particularly with ail who are groaning under the eiils, and who 
are afflicted with the gricTances we have been complaining of, and who ore, in 
their several spheres, wreilliDg against the same. But in regard the prevailing 
party in this established church, who have now cost us out from ministerial com- 
nuinion with them, ore carrying on a coune of defection from our refonned and 
coreoBOted principles, and particularly ore suppressing miiiiiterial freedom and 
faithfuJneai in testifying against the present backslidingi, and inilicting censurea 
upon miniiters for witnessing, by protedationi and otherwise, against the same. 
Therefore wo do, for thete and many other weighty reasons, to be laid open in 
due time, protest that.wa are obliged to make a secession from them, and that we 
cnn hold no minislerUl commmiion with them till they see their sins and 
mistakes, and amend them; and in like manner, we do protest that it shall 
lie lawful and warrantable for ug to exercise the keys of doctrine, disci- 
pline, and goreroment, acccoding to the word of God, aad confession of faith, 
and the principles and constitution of the covenanted church of Scotland, as if 
no such censure hod been passed upon us ; upon all which ive take instruments. 
And ive do hereby appeal to the fint free, faithful, and reforming general as- 
sembly-of tlie churdi of Scotland." Mr G^riel Wilson, of ATaxton, one of llie 
eleven brethren who, thirteen yean before this, had been joined with Mr 
Enkine in the defence of the Marrow, took a protest against the sentence nt 
the some time, which was adhered to by Balph Erskine, Dunfermline ; Thomas 
Muir, Orwell ; John Maclaurin, Edinburgh ; John Cunie, EbgJBBsie, after' 
wards llie most bitter enemy of the secession; James Wardlaw, Dunfermline, 
and Ttiomas Nairn, Abbotihall ; the greater part of whom lived to advance the 
interests of the secession. 

In this violent sbuggle for the church's and the people's liberties, Mr £Mdne 
was ably supported by his three brethren, Messrs Wilson, Moncrief, and Fisher, 
and his popularity was extended beyond what might be supposed reasonable 
liinit*. His congregation clung to him with intreosing fondness, and his ii*orthy 
colleague, Mr Alexander Hamilton, during the short time he lived after the rise 
of the secession, ceased not to sbow him the warmest regard by praying public- 
ly, both for him and the assodate presbytery. This presbytery was constituted 
with solemn p«yer,'by Mr Ebenezer Enkine at Gaimy Bridge, near Einro**, 
on the 6th day of December, 1733, the greater part of that, and the whole of 
the preceding day having been spent in prayer. The asiodate presbytery 
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confiited at fint only of the four brethMo ; for though Me«n Ralph E>ikifie 
tmd Thomaa Miiir wen both precent at ill coiutituiing, tbey were only ipecta- 
tovs. Hiough ihey had thua put themMlrei in » poUun to work, they did 
not proceed for aoDie yeort to any judicatiTe acta, further tban pubUibii^ pa- 
pers relating to the public cauie in wUch Ibey wen engaged ; theae mre a re- 
view of the norrative and atate of the proceeding! ag^nst them, bnied by a 
conuniltee of the coumuHion of the general awembly, publiihed in Hardi, 1734; 
and a teiUmony to the doctrine, wonhip, and garernnient of the ehuroh of Scot- 
land, or rsMoai for their protertation eulered befivo the commiMion of tlie 
general anembly, in November, 1733, &rc. Thit faaa bean lince known by 
the name of the extrajudicial te^mony. In theie patera Mr Enkine had hii 
full iliare, and they liad an et&ct upon the public mind, which alarmed the rul- 
ing &ctioii in the church not a little, and droTe tfaem upon meaiure* which 
could hardly hare been anticipated. The (Hendi of the uceden Indeed made 
an extraordinary buitle, uuiny of them &cm no tincere moliTe*, «ome of theia 
.anxloui to heal the breach, and olheri of them only anxioua for a pretext to 
stand by and do nothing in the matter. The leaden of the nwninhlj. too, fear- 
ful of the Gontequencea of a lyilem that waa untried, tiero willing to concede 
tomething at the preient time, to outraged rathodoxy, knowing well that though 
Ihey could not recall the patt, tbey might yet, by a aemhlanoe of modention, pre- 
lerre on their tide a number of the more timid of the IHondi of the aeceden 
who had not yet dednred themulrei, by which the m^iKa, though not totally 
healed, might be greatly circumicribed. Accordingly, the next anembly when 
it met in the month of May, 1734, waa found to be of a lomewbat different com- 
plexion from a number that had pr«cedetl it There wai lUll, howefer, at one 
of ila memben aad ill great admirer hai remarked, " the mighty oppoiitiaa of 
great men, ruling elden, who bad a itrong paity in the houio to (upport them," 
and who took el^tual care, that nothing ihould be done in the way of rofrania- 
tion, further than might be juiUfied by a calculating worldly policy. In paning 
the comminion book, lundry reterratiom were made of a rather novel kind, and 
among othen, the tentence pawed againA Mr Enkine and hii three brethren. 
The act of 1730, forbiddji^ the regiitering of disenla, and the act of 1733, 
coDceming the planting of Tacant iJiurdiee, were both declared to be no longer 
binding rulef in the churclL The synod of Perth and SUrling were alao em- 
powered to take up the caie of BIr Enkine, and without inquiring into the le- 
gality or justice of any of the itepi that had been taken on either (ide, restore 
the harmony and peace of the church, and for this purpoee they were to meet 
on the firat Tuesday of July next Nerer had any (ynod before this meti a 
task enjoined them. The preceding assarobly had enjoined iti commiMion to 
do all that had been done toward Mr Enkine and hia frienda. Thia aaembly 
enjcdna the lynod to rerene all that had been done by the commiaiion, but 
wiHi the exprees promise, that they ihaU not take it upon them to judge either 
of the legality or the formality oi the proceedings they were thus ordered to 
rererae. Upon what principle was the synod to proceed 7 If the sentence of 
the coramiuiou wa* pronounced on proper grounds, and the subjects of it had 
giren no ugns of repentance, the assembly itself could not warranlably nor 
cotuistently take it oft: 'lltij, " the great men, the ruling elders, who had a 
strong party in the house to support them, were perfectly aware of; but there 
were a few men, such as Wiliiton, Currie, and Madntosb, who Uiey knew hod 
a hankering after tlie seceden, and whom they wished to secure upon their own 
■ide, and they serred them by on act more absurd than any of those that had 
' lie seceMion ; an act requiring a synod to rerene a sentence, that 
r o(f ht to havo been pronounced in the name of the Lmrd Jesui 
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Chitit, irilhoat iaquiring into ito validity, or preauming to gi'ra la oplnloii r»> 
^•ddDg it I Tbe lynod, faoireTCr, haated to perfoim tlw duty aari^«d dieni, 
uid «n Iha Moond of July, 17S4, met ftt Pertli, itIimi, in tbe nanw of the horA 
Jeui QirUt, th«y took cd* the Hatoncet from all tlie four brethren, rettocjng 
them to their itandlDg in the diurcb, vrderad their luunet to be placed upon 
tba pretbytery and tynod rolli, ri if there bad uerer be«ii act, wnteDce, or 
Impediment in their my. Tbe wceden had too mudi penetratioti to be gulled 
by dd* InrentioD, and too much bonerty to accept of the aeeming boon ; but it 
anewered Ae main purpoM that it iraa intended to lerre, it atTwded a handle 
for nrlTing a p<^iutar damour agwnrt Iham, and prored an excellent excuie for 
their HUimner friend* to deiert them The reformii^^ fit mu put in tbe meetiiig 
of next sMembly in L796, which ma ainoleiit in iti proceeding! as any that bad 
preceded it Mr Enkine and hii fiiendi now deipairing of any apeedy reforma- 
tiooi in the judicatoriea, publiahed their reaaoiu for not acceding to theie judica- 
tions, and proceeded to prepare the judicial act and teadmony, which, after many 
diet* of &rting and prayer, traa enacted at th^ twenty-Amth prediyterial meeU 
ing, in the month of December, 1738. MrBnldneooatinuedaUthia time to occu- 
py hii own pariah chuiA, and waa attended with tbe aamareapectfulattondonaa 
ever. In the year 1738, the aaaembly began to peraecuto Mr EMdne and hi* 
fiienda, «foo were now cooBderably imrewed. In the year 1739, he, along 
with hia brelben, waa Mr*ed wi^ a libel to appear before tbe general aa- 
aembly, when they a^^eared aa a conatituted preabytery, and by their modeta- 
tor gare in a paper, declining the authority of tbe court The aMembly, how- 
erer, delayed' giring aentenee agunat them dll next year, 1740, when they 
were all depoaed, and ordered to be ejected from their churdiea. On the 
aabbath after thia, Mr £M[ine retired with bla congregation to a contenient 
place in the fieldi, where lie eontlmied to preach till a ^ladoua meeting-houfe 
was prepared by hia people, all of whom adhered to him, and In Ihla houie he 
continued to offidato when ability aerred till tbe day of hia death. In the year 
1743, Mr &*kine waa employed, along with Mr Aleiander Moncrief, to en- 
large the aeceMion teatimony, whidi they did by Aat moat ezoellent and welt 
known little work, entided an act anent the doctrine of grace. About (his 
period be had aho iome crareapondence with Mr George Wtu[efield,whi<A ter< 
minated In a nay that could not be pleaiing to either party. Along with the 
doctrinea of grace, the snodate preabytery look into conaideration the pro- 
priety of renewing the national corenanta. An orerture to tbi« purpoae waa 
approved of by the preabytery on tbe twenty-firat of October, 1749, tbe aame 
day that they paaaed the act anent tbe doctrine of giac& That a work of lo 
much eotemnity might be gone about with all due deliberation, the preAytery 
agreed that there ahould be room left for all the memben to atate freely what- 
ever ditHcultiea they might have upon the aubject, and it accordingly lay over 
till the twenty-third of December, 1743, when tbe overture, with aundiy amend- 
ment* and enlargemenia, waa unanimoualy approved of and enacted. A aolemn 
adcnowledgment of sina being prepared for the occadon, and a solemn en- 
gagement to dutiea, on the twenty-eighth of December, Mr Eraklne preadied a 
aemion at Stirling, the day being obaerved a* a day of (oletnn fhating and hu- 
n^liation, after which the confeaaion of (in* wa* read, and the eitgagemeot to 
dudea Bwom to and aubacribed by fifteen miniatera, of whom Ebenezer Enkine 
wai the firat dtat nibacribed. Shortly after, the nme thing waa done at Fal- 
kiric, where five mlmalen more aubeoibed. In tbia work no man of tbe body 
was nunv hearty than Mr Ebencoer Brakine ; and It went through a number ol 
congiegadon*, till a atop waa put to it by the queation that arose respecting the 
nligiooa daute of some burgess oaths, which it was alleged were utterly inoou- 
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tljUnt vrilli th« oath of the coTeiunts, and mth the HcesJon tMtimouy, Tli« 
anociote prubytery hud already determinad tba osthi of abjimtioii and altegi- 
snce to b« linM, ai embniciiig (he complex conrtitutioii, and «u of coune in- 
compatible nith the teitimcmy which they had emitted ^ainit Uiat complex 
comlitution. At the hut meetJDg of the aa^ociate preabytery, Mr Alexander 
Moimief gate in a paper, itadng hi* Mruplei witli regard to the religioui 
clauae of aome bnrgeM oath*, which he apprehended, would be found iriien ex- 
amined, to be equally liuful with dioK they had already condemned. The dii- 
■oludon of the avodate presbytery being deterniined on, the queitioii woi re- 
ferred for a fint eMay of the Bj«>date synod. Acctsdingly, when the synod 
met in the month of March, 174G, it was among the first notiont that came 
befoce them ; and afiar mudi diacuiuan, ^e lynod, in the month of April, 
ITiG, found " that the aweaiing the religions clause in some buigesa oathi, — 
* Here I proteat beftwe God and your lordships, that I profess and allow within 
my heart, the true religion preeently profened within this t«alin, and author- 
ized by the laws thereof; I shall abide thereat and defend the same to my life's 
end, renouncing tlie Romish religion, called papitlry,' — by any under their in- 
spection, OS the said clause comes necessarily in this period to be used and a^ 
plied in a way that doss not agree unto the present state and orcumstancea of the 
testimony for religion and reformation xhich this synod, with those under their in- 
spection, are maintaining ; particularly, that it does not agree unto nor cooust 
with an entering into the bond for renewing our eolemn corenants, and that, 
therefore, those seceding cannot farther, with safety of conscience and without 
sin, swear any burgess oath with the said religious clauae, while matters, with 
reference to the profbauon and settlement of religion, continue in such circunt- 
stances as at present," Sic When this subject was first stated, it did not ap- 
pear to be attended either with difficulty or danger, Quectiona of laudi more 
intrioBcy had been discuoed at great length, and haimonioiBly disposed of by 
the associate presbytery ; and the abore decusion, we are persuaded erery un< 
biassed reader, when he t^flects that it was intended to bind only those who 
had already acceded to the sederunt act and testimony, will think that it 
■hould hare glien entire satisfaction. This, howeTec, was far firoin beii^ the 
case. Some personal pique seems to luTe subaiated between two of the raem> 
ben oftcourt, Mr Monorief and Mr Fisher ; in consequence of which, the latter 
regarded the conduct of the former with some suspicion. Being son-in^w to 
Mr Ebenezer Erskine, the latter, too, was supported by both the Eiaklues, who 
were the idols of the body, and on this occasion gate moat hiimiliating eridence 
of the power of prejudice to dorlien the clearest intellects, and to pervert the 
purest and the warmest heatto. The question was simple— What was nteant by 
those who framed and now impoaed the oathf* Was it the true religion ab- 
stractly considered, that itos to be acknowledged by the swearer ? or was it not 
rather the true religion embodied in a particular form, and guaranteed by par- 
ticular bws, to insure the integrity of which, the oath was principally intended? 
Mther this was the case, or the oath vros superfluous and unmeaning, and of 
coune could not be lawfully sworn by any one, whatever might be his opinions, 
as in that case it would hare been a taldng of the name of God in vain. l>ue, 
however, it is, that volumes were written, of whidi no small portion came from 
the pens of the veneiable Ralph Ersldne and the worthy Mr James Fisher, to 
prove tiiat nothing ivas sworn to in the oatli but the true religion, abstracting 
fr<3a all the accompanying and qualifying clauses thereof. A protest against 
the above decision of synod was taken by Messrs Ralph Enkine, James Fisher, 
William Hutton, Henry Enkine, and John M'Cara, in which they were joined 
by two elden, and by the time of next meeting of synod, the whole body iius 
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in a flame, erery Indiridual lutTiiig committed himialf on the ona lide or the 

Wlien the ifnod met on the 7th of Apri], 1747, the tubject mu reiomed with 
a mimtta Quit iiidi(Bl«d not ardour, but abKrliUe frenzy. The protstlen ignjiut 
the former dediion of the qneition, itutead of brio^ing up their reaiont of pn- 
teit, u order and decency required, began by reneiriiig the original queriion. 
Whether the act of lynod «t» to be made a term of communion Irafore it should 
be lent round in the form of an oretture, to lewiona and pretbyteriei for their 
judgment thera-aoent ; the memben of aynod In the meantime playing and 
conferring vrith (me another for light upon the lubjecL To thii it wai c^poaeil 
sf a prerioLM queation — Call for the reuoni of protett, and the aniwert thereun- 
to, that they may be read and conaidered. The queaUon being put, which of 
the two quettioni should be voted, it carried for the fint ; from thii Mr W. 
Campbell entered hii diuent, to which Mr Thoniai Moir and Mr Moncrief 
adhered. Next morning the prolealen renmied the quMlion with renewed ar- 
dour, or rather rage, Mr Moir again entered hb proteft, followed by eleven 
mlnttten, and ten elden. The proteitert ttill inditing for their quection, the 
urtiola day no* waited in ihameful discusiana ; Mr Gibb proteiting agMOit the 
proposal of the protetlen, in a new and wuneiriwt itartJUng form. Haring' ad- 
journed one hour, the lynod met again tX eight, or between eight and nine 
o'clock, p, m., when the ivat of wotdt was renewed tar tereial houn, the pn^ 
twtera ttill insiiUng upon haring the rota put ; a protect ogurat it was again 
entered by IVlr Moncrief, whidi wn* adhered to by twelre minister* and ten 
•Ideri, The moderator of ooune refused to put the rote, at did the deik pro 
tenipmti one of the party then oiled the rtdl, another mariced the votes, the 
sum total of which, was nine miniiters and eleven elders, and of these, six min- 
bten and one elder were protesteri, and of coune, ^parties in the cause that 
had net the smallest right to vote on the subject In this way, twenty roten, 
and of these tnenty only thirteen legal voters, carried a deed against twenty- 
three, standing before them in solemn oppoaidon under cover of all legal forms 
thal^ in the drcumstancca in which they stood, It was posnble for them to em- 
ploy. In this most extraordinary insis, Mr Moir, the moderatw of the former 
roeeting of synod, conddering the pi«Mnt moderator as haring ceased to act, 
claimed that place for himself, and the powers of the associate synod for those 
who had stood firm under their protett against tud) disorderly procedure, whom 
ho mquested to meet in Mr Gibb'i house to-morrow, to troniact the butineis of 
the aaociBtA synod. They did so, and thus one part of the associate synod 
was reconstituted. The other part net next day in the usual place, haring the 
moderator, though he had deserted them the night before, along with them, and 
the clerk j>ro ten^ore; on wbich they returned themielves as being the true aa- 
tociata synod. Whatever superiority in p<nnt of order was between them, en- 
tirely ttelonged to the party that met in Mr Gihb's house, and have since been 
known by the name of antiburghera ; and they showed some sense trf' shame by 
making open confestioD of the sad display which they hod made of their own 
Gomiptioni, in managing what they tiien and still considered to be the canie of 
God. The other party were certainly even in this respect the more culpeUe; 
but having the unfettered possestton of their belond oath, Ibey seem to 
have been more at ease with themtelvea, than dieir breUiren. A more 
deplorable drcuniitance certainly never took place in any regularly consti- 
tuted diurdi, nor one that more completely demonstrated how little the 
wisest and the best of men are to be depended on when they are left to the in. 
flnenoe of their own spirits. The very indiridual poraons who, in a long and 
painfhl dispute with the estahlithed judicature, upon ptunts of the highest inw 
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poTtaoce, had cutduelied tbenwelves with lingular Judgrawt, pnidenoe, and pit^ 
priety, htm, upon a rery trifling qtieitiun, and of eaiy (olution, tteluiTed in a 
manner not <»)]y diigroceiiil to the chrlitiaa but to lh« human chaiacter ; riolat- 
ing; in their cste, to carry a point «f tery little moinent, the fiitt prindpki of 
order, without prcMrring which it ii impoaible to carry on istionaUy the alfain 
of Mdinsry locietf . In all thia vnb^^ bnaincM we blnih to b« obliged to 
atdcnowledge that Ebeneier Enkiua had an adiTO hand ; he rtood in iiont of 
Hm lilt of the burgher pretbytery, and, if we may b^eve the report of tome 
who boait of being hii adniiMt, abated coniiderably after thia of hia zeal for 
the principlea of the reformation. He ceitainly lo«t much of hii reapwtability 
by the ihare he had in augmenting the Uorm which hia ago and hii evperienoe 
■hould have beea employed to moderate, and it must bare been but an unplea- 
unt lubject for hii afiar medilatumi. He wia after lliia engagad in nothiug 
of public importance. He lired indeed only Mven yean after this, and the 
better half ef them under comldenble infirmity. He died on the twenty- 
aeoond of June, 17S6, aged leTentjt-four yean, laTing one month. He naa 
buried by hi« own deiire, tn the middle a£ hii meetiog-houae, where a large 
•tone with a I^in inioiption, recccding the data of hii death, hii age, and the 
pertodi of tiia mioiitry at Fortmoak and Stirling, atill marki out the ipot Air 
Etakine waa twice married ; drat, a* we hare already mentioned, to that ezcel- 
lent woman, Aliaon Terpie, who died lometiate in the year 17S0. He married 
three yean afteniardi a daughter of the Her, Jamea Webater, Edinbur^, who 
alio died betbre hira. He left behind him aerenl ddldren, one of whom, a 
daughter, died ao late ai the year 1814. Of hii character we hare icarcelj 
left ounelrei room to apeak. Aa a writer of lermoni he ti aouodiiaTouryfaud 
praotical, abounding in clear riewa of the g<M|ieI, with iU aaet and influence in 
prometing holineu <^ life. At a pnacher, he wa« diitii^uicbed among the 
greateat men of hia day. In learaiDg, and in eompaai of mind, he wai inferior 
to the author of "Hie Tnut," and, for keen and penetrating geniua, to the author 
of "The Defence ofthareforniationpriaciplei of thacfaurdi of Scotland;" but for 
ttraight forward good aenae, inooiruptlble integrity, and dauntlcal intrepidity, be 
WM equal to any man of the age in which b lived. 

EH8KINE, UanaT, third lord CardroH, one of the moit dJadngniihed patri- 
ots <tf the lerenteenth mntnry, wai the eldeit aon of the leoond lord Cardrow, 
wb<^ in hii turn, wai grandion to John, lerenth eari of Alarr, the eminent and 
fiiithfiil coonaeUor of King Jamea VL By hii mother, Anne Hope, the lubject 
of our memoir wai graodion to Sir Thomas Hope, kiag** adrocato, the chief 
legal ootUMellor of the corenanten in the early yean of the clril war. It may 
alto be mentioned, that cotooel Enldne of Camock, father to the aulhw of " tha 
luititutea,'* nai a half-brother of lord Cardroaa. 

The father o( thia eminent patriot, wm one of tha teren Seottiih loi-di who 
proleit«d Bgainat the redditioa «f Charlea L to the Engliih army, and be edu- 
cated fail (on in the lame prindpUa of honour and fidelky to the lawi, and to 
penonal ei^iagementi, wbidi iotpired himieUl Lotd Henry vu bora about 
1Q50, Uid auoceeded hii lather in 1671. Haring alio lucceedad to all the 
liberal principle! of the family, he at once joined himMU', on enteriog lif^ to 
the oppoien of the Lauderdale admiDiitrBtian, Thii soon azpoted him to per- 
■ecutioQ, and in 1674 be waa fined in ££000, be<»nie hii lady bad beard wor- 
ibip performed in hii own lionie by a non-conferming cliaplain. Uii lordthip 
paid £1,000 of thii fine, and after attending tile i^ourt for lix monlhi, in the 
vain endeaTOur to pntane a remiMioii f<v the rut, ivai irupriioned in Edinburgli 
eutle, where he continued for iour yeari. While he was thus auflering capti- 
rity, a party ef atddion riaited his house, and, after treating hit lady with the 
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gnstM* indrillt^, and bnakin^ up tha doMt in which ha kept hia p>p«n, n- 
tri>liiJieH a ganiwni, wbidi eontlmied lh«n for «)ght ;ean. Two yeais aftatv 
mtida, while ha «m itiD in priaon, hia lo^ baTJo^ been Jelifemd of a diild, 
idLon file cauaed to be hi^tizcd (without hii knowledge), by a noD-coDfomuDg 
olariryiiMi, another fine <rf ;C3,00D wai impeaed upon him, being puipoaely 
thni aerere, in order (hat ba miglit ba ntoined in priaan, through inability to 
pay it. So niEuily rereBigeAil «aa the fteling ot the gOTamine&t, that, when 
the r«yal fovcea. wer* on their tsardi to BoLbwell bridge, in June 1079, Ibey 
were taken two milea oat of th^propevliiM ofmatdi, iaordralliat they mi^l 
^uartar upon hia lorddiip't eatatea of KirkUll and Uphall, and do them all the 
miadiief poaiible. 

In July 1679, lord Caidroai waa nleaaed, on giring bond tar the amount of 
hi* fine. He went to coort, to give an aeeouiit of hia auSeringa, aud'aolicit acane 
redraaa But the infiMioaa ^17 coundl of Sootland cotintencted all bla ef- 
ioila. Hndii^ DO hope of fiirther eomfavt In hia own country, and that there 
waa little probttbili^ of the Britiah uMlea ocotrMng to throw off tho odlow 
bmidago in wltich It waa kept, he raadrod to leek refuge and freedom in 4 
diitaotland. He pariiap* acted upm tho phikaopiiical noxiia, thua laid down 
by Plata, " If any one aliaU obaerre a gnat company run out into the rain 
every day, and delight to be wet in it, and if he judgea, that it. will be to little 
purpoae lor him to go and penuade them to come into their bouaea and aroid 
tho lain, ao that all that can be expected irom hia going to apeak to tbem, nill 
bo, that he will be wet with ttieu ; would it not be much better for him to keep 
within doon, and pteaerre hiniaalf, Btneo he cannot correct the folly of othen^ 
Lord Csrdrciai engi^ed with thoae nho toltled on Charleitowii Nedi, in South 
Cartdina, where be eatahliihed a plantation. From thence, a few yean afler- 
warda, he and hia poople were driven by the Spooiarda, atiuiy of the coloniata 
being killed, and almoat all their effocta deatroyed. Diipiritod, but not brckeu 
by bia nuaforlunea, the Scottiib patriot ratuHMd to Europe, and took up hia 
abode at tho Hagvie, wberemany otheiaof hiipenecuted countrymen now ibund 
ahelter, Entering ii^ the lerrice irf Holland, he accompanied the prince of 
Orange Mi hia ospedition to England, hia aou David commanding a company in 
the lame anuy. He waa of great aervice in Scotland, under general Mackay, 
in promoting the revolution aettlement, whii^ at loi;^^ put an end to the mii- 
Ciiei endured for toany yean by himaelf, and by hii country at large. He waa 
now reitMcd to hi* eatataa, iwcra a ^vy couneellor, and faonoured with much 
of the friendihip and confidence of king William. Hia health, however, pre- 
viouily much impaired by hia im^iannment, and the fatigue of hia American 
plantation, nink under hit latter exertiona, and ho died at Edinburgh, May 
Slat, 1693, in the forty-fourth year of hia age. The lato venerable earl of 
Buchan, and hii two brotheia, Henry and Thomaa Eiakine, were the greet- 
graoduhildren of lord Cardroaa. 

EHSKINE, (HoNODBUL>) Hmar, an eminent pkader, waa the third aon of 
Heury David, tenth earl of Budiim, by Agnea, daughter of Sir Jamea Stewart 
of C<jtne(a and Goodtreea, Baroneb He waa bora at Edinburgh, on the lat 
of November, 1746, O.S. Hia fame baa been eelipaed by that of hia younger 
and more illuitrioiH brother, Thoniaa lord Erikiue, who rooe to the dignity of 
lord high chancellor of Great Britain ; but hia Dane, neverthelcai, holda a dia- 
' tinguiahed place in the annala of ibe Scottiah bar, to which bo waa called in tlia 
year 1768, and of whidiboviat long the bcighteit wnament, 

Mr Erakine** ediKstion waa begun undet the paternal rooC He waa aAeiw 
warda aent, with hia two brathon, to the oidlege of St Andrewa ; whence they 
wove aubaequently tranaTerred to the unireraity of Edinburgh, and latterly to 
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that of Glacgoir. A* liii patriaiony mi tnuU, Henrjr nnt toaght to look fiwwacd 
to a profewon, si tbo only ATODua to fttUtno ; aod ba early doddod on that 
of Uie bar, while liii younger brother nsolred to puih hii fortune in tba amy. 
It nat in the Fonun, a pronuicuoui debating lociaty establiihed in Edin- 
burgh, that young Enkiua'l oratorioal power* fint began to attract notioe. 
While proiocuting hit legal itudiei, and qualifying himaelf for the anluoui 
dutie) of bii profeHion, he found leiiive to attend the Fofitm, and take an 
actite part in iu debatei. It wai in thii ichool that he laid the foundation of 
thoae pow«n of extemporary ipeakiug, by whidi in after yean he wielded at 
will the faelingi of hii auditon, and niied foreniic practice, if not to the nxv 
dell of andent oratory, at leait to Bomething iuuneuurably shore the dull, cold, 
circumlocutory fonni of ipeech ia whidi the lordi of ooundl and iomioii wwe 
then wont to be addrewid. Another arena upon which Henry Enkine trained 
himielf to ezhibitioni of higher oratory than had yet been dreamt of by hia 
profenional brethren, wai tlie general anembly of ths kirk of Scotland, of 
which it wai then Bid with greater truth than it would ba now, that it alTorded 
the beat theatre for deliberatiTe eloquence to be found in ScoUand. Here hia 
lineage, talents, and orthodox leDtimeuta commanded reipect; and nocordin|^y 
he wai alwaya liitened to by that reneroble body with the greateit deference 



Mr Enktne waa equalled, peihapa aurpaaaed in depth of legal knowledge, 
by one or two of hit fellowi at the bar ; but nooe could boaat of equal nuiety 
and extent of aocomplidunenti ; none nirpaaed him in knowledge of human 
character ; and none equalled him in quidcnoM of perception, playfulneaa of 
ftncy, and profeiuonal tact. He wai the Horaoe of the profonion ; and hfi 
" leria commixta jodi " are itill remembered with pleaiure by bii lurriTing 
contempwarlei. Yet, while by the unanimoui mlTragei of the public, Mr Qr- 
ikine found himielf placed without a riral at the head of a commanding prtK 
fewion, hia geneial deportment waa chaiacteriaed by the moat uoatfected 
modeaty and eaiy af&bility, and hii talenti wwe not len at the lervice of In- 
digent but deierring clienti, than they ware to be OMumanded by thoie whoie 
weallh or influence envied Uiem moit liberally to remunerate hii exertioiM. 
Indeed hii taknla were nerer more conipicuoua than when tbey were wnployed 
in protecting innocence flrom oppreMion, in nndicaling the cauM of ibe op> 
proHod, or expoting the injurtica of the op^ewi^. Henry Enkine wni in an 
eminent lenae the advocate of the people, throughout the long ooune of hia 
profeadonal career ; he wai noTet known lo turn hi* back upon the poor man ; 
or to proportion hii lerrteea to the ability of hii employer* to remrd them. 
It ii laid that a poor man, in a remote diitiict of Scotland, thui aniwered an 
acquaintance who widied to diiiuade him from engaging In a law-iuit with 
a wealthy neighbour, by repieienting the hopale«neM of hi* being able to 
meet the expenae of litigation: " Ye dinna ken what ye're uying, maiitar; 
Uiere'i no a puir man in a' Scotland need lo want a friend or foar an enemy 
•Be lang oa Harry Enkine lirw t"* 

When Mr Enkine deemed hii independence lecured, he marned Chriitina, 
the only daughter of G«<a^ FuUartoo, Eiq., collector of the catonu at Leilh. 
Thia lady brouj^t him a handiome fwUuie ; but, with the prospect of a pretty 
numeroui family before him, Mr Enkine continued oiiiduouily lo pradiM hii 
pmfeuion. By Aii kdy he had three daugfaten : Elinbeth Francei, who died 
young ; Elifabeth Cmnpton, aflarwaida Mn CUlaodar ; and Henrietta, now 
Pbi Smith , togatber with two aoni, Henry and (George, the former of whom 
married the eldeit daughter of the late Sir Charlei Shipley iu 1811, and iinow 
•acl of Budtan. 
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Hr Enkine, like Mt aider Iniolber, had aarly embraced Iho jtriociplea of 
nhlggiMu ; and tlib dUtinfuithsd f!u^y, duriog Ibe frognta of tba Americaa 
nar, openly exprewed their decided diMpprobatioa or the coune which miD' 
Irten wem punuing in that unfortunate coatetti Oppoiitiou wu a more teriout 
thing in thete timei, than it hai lince beoome; to oppoie minbtei* wa« conild- 
ered tantamount to dinftbction to the conititutionj and often expoaed a nun to 
Mrioui lo« and inooDTenienoB. Mr £rekine*i abilitiet, indeed, were Iwyond the 
reach of detraction ; a^td ht« pnetice at the l>ar wai founded upon a reputation 
too exteniiTe to be eaiily ahaken ; but it caonot be doubted that, in e«po«i(iog 
the liberal tide of politic*, he mi mariGcing to no imall amount liii pKWpeda 
of prefemienL At the conduiion, tlierefere, of Ihe American war, and the 
aoceaaion of the Rockingliain adminlitmUon, Mr Enkine'i merit* pointed him 
out aa the fitteit member of faculty, for the important office of lord adrocate of 
Seodaod, to which he wa« immediately appointed. But hi* opportunities to 
■upport the new administntjon were few, on account of ita ephemeral exlatenoe ; 
and <m ita retirement, he wai immediately itripped of hi* offidal dignity, and 
eren some yean afterward* depriTed, by the rote of hia brethren, on account of 
hi* obnoxioui political (entimeota, of die honourable office of dean of faculty. 
On the return of tiie liberal party to office in ] 806, Henry Eitkine onoa more 
became lord adrocate, and waa returned member for the Dumfrle* dictrid of 
burgha, in the room of major geneial Dalrymple. Thii, howerer, like the for- 
mer nhig admin iitratioD, wa* not luflbred to ixintinue long In power, and with 
ill diwolution, Mr Enkine again loit hii office and teat in parliament. Amid 
Iheie diiBppointmenli, Mr Enkine remained not leu diitinguiihed by in< 
flexible iteadinoM to hii principle*, than by inrariable gendeooM and ur- 
banity In hii manner of aneiting them. " Such, indeed," nyi one of hi* mott 
diitinguiihed oontemporarlee, " wai the habitual iweetneu of hi* temper, and 
the fudnation of hi* mannen, that, though placed by hi* rank and talent 
In the obooxioui ilation of a leader of oppoiition, at a period when poli- 
tical animoitie* were carried to a lamentable height, no iDdiHduol, it ii be- 
lieved, waa erer known to apeak or to think of him, with any thing approach- 
ing to penonal hoiUlity. In return it may be laid, with equal correctneii, that 
theu^ baffled in lome of hii punniti, and not quite handaomely diiappointed 
of aome of the honour* to which hia claim wa* unirenally admitted, he nerer 
allowed the alighteat ihade of diicantent to rest upon faia mind, nor the leaat 
drop of bittenMM to mingle with his blood. He wai lo utterly incapable of 
isncour, that eren the rancoroai telt that fae ought not lo be made it* victim," 

Mr Erakine** conititutioo began to give way under the pieature of diaeate, 
about the year 1S13 ; and he, thereupon, retired from profanional life, to hi* 
beautiful Tilla of Ammondeli in Weit Lothian, whidi (viginally fonned part 
of the patrimonial eatate, but wa* tramferred to the aubjeet of our memoir 
by hi* elder brother about the year 176S, to serve a* a retreat from the &tigue* 
of bu*ineM during the vacation. "Pa*nngthui,"iaya the eloquent writer already 
quoted, " at once from all the huitle and excitement of a public life, to a scene 
of comparative inactivity, ho never felt a moment of ennui or dejection ; but re- 
tained unimpcured, till within a day or two of hi* death, not only all hi* intel- 
lectual activity and social aflections, but, when not under the immediate afflic- 
tion of a painfull and incurable diaeate, all that gayety of spirit, and all that play- 
fill and kindly lympathy with innocent enjoyment, which made him the idol of 
the young, and the object of cordial attachment and unenvying admiration to 
hi* friends of all ages," The Uve remaining yean of hi* life were oonnuned 
by a complication of mslndiea ; and be expired at his country-aeat on the 8th 
of October, 1817, when he tiad nearly completed the Tlit year of hi* age; 
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In penon, Mc Honry EMute vbI aboTe the middla liza ; be wu taller ^mn 
either of hi* brethen, sad weU-proporlioned, but ■lendor ; aai In the blocm of 
numbood, mi ooniidered handioiBa in no cobibob degi*e. In eaily li&, hie 
Buriago wm romarkably gnoefid ; and fo penuMin ma hi* mUmm, that bo 
nerer failed to attnct attention, and by the apeU of irreaWUa CMdMtJon, to fix 
and endutin it. Hi* feature* iteio ali didracter, — hia TOice n 
melodioiu, — hia eaiuiciation uncommonly i 
waa a peculiar grace in hii utteranoa, nUch enfaanced the valne oT all be laid, 
and engrared tbe reawmbranoe of fail eloquence indelibly on the mlsda of hi* 
bearer*. Hi* habjla wore dc«neatic in an eminent degrep. It baa been laid «f 
aaen ot wit in g<eneral, that Ibey deligbt and faacinato every >tber« but at borne ; 
tbk obaerratuHi, bowerer, though too genenlly tcuo, could not be aj^lied to 
bim, to no man deligbted more in the enjoyment of home, or felt more tnily 
bappy in tba boaom of hi* bmily, nfaile at the lame time none wero mon 
capable of ontwing into the pyetiea of polidied aodety, iv more courted £n the 
brilliancy of bit wit, and the ea*e and pdUah of hi* manner*. 

" The character of Mx Enkioo'* eloquenoe," taya auotbar friend, wall eapobl* 
of eatiunting bia merit*, " bore a itrong reaemblance to that of bia nobis bn> 
tber ; but being much leai dlSlue, it wa« better calculated to leave a fmtdble 
unpreMlon. Ha had the art of eoncenlrating bii idea*, and praaenting them at 
utce in ao luminoua and inetiitibla a form, aa to render hi* haaren matter ot 
the Tiow be took of hi* lubject, which, bowarar dry or comploK in it* nature, 
JMTCr failed to become entertaining and inlructiv e in hi* handa ; for to profea- 
aional knowledge ot the higheat order, he united a raoet ezt«Daite ac^uaintaoce 
with hiatory, literature, and icience, and a thorougb conTeiaaocy with human 
life." Uia oaatory wm oi that coinprebeuaiTa apecie* which can addrea* ilaelf 
to erery audience, and to oTery circumitance, and touch every diord of 
human emotuHi. Ferrld and affecting in the extreme degree, when the occaiion 
called for it : it waa no lua poweriiil, in oppoaila circuniatance*, by Ihe potency 
of wit and the irreaiatible force of conic humour, which he could make ute of at 
all time^ and in perfect iubordiuation to hi* judgnianL " In his pufaaaion, 
indeed, all hit art wa* argument, and each of bii delightful iUustistion* a mate- 
rial atep in hia mainning To himtelf it teemed alwayt a* if they were recom- 
mended ratber for their uie than their beauty ; and uncjueationably Ihey of^n 
enabled him to (tate a fine argument, or a nice diitinction, not only in a more 
itrikiag and pleating way, but actually with greater preciiion than could have 
been obCoinea by the leverer fomu of reaaoning. In thii exlmordjnary talent, , 
a« well at in the dmrming facility of hit eloquence, and the conitant radiance 
of good humour and gayety nbich endrded hit manner* in debate, he bad no 
rival in bit own timet, and at yet hai no tuoeetior. That part of eloquence it 
now mute, diat honour in abeyauoe." 

There exitt* a bu*t of Mr Enkine, from the diiiel of TumorellL We are 
not aware that any good portrait of him mt ever taken.' 

1 Afler IhB o1»ib account of Mr Eraklne w» wriLlcn, we huppraied to read n rcTfji\ai^ng 
Bccounl or him in his latter ctnp, which wat dr*wn up by hia relitlon, Heiuy David Inglii, 
I^., and loterted in Uhi Edinbuigli Literary J ourniJ. Tbli iketch Trc nibjolD i 

" My juulhfui Ti»IH to AmmoiideU livs verygniciilj in mv memorj i lliese hod grMlai 
cliarnu &>r me than either Horace or Virgil, ana, I auapocl, cnSrms quite na nitioniU. none 
of my holiday weie antldptited with lon^ngB more eager than tbcae that were lo be ^(Dt at 
Anunondell. I had my bliing tacUt to arruire, which, lo one fund of angling, Is a piea- 
ture tecoadary only lo that of uaiog IL I LoJ lo prepare mj-aelf in the clasice, nhich, 
though a less agreeable occupation than t!ie other, wna te necessary— certain, aa I wm, that 1 
rfiould be examined as to my profidency. Bfrnellmw, alio, 1 ventured upon a vane K two 
»f Engiiah poetry, to »how to my indulgent relative. ,,,,,,, .i„, , i. 

" Itwai iDsn atler Mr Enkiae TvUred from the bar and from [toUtlcBl life, that mj vialt 
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BH8KIWE. JoHK, of Dun, knight, «iid th« tteaai in tmpoiUiKe of tlie lajr 
Mipportan of tiia SeottiA It«fannuii>n, ii mai to hkve Immi bom about tlw rear 
1A09, at the funily seat of I>in, in tllo CMinty of Forfir. Hh fiunily wu da- 
•oeaded ftom (hat whufa aAerwaitli aooeded to lb* litU of BUir, nbile liii 



fait dmth, ba Undlf p«niiUUil me to copj'. Tliey luve neTer betbn bate 



tvory kub) 
pabliiMi 



KoU doTCi eadi &ithiiu{ gain'd, tnd wtah it more ; 



Let slUien Rand like taivel* in the tny, 
TMr liTcs north Juit their thiilMn pence a^r f— 
Give n* a iHnk In ■«» wdudtd ipat 
Which I'liiinnM thiuu, and din spproBchia net,— 
Some quiet retmli iroere I niBf never knoir 
Wlwl mofuuch ralgns, irtnt mlmatsn bettoir i 
A boak—my dippen-aod a lield tn Nroll In— 
Mr mrdeo-wat— an atbow-chalr to loQ In : 
Samlhltie vrluni irinted — shade, when shade InTilca } 
With pie«uit CDuntrj toundi, and imdli, and dghu | 
And, now and tlwa, ajriia sfnuTDyi wioi, 
Bltared with a diatt]' mend of''auId itag sjiia;'' 
And one companion more, for erar nigh, 
To lympathiie tn all that pane* bj~- 
Xo ioariwy nith me «n the Mb of Uto, 
And iltare ila pleanirn, and divide Iti ttrlh. 
Tliwrimplejiqi, Eugeniue, let me And, 
And 111 ne'er owt a Unierlns look behind.' 



tar patt, to hii neond irlfb, who prorad a moat ToluabLe oomfanlon and a tender nurte in 
aKdedinlng jeua. What degree of haj^neu hii Ant cenneilon yielded la UaeailY dr— 
I have Doacccas to knew; but the eitrame nerroua Irritability, and somewkat eccentric vr 



' Theae UnH were written after Mr Ersklne'e second miu-riage, and refer, no doubt. In the 

" itt, to hii teeond wlft, who prorad a most valuablo oomianlon and a tender '- 

iQlDg yeus. What degree of haj^neu hii Ant connexion yielded la Idaei 

" '" ' '"""" '*"" "~" ' — ""' "" " "id fiomewk&t eccen ^ . 

B ill her later veaii. One 

, . -„ „ ^_ii* She would frefaentlr 

emplof ludf the nlgbt In aiamlnlng tlu nudrobe of the &mlly, to lee that nothing ni mla- 
inf , and tltat ererr thli^ wa« In Iti proper place. I recollect baiiw toM tbla, amra^ othef 
pniob of Inr odditlis, tltat one monniig, abont twoorlhreoo'dock, Daring beai unnratMAd 
In a ceareti, Ae awoke Mr Brridne byptittliv to him till* Important iDlarmgatoiy, ■ Hariy, 
lo*Ie, where^jwit<rtiItowsiatcoat7' 

" The mall eoBch >ued to set me down at AmmondeR nts,wblcbl9 about Ikree qtnuten of 
amtleftom thabonte; and jet I see, ei vividly h I at this moment see the landampe fiom 
the window at which I am now wriUnr, the features of that beautiful and seduded domain, 
— the antlqna atone bridge,^ — the ruuUng ilream, tlie wooded banks, — and, above all, the 
owner, coming towanjsme with bis otm benevolent smile and sparkling e}'es. I recollect tbs 
very gray hat be uaed to wear, with a bit of the ilm tom, and l£e pepper-and-salt ahort ooal, 
and Ibe vriilte neckdoth sprinkled with auuff. 

'* No ona could, oi ever did, lire In Mr Enktne'a company — be was ndelv equally for tba 
cbOd and for the grown man. He would first take me to see his garden, wfiero, being one 
day Bn^rliad by a filend while digging potateea, he made the now well-known remarii, that 
ha WH eqjaylng eljun 1:11m digim a fauiic.* He would then take mo to Us mdon bed, 
i4i«h we never left withont a pramtte of baring one after dinner; and then be would carry 
me to see the pony, and the great dog upon which his grandion uaed to ride. 

" Uke most men of deganl and cultivated mlndi, Mr Ersklne wai an amateur In mude, 
and hlnudf no IndlBbrent performer upon (be vlollu. I think I scanxly ever entered the 
hall tlODg with him that he did not take down hla Cremona — a real on^ I tidleve — which 
hmy osi the wall, and, sentiiy himseirinone of tlie wooden duUrs, pUy some ■natebci of 

• The Soottlih wordier potitoe.. 
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mother \nt a daughter of William, lint lord Rutbren. In early life, he trsrel- 
led for Hime time upoo the continent, from whidi he rstumod ia lS34i, bringing 
nith him a FMnchman, capable of teaching the Greek language, irhom ha etta- 
bliilied in the town of Montrose. Hitherto, thii noble tongue wai almoat un- 
hnown in Scotland, and an acquaintance irith it wia deemed to impljr a tendency 
to hereiy. Enkine of Dun wax the tint man who made a decided attempt to 
orercome this prejudiee, thereby foretelling hi« own fitnev to bunt through moral 
douda «f (till grmter dentity, and &t more pemiciow. Prerioui to 1 640, he waa 
one of the limited number of penoni ivho, notwithitanding the penecuting dia- 
poeition of Janm V., had embraced the proteatant religion : in doing lo, &r&om 
being led by mercenary nratiret, aa many afterwarda were, be and hia Mendt 
weie inapired aolely with a lore of what they coniidered the truth, and, for 
that aake, encountered very gnat dangeie. Hii houae of Dun, near Mon- 
troae, visa conilaatly open to the itioersnt preachera of the refbrnied doctrinei, 
who, though liable to peieecution in other placea, aeem to hare alwaya enjoyed, 
through thereapectabilityof hia penonaldiaracter.Ba well sa hia wealth and baro- 
nial influence, an immunity for the time during whidi they reaided with him. 
Ihough he muit hare been unfavourable to the nar with England, cCHDmenced by 
the catholic party, in 1547, heappean to have been too much of a patriot to en- 
dure the deraitationi committed upon hia natire country by the enemy. Hia bio- 
graphen dwell with pride on a rery auccenful attack which he made, with a amall 
party, upon a band of English, who had Innded near Moutxoae for the purpoie 
. of laying ivaito the country. On thia occadon, out of eighty inTaden, hardly 
a third of them got back to tbelr ahipa. When Jolm Knox returned to Scot- 
land in lfiS5, Enkine of Dun waa among thoae who repaired to bear hia private 
niniatrationi in the houae of a dtiieii of EdinburgiL 'ihe refcomer aooo after 
followed him to Dun, where he preached daily for s month to the people of the 
neighlKiurhood; next year he reneired hit riait, and aucceeded in conrerting 
nearly all the gentry of ihe dislricL 

In 1557, Enkine ivaa one of the few influential penona who signed the liiit 
coTeDBot, and eitablished what wna called the Congregation. In the fucceediiig 
year, ho waa one of the conuuiHionen aent by the queen regent, Maiy of Loi^ 
taine, to witneaa the marriage of her daughter Sivy to the dauphin. While 

old English or ScDUfgh oira ;— eometlmei, ■ Lei's have a dance upon tlia healh,' on air fi-om 
ths mumc In Macbeth, iThich ha used to ray waa by Fuicel. and not by liocbe, lo whom 11 
hns usuidly been nscribed— Eomotlmts, ' The flowen of the finest,' or ' Auld RMa Gray* 
— 4nd aometlmcs the beautiful Pastomle from tha sighlh concerto o£ Coretli, for whose mu^o 
hu had an enlhuslastic Bdmlmtion. Bui the greatest treat (o ma WHi when, after dinner, he 
i-e it lay behind a buat, I think, of Mr Fox, hb 

..., ..... _,.__ .. . ^ , imdes, ion moti, &c, all hii own compurilJau. 

I wna tliau loo jDUiig, and, I trust, loo modut, to venture any oplnlm apno Iheir merits; 
hut I well recollect the di'lighC with which I listened, and Mr EnUnc ma not ubeTo being 
giatlHcd by the silent tomAge of a joutliful mind. 

" Few men hflvB ever enjoyed a wider repuladon for wit Ihau the Hmounble Henry 
itsklne ; the epithet then, and even no«, applied to turn, par acdience, is that of the witty 



Eraklne ; the epithet then, and even vof, applied to turn, far acdience, is that of the witty 
Horry Enkine ; and I do believe, that all the puna imd ban moU which have been put Inlo 
bis moudi — some of them, no doubt, having originally coma out of it— would eke out a hand- 
le duodecimo. I well njcolK'cl, Iliat nothing uaed lo distrcag ma so much as not perodr- 
"'"""" ■- ■ -" EiBkine's »5tdci5na. Somelimes, half an hour ofler tke 

begin to giggle, having only then disnvered the gist of 
IS net singiikr. While Mr Erskine practised at tha bar, 
aflci tlw lislng of the cDurts, in the Mcadom ; and he 



ig St once tha point of aaj of Mr Eiskine's wjtlicisms. Somellmes, half an hour ofler the 

uUdsoi had been spoken, I would begin logigj' ' ' ' ' '■ ' 

ying. In this, however, 1 wns net aingiilar, 
his frequent custom lo nidk, aflci tlw lislng of 
often nceompanlcd by Lord Bulmuto — one of the judges, a very good kind o; 



wUlidsm had been spoken, 1 would begin lo gigflie, having only then disnvered the gist of 
the saying. In this, ho ' -' ~--S-- "n-.i. !._ rf_i.i .i— i -. .i."^ i — 



, rticulorly quick in ills perception of llie ludicmus. His lordship nev 
M first the point of Mr ErsSlne'a wit; and, afier walking a mile <"■ '-" ■ 

,»..-... c._i.,__ v,i ,_ — ..__ thflajing, Lord "' — ' '-■ 

If, Hurry ! ' — stoj 
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he inu nbaent, Iha Cftiue of the reformation receired a great iinpulie from tha 
execution of Walter Mill, an aged prieat, who itbs dragged to tlie*iake to expiate 
his aUachment to the neir doctrinei. Tha people -nere inflamed with i-esent' 
ment nt tlili outrage, and noiv longed for more deci*ire meaiures being taken 
on the lubjert of religion. To counteract thi* enthusiasm, tlie quoen regent 
munmoned the preachers to appear at Stirling, and undergo trial for tlieir here- 
tical doctrines, 'ilie protestant gentry, having resolved to protect theuT, met at 
Perth, and Ermine of llun waa employed to go to Stirling, to seek an accommo- 
dation with the queen. It is well known thnt he succeeded in obtaining a re- 
spite for tha minislen, tliough not of long continuance. In .tlie tterner moa^ 
suret which were afcerivnrds taken to protect the reformed religion, he bora an 
equally distinguished piirt. 

On the establishment of proteslantlsLn in 15G0, Erskino of Dun resolved to 
tttiume the clerical office, for which he nns lilted in a peculiar manner, by his 
mild and benignant character. He was accordingly appointed by the Estates at 
the Kingdom, to be one of the fii'e superintendants of tha churcli — an office 
StHnewhnt akin to that of bishop, though subject to the control of the principal 
church court Ersldne hecime super! ntendant of the counties of Angus and. 
Aleams, which he had already been the principal means of conrerting to the new 
tailh. He nns installed, in 15G2, by John Knox, and it would appear, that he 
not only superintended the proceedings of tha inferior clergy, but performed liim- 
seir the usual duties of a dei^ninn. In erery thing that he did, his amiable elm- 
meter was discernible : Gir from being inspired iviih those fierce and uncompro- 
mising lentiments, irhich weve perh.nps necessary in some of his brethren for the 
liard work they had to perform, he nns alirays the counselloi' of moderate and 
conciliatory measures, and thus, even the opponents of the refonned doctrines 
could not help according him their esteem. Whan Knox had his celabiiited inter- 
view with queen Mary respecting her intended marriage with Damley, and brought 
tean into her ayes by the freedom of his speech, Krskine, who nas pi-esent, en- 
deavoured with his dioi'acterislic gentleness, to sooth those feelings which the 
severity of his friend had irritated. Knox stood silent and unrelenting, while 
tha superlntpndant was engsged in this courteous office. Enkine appears to 
have thus made a very fhyourable impre^ion upon the mind of the youthful queen. 
When she deemed it necessary to shoiv soma respect to the pmtestant doctrines, 
ill order to fadlitale her marriage, she sent for the auperintendants of Fife, 
Glasgow, and Lothian, to whom she said that she was not yet persuaded of the 
truth of their i-eligioii, but she ivas ivilling to hear conferenoa upon the subject, 
and would gladly listen to some of their sermons. Above nil others, she said 
she would gladly hear tlie superintendant of Angus, " for he was a mild and 
sweet-natured man, »ith true honesty nnd uprightness." 

For many years after this period, the superintendant discliai^d his vnrioui 
duties in an irreproachable manner, being elected no fewer than five times to be 
moderator of the general assembly. Some encronchmenls, mnde on the liberties 
of the churcli in 1S71, draiv fiom him two letters nddressed to his chief, the 
reg«nt Alarr, whicli, according to Dr M'Crie, " are written in a clear, spirited, 
ond forcible style, contain an accurate slatemcnt of the essential distinction be- 
tween civil and ecdesiastical juris^ction, nud should be read by all who wish to 
know the early sentiments of the church of Scotland on this subject." Some 
yean afterwards, he waa engaged nith some otlier distinguished ornaments of the 
diurch, in compiling what is called the Second Book of Discipline. At length, 
after a long and useful life, he died, March IS, 1591, leaving behind him a 
character which has bean thus depicted byaivhbishop Spottiswoode : " Ha wai a 

n fiuuoui for the services performed to hi* prince and country, and worthy to 
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b« nmambtted for hit tranib in the dturch, whidt, out of Ibe z«b1 1m had foe 
Ibe truUi, be undeitock, preaching aiMl Bdrandng it by oil niMUia. A bvon he 
WM of good nwk, wiM, l«sni«d, libwsl, of tingular courage ; who, for dirona r** 
MinblftDMi, laay irell b« Mid to faarcbsan aoollMT Ambrcae," 

ERaKINE, Jons, eigfataMth loid Enkine, and alerantli oarl of Marr, irai the 
•on of Cliarlat, tanth earl of Marr, and lady Mary Maule, daugbtar of tha aarl 
of Faumura, He wm bom at Alloa, ia tbe mt^th of February, 1679. Hating 
lot hii fiilber era be had reai^ad hia fourteauth year, and hi! Mtalai bung 
greatly iiiiilmiiiMiiil, be derated himaelf to dril aftain ; and at foon a* be came 
ot age, entered upon public life under tbe patronage of tbe duke of Qneena- 
berry, nhiae iuterett and wboae meMurea he teenit to bftTo uBifonuly anpportAd 
till hii grace'i death, which happened in 1711. In 1702, queen Anne, then jiut 
railed to Ike throne, appointed the earl of Man one of her priTy councillor* 
for Scotland, and gare him tha ODramaiKl of a regiment of foot, and a riband 
of tbe tnoit noble order of St Andrew*. 

Marr bad been carefully educated in revolution principlei, aad from liii firat 
entrance upon public life, bad been undantood to be lealouily aSectad to tlie 
newtwder of thiogi; but in 1704, hii patron Queaniberry being diamitted from 
office, be beaded tbe Aiendi of that nobleman in oppotition to Ibe marquii of 
Tweeddala and the Squadron, who had luooeeded to tbe adminiatration of 8cottiib 
alBuri, and thii oppoaition he managed with ao much dexterity af to gain orer 
to bii Tiawi jjmoat all tbe torlea, " who now," in tbe lignificant language of 
I/ockbait, " beliarad him to be an honait man, and well incliaed to the royal 
fomiiy." Tbe i9^uadron, however, unable to carry on the aflain of the nation 
in the face of ao mudi oppoaition, ware compeUed to raaign ; Queeniborry again 
cnnie into place, and Marr, according to Iiockhart, " returned like the dog to 
hia Toinit, and pmnolod all tbe court of England'* meaaurei with the grealaat 
teal Imaginable.'' In tbe buaineai of tha union be waa certainly very active. 
He brougfat forward the draught of an act for appointing cammiiiionera to carry 
it into alTect, and wat not only on all occaaiona at bii pout, publidy to aupport 
it, but ma auppoaed to have aecntly managed aome of the bitteiaat of iti ene- 
miei, particularly the duke of Hamilton, ao aa to render tbeir oppoaition iiarec- 
ing, fbable, and in the end ineffective. For bia dgnal aervice* during thia aea- 
lion of parliament, he waa advanced to be aecretary trf' atate in room cf the mar- 
quia of Annandale, who waa dimiaaed on auipidon of carrying on a aacret cov- 
leapondeoce with Ibe Squadron, 

When the commiaaionera for treating of the union came to be named, which, 
principally through the infiuence of Slarr and Argyle upon the duke of Hamil- 
ton, waa leA wholly to the queen, be waa named tbird upon llie liat ; and in aQ 
the public confarancea ivith tbe Engliah conuuiaaimen upon the artidei to which 
tbey had aapanttely agreed on the part of the Scota, Saafield, tbe diancellfMr, and 
lUan', the lecratary, were alone employed. In the atiug^ that euausd in cat' 
rying tbe treaty through tha Scottiah porUomant, Marr exerted all hia oratory 
and all hit influenee in ita behalf, which waa the more honourable, that he had 
not a fartbing of the money that wat iMued from tbe English treatury and di- 
vided among the Scottub nobility and gentry on that mamorahla occaiion. 
From the whole history of Marr't life, however, it would be altogether ridiculoua 
to Ricriba bii conduct to any thing like enlightened viewi of policy or even 
tuch patriotiun aa wat oommon iu thote turbulent Umei. Hia motive waa un- 
quettionably of the moat aelfiih character, moat probably the preaerring tha 
good opinion of tbe ^een, through whote favour he hoped to hare bii ambition 
p'atified with die lole adminiitralion of the afiain of Scotland. With Ihii 
riew be attached himaelf iu the outiet of liii career to tbe duke of Qiieeniberry, 
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lo ithoin be adhei^ M long ai he enjoyed tbs confidence of the queen, 
nhich -wai as long- lu he lived ; and, with thie view, when her mAJMty hsd 
thrown henelf into the anus of the toriei, he had taken hii meuurei to ac- 
curately that he was by them conaidared of lint rate importancp, employed 
upon the moit important affitin and intruited with the lec^et of their moet dan- 
geroiii and unnmnageable speculations. In consequence of this address on hia 
part, though he had been from the tint actire on the side of the whi'gs, ho 
found himself in a lituation to demand the secretaryihip of Scotland from the 
toriM on the death of Queensbeny; and though Argiyle, whom they were exceed- 
ingly willing to oblige and to conlinn in his Ial«ly taken up attachment to 
their cause, applying for it for his brother Ilay at Uie same time, pcerented an 
immediate compliance with his wishes, they dunt not openly refuee him, but, 
fiw fear of (rffending Argyle, declined to make for a time any appointment on 
the subject. It is not a little amusing to contrast the character and conduct of 
theae rirals for power, Mnrr and Argyle, at this period. Both wer« ambilioue, 
and both were in a high degree telliih ; but the selfuhness of the latter was 
sonened by something like a principle of honour and consistency ; that of the 
former was unmitigated and unbroken by any higher conflicting principle. 
Accordingly, knowing it waa giatifjing to the queen, Marr stood up openly 
for Sacherere), defended his absurdities, and along with the notoriooi Jacobite*, 
the duke of Hamilton, the earl of Wemyss, and NorUieske, voted fbr his acquit- 
tal. Argyle condemned hia alMurdities, but made an atcmement by voting for 
a lenient punishment. Argyle, lo recommend himielf to the qiieen and her 
peace-panuing ministry, depreciated the serricea and underralued the talents 
of the duke of Marlborough, hoping that aome of the honours and a few of the 
places which that great man enjoyed, might be in the issue confenvd upon 
himself! Marr, knowing how much her nujeaty ms set opon obtaining pence, 
and that nothing wa* more pleasing to her eai« than the aoertion of her lineal 
descent from an ancient mce of kings, and the praise of prerogatJTe, procured 
from the JaciAite vlans a loyal address, embrncing these topics, and en- 
larging upon them in a higher strain than the boldeat time-server at court had 
hiUierlo presumed to adopt The peace vrai not yet made, but the " patriot*, 
the faithful adTisers of this great trananction," were lastly applauded. Ilw 
inaolence of the press, which her majesty had recommended to the notice of the 
late parliament, was duly reprobated, and a hope expressed, that the ensuing 
one would work out a thorough reformation, that they might be no more 
scandalized, nor the blessed Son of (iod blnspliemed, nor the satred raee of the 
Stuarts inhumanly traduced with equal malice and impiety. And they conclude 
ed with a hope, that " to complete their hajipinea and put an end to intestine 
division afler the queen's late demise, the hereditary right and parliamentary 
sanction would meet in a lineal suoceesor." The cotnniiisioner* sent up to Man 
with thia address, were introduced to the queen, who commended tlie wonnth of 
their loyalty, and most graciously reitarded them with pensions. After this, no 
one will wonder that the influence of Marr became among the Tories evidently 
paramount Argyle, though he joined with him in an attempt to hare the 
treaty of union dissolved, shrunk from the oontest for fuperiority ; and, nppaiv 
ently in disgust, dropped back into the ranks of the whig*. Marr, having now 
no competitor for power among his countrymen, succeeded, most unfortunately 
for himself, in his darling wish. The secretaryship for Seolland, «bich had 
loin in abeyance for tn-o yean, he now received ; so that he and his lirother, 
lord Grange, who w«« lord justice clerk, became tlie moat infiueutiftl men In 
Scotland. He was also, along with Bolingbroke and Harley, regarded by the 
Jacobites, espedally thoee of Scotland, as holdiuj the destiny of the exiled 
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fiunily entirely in hu ottn poirer, irliicli no one anuing tham doubted to b« 
fully equal to the wannect tvuhei of hi) onm heart. Koc for a couiidorabla 
linie doet it appear that any of theee gentlemea doubted of their own poirer. 
All the ■Ccpi towardi the unfortunate pence, uhich they uere in bo much haste 
to conclude, taenia to hare been takeo tvilh the fuilett confidence, that it would 
infallibly lead to tlie restoration of Jamei, and lliey seeni to have been perlecC- 
ly confounded to find, that after it nai made, and the hcaour and the interesls 
of the nation throMii away, tbey were just at near tlieir object as when they 
began, few of the externa) difficulties being removed, while lliose of an internal 
or domestic kind were multiplied at leoat teven fold. It was the intzeose and 
the insurmountable nature of these diliicLiltieB, not at all foreseen nhen the at- 
tempt was first thought on, that produced »o mueh ill will and disunion among 
the parlies, disgusted Oxford, terrified tlie queen henelf, and while they dis- 
tracted the last miserable and metancboly years of her reign, brought licr in 
the end prematurely to the gruTe. Their ditficultiea, indeed, froin the begin- 
ning were prodigiously ai^gmented. Scarcely had the arrangements foe bring- 
ing in the friend* of Jainei been begun, than two of the firmest and most 
pouerful of them, the earl of Anglesey and the earl of Jersey, were remOTcd by 
deatli. The earl of Rochester died soon after, wlio was the Ahithophel of tlie 
party. The duke of Hamilton followed, and the indden deatli of the queen lier- 
telf completed llie ruin of the project. The regency upon whom the supreme 
authority dernlved in the interim between the death of tlie queen and the arrival 
of the new king, both those that hod been appointed by act of parlianient, and 
those who in rirtue of that act had been named by liimself, were whigs, and in 
cemiuon with all of their party, ir aloui for the protestant succession ; of course 
the late rainiiten had neither countenance nor protection from them, and it 
wa among the first of his majesty's regal acts to dismiss them to a man from all 
their offices, places, and poirers. Tbe resolution of parliament on its tieing 
convened, to prosecute the leading men among them, completed their misery. 
Oxford wai sent to tbe Tower, where lie irai confined for yeart Bolingbridte 
and Ormond fled to the continent, and, to confirm all that had been prefiously 
funuised against Ihem, joined themeelrea to the few nialeconietils, who, with 
Jamea, formed the miaerable court of St Germains. 

Oxford had, at an early atage of llie business, discovered tliat it could 
scarcely be efiected, and during the latter part of his adm in i si ration, leenu to 
liBve lalHMired to shake himself free of it, ai well for bia ou-n honour and in- 
terest as to cabn the tei-rors of his royal mistress But he was beset on all 
hnudj. The ivretclied peace which he bad concluded, and the enmity of tlie 
whigs, begirt him in perpetual alarm, against which the friendly aid of the toiies 
was his only resource. In tbe end, howerer, the impatience of the tories, and 
their reckless contempt of consequences, become equally troublesome and dau- 
geroug, and his great aim seen* to have been by breaking their maasuies to 
i^commend himself to the elector of Hanover, through ivho«e patronage be 
probably hoped to be able eitlicr to conciliate the whigi or to brave their re- 
sentment. The subject of this memoir was not by any meant so sharp-sighted 
Bs Oxford, hut he was equally selfish, and far more regardless of the interests 
of others; and he no sooner saw the scheme of the Jacobites broken by Uie 
death of the queen, than he took measures to ingratiate himself with the new 
dynasty. For this pui'pose he iirote a letter to his mr\jetty George I., \ihen 
he was on bit way tlirougb Holland, to take passe«!on of his new dominions ; 
soliciting Ilia particular notice, and prCHuising the mutt dutiful obedience and 
futhful tervice in whatever his majesty might be pleased to employ him. In 
this letter, it is not unworthy of reuiric, (bat he appeals to the pfut he acted 
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in bringing about tb« union, when the Buccenion niu settled, os a proof of hi* 
lincerity anddhithfulneu to hii innjeity, as if liia msjesty had l>een ignorant of 
the altempU that had liecn made to diuoire tliat treaty, and of itie hearty 
repentance that Morr hinuelf had profoued for the hand he had in brining it 
a1>oiit. Of hie irillingneie to aerre the king in the anme cnpacity in iihich be 
•erred the queen, and iTith the same futhfuSieM, prorided it did not interfero 
with lerrices th:it he could turn lo a more specinl account, we lee no reason to 
doubt, and perhap* it had been not the worst policy of the king to hare taken 
him at his uord, and continued hiia in hii place. Kings, howerer, are but 
men, and n« do think he must hare been something more or something less 
than man, wlio, situated ns the king then iiai, could hare looked on Marr, at 
he then preaenled himself, without a goodly mixture of tuspidon and 
contempt Which of the two predominated in the king's mini), history doe« not 
■ay, but the letter was certainly passed over without notice ; and in conse- 
quence Marr durat not present a flaming addreu which he had procured 
from the disaffected cinni, some one about the court haring moreover told 
him that the king had been apprized of this address, and wna highly olfended, 
believing it to have been drawn up at St Germains for the purpose of aHVontiug 
him. Though his proRert of service irere not accepted, and though he was not 
on terms of much lamiljarity, he still continued to hang about Ihe court, car- 
rying on, at the same time, a elate correspondence with the disalfecled, both in 
Scotland and England, particularly in Scotland, till the beginning of August 1715, 
when the haieeu corpiu act being suspended, as alto the act against nTongous im- 
prisonment in Scotland, and warranU mode out at the secretary of slate's oilica 
for ihe immediate apprehension of all siupected penons, he thought it no long- 
er safe to appear among his fellowa, and with general Hamilton, a major 
Hay, and two servants, after being at court to pay his complimenis to the king, 
took ship in the river, all of tbein being in disguise, and o[i the third day afler 
landed at Newcastle, where they hired a vessel tvhich set them ashore at Ely in 
Fife. Here they were joined by the lord lyon king at arms, Alexander Ers- 
kine, and other friends, along with whom tliey proceeded to Kinnoul, and on 
the SOlh arrived at his lordship's castle of Broemar, where all the Jacobites 
in that county were summoned to meet him. 

Under tlie feudal system, we may notice here that hunting possessed much of a 
military character, and wa« oAen made the pretext for the superior calling out 
hii vassals, when hunting was but a small part of the object in vieiv ; and we 
find the kings of Scotland frequently calling nut lords, barons, landuord men, 
and freebolden, with each a month's provisions and all their best dogs, when 
the purpo«e was to daunt the thieves of the particular district ^vhere they were 
nimmoned to hunt. Often, during the previous years, had this expedient, 
joined with that of horsit-rncing, been resorted to, for collecting together Ihe 
fi'iendf of the exiled ftmily; and it was, on this occasion, again employed by 
Marr. It was but a fen days that he had been at Braemar, when, under this 
pretence, he was waited on hy a vast number of gentlemen of the first quality 
and inlereit, among whom were the marquises of Huntly and Tullibardine ; the 
eerli of Nithsdale, Marischal, Traquair, Errol, Southeske, Cainwath, Seaforth, 
Linlithgow, &c. &C. ; the viscounts of Kilsyth, Kenmure, Kingston, and Stor- 
mont ; the lords Hollo, Dut!\ia, Drummond, StiatholLin, Ogilry, and Nairn ; a 
number of cliieftAins from the Highlands, Glendaruel, Auldbair, Auclitcrliouse, 
Glengarry ; with the two generals, Hamilton and Gordon, and many olliora cf 
inferior name. To these gentlemen, previously prepared for the purposes of 
faction, Marr opened at large bis whole scheme. Ho declaimed, wltli well af- 
fected sorrow, particularly upon his ohu misconduct, and the guilty liand be 
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had in effecting the " cunod UDJon," whkb b* mm now nMlf«d to tpwid Us 
bait blood to fm them firoin — «ii the miMMM attmdaot oa » foraign iiiiiiirtim ; 
which, grieTou* aa tluy already felt them to ba, might ba axpactad to iaeraiae 
till their liberties, dril and religioui, were totally annihilated ; but from whidi 
Ihay had now the meoni of beuig delirared, by simply ceatoring James VIII. 
who had already promised them his prasence for that end, vrilb abundance of 
arms, ammunition, otiioen, and engineers, so soon aa they should ban resolTed 
upon the proper place to land them. Money, the grand deaidtt^tun in all 
iuch undertakings, he assured tbem he had recclTed, and would regularly 
receive in abundance, so that no gentleman would find any difficulty ia tub- 
NBting hia men, nor should the country ba at all burdened on their account 
Pioally, he informed tbem that he had received a oommiision from the said 
king James, to act at his Ueutenont-gaaaral, in ooMequence of which he intend- 
ed immediately to aet up the royal staodard, and summon to attend it the whole 
fencible men in the kingdom. Tfaou^ tliese statemenla were false, and foolish 
jn the extreme, from the rank of the speaker, the confidence with which Ihey wm« 
uttered, and especially from the preriously formed hahitsand fiwlings of the bear- 
ers, they made a powerftil impression ; each basted to bring forward hia followeia, 
and, on the Otb day of September, 171S, Marr set up the standard of Jamea 
and proclaimed him king of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, fcc, at his 
caatle of firaemar. The same proclamation was repeated three days afler at 
the Tillage of KIrk-MicUael, and the people aummoned generally to attend him, 
-^for, 03 yet, they were a rery amall hamlful, Yiaai Kirit-Michael he pro- 
ceeded to Moulin, in Perthshire, and thence, by IiO^ Bait to Dunkeld, where 
he found his army swelled to upwards of two thousand men. At the two former 
of these places, James was proclaimed with proper solemnity; at tlie latter, he 
had been proclaimed by the marquis of TuUibardine, previous to Man's airiral. 
At Perth, he ivos proclaimed by colonel Balfour and colonel John Hay, who, with 
two hundred and fifty horse, assisted by two hundred men, Introduced into the 
town, by the duke of Athol, uuder the pretence of defending it, secured U for 
the earl of Marr, though the earl of Kolhes, with fire hundred well-appointed 
troops, was. in the immediate Ticinlty, intending to take possession of it ibr the 
government James was at the same time proclaimed at Aberdeen, by the aari 
Marischal ; at Castle liotdon, by the earl of Uuntly ; at Brechin, by the earl 
of Panmure ; at Montrose, by the eail of Soulheske ; at Dundee, by Ijraham of 
Duntroon, non, by the pretender, created viscount Dundee ; and at Invemesa, 
by Mackintcdi of Borium, who, with live hundred men, bad taken possession of 
that important place for James ; and, after giving it in charge to Macfceasia of 
Coul, proceeded to join the army under Marr. 

inille the whole north of Scotland, with the exception of Bntlierlaod and 
Caltbueas, waa thus, without anything like opposition, cordially declari^ for 
the Pretender, a achemo was laid for anrprinng and taking poss es sion of the 
eaitle of Edinburgh, wbicb would at onoe have given the rebel* the command at 
Scotland almost vrithout stroke of iword. The prime agent in this alTair was 
the lord Drummond, who, had he succeeded, was to have the governonhip of 
the castle, and his companions, ninety gentlemen of his oivn selection, were to 
be reivarded with one hundred guineas eadi, and a cemmisuon in the rebel 
army. To accomplidi their purpose, they corrupted' a sergeant in the castle, of 
the name of Alnatey, with the promise of a lieutenancy ; a corporal, with the 
promise of an ensigncy, and two soldiers, the one witb eight, and the other 
with four guineas They then provided a scaling ladder, made of ropes, and so 
constructed that two or three persons could ascend it abreast. This the traitor 
within drew up with pulleys, fastening it at the top, and a number of the rebel 
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party van in tha Mt of MModlng iriien ma offioer, who bod been >ppriwd of 
Um plot, mlkii^ hi* rouodi, obaerred tba ladder, cut Ibe rope* by which it mt 
Awtenad abon, and all tlMt wan upon it wars pndpiUad to Iba bottooL Tha 
■entiaal find at tha tama lima, and the party fled with the otmoat pradpitatton, 
learii^ their ladder, s ninaber of finlockt, a Ht H'Laaa, who had been an 
^cer at KilliacraBky, Hr L«aley and Mr BamHy, wiitera in EdiDbnrgh, and 
a Hr Beawell, wbo had been a page to the ducheaa of Gordon, leTerely biuiiad 
by tbeir fall from the ladder, at tha foot of llta rock. Aioaley, who had en- 
gaged to betny the (brtrea, was hanged, bia aoccanpUcia aerenly pnniabed, 
and the gortsniw li«itenatit, Darid Stewart, diqplaeed for ne^genee. 

Hie &ilun of lliii undertaking wai no doubt a lerioia disappointment to tha 
rsbela, but in all other re^ecti tbeir aiiUn wen proapeiouB beyond any thing 
that oould ban been anticipated. Tbeir nambeia were rapidly augmenting, 
and tbeir hopea Hen atrongly axcUad by the arriTal from 8t Garmaint, whither 
hehadgoaa early Id theapring, of Hi JameaMnnmy, MCt»idiODto the viacouni 
Sloi^ODt, wbo bm^fat along with him patenla fjroa Jnaoea, izeating himaelf 
aecntav; of atata Aa Sootland, aod the aorl of Hair a dnke, by the title ot 
didw of HaiT, laai^idi of Stirling, and eari of Alloa. He bought alio aaaii- 
ancna of the prennce ei Jamea himaelf with a powerful eaaaj and abundant np- 
pliea, fumiihed him by tha cotart of Franca. Ltrgt npplia* had osrlainly been 
promised on the occation, imd they were, to a coDtiderobla extant, pnmded ; 
but the dMth of Louii, on the lit of Septembw, was followed by a total duuge 
of neaaurea, under the duka of Orleans who acted aa r^eDt for Louii XV., 
than only fin yean of aga ; and though a oonddanhle expeditlcm had, by the 
leal of iodividuala, been pnpaied at St MahNa, Uawigfa Ibe rigilanoe of 
admiial Byng at tea, and the iaAtanea at the aail of 9tair at VowiUe*, ev 
cept one ve two, which lailed dandeitinely, not a abip put to aea, sod not one 
of them enr rwKhed the SoottUi then. Tha newi of the death of Louia waa 
■o diacouragjng (o their b^aa that a namber of the chiaft inaiated upon going 
borne and waiting for a non farourable <^poBtnnity. They wore, howOTer, 
oremdod, but ■ meatengw waa deapatched to famw. to aoUcit hii pnaanca to 
the enter^ba with all pOHible azpoditicn. 

Brary axartkM waa in Ihe mean lime noMte by Ae party to increaae 
the number ef tbeir foUaweia, and judging from what waa dene by the 
earl of Marr, tbeae exeation* were of no *«ry gentle charadtr. Writing on the 
Sth of September, to kia bailla of EUdiummy, who had lent up to hioi Cm 
night before, one hundred men, when hia lonkhip " ai^ected four time* tha 
ninnber," — " I bare tent," ha iay«, " andoaed, an order fiw the locdabip of Kil- 
divBUiiy, which you an immediately to {"tjtf Wr to all my ra^alk If Ifaey gin 
ready obedience it ¥rill make aoma amanda, and if Bot, ye may tell tbam from 
naa, that it will not be in my pomr to nre them, wen I willing, fron being 
treated ai enami**, by tiuae irtio an ready aoon to jmn ma ; and they may de- 
pend upim it, that I will be the firat to pn^cae and order their being ba 
Particularly let my own tananta of Kildnuamy know Ai* ; if they cone not 
forth with their beat armi, that I will aead a party imme^ately to bum what 
tbey diall mim taking from them, and they may beUera thii not only a threat ; 
but, by all that** aacred, I'U put it into executiMi, let my loa* be what it will, that 
it may be an axai^le to otben.'* Thii waa logic, that, with the poor teoanta 
of Kildiummy, waa no doubt perfedly coorindng ; bat it waa neeemory to um 
mon loothjag argunebfi, with otbcn not lO ooiDpletdy in hia power | and 
for thii purpose he had a manifesto prepared by sane of hia clerical follow- 
en, and printed at Edinhmf^ by his majesty's printer, Bobert t^eebain), set- 
ting forth the abaolutely indefeaaible rights of the Stuarts ; the total annihilstion 
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of the ancient Scotliih coiutitution ; the incalculable nu»chie& tbat had UUnitd, 
nnd the ineritable ruin that muit necensrily fallow the " unhappy union, 
brought about tiy tlie mistaken notion* of lome, and tb« ruinou* and lelfith de- 
tigna of othen ;" all of which wa* to be remedied by one tingle act of justice, 
the restoring of the Stuarts, through nhom religion was tobererived, and plenty, 
tranquillity, and peace, interminably ettabllihed. That Jamea was a papist, thia 
precious document did not deny ; but, then tliete was no " reason to be dis- 
Iniatiul of the goodness of God, the truth aod purity of our holy religion, or 
the known excellency of his majesty's judgment," in consequence of which " in 
due time, good example and conrenation with our learned dirines, could not 
£iil to remove those prejudices which this clear-headed juhEo knew, that, eren 
being educated in a popish country had not riveted in his royal discerning 
mind ; and irith a parliameDt of hig own telection, they had no doubt but he 
would-enact sudi laiva in behalf of the protestant religion, as should " gire an 
abiolute security to all future agea against the elforts of arbitrary poii-ec, po- 
pery, and oU its other enemies.'* Such was the force of prejudice and pride, 
and deeply wounded national feeling, and so little were the beneRta accruing 
from the revolution, either understood or appreciated, that this paper made 
a very great impression; and, IHarr after resting a few days at Dunkeld, rerooTcd 
his head quarten to Fertb, when be found himself at the bead of an army of 
tweire thousand men. 

80 far this insurrection had been completely iucc«ssful ; and, but for Marr'a 
entire ignonace of military alliiin, it might hare been still more so. Hanng 
pouessed himself of Perth, not to speak of the Highland!, where his principal 
strength lay, he was master of all the Lowlands, on the east coast of Scotland, 
noith of the Tay, containing the fruitful prorinces of Angus, the Carse of Gow- 
rie, Meams, Moray, Aberdeen, BantT, as well as of the shin of Fife, which, 
from ilt maritime situation, alTorded him peculiar admntages. By the coniplet« 
posaession of lo much territory, be had cut off all communicationi between hit 
majesty's Mends in the south and those in the north, who could now neither act 
for his sernce, nor tare themselTes by flight In all thoae places, too, be seized 
upon the public revenues, for which he granted receipts in the nanw of Jame* 
VIIl. ; and aims and ammunition be laid bold of, wherever they could .be found. 
Fourteen pieces of cannon he brought up to Feith, from the casLle of Dnnotter, 
and he surprised a king's ship laden with amia, that had for a night anchored 
in'the road of Bruntisland, lioarded her and carried olTher ithole cargo, nhich 
brought him considerable eclat, and a numerous accesuon of followers. 

Nothing wa* now wanting on the part of Marr, but promptitude, nnd a little 
military knowledge. The castles of Edinburgh, Dumbarton, and Stirling, were 
in the hands of the goTernment, and Argyle occupied the last mentioned place 
with a force whidi did not yet amount to two thouiand men. But this was the 
nhote force that could be opposed to hint in Scotland at the time, and with one- 
half his troops, he might have thut up or forced these strengths, while with tlie 
ether half, he sul>dued the whole open country. Instead of this, be lingered at 
Perth, where the number of his troops soon occasioned a want of provisions ; to 
supply which, he had recouiM to the impolitic measure of imposing asaestmenla 
upon the country, to the amount of twenty aliillings on the hundred pounds 
Scots, of property, upon those that had espoused his cause, but double the sum 
upon all who yet were faithful to the existing government, to be paid against a 
certain day, to collecton whom he had appointed, under the pain of military 
execution, Ai^le in the meantime issued a proclamation, denouncii^ all who 
should submit to pay any such aaseasment as guilty of higli treason, to that bo- 
tween the two, there wai no alternative for plain country people, but either 
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submit to b« robbed, or run the riik of being hanged. For mon) than a month 
did thiB nar of iTOrda or manifestoe* continue, neither party undertaking any en- 
tsrpr!*e af consequence, except that Marr, not daring to attempt tlie dislodging 
of Argyie from i^itirling, conceived the foolish deiign of lending pnrt of hii 
troopi acrou the Forth, and by itrenglbening a feiv malecontenta whom ]ie 
expected tliey nouM God in arma in the loulli, create a direnion which might 
enable hint to etuda an army, not n fourth part of the number of his own. For 
thii mnd project, he lelflcted uptmrdi of two thoumnd of his best troopt, and 
committed them to the charge of Mackintosh of Borlum, an old ofhcer of un- 
queBtioned bravery, who executed apjiarently the most diRtcuU part of hii laak 
with ipirit and deipatch. When he ariired on the const of Fife, he wss in sight 
of his mujesty'i fleet in the frith, whidi wni stationed there for the very pur- 
pose of prerenting all iolercoune between the opposite shores, and which was 
perfectly well acquainted with bis intentions; but, by a skilful marching and 
counter-marching, he in one day completely bewildered his enemy, and embrac- 
ing the chance of a calm and an ebb tide, crossed over in their siglit trith the 
loss only of one boat with forty men. A few of his flotilla were cut off from the 
rest, but they escaped into Ihe isle of May, and thence back to Fife. Borlum, 
afler nearly surprising the city of Edinburgh, proceeded without any inlomip- 
tion to Kalto, when he was joined on the 32d of October, by the rebels from 
Northumberland, under Forsler and Derwenlwa^r, and from Dumfries-thire, 
Nithsdale, &c, under the riscount Kenmure, when tlieir united forces, horse 
and foot, amounted to about two thousand men. 

At Kelso they halted till the S7th ; when, being infonned that general 
Girpenler had adranced to Wooler, and intended to attack them next day, 
* council of war ima called, in order to determine on a plan of opera- 
tions. In the council there wat much heat, and little unanimity. The gen- 
tlemen from England were anxious to return to th.it; country, where thej 
promised themselres (on what grounds does not appear) a vast accession of 
numbers. To this the Scots, particularly Borlum and the earl of Winton, were 
peculiarly aTSne, as they wished to return and join the clans, taking Dum- 
fries and Gla^w in their way back. A third proposal was made to cross the 
Tweed, and, laldng general Carpenter by surprise, cut bim olT with his army, 
bef<»« he should be able to obtain reinforcemenla. This was Uie only soldiei^ 
like proposal that had been made, and their neglecting to put it in practice can 
be accounted fnr on n« mtional prindple ; Carpenter had not mora than nine 
hundred men under his command, the greater part of them raw troops, and the 
whole of tbero at the time exoesdrely fatigued. The Highlanders under Bor- 
lum oould not be much below fiMnteen hundred men, and there were besides, 
five troops of Scottish hone, and of English noblemen and gentlemen at least 
an equal number. Orerlooking, or not aware of their superiority, it was deter- 
mined to decamp, for it does not appear whether they understood themselres tn 
be retreating, or adnndng to Jedburgh, where tiiey learned, that they were 
three days in adTance of general Carpenter, and, upon the still continued im- 
portunity of the English gentlemen, resolved to march into that counti'y. The 
reluctance of the Highlanders, hoireTer, was not abated, and though a captain 
Hunter and his troop of horse had been sent on to Tyndale to provide quarter! 
for the whole army, it moved on for Hawidi ; on the road to which, the High- 
landers, having been told by the earl of Winton that if tliey entered England 
tbey would be overpowered by numbeit, and either cut to pieces, or taken and 
sold for slaves, refused to march, and when surrounded by the hone, cocked 
their muskets, faced about, and told them, that if they were to be mode a sacri- 
fice of, they would choose to have it done in their own country. They agreed, 
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howvrer, at Lift ta (Aide by the nnnjr u long oi it niiidiMd in Scotland, and 
the roBTcb wsi continued. Ne^ day they manned to Midholni, nfaenoe id 
midiiight fiiey pahed forward four hundred men to EoclofediBn for the purpote 
of blocking up Dimfriet, till the msin body could come op to attack it On 
thii day*^ manh, live hundred refractory HighUnden departed for tlie besdi of 
the Forth. Next morning, learning that the town of Diunfnea nai prepared to 
gire them a wann reception, and that Carpenter waa cmne to Jedburgh in pai>- 
•oit of them, the detadtinent wai recriled fron Ecclri<»dian, and the itWIe 
marched for Longtown. Haring lerted a night at Longtotrn, they proceeded, 
NoTcmber the lit, to Brampton, where Fonter opened hii connourion from Qie 
earl of Marr, aa commander-in-diief. On tho second they marched for Pennth, 
the pone oomitatui of Cnmberiand, to die muiAer of fonrteea thonttod, being 
dnwn oDt to itop their progreii. Of the whtde nusAer, bowerer, oniy lerd Lona- 
dale and aboat twenty do mo atica waited to see them, the reR haTiBg thrown 
down their anna, and fled ai aonn ai they heard tlie rebeli were approadiing, 
who gathered op the aimi that had been thrown away in great ^nantitiea, and 
collei^ed a nonber of honea. On the 9rdtheypmoeededt« Appleby; and, on 
the 5th, to Kendal, carrying along with then (ereral penoM whom they had 
q^trehended aa tpief. On the 6th, they arrived at Kirby Lenadale, the Uit 
nariiet town of Weatmoreland, and, though they had now ttBretaed two popaloua 
counties, they had been joined4iy only two iikdiTidaala. Now, howerer, the pc- 
piila from Lsncaihire began to join theat in great mmheM^ Od Ae 7^, 
they occupied Lancaster, where Aey fixmd la lh« cmton bouie a qoantity of 
arnn, some claret and brandy, which, to encciurage a»d keep up their ^irita, vat 
all bestowed upon Ae Highlandmen, who, with lixpenoe Mch a day and the 
good cheer they wen enjoying, had now beccHoe in aome degree reconciled to 
the aerrice. Here they had a large aoceMion ta their Bumber, but they were 
all catholira ; and here, if they had been guided by any tUng like jodgaMnt, tbey 
would hare, for a time at teait, fixed dwir head quaiten. With the new of k- 
curing Warrington bridge and Mandieiter, they let forward tat Fnaton on tb* 
9ih, where they arrived on the 1 1th ; and, aa Aey had done at all the tewM 
they pawed, proclaimed the pretender, seiaed aU the public money, and at 
DUiny hone* aa they couM lay their handa mi. At thfi place, however, their 
progren ended. Whh fatal temerity they had puahed ferw&rd, taking no paini 
to asonrtnin the moreinenti of hit majesty's forCea, and they had commanced 
their march on iSaturday the IMi, for the bridge of Warrington, when their 
adrance gnard under Farquharton ef lorerouild, was aMonlahed to meet, at the 
bridge of Kibble, general Wills at the head of one Ml ragimeDt ef fbot, uid ilx 
r^menta of hone. Since they were ta be lurprjaed, howerer, na place could 
be more f^Tourebto for them tn be to ; Farquharaon being fidly able to defend 
the paasage of the Ribble, Ull they had withdrawn their tmopt from the town 
into the open field, when they iMuld hare fought or retreated aoeording to d^ 
cumatnncea ; but with Oiat sheer infotuation whidi maiked all dieir loeaMrea, 
they withdrew their adnutoed columna, leaving Willi a fnt poMage orer tho 
nibble, and sutlbred thenWetTCi to b« cooped Dp in a town, whidi aflbrded few 
fadlitiei for defence, and when, at all events, they conld easily be r^uoed by 
famine. Wills, perfectly aware of the advantage he had gained, lost not a mo- 
ment in following it itp ; and thm^^fa the nbeb niade a brave and desperate r»> 
siilaDce, general Girpenter, who was following upon their rear, coming up next 
morning, Sabbatii, die I3lh, reduced then to despair, and they made an uncon* 
dltional ■umnder to tlie number of one thouiattd leven hundred and thirty* 
ei^t men. 

In the ineanUmtt Marr continued to bustle, but to lose hia time at Perth, 
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till at bit, vtM* to kt«p hi» ana; lag«tlMr in ludi a (bUe of inaction, be n- 
■olnd on altaddng Stirimg, for ntiid purpMe be broke up from Pertii on Uie 
lOUi, na* met at Diuabluie on the him fst^ 13tk of Norember by At- 
gyU, and, thm^ Ae uttar imboeility of hii chonctar, thougb hii army mti Ibur- 
fiAi that of hU adreriary, and in part luccenful, woi driran bock to bii for- 
raw IwB&^iiarUn, under tnicunutancM u &tal ai though he hud met a total de- 
feat Argyle, bowerer, waa in do cate t« fellow him, and ha began to fortify 
tlt« dty, and to lupply the mnta of fail numenmi foUoiren in the beat Ktanner 
he couU. Ths l^al affair at Preaton, wbkh nai tocHi known among them, and 
the low of InTenMM, mHA nearly at the nme time vas retaken for the gar- 
enanent by iha eaii of SutbaEknd, threw a damp over hiiiQeB, whidi all hb 
■ddreia eould net oTercmB^ By the help of Sir Frwefaaim, bis raajcaty'i print- 
er, nho had miw taken up fail neideoce in Perth, he inued newt of the moat 
dieertng deacrlptlon ; !>• collected meal tlBwi|^(iut all tlie adjacent country with 
the utmoat iadtwtry ; and aa the froat waa excemife, he leried upon the conutry 
people, f<v tlw uaa of bia men, large contributioaa of blanket!, aad lie compelled 
tbe gentlemen and faimen aioand him to npFly them with coal, wbirh, a* lite 
liver waa (rgaen, waa done at an immente ezpenae ; yet, in spite of all he could 
do, and in ipite of partial leinfovanumta, bia army waa daily diminishing, and 
it waa reaehed among the- diiefi to fuH for a time the itaDdard of rebellion, and 
abandonii^ Ferib, to rMerre Hwmaaliei, in the bwt Duumer tbey could, for a 
more favoiuable oppastuDity, when on the 23d of Deeendber, 1715, (heir ipiriU 
ware lor a few day* rcTired, by tbe srrirol of Jomea faimielf. Initead, how- 
ever, of thoae abundant tuppliea whidi he bad promiaed to bring aloi^ witb 
bim, he eacaped from France with difficulty in diaguiae, and waa landed at 
Peterhead with only aix altendantL Here be and hii cnupaoioiu ilept tbe 
Bzat night, diiguiaed ai aea officen. ' The lecond mght he lay at Newburgh, a 
■est of the «arl Mariichal'a. Next day he paiied through Abwrdeen, itill incoy- 
nila, with two boggage boiaea, and the Ibird night met at Fettea-cuo with i\larr, 
the earl Marischal, and about thirty gsnllemen from Pertb. Here Jane* a»- 
aumed tbe formi of royalty, gave the gentlemen hii hand to kisa, received loyal 
addrenei from tbe clergy and citJMna «f Aberdeen, formed a couzt, appointing 
all the oAcen of ftate and bomriudd, created paan, mode knighti, appointed 
biih op a, && A aiigbt indi^raaition confined him to Fettcreao ba loma 
daya, but baring recovered, he advanced, January the 2ai, 1716, lo Brechin, 
where he remained Ull the 1th ; and proceeding by Kinnaird and Glaaunii, he 
made hii public entry into Dundee on Friday the Gth,, acctn^tonied by about 
three huadred boaeman. On Saturday be dined at Cattle Ijyen, and tlept 
in tbe bouM of Sir David Threiplond ; aad on Sabbath the 6th, took poMeuioa of 
tbe royal palace of Scoon. Here he ibrmed a council, and began to eicerciaa 
the functiont of govunmenL He bod been alieady procUunted at Fetleceaao, 
and had inued aaotber detJaratiou, dated at Cromercy in Lorrain ; now all at 
once he iwued lix prodamationi, one ordering a tbankagiving for bit iiJe ar- 
rival — a aecend, ordering public prayer* to be put up for hiia in all tbe 
cburdiei — a third, giving currency to foreign coins — a fourth, lummoning a 
convention irf ettatei — a fifth, ordering all fencible men to repair to hit Uaa- 
dord— rand a lixth, fixing bit cortHiation for the 93d of the current """Ih. 
At tbe tome time he obatinotely rafuied to attend any protattAn>. place of woe- 
Bhip, and be would allow no proteitant to lay grace at hii table, Hii own co>k 
feitor, father Innei, conitantly repeated the Pater Noittr and An* Maria for 
him, and be had aa innncible repugnancy to the uiual fonn of the coronation 
oath, obliging the lorereign to maintain the eatablidied relipon. Thii avowed 
bigotry occaaioned wide diviiion* among hia fen councillort, and greatly cooled 
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tiie olleetlon of liia foiiiale frienib, numy of wtiom hod indtod llteir husbaods to 
lak« ann) on hii belialf, juiter an id«n that lia hod turned protethuit It would 
also hare creal«d some difficulty on the approaching coronation, luid not c 
cuinilancei before Uie day arrired reodered h!a funeral a mor« likely occurreni 

On tlio IGtli, fas uuembled a grand council of all the insurgent diiefi, 
where lie detirered a moat melandioly ipeedi, erery MDtimeiit of whidi leemi 
to tiave been tlia ofTaprlng of ireakneii and fear, and evei'y word of it to have 
been (teeped in toon; yet it wai put into the bands of Freebairn, and indu*- 
triouily circulated among the rebel*, though it could hare no eft'ect but t« 
damp their spirits. It ivai indeed pretty erident, that this graud council had 
no other purpose, but to corer for a little tlie determiimtion that hod been formed, 
to abandon llie enterprise as speedily as was consistent with tJie safety of those 
uho had been the prime agents in the whole oAiiir. They well know that they 
(vera in no condition to stand an altadc from tlie royal army, now provided 
wilt) a powerful artillery and strengthened by numerous reinforceiuents ; but it 
ivas proper to conceal this knowledge from the ti'oops, lest Lhey might hare 
been so dispirited ns to bare been incnpable of taking the necessary stejis fov 
securing a retreat, or perhaps proToked, as was like to hare been the case at 
Pcetton, to take tumniary vengeance on their leaden, who had by w many 
inisrepresentnlions and so many blundett, brought them into a, situation of so 
much danger. There was nothing of course to be seen among them but bust- 
ling activity, and nothing heard but the dreadful note of preparation. Erecy 
where there itos planting of guns, throiving up breast works, and digging 
trenches, and in short, every tiling to induce the belief (hat tliey intended to 
make the most desperate resistance to the king's troops. To confiiio Ibis view 
of the matter still further, an order was issued on the ITth, the day after the 
GOUntTJl, for burning the whole country between Perth and the king's troops, 
and otherifife destroying every thing that could be of any me to an enemy. 
This oilier was the last tliat James issued iu Scotland, and it was in a few days 
executed to the very letter. 

Hearing that Argyle and Cadogan were on the mardi to attack him, Uie 
Chevalier once moi'e called n council to deliberate whether lhey should await 
his coming or save themselves by a timely retreat J Nothing appears to have 
been more terrible to the Chevalier than a battle in his present circumstances ; 
but the principal part of the officers, espedally the highUnders, who thought 
tliey had had far too little fighting, were unanimous for instant warfare and 
ivould not be restrained. Morr, seeing no prospect of an agreement, ad- 
journed the council till next morning, and shortly after selected a few of the 
most influential among tbem, upon uhom he urged the necessity of a retreat, 
and procured their consent, giving out at the same time that they only waited 
It more favourable opportunity to engage and cut olf Argyle, which they stated 
they (liould lutve at Aberdeen, where they would be strengthened by auxiliariei 
irora abroad. Hatters being thus accommodated, James, by a strong feeling of 
ianger awakened from hia dream of empire, liaslened from his palace of 
Scoon to Perth, where he supped with provost Hay, and after attauipting to 
sleep for a few hours, early next morning, with hi* army, abandoned Perth, 
marching over the Tay upon the ice. He left Perth in coiupany with Marr 
Olid his prindpol adherents, diaolved in lean, and saying, " that instead of 
bringing him to a ccoivn they had brought him to hi* gnve." 

Having abandoned their artillery ,whidi they threw into the Tay, vrith all (heir 
waggons and heavy baggage, the insurgents marUied with great celerity, and 
were «oon tivo days a head of the royal army, taking the rood by Dundee, 
Aberbrothock, and MontroM, for Aberdeen. At Montrose they had a *e«Hl 
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prepared to carry ofT lb« Cheralier and the principal part of ths chieflaini. 
Tliu intention, howerar, vtaa oirefully concealed from the army ; and, at eiglit 
o'clock at nigfht, the Cheralier, hsTin;^ ordsreil liia hone to the door of the home 
in wliich lie lodged, with all hii guardi mounted in the usual mnnner, irent tram 
hi* lodgingi by a back door to thow of the earl of Marr, nnd thence, in com- 
pany with the earl and one doinetlic, by a prirate footpath to the ivat«rside, 
where a boat whb in waiting', which carried them oboard the Maria I'ereta 
of St Itlflloei, a ghip of about ninety toni burden. The eaine boat re- 
turned, and nLout two o'clock in Uie morning catried on board the same 
ahip the enri of Melford, the lord Drummond, generals Bulkley and Shel- 
don, with otliera of the Rnt rank in Ihe household or in the amiy, to 
the number of Mvenleen perton* in all. The iliip immediately set biil for 
the Gosit of Norway, and baring' a freih gale, mnda land the next even- 
ing; and coaaling along the Gerinnii and Dutch ahores, in aeren days landed 
her panengen lafely at Waldam, near GraTelines, between Dunkirk and 
Calaia. The rebel army, in the meantime, went on to Aberdeen, general 
Gordon leading the front, and the earl 31ariachal, with the hone, bringing up 
the rear. Arrired at Aberdeen, general Gordon showed them a letter from 
tlie CbeTalter, in which he acquainted hii friends that the disappointments lie 
had met with, etpecially from abroad, had obliged liim to leave the country, 
that be thanked them for their lerrices, and desired lliem to advise with gen- 
end Gordon and consult their own security, eitlier by keeping in a body cr 
separating ; and encouraging them to expect to hear from liiin in a short 
time. The general acquainted them at the same time that they were to expect 
no more pay ; and though he, a* uell as the other leaders were in the secret be- 
fore leaving Perth, -yet now he pretended to be in a transport of rage and de- 
spair because the pretender and Marr had deserted tltem. Many of the people, 
too, threw down their arms, crying out that they were basely betAyed, they 
ivere all undone, they were leit without king or general. They were, how- 
ever, conducted weat through Slralhspey and Strattidon to the hills of Bade- 
noch, where they lepsrated, the foot disponing into the mountains on this side 
the Lochy, and the horae going into Lochnber, all of Ihem promising to re- 
assemble as tliey should have warning from the Ctlevalier to that etfecL 

ftlarr continued to direct the management of (he Chevalier's affain, and to 
«ojoy his sole conlidence for a number of years, during whidi be seems to have 
been indefatigable in hia mistaken attempts to destroy llie peace of his 
country, though he only destroyed hia own and that of hia imbecile and unfor- 
tunate master. Scarcely was he safe on the continent, and the blood of his less 
fortunate companions was yet reeking on the sivord of justice, than he attempted 
to induce the king of Sweden, the frantic Charles XII., by the present of Hva 
or six ^ousand bolls of oatmeal from the Scottish Jacobitei, to Invade Great 
Britain in behalf of tile chevalier. The persona to whom Ihe proposal wai made, 
captain Slraiton, the bishop of Edinburgh, lord Balmerino, and Lockhart of 
Carnwalh^ seem to have given it a serious entertainment, and to have been lin- 
oerely grieved when they found it beyond their power to execute. Failing in 
this, his next object wai to raise among them a aum of money, for the aame pur- 
pose ; and the earl of Eglinton was so enthusiastic in the cause, u to oA'er tliree 
thousand guineas to audi a fund. Many others were willing to contribute " round 
•una," hut tliey wanted " the plan first to be well concerted, and the blow randy 
to be struck." He then set about corriipdng Argyle, but, fearing in him a rival 
for emolument and power, he shortly aAer repented of the attempt, and wtu nt 
4onie pains to prevent it taking effect. lu the Spanish affair, which vbm planned 
by eardinal Alberoni, and closed at Glenshiel in the month of June, 1719, he 
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doM not won to i»n bMD m pntiotltt'l; eoneenied, whltk Miy bftfa wet hini 
OB Iboae ollieT nelboda of mdranciiig hit own intamt, to wUdi be riMrtly BAep- 
want* retortad. By tliu tJnM, indeed, hk influeno* iritk the Cbnafa'er, who ma 
almoit compelled by hii lituatioD, to manifest a di^Knition to ftrouriticni, bad 
excited tha enry of erery Jacobite, for enry Jacobite ledioned tdi omi anrit lo 
great aa to deeetre the ipecUl anid particular attention of his divindy oonse- 
cntad nwrter ; yet erery one wondeied at Ibe unreaMaalileneu of antriJber for 
Hmio^ at the Mtae thit^ aa hinsdf ; hence Loekbart ol Cantwatli, one of the 
aunt nalouB of them at that day, ■pealiing' of the ttoublea and mo wee the 
CbsTalier met with, deicribea tbem ai " the natural coneeqiiencei of harinip to 
deal with a tet of men whom no rule* of honour or tiei <rf aociety can band." 
Lodihait had planned a new adieme of ""—g^'g the Chetalier'a aAin in 
Scotland, by ■ number of peraoni, whom he caUed truiteea, and of whkb he 
bimMiIf waa named one. Thia gara olFence to not a few of the Cberalier^ 
friendt, aod to oooe mot* than the earl of Mair, whose ambitien from the be- 
ginning of hia lareer waa to be lole director of the at^vt of Scotland. He 
began idso about thia time to be uipplaaled in the alfectiona of hia raaater 
by Jamea Murray, afterwardi created by the Cheralier earl ai Dimbar and made 
totor to the young prince Charlea; in eonae<[uence of which he left tb« 
Qievalier at Roma, and took up hia residenoe at Parii, where ha appanra to 
hare been ai veitleea and aa niiediieToualy employed oa oTer ; tometiRMs appear- 
ing to be diligent for the one aide and ■ometime* fer the other. He ob- 
tained money trom the eerl of Stair, under the pretence of frieadthtp, and 
liberty from the Britiah goremmeot to reaide for hia health in France, pro- 
vided ha kept himaelf free of any pleti againit the goromment of Britain ; 
likawi>e, on a renewal itf the aame proniae, an oder of the fjuaily ealate to be 
natored to hia aon, and in the inlwim, till an act of parliament could be pro- 
cured to that ellect, ha bimielf wai to receire a yearly penrien of two thouMod 
pounda aterling, orer and altore one thouaand fire hundred pounda alerling of 
jointure paid to hia wife and daughter. The CbeTalier now began to withdnw hie 
coaGdence fnxn him, and a general auapicion of hia fidelity ■iiiiiiia to hare been 
entertained Butong one party of hii Jacobite aaioeiataa, who charged him with 
betraying, not only the intecesta of iudiriduola, but the cauae in general, by ■ 
•yitem of deep hud and deliberate rillany. By Atterbury he waa abhorred and 
charged aa the perion who diacoTorod hia correapuMlenGe wriCh the Cheraliv to 
the Britiah gonrament, which procured his baaiahment A laboured achema for 
the restoration ot Jamea, preaented by Morr without hit authority, to the legent 
of France, the duke of Orleans, a little before hia death, waa olio by the aan* 
penonoge charged aa a deep laid design to render him odioua to the Eagliah peo- 
ple, and ao to cut olf all hopea of his ever being restored. He waa alao said t* 
hare embeuled two tfuHiaand pounds steeling, which be bad collected £ac getteial 
Dillon, for the purpose of purchating arms at the time of Atterbury 'a oansfMBcy. 
Be was by the same party diorgcd with being the autbM of that aduaNi in the 
kiog'a fiiDiily, which eipoeed him to the pity or to (he contempt of all E taope, by 
atirring np the queen against colonel Hay and his lady, a datighter of the eari 
of StormoDt, and sister to Jamea Murray, created about this time earl of Dun- 
bar. This colonel Hay waa brother to the earl of Kinnoul, and on Hair's loaa 
of laTOur was by Jamea promoted to hia place in the odiinet, and created earl 
of Inremess, which was auppooed aufficient to excite his utmost malice. Pcaaeae- 
ii^ the ear of Mrs Sheldon, miatraoa to general Dillon, who was nhoUy at U* 
daTotioD) and who had acquired an entire aooondanoy over the^uecB, James's wife) 
be ao operated upon her feelings, that when sbo found her authority inaoffidsnt 
to enforce the dLaniiosal of lovemem and hii lady, and to retain Mr* Sbeldoi^ 
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nliMn JnmM woaM no Imgar endnre, ibe drma ofF in on* of the king^j 
c<Mdi«9, uid took refuge in the ooiiT«nt of St Cedtift onlbe ISA of NoKmber, 
1 7S5. InrerneM in hii acowuit of tbli ftffinr nys, " it Ii a mattar the king U 
Tory etuy slwut, since be ww pbiuly t)bt tbe qneeo hoi been drawn into Mt 
Hep, and -made (ubierriflnt to a project of Marr'i which hai been hid tbem 
HTwal yein." Whaterer opinion the king migbt hara of the cautei whidi b»d 
bronglit aboat thia strange rMdution of tlie qneen, it eridently, and indeed it 
could not be odierwiM, gare him no little trouble. " The qneen ii still in thu 
connnt," he writei to one of hb catreapondenta, " and ber adriaeti eontinua 
ttni under a falie pretence of religion, to procure my uacosiiteBi from dw pope 
to luch a degree, tbat I wish myidf out of hia cotmtry, and I won't Ail to do 
my endeatoun to lesTe it, whitit I am penuaded will tend to tbe adrnntage of 
luy atTuin.' Thii^ however, ia eTldently the ebullition of a weak mind, attempt 
ing to hide from ilaelf Its ovra weaKnew, and there can be no doubt, as one of 
his best friends remailud at the dme, that this extraordinary proceeding gun 
a terrible shock to hia alftirs, lowered his durnct^. yj^ 'in jnagment both of 
friends and foes, and highly di»jl;;i«-^e continental princet, many of wbom 
were nearly r^'^tou to the queen. At the same time, whether Mur, as wa 
given out by one side of the Jacobite interest, was really tbe author of all thii 
mitchief, ia a question that we think admiti oFjMingvery fairly dlipnted. That 
InTemeM and his Indy had attained to the absolute snay of Jnmes^ al!^ 
tiona, doei not appear to admit of a doubt. How they attained to this Cnried 
fuperiorit/ u not so easily to be accounted for. '■ Hit lordship,*' according to 
Lockhart of Carntvath, " was a cunning, &]se, anrlclous creature, of very ordi- 
nary parta, cultiTaled by no aort of literature, altc^ether rotd of enperience In 
busiDest, Bnd hig Insolence preraiUiig often over hia little stock of prudenoa, he 
did and said many unadrited ridiculoua things, that with any other inaster miuld 
soon hare atript him of that credit whldi, without any merit, at the ftxpenee ot 
the king's cbiuacter and the peace of liia family, he maintained. In oppotition to 
the remonstrances of aereral potentstee, and h^ majesty'! beat friends at home 
and abroad. His lady was a mere Coquette, tolerably handsome, but withal 
prodlgiougly Tain and an-o^ot"— 4nd be adds, what appean to be (he true 
solution ot the mystery, though he affects at the same time to make light of it, 
— " It was commonly reported and beliered, that she was the king's miatresa, 
and that the queen's jealousy was the cause of the rupture." That it was fo we 
hare the testimony of the queen hertelf ■ — " Mr Hay and his lady are the 
cause," abe tays, writing to her sister, '' that I am retired Into a coliTent I re- 
ceired your letter in their behalf, and returned you an answer only (o do you a 
pleaaure, and to oblige the king, but it all bos been to no purpose, for instead 
of making them my frienda, all the drilities I bare shoWi them hare only 
serred to render them more insolent. Their unworthy treatment of me has in 
short reduced me to such on extremity, and I am in auch a cruel alluatlon, that 
I had rather suffer death than lire In the king's palace wilh persons that hare 
no religion, honour, nor conscience, and who, not content with baring been 
the authors of such a falsi separation betwiTt Uie king and me, ore conUnually 
leasing him erery day to port with all his heat friends and most faithful aubjecla. 
This at length determined me to retire into t convent, there to spend the rest 
of my days in lamenting my mi»fortunes, after haring been fretted for six yeaw 
togeUier by the most mortifying indignities afid insulta that can be Imagined." 
That Marr, beholding auch conduct on the part of these worthleaa favourites, and 
the uneasiness of the queen under it, should have laboured for the preventing 
of auch a fatal cataatrophe, to hare them removed, Is rather a bright ipot upon a 
diaiscter which. It must be ouned, had fen redeeming qualitiea. 
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fcmlliar \flth the efery-Jay piuUoe of the lair. Bat thia is a defect, iriiieh, If 
it «xUa at «U, wouM require keener eyea Oibii oon to dhcorer. On Ae oon- 
tratf, witkout praauming to dt^niaUw on inch a mbjeet, ire ahoald be inclined 
to-ny, d)at «ra hare met nlthno'Scottith lawlmok, which appean to aa to'con> 
lain -a nwre dear and intelliglMe expoiitinn, boHi of the Uieca^Bnd'pnRjUce of 
the Ian, or in which the aathoritiea dted toe digwMd and aoaJyaed with man 
Care and ancoeaa. 

Mr Erakine died at Gardrov on tne lit of Marcb, 1703, inthe 73d y«Rr iff 
Ua age. He had been tiviea married ; flnt to Wta MeMlle, of the nobk 
fiunily of Xeren and MelriUe, by irtioni he left the celebrated 'John Erdcine, 
D. D., one of the ministers of Edinburgh ; BecondIy,'to Anne, aecond dau^tet 
of 'Mr' Stirling of Keir, by nbom he had four aona and two idjnighten. In the 
year 1746, Mr Erakine hod pui>duued, at a judicial sate,'lhe eaiats of Caitirou, 
which formerly had belon^'ed to his grandfather, lord 'Cardroaa, and he ina 
poHeised, beiidei, of very conuderable landed property, tbi greater port of 
Which deTolTsd on Jamea Erakine of Cardroaa, the eldeat aon of hla aecond 
nuurlaga, nho died at Cardroas on the 27th of Marcli, 1803. 

ERSKINE, Rev. Da John, waa bom on the 2nd of June, 1731. He nastl» 
eldeat aon of John Erakine of Camock, the celebrated audtor of the Inatitule* 
of the I>a\T of Scotland, a younger branch of the noble &mily of Bu'than. Hit 
mother was IHargaret, daughter of the honoundile Jamea Melrille of Bargorrie, 
of the iamily of Leren and Melnlle. 'Young Erskine waa tni^ht the elemen- 
tary bianchei of hit education by private tuition, and noa placed, toworda the 
cloae of the year 1734, at tbe univenity of Edinburgh, nbere he acquired a 
great fund of classical Icnonledge, and made himaelf master of the principles of 
pbilosophy and law. He was ori^ually intended for the profesgion of the la^, 
in whidi his &ther had been ao much distinginsbed;' but a natural me'dltatire 
and religious diapoiition incLned him towards the churdi. Thia peculiar turn 
of mind had displayed ilself at a very early age, when, inateod of joining In 
the game* and amusements suitable to the .period of boyhood, he wh retired 
and aalitory, and preferred the more exalted pleaturea of religious meditation ; 
10 that while hia companioBs ivere pursuing their, youthful aporta, he would he 
found abut 'Up in hia ckaet, employed, in the study of the scriptures, and in 
exercises of devotion. Although his taste thus led him towards the soCTed.pco. 
ftsion, yet in compliance with the wishes of his parents, be repressed hia oirn 
incliaationa, and paased through the greater part of that course of discipline 
pieseribed in ScoUaud, in Conner times, (is. preparatory to enteriag the faculty 
of advocates. But at length, deeply increased with the conviction that it wo* 
his duty "to derate hinvelf to the service of religion, he communicated to hii 
father hia intention to study- divinity. Thia resolution met with the decided 
oippositiou of hia &mily. They canoeived that the cleriiwl office waa at b«st 
but ill suited for Uie 'display of tfcose talents which they knew him to potsesa, 
while tbe very BodenteprovisKHi madefbr. the clergy of. the churdi - of Soot- 
Us^, Imw always' been a.piudeBtial obatade with the, parents and. guaidiana of 
yoMi^ Bten vf family Ar eewaidoiatien in this eottutry. In spil^, however, of 
•very Ofyoutjoo, &akiue pemevered in the proaeciition of. hi* thealegical 
atudiesjudon their eeinplatMB,iulha year 1743,he.was.liGeB*ed to proaoh, 
fcy Ihepreabjtery of DiimbJaiia. 

Prior to the CDBMNnoamaHt of Dr Eidune's daisical eduoatien, an avdeat 
teire to odtirale Utentove Mtd pfaileaephy had msmifeated itself in SoDtlaBd, 
and Ae yrttttmw of ihe'C<Mge of Edinbogfa, Baaae of them.man of the most 
diatinguiabed talents, hadoontriboted gready to promote and cherish the apirit 
whidi animated the nation. Among those early benefactor* of Scot^sh litera- 
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bii«,,tlM iWMt coBipkuou* ira« Sir J«bn Piiiigle, nnd Me StvrenaoB, fntim- 
■OM-.of aiani ptulsMpby and of iogie, in the uiiiTCBity of Edinburgh. Ooa 
mode wlnoh lliMa Tiainitiil mnn ad<^t»d in ordev to itinulUe tlw exwtiM* of 
tbeir itiideiiUf.viM to prMeritw toques connected with the ntbjact of their ra- 
■pectire prolectiuW) on iriiicfa their, pupili were required to write iboit dinerla- 
tioM ; when Ihon exereiHt -nmte to be read, numben attended trom tlw dilier- 
taxt cUuee, ssd we ore informad by Dr EtnUoe, ikmt Dr Willtsm Wiihart, prin- 
dpal of the coU^;e, "that great encoursger of the study of the clasioi, and of 
iiioisl.and political ecieBCM, would often honour thoee digoouraai vrilh hi« pr»- 
(enoft, liitea to them with atteadon, oriticiu tliem with oAodoui ; and whan he 
abeerred iBdicatiom of good diipootiona, and dJMemed the blonomi of geniui, 
on tliase occanona, and aflerw«rdi, aa fa* had oppeitunity, teitilled hii ealeem 
and vegard." Pmienor Sterenioa triected a mimhw of the bait of dw «a»ya 
which wei« read in his clui, and bound them up in a Tolume, whiA ii now 
paeaarred in Ibe college library, llley are fnthehand-writing of tbeir authon; 
and in Lhit curioui repoeitory are to he foand Uie pvoduoUoni of Enldne sod 
Bobertion, together with then of many young men who afterwMtde roae to 
^ninence in their aareral paths- of life. We bare Dr Enkine'a authority for 
saying, that during the Uine he was at the unirersity, " Edinburgh college then 
abounded with young men of conipicuoua talenla, and indefatigable application 
to itudy ; many of whom aflerwnnjj roae to high eminence in the state, in the 
army, and in the learned profeniona, e^wcially in the law department" 
Amongst these we may name oi his intimate fiiendi. Sir Thomas Miller of 
Glenlee, afterwards lord president of tlie court of session, and those dittinguished 
Inwyeis itho ware promoted to the bench under the titlea of lords Eiliook, Alra, 
Kennet, Gardenaton, and Braxfield. 

In May, 174i, Dr lirakine tvas ordained minister of Kirkintilloch, in the 
presbytery cf Glasgow, where he remained until Uie year 1753, whan he wu 
presented to the pariah of Culcoes, in the presbytery of Dnnfermtine. In June. 
1758, he was translated to the new Grey Friars, one of the churches of ]!din- 
bu^. In NoTOmber, I7GG, the uniTeisity of Glasgow conferred on him the 
honorary degree of doctor of divinityi and in July, 1767, he was promoted (o 
tiie collegiate charge of old Grey Friars, where he bad for his colleague Dr 
Bc^rtson. 

In the diEIwent parities in which Dr Enkine had ministered, be had enjoyed 
the esteem and affection of his pariiUioners. They were proud of him for hia 
piety, learning, and rank; — they were delighted and improred hy hii public 
and prirate iDstruetiona, and they deeply lamented his remoral when called 
from thera to undertake the moie important cbar^a to which hia merit succec- 
BiToly promoted liim. His attention to the duties of the pastoral ofBoe was most 
exemplary, and his benerolent consolation and ndrlcc, which were at the serrioo 
of all who required them, secured him the respect and affection of hia flock, who 
loi^ remembered him with feelings of the trarmeat gratitude^ No man ever had 
a keener r^ish for the pleaanres of conrenation ; but in these be considered, 
that he ought not to indulge, conceiving his time and talents to be entirely ttle 
llie property of his parisJiioDers. At college, he lisd made gr««t attainments in clas- 
sical learning, and dirough life, he retained a fondness for the cultivation of litera- 
ture and philosophy, in which his great talonts fltled him to excel ; he refiuoed, 
howerer, from their pursuit, reetricting himself in a great measure, to the dis- 
diarge of bis important religious duties. But although literature was not alloH«d 
to engross a large share of his attention, nor to interfere mthhis more sacred aro- 
cations, still, hy much exertion, and by econmniiing his time, he was enabled 
a perfect acquaintance with the progrets of the arts and sciences 
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kriu^Qg about Uiii diange 1 norwaa lhi« carrMpondenee confined to America, 
lie nlio opened a comnuinicaLlan witli lererat diriuat of the moit diidnguitbed. 
piety on the coatioeDC of Europe.. Hui InterMune be atuduotuly cuUinit«d 
nnd carried on durii^ the whole of hii life. One btd coneequence cf it «aa the 
toil which it necenarily entailed on him, not only in anaweriiig hii numerou* 
concapondent*, but in being called upoA by the ftiendt of decesMd dirine*, to 
correct and superintend the publintitm erf' pott huntwu mukfc To hia-Tidunt«rr 
laboun in thia iray, the religion* inwid is indebted for the greater part of the 
Rorka of pneident EdnBTdi,Bnd Dichson, and of Stoddort, andFiuiir of Alneea. 
Such wni Dr Enkine*! thirst for intbnnatioB oanoemiBg tb»- «tate of religion, 
iDomlity, and learning on the continent, that in hii old age; ho undertook and 
acquired a knouledge of the Dutch and GeimaB . langvagek Tlie ft'iiiti of the 
rich field which ma tfam thrown i^ien to him appeared in "Ttw ^etdiM and' 
Hinti of Church History and Theological Contraieny, d^fly trantlated or 
abridged from modem Foreign WriteiK Edinburgh, toL lit,. 17Q0, toL Sod, 
1799." iThew Tolnmee- contained the moet extenore and iatereeting bodj of 
Information respecting the ttate of religion oa the Continent, Yrhidi had been 
presented to the world. 

One of th« ohjecta pirfeMcd by the pmnoter* <rf thoee rendutioaai^ prlnct- 
ples, wbi*^, toirarda the doae of the latt centtiry threatened the nibrernon of 
•ocial order in Europe, wcb the deitructJon of all dnditiah churdi eelabliah- 
n»«nl« ; and an OHoeiatioB hu- actually formed on the amtinent for Una 
purpoM. Dr Eiilcine, hoiraTen haring in the eoinM of hi* rcsenrdiei 
into the stale of religion, discovered the exittence irf. thisaMooiation, gsre the 
alarm to hii countrymen ; and preieMor Itohineon and the Afobe Barmel soon a£- 
ter iarsitiipted its rise m)d progress, and unfolded its dangers. The patriotic 
ezertiem of these goed men mre crowned- with success. Many of these who 
bad iMen imposed upon by the speraous argnnents then in vogue; ivere recnlled 
to a tense of reason and duty ; and even the multitudo were awakened to a 
sense of t)ie impending danger, when the true character of the religion and 
marality of those pirfitieal regenentcrs, nho irould hate nade them their dupe*, 
vnn disclosed and illnstrated by the practical commentary which the slate ot^ 
France alTorded. The contideration that he had assisted to save this country 
from the hovroi* lo which the French nation had beeni subjected, was one of 
the many gratifying reflections which solaced Dr Enkine on looking bndt, in 
bi* old age, on his laborious and well spent lifea 

Dr Erskine's zeal in the cause of religion led himto take a large share in 
tlie bu«neu of the society Ibr the propagation of christian knowledge ; and 
even when, through the infirmities of bad health and old age, he wu unable to 

Fourtli edition, irilh a Preface, contalnlnf some BCrouiit of him, and Boadutowlgdgment ot 
tbe unscripLuialncssof soma of Ills sentiments. 

I9lh, bUscellaneous Obwrvatlou on Important Thsciaglcal Subject)^ by tlie late Jnatfaan 
EdiranlB. Edinburgh, lT9a 

J411i, SemuHi] and Tracts, sepantely publiAed at Boston, Philadelphia, und now first 
coUecteil into ana voluine, by Jouattian DlckeuMiif A. M., lata Frosideut of the Collie of 
Ne<r Jeney. Ediiiburgli, 1T03. 

ISih, A Sermwi prcacliul on tbs Fnst Day, SSth Febroaij, 1794, at Ihs French Chapel 
Raj-al, nl St Jalncs'■^ and at lbs llo)aI Cidkii CduiI, Soho, by Itlr Gilbert. TiBiuLit«i trom 
Iho French by a young Ledy, Ur Enkiuss grand -daughter, lately dead (daiij;htiir of 
Charles titiutrt, M. D. ), nllh a short ProCice b] Ur Erakine. Edinburgh, 17S1, 

IQth, itemarks on Important Tbeulogiad Cintroveniu, by Mr Jouthuu Edvnrda I7QII. 

17th, Select Dinouran, by eminent mmislera In America. 2 valunui. Ediubuigb, 1700. 

Ifith, Rellgkiiw Intalligence and wasonsl)!* Aitrioa fmm Abroad, couuunuig la) prosch- 
log and evborlatlon, in -Tour sanLrate Pamphlets^ Edinbu^h, 1601. 
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attend the meeting* of that body, mch wu the dapendenca of the direeton an 
bis iofonmition and tound judgment, that on any difficulty ooeurnttg in the 
mAiugemeiit of their aRJiin, they were in the habit of coniolting him at hii 
own hoiue. In the general uumbly of the church of Scotland, he nai for 
many yeaia the leader of the popalar pony; there the opennen and integrity 
of hi* character secured him the confidence and aAection of hii frienda and the 
etteem and respect of his opponent!. The fiiendihip which inbaiited between 
him and principal Bobertion, the leader of the moderate' party, has been ol>' 
jected to by some of his more rigid admiren, aa displaying too great a degree af 
liberality — a fact strongly itluttiatire of the rancoor whicli exialed in fonnec 
tiaw* among the high church party. The oourtesy whidi maihed Dr Eiriiine's 
conduct to principal Robertson throughout their lires, and the ctindoar which 
led him to bear testimony to the higb talents nnd many estimable qualhjei of 
Ihe historian, in the funeral sermon which he preached on the death of that 
great man, did equal honour to Dc Erikine's head and his heart The follow- 
ing' anecdote ha* been told of one rupture of the frienddiip which subaiited in 
aarly life between prindpal Robertson and Dr Enkine. Mr WhitaGald^ 'wbo 
WM tent by the Englidi methoditts as a minionary into Scotland, at first formed 
a connection with the Stetdtrt, the body irbieh had left the eitabliihed diurdi ; 
but when he refused to confine hit miniitrationj to them, they declared enndty 
against him, and hii dtoracter became a eontroreniol topic Mr Erakine, 
ioine time before be oblaiaed the living of Kirkintillocb, appean to bare been 
a great admirer of the dtaracter of this celebrated preadier, and to hare been 
atron^y impretied with the force of his powerful eloquence and ttie usefulness 
and efficacy of bis erangelical doctrines. It unfortunately happened, that at 
the time irtien the friends and enemies of Mr Whitafield were keenly engaged 
In discuwing his merits, the quesUon as to his diaracter and osafulness was 
made the subject of debate in a literary society which Robertson and Enkine 
bod formed. Conflicting opinions were expnsted, and the debate was con- 
ducted with ao much seal and asperity that it occasioned not only the dissolution 
of the society, but it is said to baie led to a tamporary intenuption of the 
prirate friendship and inteRXurse which subsisted between Enkine and Robert- 
son. There is another anecdote of these two great men, which tells more 
brourably for Dr Enkine^s moderation and iMimmand Of temper, and at the 
aame time shows the influence which he bad acqufavd orer the Edinburgh mob 
During the disturbances in Edinburgh in the yean IT78 and 1779, occanonod 
by the celebrated bill, proposed at that tine to be introduced into pariiament, 
for the repeal of the penal statutes against the Roman catholics in Scotland, the 
populace of Edinburgh assembled in the College court, with the intention of 
demolishing the house of prindpal Robertson, who had taken an actire part in 
advocating the abolition of these penal laws ; and there seems to be little doubt 
that the mob would hare attempted to carry their threats into execution in de- 
fianca of the military, which had been called out, had not Dr Enkine appeared, 
and by his pretence and exhortations, diverted tbem. 

Dr Ertkine's opinions, both in diurch and state politics, will be bast under- 
stood from the following short account of the part whiA he took on tereral of 
the important discuwons whidi divided the country during his life. In the 
year 1769, on the occasion of the breach with America, he entered into a con- 
troversy with Mr Wesley, and published more than one pam^det, deprecating 
the contest. He was an enemy to the new constitution given to Canada, by 
which he considered the catholic religion to be too much'fiivoured. In '1776, 
wlien the attempt was made to repeal certain of the penal enactments against 
the Roman citholict of Great Britain, he testified bisapprebensioni of the conso- 
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qtiencei in a ct^reipondeDce betmw kirn and Mr Burke, nrfaich wm publithed. 
And filially, vr« lure alraady wen, that ha Unk aa tuHin and prominent pan, 
in hU oil] age, in mpport of conitilnlional prindplea, when tbrcateued hj Um 
Fnccb reToIatlon. 

Haring- aUained to Uie 83d year of hit age, Dr Erskine itm suddenly (trunk 
with a mortal dieeaM, and died at bis houie in Lsuriaton Lane, Edinburgh, od 
the loth of January, 1603, after a few houn' llhieu. Ha had been from his 
youth or a feeble comtitulion, and for many years prerious to his death, hii ap- 
pearanee had been that of one in the last stage of exist«Dce ; and during; many 
winters he had been unable to perform hit toared duties with regularity ; nor 
did he once preedi during the last sixteen months of his llfe^ Before he vta 
endrely incapacitated for public duty, hit voice had become loo weak to be dih 
tlncdy heard by his congregation. Still, howerer, the viracity of his look and 
the energy of his manner, bespoke the warmth of his heart and [he rigour of 
hit inlnd. His mental faculties remained unimpaired to the last; and, unaffected 
by hit bodily decay, his memory was at good, hit judgment as sound, his 
Imagination aa lively, and his inclination for study ns strong, as during his most 
rlgoroui yean, and to the last he vu actirely engaged in those purtuits which 
bod formed the buunets and pleasure of his life. Eren the week before hit 
death, he hod tent notice to his publiiher, that he had collected materials for 
the 6lh number of the periodical pamphlet ha was then publtsliing, entitled, 
" Religious intelligence from abroad." 

In hit temper, Dr Erskine was ardent and bencTolent, hit alfecllons were 
warm, hii attachments lasting; and his piely constant and most sincere. He 
was remarkable for the simplicity of hit manners, and for that genuine humilily 
which ig frequently the concomitant and brighlett ornRment of high talents. 
In his beneficence, which was great but unostentatious, he religiously observed 
the Scripture precept in the dittribuUoD of his charity and in the performance 
of hit many good and fHendly officet. We cannot close this short sketch of 
Dr Enkine more appropriately than in the graphic words of our great novelist, 
t?ho, in his Guy IHannering, has presented us, as it were, with a living picture 
of this eminent divine. " The colleague of Dr Roberteon ascended the pulpit 
Hit external appeamnce was not prepossessing. A rem.irkably fair complexion, 
strangely contnuted with a black wig, nithout a gmin of powder ; a narrow 
chest and a stooping posture ; hands which, placed like props on either side of 
the pulpit, seemed necessary rather to support the person iliao to assist the 
gesticulation of the preacher, — no gonm, not even that of (ienevo, a tumbled 
band, and a gesture nhicli seemed scaroely voluntary, were the first circnni- 
■tances whicli struck a slranger. ■ The preacher seems a very ungainly penon,' 
whispered Maniiering to his new friend. 

'"Never fear, he is the ton of an excellent Scottish lavrjer, he'll shoir blocd, 
I'll warmnt him.' 

" The learned countellor predicted truly, A lecture was delivered, fraught 
with new, striking, and entert^ning vieus of Scripture history — a sermon in 
which the Calvinism of the Kirk of Scotland was ably supported, yet made the 
basil of a sound system of practical morals, whidi should neither shelter the 
tinner under the cloak of speculative faith or of peculiarity of opinion, nor leave 
liim loote to the waves of unbelief and idiitm. Something there mas of nn 
antiquated turn of argument and metaphor, but ft only served to give Test 
Mid pectdiarity to the style of elocution, llie sermon was not read — a scrap 
of paper, containing the heads of the diicoune, was occasionally referred to, 
and the enundation, which at first teenwd imperfect and embarraMed, became, 
nt the preacher warmed in hit progreu, animated and distinct : and elthuugb 
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the diMWune coiild not be quoted u & correct ipedmen of pulpit «l[M]Dence, yet 
Alsonering- had Mldom heard w much leuving, metaphyiical acuteneaa, and 
onergf ofsi^iument brought into tbe leiTice of chriatiuiiity. ' Such,* he taid, 
going' out of the church, ' muat hare been the preachers, to whose unfeariiig 
mind*, and Bcul« though loiuetimei rudely ezeiciied laleut«, we owe the refor- 
mation.' 

"'And yet that rererend gentleman,' laid Playdell, 'whom I lore for hli 
ftther^ Bake and hi* dwd, has nothing of the lour or phariiaiciil pride nhiuh 
him been imputed to lome of the early fathen of the Calriniitic kirk of Scot- 
land. Hii colleRgue and he di/fer, and head dilftrent parties in the kirk, 
about ptirtieular points of church discipline ; but without for a moment losing 
perconal regard or respect for each other, or tufibrlog malignity to interfere iu 
ao oppotitioD, ateody, constant, and apparently consdsnliout on both sides.' " 

Dr Erskine vrat tnanied to ChriitiaD Alackay, third daughter of Geor^, 
third lord Ray, by whom be had a family of fourteen diiidren, but of whoni 
only four sunired him, Darid Brekiae, E»q. of Camock, and three daughters. 

ERSKINE, RiLFB, the well known author of Gospel Sonnets, and other high- 
ly esteemed writings, was a yonng son of Henry E^^ine, some time luinister of 
Comhilt, in Northumberland, and, after the rerolution, at Cbimside, Benvick- 
■hire, and was bom at Monilam, in Northumberland, on the eighteenth day of 
March, 1G65. Of hi* childliood, little has been recorded, but that he. was 
thoughtful and pious, and was moat probably by hi* parents devoted to the woric 
of the ministry Irom hi* earlieet yean. Of hi* earlier studies, we know nothing. 
Like his brother Ebeneier, he prabably learned his letters under the immedinte 
eye of his father, and like his brother, he nent through a regular course of study 
In the University of Edinburgh. During the latter yean of his studentship, be 
resided as tutor and chaplain in the bouse of Colonel Eiskine, near Cuhloss, 
where he was gra^fied xitfa the erangelimi preaching, and rery often the edifying 
conrersalion of the Hot. Mr Cuthbett, then minister of CulroK He had here 
also frequent opportunities of risiting his brother Ebenezer, but, though younger 
in yean and less liberally endowed will) the gids of nature, be was a more 
advanced scholar in the school of Christ, and his brother, if we may belierc bis 
own report, was more benefited by him than he tra* by hi* brother. Residing 
within it* bounds, he was, by tiie preabytery of Dunferuiline, licensed as a 
preacher, on the eighth day of June, 17D9. He continued (o bea probationer 
neai'ly tivo yean, a somewhat lengthened period In the then deeolale state of the 
church, when the field, at least, was large, whatever might be tbe harvest, and 
the labouren literally few. At length, however, he received a unanimous cnll 
from the parish of Dunfermline, to serve as colleague and successor to the Bev. 
Mr Buchanan, which he accepted, and to which he was ordained in the moiith 
of August, 1711, his friend Mr Cuthbert of Cuirass, presiding on the occosion. 
In common with all the churdies of the reformation, tlie church of ScoUand was 
fr^im her earliest dawn of returning light, distinguished for her attachment to the 
doctrine* of grace. There, as elsewhere, it was the doctrine of grace in giving 
thorough righteouinesi unto eternal life by Je*u* Christ our Lord, preached iu iU 
purity, freedom, and fulness, by Hamilton ,Wiihart, and Knox, ivhich shook from 
his firm base the dagon of idolatry, and levelled the iron towen of papal super- 
■titioD with the dust, and it was in the faith of the same doctrines that the illus- 
trious Hat of martyra and confesMn under the two Charleses, and the Jameses 
sixth and serenlh, endured such a great fight of affliction and reeisted unto blood, 
striving ngainst sin. At the happy delivennce fr«m the iron yoke of persecu- 
tion through the instrumentality of William, prince of Orange, in the year 1038, 
the ecclesiaatical consUtntion of the country was happily restored with the whole 
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gystem of doclnm entire. When her Mattered miniitry began to be usembled, 
homiTer, it mis found that the sirord of penecation, or the scythe of time, had 
cut ofl* the diief of her Btreogth. The fen tliat had escaped were men, gener- 
ally Bpeakingp, of inferior tttainmenU. Some of them had been protected purely 
by their insigniiicnncy of (dtanicter, Hnne by compliancei, real or affected, with 
the Rystem of prelacy, and not a few of them trnd actually offidaled ni the bishop*' 
nnderlings, but for the sake of the benefice, were induced to tranifer their re- 
spect and obedience from the bishop to the presbytery, and to sign the Confession 
of Faith as a proof of their sincerity. Thii rma the more unfortunate that there 
was among them no commanding spirit, iiho, imbued widi the lore of tniUi, and 
liring under the powers of the worid to come, might have breathed through the 
body an amalgamating influence, and hare insensibly assiinitated the whole into 
its own likeness. 60 jar from this, their leading men, under the direction of 
the courtly Carslurs, were chiefly busied in breaking down to the lerel of plain 
worldly policy nny thing that bore the shape of really disinterested feeling, and 
regulating the pulte of piety by the newly graduated scale of the court thenno- 
meler. In consequence of this state of ntatten, there was 1e«i allention paid, 
both to doctrine and discipline than might hare been exported, and eren with 
the better and laan serious part of the clergy, considerable confusion of ideas on 
the great snbject of the goepel, with no inconsiderable portion oflegalism, were 
preralent^ A spirit of inquiry was, however, at this time anukened, and the 
difliision ofnvil's worics, with the works of some of the more eminent of (he 
English nonconformists. Lad a powerful effect in correcting and enlarging the 
riews of not a few of the Scottish clergy, among whom, vmi the subject of this 
memoir, who, from a rery eariy period of life, seems to hare felt strongly, and 
apprehended clearly, the great scheme of the pfptiL I*Ir Ralph Erskine bad 
been a most diligent student, and had made very considemhle progress in tile 
different branches of science, which were commonly studied at tliat time, but 
among his people he determined to know nothing, aare Jesus Christ, and him 
crudfied. HaTOng been exercised to godliness from his earliest yean, he, by 
the grkce of Ood, manifested hinuelf to be a scribe instructed unto tile kingdom 
of hearen, bringing forth out of his treasures things new and old. He continu- 
ed to be a hard student even to his old age, generally writing out his sermons 
in fiill, and for the most part in Oie delivery, keeping pretty close to what he 
had written. For the pulpit, he possessed excellent talents, haring a pleasant 
voice and an agreeable winning manner. He peculiarly excelled in the full and 
ftee aChn of Christ whi<ji he made to his hearers, and in the persuasive and 
winning manner in which he urged their acceptance of the ofler so grarioutly 
made to them on the authority of the dirine word. He possessed also, from bis 
own varied and extensive experience, a great knowledge of the human heart, 
and had a singular gift of speaking to tiie varied circumstances of his heareta, 
which rendered him more tttan ordinarily popular. On vcramental occasions, 
he was dways waited npon by large audienoM, wbo listened to his discourses with 
more than ordinary eamesto'^n. During his incumbency, Dunfermline, at the 
time of dispensing the sacrament, was crowded by strangers from all ports of the 
kingdom, many of whom, to the day of their deadi, spoke wilh transport of the 
enlugement of heart they had there experienced. To all the other duties of 
the ministry he was equdly attentive as to those of the pulpit. His diligence 
in exhurtliq from house to house was most unwearied, his diets of public cate- 
chising, regular ; and he was never wanting at the side of the sick bed when 
his presence was desired. Ardently attadied to dirine truth, he was on all oc- 
casions its daunlleaa advocate. In die case of professtn: Simpson, he stood up 
maufuUy for the regular exetdse of discipline, both in his first and second pro- 
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ceas ; aod in tba ate of the Slanon, had U* own dum of the toil, trouble, and 
oj^wfoiuiii Ort upoD tb« faw Muniiten irha at that Ums luwt Uia hardihood to 
uu^ an wpea appearaniw itm (he geaaiiie &ith of the Gapol. B«foi« the cem- 
owaceBBDt of Che MeeHioo, be nu eogfagad, alei^ witJi M» ct^cotbyten, of the 
pmbytery of Duiifemiliiie, in a dwpute with the geneial anembly, in behalf of 
the Uberties of th« presbyteriau dnmh of Scotbod, io which, bowerer, thsy &i]ed. 
ThU wM io the case of Mr Staik, who bad beau moct thamefully iatnided upon 
the burgh and puiih of Kinrou, and whom, in cHaacpifloce, tbe preabytary of 
Dimfcmdioe r«fu«ed to admit ai one of thair members The ca«a wu brought 
befbi« the asambly, I7SS, and ■Bmurilr daddad by ordering the preabylery 
taasaanibleiBun«dialely,andeDrDlIVI> 9larica«on««f their memben.giTe him the 
right band of .ftltowdlip, and by all maana in their power, to itrangtban hii 
hands, and hold him up agaimt the oppotitian that waa laiaed againat him by 
the pariah, uudar the pain of being Tisilad with the chunft'a higbeat diipleBmr& 
Against Ihd deoitlon , protaati ware olftrad by Mr Ralph Ki^kine and othen, but 
they wei-e pereoipterUy lefuMd. Anothor act of iha nme aaaemhly became the 
oitanaible cauae of the Koeauon. In IhiaeoMbnrerty, bewCTW, MrRalph Enkine 
hnd no abare, farther than that he adhered to the pioteata Uiat were oflbred id 
behalf of the four brethren who carried it on, took their part on all oocaaion^ 
attended many of their maetingi, and maintained the doiaat communion with 
them, both chriitiBn and miniaterial; but he did not withdraw iiom ihejudka- 
tu«a of the eatabiiihed churdt, till tha month of Pebruary, 1737, when aeeing 
no iMpe of any re&raaation io that qmrter, liegaTein a declaration (tf aecemioB 
to the pi<eabytary of DunfennliDa, and joined the OMOoiate preabytery. 

The Ihme of Mr Bntph Enkine waa now, by hit taking part with the aeoea- 
lirai, contiderably extended ; for the circumBtancea attMtding it were making a 
great noiie in erery comer of tha country. It particularly attracted the noticQ 
of Wealey and Whitsfiald, who at thii time were Uyiug tha foundationa of 
Helhodiaia in England, llie hdter of theaa gentleman entered ibortly after 
thi« period into conw^iondence with Mr Halph Enkine, in eoniequenca of 
whiah he came to Scotland, p^d a iriiit to him, and preached the flrat acrmoa 
he delivered in thia eonntry from that gentleman'a pulpit in Dunfermline. 
Tbe profesaad object of Mr Wbitefleld was the aame aa that of the aecoaaioD, 
nsmelj, tUo reformation of tbe ehnrch, and the promoting of tho intereata of hoU. 
neat; and one mode of doing ao he held in commqn with aeceden, which waa 
the {Hendiing of the doctrine* of the croas ; in arery thing elie they were di- 
rectly oppoaed to each other. Equally or enn more decidedly attadied to tho 
doctrinei of free grace, tha aeceden couaidared the aettlement of nationa and 
ehurchaa aa of the laat importance far pveaerring, piomoting, and perpetuating 
true and undefiled religicm. Nationa, in coniequence of the baptiamal eiigage- 
menti of the individuali of ivhlch they may be cempoaed, they held to be under 
iudiapen^le obligationi to make a national profeaaion of religion ; to cauaa 
that all their lann t« made to accord with iti iiHrit, and to proride for tbe due 
celebration of all iti ordinancea. Oathi, bonda, and ciril aaiociationa, they 
held to be, in their oi>'n proper placea, legitimate mean* of attaining, promot- 
ing, and prewrring reformation. Hence they maintained the inriolable obU> 
gatMau of the national corenant of Scotland, and of the aolemn league and co- 
venant of the three kingdonu, and iianed their teatimony u a decLiration for tbe 
doctrine, wonhip, diacJpline, and government of the chnroh of Scotland. Of 
all theaa matlaiB, Whitalield waa utterly ignorant, and utterly careleaa. He 
had roceifed p*ieM*i erdeis in the Englidi diurch, and had iwom the oath, of 
cupretnacy, which one would uppoae a pretty atmng dedandon of hit being 
e^acopal in hi* Tien& Of govemnMnt in the churdi, howcTer, he made little 
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account, for he mndered about from land to land, adcnowledging do nperioc, 
and wema to tiara regarded all tiie fbrin* in whjdi diriitianity hai been em- 
bodied with equal favour, or rathw, periiapa, with equal contempt Of coune, 
Mr Whitefield and Mi £^^ne had no lOODer met, and begun to explain their 
TietTt, than they were mutually diigucted, and they parted in a manner which, 
ve think, luM left no credit to either of tlia putiet. 

The anoGiata presbytery wu at thii time preparing for ivhat they coniidered 
the practical completion of their testimony, tlie renewal of the national oot»- 
nanti, in a bond suited to their circumitancet, whidi they did at Stirling, in the 
month of December, 1 713 ; Mr Ralph &ikine being the aecond name that hd* 
aubacribed to the bond. The (ireBring of thia bond neoeaaarily introduced the 
diicuuion of the religioua clauM of aome burgea oatha, whidi led to a breach in 
the aecetaion body, on account of which the reader will find in a prerioui arti- 
de [the life of Ebeoeier Enkioe], In ihii controreny Mr Ralph Enkine look 
a decided part, being a riolent adToeate for the lawfulneai of the oatk He, 
howerer, did not long luiTiTe that unhappy rupture, being aeized with a nerr< 
oui ferer, of which he died after eight daya' illnea*, on the Gth of NoTember, 
17S9, bring in the lixty-eighlh year of hia age, and the foity-aecond of liia 
miniatry. 

Mr Ralph Ermine naa twice married ; finl, to Maigaret Dewar, daughter to 
the laird of LaModie, wlio died in the month of November, 1730 ; having lived 
with him lizteen yeara, and bom him ten <iuldren. He married, aeoondly, 
Margaret Simjiaoa, daughter to Mr Simpion, writer to the (ignet, Edinburgb, 
who bore him four children, and lurvjved him aevwal yeara. Three of hli aona 
lived to be minialen of the ieoe«ion churdi, but they all died in the prime of 
life, to the grief of their relatirea and friendi, who had formed the higheit ex- 
pcctationt of their future uaefulnen. 

Of the character of Mr Ral^ Erakine there can be, and, in fact, we believe 
there ii, but one opinion. Few greater nomca belong to the diurch of Scot- 
land, of which, notwiLlialanding of hia teceMion, he coniidered hiiuel^ and 
must by every fair and impartial man, be conaidered to have been a moat dutiful 
aon to the day of hii deaUi, During the daya of Ralph ErikiDe, dinenterism 
wai a name and thing unknown in the leceMion. Seceden had dinented feoai 
aoioa unconatitutional acta of tlie judicature of the eatabliihed church, and were 
compelled to lecede, but they held fait her whole conititution, entered their 
appeal to her firat free and reforming aaaembly, to which ev«ry genuine aeceder 
long looked forward wilh deep anxiety, ready to plead bia cause before it, and 
willing to riand or fall by ita judgment Of Mr Ralph Enkine'i writings, it 
is acarcely necesary to ipeak, any mora than of his character. They Iwve 
already, leveral of them, stood a century of triticiam, and are just na much 
nilued by pioua And diaceming readers, as they were on the day when they 
were firat published. Models of conposition they are not, nor do we believe 
tliat they ever were ; but they are rich with the ore of dirine truth, and contain 
m,%ny passages that are uncommonly vigorous and h^py. Of hii poetical 
works we have not room to say much ; some of them are all that the author in- 
tended, which Is more than can be said of many poetical productioni that have 
a much higher reputation in the norld. His Gospel Sonnets, by far the best of 
his poenu, he compoaed when he had but neirly entered on his miniatry, aa a 
OOmpend of the scheme of the gospel, and wo know few bouka that in a amaUer 
compass contain one more perfect The oomposition is very homely, but it la 
jnit so much belter fitted for the serious and not highly initnicted reader, whose 
benefit alone the uilhor had in view. Of hii venions of the Song of Solomon, 
of tlie Lamentaliona of Jeremiah, and of the Book ^ Job, it must be admltle*! 
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Ihat diey ara utterly unworthy of the gloriouily dirine originals ; but it ought 
to b« remembered, thjit he irni put upon th«»e Isboun by th« urgency or hia 
brethren, with s vieir to their being ndded to the psalmody, and that in thi« 
caie, pkinnOM and limpljcity hoi slirayi been alued at, to a degree bordering 
on the bold, not to my the proboe. Nor are llieie etteuiptt, nAer all, benectlh 
Hveral of the mme kind by the greatett namei in Engliih poetry. 

ER5KINE, Thouis Ai.n*in]Efi, lixtli earl of Kellie, s diitlnguiihed muaical 
genim, wai bom on SeplemlMT lit, 173:^, He wiu the eldett sun of Alexander, 
fifth earl of Kellie, by Janet Fitcoiin, daugliter of the celebrated physician and 
pocL The earlj of Kellie were a branch of the Marr family, ennobled through 
the Amur of James VJ. and I., which irai acquired by theierricciof SirThomai 
Enkine of Gogar, in protecting hii majesty from the ntacbiaationi of the earl 
(if OowF]- and his brother. The father of the subject of this memoir, though 
posKMaed of a kind of riide wit, was alivayi deemed a penon of imperfect in- 
tellect, of which he seems to bare been himself aware. Being conRned in 
Edinburgh coille for his concern in the insurrection of 1745, he one mornin| 
came into the room occupied by his brethren !n misfortune, shoHing a paper ir 
his hand. This was a list of penoni whom the goTcmment had resolved to 
prosecute no further, and while his lordship's name stood at the bead, on ac- 
count of his rank, it was closed by the name of a Mr William Pidler, who had 
been nn auditor in the Scottish exchequer. " Oh, ii not this a wise gorern- 
ment?" cried the earl, " to begin wi' a fule and end wi' a fiddler ! " On his 
lordship's death, in ITSS, he was succeeded by his eldest son, who seems to 
ItBTe inherited the wit of his father, along with the more brilliant genius of his 
mother's family. 

The earl of Kellie displayed, at an early period of life, a considerable share 
of ability; and it was anticipated that he would distinguish hinuelf in some 
public employment worthy of hia exalted rank. He was led, howerer, by an 
orermasLering propensity to music, to devote hunaelf almost exdusiTely to that 
art We are informed by Dr Bumey, in his History of Music, that " the earl 
of Kellie, who was possessed of more muwcnl science than any diUetante with 
whom 1 was ever acquainted, and who, according to Pinto, before he ti&relled into 
Germany, could scarcely tune his fiddle, shut himself up at Manheim with the 
elder Stamitz, and studied composition, and practised the violin with such seri- 
ous application, that, at hia return to England, there was no part of theoretical 
or practical music, in which he was not equally well versed with the greatest 
professors of his time. Indeed, he had a strength of hand on the violin, and a 
genius for composition, with which few professors are gifted." In the age 
during which the earl of Kellie flourished, it was unfortunately deemed an al- 
most indispensible mark of a man of genius, either in literature or music, to de- 
vote himself much to the service of Bacdius. Hence this young nobleman, 
whose talents might have adorned almost any walk of life, identilied himself 
with the dissolute fraternity who haunted the British metropolis, and of nhon 
there was a considerable offshoot even in Edinburgh, Thus he spent, in low buf- 
fooneries and debaucheries, time which might have been employed to the geo- 
enl advantage of bis country. He, nevertheless, composed a considerable quan- 
tity of mtiNU, which, in its day, enjoyed a high degree of celebrity, though it 
is generally deemed. In the present age, to be deficient in taste and feeling. 
" Id his works," says a late writer, " the fervidum inyeniuni of his country 
bunts forth, and elegance is mingled with fire. From the ungular ardour and 
impetuosity of his temperament, joined to his German education, under the 
celebmled Stamili, and at a lime when the German overture, or symphony, 
ccnusling of a grand diorui of violins and wind instnunents, was in its highest 
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vc^e, thii great composer has emploj'sd hinitelf t^iefiy iu lymptioniei, but in 
■ ityle peculisr to himself. While otbeis pleoM and amuie, U ii hu provinoe to 
route and nlinost orenet his hearer. Loudceu, rapidity, enthuiioHn, aa- 
nouiiMd the earl of Eellie. Ilij luinaotiiei are acknowledged to be accurate 
and ingODioui, admitably calculated for the etTect in riew, and ditcoreriag a 
thorough knowledge of nuuic. From Bone ipeiuuteni, it appean that his 
talents were not confineil to a single style, which hai made hit admirers regret 
that he did not apply himtelf to a greater variety of aubjecta. Ho is *ald to 
hare CDrnpoaed only one song, but that an excellent one. What appean aingu- 
larly pecuUar in tbii musician, is what may be tailed the lelocity of hi* lalentt, 
by wliich he composed nhole piecei of the most excellent music in one night 
Part of his works are still unpublished, and not a little is probably lesL Being 
always remarkably fund of a concert of wind inslnimenta, wbenerer he met with 
a good band of thein, he was seized with a fit of composition, and wrote pieces 
in lite moment, which he gave away to the performers, and nerer saw again ; 
and these, in Ills own judgment, were the best he ever composed." ' 

Haling much impaired his constitutioii by hard liring, the eail of Kellie riait- 
ed Spa, from which he was returning lo England, when he was stnuk wilk a 
paralytic shodc upon the road. Being advised to step a few days at Brussels, 
be nai attacked by a putrid fever, of irhich he died at that city, on llie 9th of 
October, 1761, in the fifty fint year of his age. 

EIISKINE, Thdmis, lord Enkine, was the yeungett son of David Henry, 
tenth earl of Buchan. He was bora iu the year L750, and, after having pass- 
ed through the hi^ school i-lnsies nt Edinbuigh, was sent to the univenity of 
8t Andrews to finish his education. At a very early age he had imbibed a 
strong predilection for a naval life; and the limited means of his family render. 
ing an early adoption of some profession necessary, he was allowed to enter the 
service as a midsliiproan, under Sir John Liudsay, nephew to the celebrated 
eail of Mansfield. Young Erskine embarked at Leilh, and did not put foot 
again on his native soil until a few yeara before his death. He never, it is 
believed, "held the comioission of lieutenant, although he acted for some time in 
that capacity by the special appointment of his oiptiun, whose kindness in this 
iiulance ultimately led to his eleve's abandoning the service altogether, when re- 
quired to resume the inferior station of a midshipman. AAer a service of four 
yean, he quitted the n.-tvy, and entered the anny as du ensign, in the 
royals, or fint regiment of foot, iu ITCa. In 1770, be married an amiable 
and accomplished nouan, and shortly afierivords went with bit regiment to 
IMiiiorca, where ha spent three years. While in the nemy, he acquired great 
reputation for the versatility and aculeneaa of liis conversational powei*. Boswcll, 
who met with the young officer in a mixed company iu London, mentions tlie 
pleasure which Dr Johnson condescended to express .on hearing him, — an ap- 
probation which assures ua that the young Scotsman's colloquial talents were of no 
ordinary kind, and possossed scmelhing more than mere bt-iUiancy or fluency, 
even at that enrly period of life. It was the knowledge of these qualities of mind, 
probably, which induced his mother — a lady whose uncommon acquiremenla 
we have already had occasion to eulogite in a memoir of another son — to m'ge 
liim to devote the great energies of his mind to the study of the law and juris- 
prudence of his country. Her advice, seconded by the counsel of a few judi- 
cious fiiendi, was adopted; and, in his S7th year, Thomas Ersliiue renounced 
tlie glittering professioa of arms fw tlie graver studies of law. 

He entered as a fellow-commoner, at Trmity College, Cambridge, in IIm 

> UobcrUoa of Dolmeuj's Inquiry into the Fine Arts, vol. L 
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joKT 1777, tiMiwly to obbdn a d«grM, to nUch h« ww entitled as tlie ion of a 
nobleman, and thoreby •hofton hk purage to the hvr ; and, at (he aame tiiM, 
he imarled Wi name in tb« booki of Linoolo** iiui, m s student at law. Oue 
^ lu« college deelanatioDi ii lUU eztsirt, a* it nai delivered in Trinity eoDege 
diapel. The tbeiit was the rondulion of 16B8, and the fint prize was award- 
ed to iti anthor ; but, with that nobleneM of fMltng' which always diaraeteriwd 
the nibjeot of eur memoir, be refiwed to accept t^ Ibe reward, alleglngf as an 
excuse, that he had merely declaimed in confonnity with the rule* of college, 
and, not being a resident student, wm not entitled to any bonorat7 distinction, 
A burlesque parody of Gray's Bard which appeared about Ihb time in the 
HoDtblj Msgazko, vac g'enerally attributed to Mr Brskine. The origin of 
tliii prodndioa was a ctMnmstanoe of a bninoroaa nature. The author had 
been prerented from taking his place at dinner in the college hall, by the ne- 
glect of lus barber, who failed to present himself in proper time. In the mo- 
ment of soppoeed disappointment, hunger, and irritatioii, the bard poun forth a 
violent nudediction against the whole tribe of hair-dreaaen, and, in a strain of 
prophetic denundation, foretells the orerthrow of their (»ft in the ftiture taste 
ior cropped hair and nnpowdered heads. Ibe ode is little remariiaUe for 
poetical exoellenoe, bat di^layi a llreVy fiuicy and keen perception of the lu- 
dicrous. In order to acquire that knowledge of the teclmical part <J Irii pro- 
feasion, witfaont which a barrister 'finds himself bampm^d at every step, Mr 
Eiskina became a pupil of Mr, afterwards judge Buller, Aen an eminent 
q>e«Bl pleader, and disdurged his Inbonons and serrile avocatton at Om desk 
with ail tte penwrering indnatry of a common attomey's clerk. Upon the 
prmnotien of )iis preceptor to Ihe bendi, he entNed hito the nSiee of Mr, after- 
wards baron Wood, where be continued for seme months after be had obtained 
considerable bosiness at the bar. 

At this time, his«Teiringi were cdton spent In a ceMTnted debating assodation 
Iben beld in CoactHnaker*B hall. These eponting dubs, at the period of whldi 
we speak, weie regarded witfi a jealoos eye by the goremnient ; and it was 
oonaidend discre^trirte, er at least pnjudiraal to the interests of any young 
man, irite lotted fvnmi to patronage at the bar, to be connected with them. 
The sahjeeia lanally discnmcd were of a political ntrtnr«, and the hannguee d»> 
Urered in a motley assembly of men of all ranks and principles, were often 
bighly inflammatory in sentiment, and ungnarded in o rp r es s ion. But it was 
Id sudi scboda as these, that the talents of a Barke and a Pitt, and an EnUne, 
were ixaied into that surpeanng strength and actirl^ wliicb afterwards enabled 
Ibem to 'wield at will' not the 'fierce democracy' bat eren the senate o€ 
Gnat Sritaio, While engaged in these preparatory studies, Mr !Enktne was 
obliged to adhere to the most ripd economy in the nse of bis rery limited 
finanees, — a jniration whidi the u n r wyiu g cbeerfulnesB and strong good sense 
of bii anriable ocnarat enabled him to bear iritb ce mparati r e ease. 

Ur EMdne, hanng compltfted the probationary period allotted to his at- 
tondanee in die Inna of ooatt, ma called to-tfie bar in 1778; and in ihe very 
ootMt oT his lefal career, while yet of only one term's standing, made a roost 
briUiant display of prefMrienal talent, in the case of captain Baillie, againtl 
wbea the attonwy genwal had moved for hare to file a criminBl information 
In the oenrt of king^ bendi, fen' a libel on Bie earl of Sandwidi. In the 
ooune of this bis first speedi, Mr Ersfcine displayed (he same undaunted spirit 
whidi mariced bis whole oreer. He ttttadted the noble earl in a stnin of 
seven invective ; Lord Mansfield, observing the young counsel heated with his 
subjectj and grovring personal on the first lord of tbe sdmiralty, told him that 
lord Baadwidk was not before the court: "1 know," replied the undaunted 
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tmior, " tliBt he ii not formally bafora the court ; but for that very roawn I 
will bring liim before the court Ha hu plowd Ifaen men In the Iront of the 
battle, ID bopet to etcape under tfaeir shelter; but I will not join In bUile 
with them ; their ricei, though HTewed up to the higheit pitdi of humui de- 
prarity, are not of dignity enough to rindicale the coinbat with eu ; 1 will 
drag him to light who is the dark morer behind thii iceae of iniquity. I at- 
•ert that the earl of Sandwich baa 1)ut one road to eacape out uf thii bniiDen 
without pollution and diagraee : and that is, by publicly diuvowlng tba acti of 
the proaecuton, and reitoring captain Baillie to his command." 

Hr Enkine's next ipeech wai for Mr CamaD, a bookieller, at the bar of the 
bouse of common*, against the monopoly of the two uniTenitiea, in printing alma- 
nacj. Lord North, then prime minister, and chancellor of Oxford, bad intro- 
duced a bill into the house of conunont, for re-Testing the uoireraitias in their 
monopoly, which had fallen to the ground by certain judgment* which Caman 
bad obtained in the courta of law ; the opposition to the premier's measure 
wa* considered a desperate attempt, but, to the hmour of the house, the bill 
na* rejected by a majority of 15 vote*. 

Bat long after baring gained their original triumph, Mr Erskine made a 
most splendid appearance for the man ot the people, lord George Gordon, at 
the Old Bailey. This great ipeecfa, and the acquittal which it securad to tlie 
object of it, hare been pronouucad by a competent judge, the deathblow of the 
tremendous doctrine of conatructire treason. The monster, indeed, manifeated 
■yniptom* of returning life at an after period ; but we shall see with what nobla 
indignation its extirpator launched a aecond imsislible shaft at the reTiring 
reptile. Lord George's impenchmeut arose out of the following curcuiostiuice*. 
Sir George Sarille had introduced a bill into pBrliament for the relief of the 
Roman catbolici of England from some of tbe penalties they were subject to by 
the test laws. Tbe gold effects of this measure, wbidi only applied to England, 
were iminedinteJy felt, and in the next lesaion it woi proposed to extend the 
operation of umilar measures to ScoOand. This produced many papular 
tumults in Scotland, particularly in Edinburgh, where tbe mob destroyed soma . 
popish chapel*. Tlie irritation of the public mind in Scotland soon extended 
itself to England, and produced a reaction of feeling in that country alsa A 
numijer of protaatant societia* ware formed in both parts of the kingdom for 
the purpose of obtaining the repeal of Sarille'* act, a* a measure fraught with 
danger to the constitulion, both of church and atata. In Norember, 1779, 
lord George Gordon, tbe younger brother of tbe duke of Gordon, and at (hot 
time a memlier of the house of common*, became president of the aaodated 
protaatant* of London; and on the memorable Sd of June, 1780, while pro- 
ceeding to present a petition against concenion to Roman atholics, signed by 
11,000 proteatants, was attended by a mob so numerous, and who conducted 
themselves so outrageously, a* for a moment to extinguish all police and gorem- 
inent In the city of London, For this indignity ofl'ered to tbe person of royally 
itaelf, lord George and aererol othara were committed to the tower. Upon liia 
Irial, Mr Erakine delirered a speech less remaikabla, perhaps, for daazling elo- 
quence, than for the clear texture of the whole argument maintained in it A 
aingularly daring passage occurs in this speech, which the feeling of the moment 
alone could prompt the orator (a ulter ; aller reciting a rariety of drcunutance* 
in lord Georg« Gordon's conduct, which tended to prote that the idea of re- 
aorting to absolute force and compulsion by armed riolence, never was con- 
templated by the priaoner, he braak* out with this extraordinary exclamation : 
" I say, BT Goo, that man ii a ruffian who shall, after this,prasunia to build upon 
(urh booeatj artless conduct as an eridsnce oif guiltl" But for the aympatliy 
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which the ontor mmt har« felt to sxut «t the monient, between himcelf and 
hii audience, thii lingular effort muit hare been fatal to the cauie it wni de- 
ilgned to aupport ; a» it was, howerer, the lentatlon produced by these wordt, 
and the look, ntloe, geiture, and whole manner of the ipeaker, were tremeii- 
dow. The mult 'u well known ; but it may not be equally well known that 
Dr Johtuon himself, notwithstanding hi* hoetility to (he test laws, was highly 
gratified by the verdict which was obtained : " I am g-lad," said he, " that lord 
tieorge Gordon lias escaped, rather than a precedent should be established of 
'>i°K<'>K * man for conitruclire treason." 

In 1763, Mt Emklne reoeiTed the honour of a silk gown : his majesty's let- 
ter of precedency being conferred upon him nt the suggestion of the lenemble 
lord Dbnsfield, In the saiue year be was elected member of parliament fur 



The defence of John Stockdale, who waa tried for publishing a libel agninat 
the commoni house of pariiament, has been pronounced the fiJnt in oratorical 
talent, and is certainly not the last in importance of Mr Erskine's speeches. 
'I'hii trial may be termed the caae of libels, and the doctrine maintained and 
expounded in it by Stodcdale'a counsel t« the foundation of that liberty which 
the press enjoyi in this country. When (he hoiBe of commons ordered the iiii- 
peachment of Warren Hastings, the articles vrere drawn up by jMr Burke, who 
infused into them all that ferrour of thought and expraasion which erer charac- 
terised hia compositions. Tba artidn, so prepared, instead of being confined 
to the record* of the house until they were carried up to the lords for trial, 
were printed and allowed to be sold in erery bookseller'* shop in the kingdom, 
befon the accused was placed upon his trial; and undouhtedljt, from the style 
and manner of their compoeilion, made a deep and general impression upon 
the public mind against Mr Hastingi. To repel or neutralize the eftect of the 
publication of the charges, Mr L<^n, one of the miuirler* of Leith, wrote a 
pamphlet, which Stockdale published, containing sereral lerere and unguarded 
refleaioDs upon the conduct of die roanager* of the impeadiments, which the 
house of commons deemed highly contempluoiM and Ubelloua. The publiiher 
was accordingly tried, on an information filed by the altomey-geneial. In 
the speech delirered by Mr Enkine upon this occasion, the rery highest efTorts 
of the orator and the rhetorician were united to all the coolne** and preciaion 
of the niti print lawyer. It was thi* rare faculty of combining the highest 
geniu* with the minutest attention to wha(«Ter might put bi* case in the safest 
position, nhldi rendered Mr Enkine the moat consummate adracste of the age. 
To eitimate the nughtinos of that efflirt by which he defeated his powerful an- 
tBgani*ti in this case, we must remember the imposing circumilances of Mr 
Hastings' trial, — the " terrible, unceasing, eihaustless artillery of worm zeal, 
malchleu rigour of understanding, consuming and derouTing eloquence, united 
with the highest dignity," — to use the ontor'i own language — which was then 
daily pouring forth upon the man, in whose defence Logan had written and 
Stockdale published. It wa* " amidst the bla>e of panion and prejudice," that 
Mr Erikine extorted that rerdict, which rescued his client from the punishment 
which a whole people seemed interested in awarding against the reriler of it* 
coUectlre nuyoity. And be It remerabered, that la defending Stockdale, the 
adrecate by no mean* identified bis cause with a defence of Haitings, He did 
not attempt to palliate the enormities of the goremor-general** administration ; 
he arowed that he waa neither hi* counsel, nor dedied to hare any thing to do 
with hi* guilt or innocence ; although in the collateral defence of hi* client, he 
wa* driren to itate matten which might "be conudered by many a* hostile to the 
impeachment. Out |pfted countryman nerer perverted bi* tranaoendant talents 
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by d«Totin^ them to ktmii Tillaoy from justice, or U> th« lupport of any 
cauM which be did not coiwcieiitioutljr apja<oi«. Hi* ipe«di ibr tbe defendant 
at tile trial of a caie of adultery in the coart of king'i bench, may be consid- 
ered M an exception to thit recnark. It mutt not be forgotten that it wb« 
delirered in behalf of a gentleman of high family who had been attached to a 
young lady, hit equal in yean and binb, but noa preTeoted from marrying her 
by tlie lonlid interference nf ber relatlTei, who induced or rather constrained 
her to an alliance with a nobler home. The marriage wai, ai might hare been 
anticipated, a meet unhappy one, and tbe original attachment Menu never to 
hare been replaced by any other, and ultimately produced tbe elopement which 
occasioned the action. Sir Enkine doe« not aifect to palliate the irinie of m- 
duction ; on the contrary, he dwetli at length on the miHrable consequenos* 
occaiioned by this crime ; but, after having adverted with exquiiile delicacy to 
the aocrilice of affection and ODJoyment which bad been made in thit caM, he 
charges the plaintiff with being the original leducer of a woman, wboee affec- 
tions be knew to be irretrierably bestowed upon and pledged to anotlier. 

In 1807, iUr Erskine was exalted to the peerage by the title of lord 
Ertkitie of Reetormal castle, in Cornwall, and accepted of tbe seals •• 
lord high chancellor ; but resigned them on the dissolution of the thmrt 
lived administration of that period, and retired upon a pemion of £4000 per 
annunv Since that time to the period of his death, his lordship steadily de- 
TOted himself to his duties in parliament, and never ceased to support, in his 
high station, those measure* and principle* which be bad advocated in bis 
younger years. It is deeply to be regretted, that, by an unhappy second niar- 
riage and some eccentricities of conduct, very incompatible with his years and 
bonnun, this nobleman should liave at onoe embittered the declining years of hi* 
own life, and tarnished that high and unsullied character which be had formerly 
borne in public estimation. His death was produced by an inftammation of the 
cheat, with which he wa« seised while on the voyage betwixt London and Edin- 
burgh. He was landed at Scarborough, and proceeded to Scotland by short 
stages, but died on the ITtfa of November, lasS, at Ammondell house. Mr 
Erskine** peculiar sphere seems to have been uvtorical advocacy ; hi* appear- 
ance as a senator never equalled that which he made at tbe bar, Nor i* be en- 
titled, as a political nriler, to much distinction. Hii pamphlet, entitled " A 
View of the Causes and Consequences of tbe War with France," which he pub- 
lished in support of Mr Fox's principles, indeed, ran through forty-eight edi- 
tions ; but owed iU unprecedented sale more to the spirit of the time* and the 
celebrity of !(• author's name, than to its own intrinsic merit. The preRice to 
Mr Fox's collected speeches was also written by him, a* well as a singular poli- 
tical romance, entitled " Armaba," and some spirited pamphlets in support of 
the Greek causa. 

By his iirat wife, lord Erskine had three sons and fire daughteta. The eldest 
of hia tons, David IMontague, now lord Enkine, was for some time member 
plenipotentiary to the United States, and af^riraid* president at the couct of 
Wirtemberg. 



FALCONER, Wilmim, airthor of "The Shipwreck, a poem," was bom In 
Edinburgh about tbe jenr ITSOl His father was a barber and wig-maker, in ■ 
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velt-knonn Mreet cnlled tlifl Netherbow, where he jltimntely became iiMolTent 
A brother aitd siiter of the tuneful Fahx>ner — theluly indiridunli who atood in 
that relation to him — were bom deaf and dumb ; and the latter, on occouat of 
her infirmitiei, was a coiutont inmate of the royal infirniary of Edinbu^h, lome 
time after the beginning' of the preunt centurj'. The Either of the poet wm a 
coiMln-^rmaa of the Her. Mr Kotiertion, miniiler of the parish of Borthwick ; 
lo that this humble hard wa« a very near relation of the author of the History of 
Scotland, and also of lord Brougham and Vaux. Old Falconer being reduced 
to imolvency, wai enabled by his friends to open a grocer's shop ; but being de> 
prired of big wife, who was a pnident and active woman, hli affaiii once more 
became deranged, and be termioated his life in extreme indigence. 

The education of young Falconer was of that humble kind which might have 
been expected from hii father't circumttancea. A teacher of the name of Web- 
ster gave bim initructiont in reading, ivriting, and arithinel^c. lie used to say that 
this was the whole amount of hie school education. It appears that he possessed, 
even in early youth, an ardour of genius, and a eeol in the acquisition of know- 
ledge, which in a great measure supplied hi« deliciences. In his poem of tlie 
Shipwreck, be evidently alludes to hia own attainments, in the following 
lines :— 

"On him fair Klines dawned in happier hour, 

Anakeniiig into Uoom j'ouiig fimcy's flower; 

But men adTsnity, nlth freezir^ bbst, 

Th« blonom wiUiercd uhI ths dawn o'ercnst ; 

Forlom of heart, and, by mnen dirne. 

Condemned, reluctant, to the fkithka an ; 

Wiih long ArswsU, he left Che burel grorr, 

Where odenceuid the tunefuJ liaters rore." 

When Tery young, he was torn from bis self-pursued studies, and eulered aa 
■D apprentice on board a merchant veaael tielonging to Leith. He afteruards 
became servant to Mr Campbell, the author of Lexiphanea, who hoi puraer of 
the ship to which he belonged, and wlio, finding in bim an aptitude fur know- 
ledge, kindly undertook tegive him some inatructioos in person. He subae- 
queotly became second mate in the Britannia, a vessel in the Levant trade, which, 
on her passage from Alexandria to Venice, wot shipwrecked aft Cape Colonna, 
on the coast of (ireece. Unly three of the crew were saved, and Falconer waa 
of the number. The event furnished him with the material of a poem, by 
which it is probable his name will be for ever remembered. 

The poet was at this time about eighteen yeart cf age. In 1761, when two 
or three years older, he is found residing in his native city, where be published 
his first known work, a poem, " Sacred to the Memory of his itoyal Highness, 
Frederick, Prince of Wales." He ii said to have followed up this etlbrt by 
several minor piece*, which he transmitted to the (>entleman*s Magazine. Mr 
Clarke, the editor of a reapectable edition of his poems, points out " The Cltap- 
lain*s Petition to the Lieutenantsin the Ward-room," the "Description of a Ninety 
Gun Ship," and some lines " On the Uncommon Scarcity of Poetry," aa among 
theee fugitive productions. Mr Clarice has likewiae presented his readers with 
a whinuical little poem, descriptive of the abode and sentiments of a midihip- 
man, which was one, of the poet's early productions ; and olfen some reasons fur 
supposing that he was the author of ihe popular song, " Cease, rude Boreoa." 

Liittle is known of Falconer during this period of hia life, except that he 
must have been making considerable additiona to his stock of knowledge and 
ideas. His poem, " The Shipwreck," was published in I7G3, being dedicated 
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to Edward, duke of York, broUier of G«orge IIL Tliii compoiilion diiplnya a 
d«gree of polish, and an rfmy of clnMical nlluaion*, nhicli could only hnv« 
been ocquirad by extentive raoding: It vim st once pinced in llie Rnt mnk of 
detcriptiva poelry, where it ha* erer lince coutinued. " The diiUnt ocean," 
■nya an eminent critic, " and its grand plwiioraena, liare employed the pens of 
the niott emiiieut poets, but <tliBy ha»e generally produced an effect by inde- 
finite outlines and imaginary incidents. In Falconer, ne hare the painling of 
a great artiit, taken on the spot, with such minute fidelity, as well ns pictur- 
es<]ue effect, that ue are chained to the scene nith all the feelings of actual ter- 
ror. In the use of itnngery. Falconer display* original powers. Hit sumet, 
midni^t, morning, &c., are not such as have descended from poet to poet. 
He beheld these objects under Gircumslances in which it ii the lot of few to be 
plnved. Hi* images, theiefone, cannot be transferred or borrowed; they have 
an appropriation w]ii<^ must not be diaturl)ed, nor can wo trace them to any 
source but that of genuine poetry." Auotlier imler renuirki, '* The Shipwreck 
i« didactic as well as descriptire, and may be recommended to a young sailor, 
not only to excite hi* enthutioam, but iniprore hii knowledge of the art. It 
i* of inettiinable value to thi* country, since it contains tvitliin itself tlie nidi- 
manli of n.iiigation ; if not suMcient to form a complete seaman, it may cer- 
tainly be considered as the grammar of his profeuional science. I have heard 
many experienced oflicen declare, that the rules and nuixiiua delivered in thie 
poem, for the <»nduct of a ship in the most perilous emergency, fomi the beet, 
indeed, the only opinions which a skilful mariner should adopL" Against sudi 
a poem it fonns no proper objection, that much of the language, being ledini- 
cal, is only perfectly understmid by a class. 

By his dedication, the poet gained the notice and patronage of the duke of 
V'ork, who, it will be recollected, was him*elf a seaman. Almost inunediately 
alter the poem was published, his royal highness induced Falconer to leave the 
merdiant service, and procured him the rank of a midshipman in Sir Edwai-d 
Hawke's iliip, the Hoynl 'leorge. In gratitude. Falconer wrote an " Ode on 
the duke of York's second departure &:oiu England as reor-admiral," which was 
publiilied, but displays a merit more commenaurate with the unimportance of 
the lubject titan the geniu) of the author. It is said that Falconer coiujHMed 
Ihit poem " during an ocoiaional absence from his messmates, when he retired 
into a small s|iace formed between the cable tiers and tlie ship's side." 

In 1TG3, tlie war being brought to a dose, Falconer's sliip was iwiid ofT, — 
long before he lind completed lliat period of service whicii could have entitled 
hiui to promotion. He then exdmnged the military for the civil department 
of the naval serrice.. and became purser of llie lilnry frigate of 33 gun*. 
Eitlier in the interval betueen the two services, or before his appointment a* a 
midshipman, lie paid a visit to Scotland, and spent some tiiiie in the iiiaiue of 
(iladsmuir, with Vr Hobertson, tlie historian, who, ne ai-e told, tvns proud to 
acknowledge the relationship tlint existed between him and this self-iiistrucled 
and ingenious man. 

Soon afler this period, Fnlc;oner maiTied a Mitt Hicks, diiugliler of the 
Surgeon of Sheemesa Yard. She luis been described at " a woman of cultivated 
mind, elegant in her person, and sensible and agreeable in conversation."' It 
it taid that llie niatdi nns entered into ngnimt tlie will of her parents, who, 
looking only to the external drciimalances of the poet, thought her thrown 
away upon a poor Scottish adventurer. Notwitl islanding this painful circum- 
ilance, nnd, Itiere is reason to fear, real povei'ty besides, llie pnir lived happily. 

> l^'ttur liy Jueph Moser, EarigKiiii »lagaane, IROS, p. 424. 
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Fnlnoner «nileiiTOur«d to iiipport himielf by lilerature. He compiled a 
" Univenol Murine Dictionary," ntiiuh, from ill usefulnew it* a book of re- 
f«reDce, toon becinie generally uted in tlie navy. Like iiioit oilier liletni'y 
Scolfiuen of tliat period, he nni a leoloiu pnrlisan of tlie Bul« adiiiiniitrnLion, 
ond endenToured lo defend it agoinit tlie ntlnckt of iti jealoui nnd illiberal ene- 
iiiiet. For thif purpow, he publinlied a laLire, culled " the Deningogue," 
wliicli wni iiinn pnrtioulorly aimed at lord Cliatluiiu, Wilkei, and Churdiili 
W« lure not learned that it irai altended with any particular effect. Falconer, 
nt lliis tiiue, lived in a manner at once economical, and highly appropriate to 
lii( lit«rary cluiracter. " When the Ulory woi laid in ordinary at Chnlhain, 
comniiuiouer Honwny, brother to tJte benevolent Jonai Honuny, became de- 
lighted with the geniut of it* puner. The captain** cabiu km ordered to be 
fitted up uith a itove, and with every addition of comfort that could be pro> 
cured ; in order that Falconer might thui be enabled to enjoy hi* &vourite 
propeniity, without either niolralation or expea*e.'' — Clark't Life of Faiconer. 
Ill 17(i<J, tlie poet hod removed to London, and resided for MHue time in the 
former building* of Smnerset house. From ihi* place he dated the lost edition 
of the Shipwreck publi*hed in hi* oun life-time. Tlint Falconer uiuit have 
poefcuod the perionai qualities of a man of tile world, rather than Ihute of on 
nbelnicted itudent or cliild of the mutet, teem* to be proved by Mr Murray, 
the bookceller, having pi'opoeed to take hiin into partnenhip. He it *uppo*e(l 
10 have been only prevented from acceding to thji propo«nl by receiving an ap- 
poinliueiit to the pui'ienhip of tlie Aurora frigate, uhich wai wdered to carry 
out to India, Nesui Vaiuitlarl, Scrofton, nnd Forde, a* luperviion of tlie af 
fair* of the company. He wa« alio proniiied the oflice of private •eoretnry to 
tlioae gentlemen, a utuation from which hi* friend* conceived hope* tliat lie 
might eventually obtain la«ting advantage*. It lind been otberniie ordered. 
The Aurora lailed from England on the SOlh of September, 17<]9, .ind, after 
toudiing at tlie Cape, was lost during the remainder of tlie pat*age, in a man- 
ner which tell no Imce by whidi the cnuae of tlie calamity could be discovered. 
It wn* conjectured that llie ve**el took Rre at *ea ; but the more probable lup- 
position ii that ihe foundered in the Mo*.imbique channel. The widow of Fal- 
voner (who eventually died at Bath,) resided for *(Hue year* afterward* in his 
apnrlmenls at Sumeiiet liouie, partly *upported by Mr Miller, the bookseller, 
who, in consideration of the rapid sale of the Marine Uii.-tiunary, generously 
beituwed upon her sum* not stipulated for in his contract willi the aulLor, Mr 
Moaer, whom we luive already quoted, mention* that he once met her walking 
ill llie garden, near her lodging, and, without knowing who she wa*, happened, 
in convemtion, to express hi* ndmimtioii of " the ShipnTeck." Slie km in- 
stantly ill tear*. "She presented lue," says Mr M. " with a copy of the Ship- 
wreck, and *eemed mucli aHected by my Goinmi*eration of the luitforluiie* of a 
man, whose work appeon in it* catastrophe prophetic" 'lliey liad never luid 
any children. 

" In per*an," ciy* Mr Clarke, " Falconer wa* about five feet (even inches in 
height ; of n thin ligbt make, with a dark weather-beaten complexion, and 
rather wKit ii termed hard-featured, being considerably marked with tlie uiiall 
pox ; hi* hair wa* of a browiu*l) hue. In point of addrea*, his manner wo* 
liluiit, awkward, and forbidding; but he *poke with great fluency; and 
hi* *imple yet inipre*sive diction was couched in words which reminded hi* 
heavers of the lerteiiets of SwifL Thou§^ he possessed a warm and friendly 
disposition, he wa* fond of controveny, nnd inclined to *ntire. His ob*erva- 
liuii wa* keen and rapid ; his criliciniu on any iiuiccuracy <^ lotigiuige or ex- 
pre*(iou, were frequently severe ; yet this severity wo* always intended to 
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create mlith, and not bj' any meDoa to ihow hi* own luperiority, or to giva the 
■nulleit offenw. Id fail oatural t«mp«r, he iraa cheerAil, ftod frequeatly tued 
to amuie hit meMmahn by ctHnposing' acroitio on their laTouritei, in which he 
parliculorly exceUed. Ai ■ profenional nun, he waa a thonnigh leanun ; anil, 
like moit of that profcMion, wn* kind, generoua, and benevolenL" 

FERGUSON, Dit Adxv, wbi the son of the Her. Adnm Fergiuon, pariah 
miniiMr of Log^e Rait, in Perthshire, deicended of the retpectable faoiily of 
Dunfallandy ; hia mother ma Irom the county of Aberdeen. He irat bom in 
tlie year 1721, in the nuinse of hii I'ather'iparirii, and wai theyoungeit of aiin< 
meroiu family. He received the rudiment* of hii education at the parish tchool ; 
but hit &thar, who had deroted much of hit time to the tuition of hit ton, be- 
came 10 iiilly convinced of the luperior abilltiei of the boy, that be determined 
la (pare no expente, but to oftbrd him erery admntage in the completion of hit 
education. He wai according-iy tent to Perth and placed under the care of Mr 
Martin, who enjoyed ^reat celebrity at a teacher. At thit teminary Ferguson 
greatly dittinguiihed hinnelf, a* well in the classical branchs* of education, ai 
in lite compotition of enay* ; aneicercin which hit matter was in the habit of pre- 
tcribing to bit pupilib Hit theaea were not only praiyd at the time of their be- 
ing deliTered, but were long preierred and ihown with pride by Mr Martin, as 
the production of a youthful tcholar. In October, 1539, Ferguson was, at the 
age of Rfleen, remo^ to the uniTertity of St Andrews, wbere he wat particularly 
recommended to the iiotice of iflr TuUidelph, who had been lately promoted to 
the office of Principal of ooe of the collegee. At St Andrew*, there is an an- 
nual exhibition for four bunaiiei, when the succeuful competitors, in writing 
and IraDtlating lAtia, obtain gratuitoua board at the college table, during four 
yeartb Feiguaon stood flnt among the competitor* of the under-graduate course 
for the year he entered tbe college. At that period the Greek language was sel- 
dom taught in the grammar schooli in Scotland ; and although young Ferguton 
bad that honourably diilinguithed himaelf by hit knowledge of Latin, he teenii 
to hare been unacquainted with (ireek. By hit aauduity, however, be amply 
regained hit lost time j for so ardently did he apply himself to Ibe study of that 
language, that, before the doee of the tettion, he wat able to oonitrue Hooter; 
nor did hit ardour ceate with his attendance at college, for during the Tacation, 
he tAtked himtelf to prepare one hundred line* of the Iliad every day, and fa- 
cility increasing as be advanced In knowledge, he was enabled to enlarge his 
ttttk, so that by the oommenoemant of the succeeding session, or terra, he had 
gone through the whole poem, This laborious course of study enabled him v> 
devote the succeeding yean of hit attendance at college to the attainment of a 
knowledge of mathematiia, logic, metaphysics, and ethics. 

From St Andrews, on the dose of hit elementary studiet, Mr Fet^uson re- 
moved to Edinburgh to mix with, and form a diitinguithed member of thai 
galaxy of great men which illuttraled the nmrthem metropolit about tlie middle 
of the 18th century. Nor wat it long before his acquaintance among tboae wiio 
were thus to Bhed a luttre over Scotland commenced, for toon after hiaarrivol in 
Edinburgh, he became a membar of a philosuphical society, which comprehend- 
ed Dr Robertson, Ur Btair, Mr Jt^n Home, the author of " Douglas," and 
Mr Alexander Corlyle. A lodety compoaed of young men of abititiet to emi- 
nent, it may eatily be beUeved, wat an inttitution peculiarly well adapted to pro- 
mote intellectual improvement and tbe acquitition of' knowledge. Thit society 
afterward* merged in the Speculative Society, which ttill existt, and has been the 
favourite resort of most of tbe young men of talent who have been educated iu 
Edinburgh during the last lizty yean. 

" In his private ttudie*," (we are informed by one of bis ranH intimate friendly} 
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Mr F«rgm<m, while io Edinbu^fa, deTOt«d his chi«f attentioii " to nabml, mor- 
sl, and political ptulowphy. Hii ttnmg and inquiring unpnjudiced mind, 
Ten«d in Grecian and Roman liUrature, rendered him a lealoiu friend of ra- 
tional and irell-regulated liberty. He wu a cooatitutionol whig, equally rs- 
mored from republican licentUMuneM and tory bigotry. Airare Oiat all political 
eitablishnienU ought to be for the good of the whole people, he wished the meant 
to Tary in different caiei, according to the direriily of character andcii«umatan- | 
ce* ; aud wsi convinced with Arittotle that the perfection or detect of the initi- I 
tutioTO of one country doet not neeeuarily imply either perfection or defect of the | 
similar inUitulioui of auother ; and that restraint it necessary, in the inrane | 
proportion of general knowledge and rirtue. Iliese were tiie sentioieotj he 
dierished in his youth ; theae the sentiments he cherished in his old age.'' I 

Mr Fergiison was intended for the church, and had not purtued the itudy of ' 
divinity beyond two years, when, in 1741, Mr Murray, brother to Lord Etibank, 
offered him Ibe lituntion of deputy chaplain, under himself, in the 12d regiment 
In order, bowever, to obtain a license as a preariier in the church of Scotland, 
it waa necessary at that time to have studied divinity for six yean, aodallhougb 
the fact of Ferguson having loine slight knowledge of the Uaelic language, might 
have entitled him to have two of these yean discounted, tUll no presbytery wat 
authorised to have granted him hit license. He was therefore obliged to apply 
to the general assembly of the church of Scotland, when in oousideration of the 
liig^ testimonials which he produced from several professors, a dispensation was 
granted in hit favour, and having passed hit trials, he obtained his license aa a 
preacher; immediately after which he joined hit reghnent, then In active ser- 
vice in Flanden. In a short time he bad the good fortune to be promoted to 
the rank of principal chaplain. 

Mr Gibbon has declared that tbe mantuirret of a battalion of militia, of ivhich 
he wat colonel, had enabled him to comprehend and describe the evolutiont of 
the Roman legion ; and no doubt Mr Ferguson owed hit knowledge of military 
aiTairs by which he was enabled to give such distinctnees and liveliness to hit 
descriptions of wan and boUlet, to the experience whidi he acquired while with 
his regiment on Che continent Nur did his service prove lasi beneficial to him by 
throwing open a wide aud inslructive field of observation of the human cha- 
racter, and imparting o practical knowledge of the mainspring of political 

On tiie peace of Aix-la-Chapella, Mr Ferguson obtained leave of absence 
when he visited his native country. At home, he spent his time partly in Pertli- 
thire, wandering about in comparative idleness, enjoying the beautiful tcenery 
which turrounded his father's manse, and partly in the capital where be renewed 
his acquaintance with the friends of hit youth. About this period he solicited 
the Duke of Athol for the living of Capuih, a beautiful and retired parish near 
Dunkeld, in Ferttishire ; he was, however, umucceuful in liis application, and it 
was owing, perhaps, to this disappointment that he did not ask the living of Lo- 
gie Rait, on the death of his father, which took place shortly after. Having re- 
joined his regiment, he seems thenceforward to have abandoned all intention at 
undertaking a parochial cliacge. Indeed, hit talents did not peculiarly fit him 
for the office of a preaclier ; for although he had acquired a great facility in 
writing, hit sermons were rather moral essays than eloquent ditcourses. This, in 
a great measure, disqualified him for becoming a favourite with a preebyterlan 
congregation, in which so mnob always depends on tbe preacher's capacity to excilo 
and snatain a spirit of devotion among hia bearen, by tlie fidelity, earnestaess, and 
energy of hit eibortatious, and the fervour of bis prayers. Although thus unfitted i 
by the uatiu^ of hia genius ~lo shino as a preacher, Mr Ferguson's great abilities, 
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hi* pdldwd inannen, and the benerolence of bit diipoition, pacnliariy fitl«d 
him for laklng a prominent part in literature nod in prirate lociety. 

In tb» year 1757, Mr FerguMn reaigned the cbaplAJDRyof the iSd regiment, 
after vrhidi he woi employed for upwarda of two yean •■ prirats tutor in Ihe 
family of the earl of Bute; and in the year 1759, be «a« choten profeetor at 
naturiil philotophy, in tiie uniTsnity of Edinburgh ; which chur he retained un- 
til the year 1761, when he obtained the profeuonhip of moral philoiophy — a 
cliair much better tuited to hit geoiut,' and to the coune of itudy which he had 
purfued. 

In 1766, he publiahed hit Euay* <>n Cinl Society. The object of ttiu woik 
ii, — according to the farourite mode of the literary men with whom Ferguson 
anociated, — to trace men through the lereral itepi in hit pn^reM from l)Brbariun 
to cinlizatlon. Thii, nbidi wai hia firat publication, contributed not a little to 
raiae Mr Ferguion in public eaUmation, and the univeraity of Edinburgh haiten- 
ed to confer on him the honorary degree of LL. D. In the Mine year, he re- 
TJaited the aoenea of hia youth, and delighted the old periahionen of hti father 
by recollecting them indiTidually, while they were no lee* proud that their pariali 
had produced a man who waa held in audi eatimstion in the world. During tliia 
year, alio, he waa married to Miaa Burnet, from Abeideenshire, tl>s anu^le niece 
of the diitingulahed profeaaor BlAck, of Edinburgh, lo order to render hit Iec< 
tures more uaeful to hit pupila, Dr Ferguson, about thia tliae, pubUahed '< hit in- 
Hituttt or syaoptit of hit Ueturet." 

Dr Ferguton continued to enjoy the literary aociety of Edinburgh, interrupted 
only by the recreation of cultivating a amall farm in the neighbourhood of the 
city, until the year 1773 ; when he wm induced hy the liberal offert of lord 
Clietl«rfield, nephew to the oelebratad earl, to accompany him in hia Irarelt. 
After a tour through moat of the countriet of Europe, Ur Ferguson returned in 
1775, to the dutiea of hia diair, which, during hii absence, had been ably per- 
formed by the well known Dugald Stewart. Thia relief from hia academical 
dutiea, proved not only highly adranbgeoua to Dr Ferguaon in a pecuniary point 
of view, but contributed conaiderably to his improremenL Hia lectures on hia 
return were not only numerously attended by the usual routine of sludenls, but 
by men of the first rank and talents in the country. We have the testimony of 
one, who, although young at the time, aeemi to have been well able to appreci- 
ate his talents, as to Dr Ferguaon't manner aa a lecturer. — '' The doctor^ mode of 
mtnmunicating knowledge, waa firm, manly, and impreiaive, but mild and ele- 
gant ; he waa mild, but justly severe in hia rebukea to the inattentive and negli- 
gent One day that he waa engaged in that part of bis courae that treated of the 
practical application of the mwal qualitiea which he had before deacribed, and 
waa speaking of the fully of idleness and inattention to the busineit in hand, 
some thoughtless young men were whiapering and trifling in the gallery, ' Gen- 
tlemen,* said he, ' please to attend, this subject peculiarly concerns you.' " In 
the year 1776, Dr Feiguson answered Dr Price's production on dvil and reli- 
gious liberty. The ground on which he differed with Dr Price, n-at on the ap- 
plicability of his doctrine to society and to imperfect man. 

We have an early notice of Dr Ferguson's being engaged in the composition 
of his History of the Roman Republic iu the following valuable letter, addressed 
by him to l£dward Gibbon, dated Edinburgh, Idlh April, 1776 : — " Dear sir, 
1 should make some apology for not writing you sooner, an answer to your oblig- 
ing letter ; but if you should honour me frequently with such requests, you will 
And that, with very good intentions, I am a very dilatory and irregular corres- 
pondent. I am sorry to tell you, that our respectable friend, Mr Hume, is attll 
declining In hia bealtli ; he Is greatly emaciated, and loses strength. He talks 
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fuuilnulf of hii oMur preapect of dyinff. Hii motber, it taenu, died under the 
to tymptiNBi ; aitd it sppeon to liUle nacsMary, or proper, to flattw bim, that 
ODB UtempU it I iMTer obterred hb undentuiding more dear, or bij hu- 
iir moi« pleaaant or liraly. He hai a gre» aT«nioii to learing Uie tranquil- 
lity of bii own boiue, to go In *earch of health Rmong inni and hottleri. And 
hii fn«nd« here gaia way to bim for lome time ; but now thiak it neceoary that 
he tbould make an tilbrt to try iriiot chang<e of place and air, or anything elie 
Sir John Pringle may adriio, can do for him. I left him thii morning in the 
mind to cunply in thia article, and I hope, that be will be preTailed on to lat 
It in a few daya, He ie juM now ■izty'fiTe. 

" f am very flad that the pleaanre you give us, recoili a little on ynorielf, 
through our feeble testimony. I bato, ai you auppoae, be«n employed, at any 
inlerrals of lei«D« or rest I hare bad for loine yean, in taking nolei or cttllecb 
g material! for a hiatory of the deitniction that broke down the Roman repubt 
lie, and ended in the ectabliahment (rf Auguttui and hii immediate luceeaxirai 
The compliment you an pleased to pay, I cannot accept of, even to my 
■ub)ect. Yomr aubject now appean with adrantagea it was not supposed to have 
had, and 1 luipect, that the magniGoenoe of the mouldering ruin will appear 
lODre itrikinf , than th« Mme building, when the riew ii perplexed with icalluld- 
ing, workmen, and diamderly lodgen, and the ear ia itunned with the noiM of 
deMractiani and repain, and the olaroN of fire> The night which you be- 
I to deicribe ia lolenin, and there an gleam* of light wperior to wliat ia to be 
nd in any ottter lime. I oomfoit myaelf, that aa my bade ii the «tudy of hu- 
D nature, I could not fix oo a nwre intereating comer of it, than the end ot 
Boman republiOi Whether my com^lationi abould erer dewrre the atten- 
tion of any one beiidee myself, nnut remain to be determined aftM" they are fai^ 
tber admnced. I take the liberty to trouble you with the enclosed for Hr Smith, 
(Ur Adam Smith,) whose nnoertain itay in London makea me at a losi bow to 
direct for him. You hare both nidi reason to be pleased with the world just 
>w, that 1 hope you are pleated wilh each otlter, I am, with the greatest 
respect, dear sir, yoor most obedient and humble sarrant, Anui Febsuioh." 
This letter is not only taluable from its inlrinuc worth and the referenoe it has 
to the coupoution of the HiMory of the Boman Republic, but from its prssenting, 
connected by one link, four of tbe greatest names in Britiih literature. Mr Fer- 
guson, bowoTer, was interrupted in the protecution of bis historical laboun, bar- 
ing been, through the influenoe of his friend Mr Oiodaa, afterwards iari Alel- 
Tille, appointed secretary to the comminiaDers sent out to America in the year 
177B, to negotiate an amngeraent with our reroltcd colonies in that ccwtinenl. 
Tbe following historical detail will show the success of this mimion : — 

"In the b^innlDg of June, 1778, the new conimifuouen arrived at Philadel- 
phia, nuov than a month after the ratitkattan of the treaty with France bad been 
tbnualiy exchanged. The reception they met with was such as men the most 
opposilo in their politics had foreseen and fbi«told. Ur Ferguson, secretary to 
tlia couuniMioo, was refused a paaqiort to the Congrea, and Ihey were compelled 
to forward their papen by the common means. 

" The contmiMJonen, at tbe very outset, made conceMJona Gtr greater than 
the Americans, in their aereral petiliont to the king, bad requested or desired — 
greater, indeed, than tbe powers conferred upon them by the act seemed to au- 
tlioriia. Amongst the most remarkable of these, was the engagement to agree 
[hat no military force should be kept up in the di^rent states of America, with- 
out the conent of the general congresi of the ssTeial assemblisa — to concur in 
measures cahsilated to diadiargB tbe debtt of America, and to raise the credit and 
value of tlie paper dmulation — to admit of repcesenlativet from the aereral slates, 
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whoihould hare a Knt andToicftiD the puliament of Great BrittUD — tOMtabtiih 
a freedom of legiilation and intarnal goTenuoent, comprehcndiDg erery pririlege 
*hort of ft total Mparation of iaterest, or ooniiitent with that union of forue io 
which the safety <^ the common reli^on and liberty depends 

" Theie papen, when bid before Ilie Congren, were read with aMonuhment 
and regret, but from the declaration of aoBesaoaicm, they had neither the will, 
nor the power to recede. An antner, therefore, brief but concluure, wai re- 
turned by the preeident, Henry LAureni, dediring, ' that nothing but an e«r- 
neet deure to ipare the farther elfuilon of human blood could bare induced then 
to read a paper contsiuing expreviont w diiretpectful to hri moat diriitian idb- 
jeaty, their ally, or to coneider of propositions ao derogatory to the honour of 
an independent nation. The oomniinion under which they act, auppoeea the 
people of America to be itill lubject to Itte crown of Great Britain, which ia an 
Idea utterly inodminible.' The joeaident added, 'that he wat directed to inform 
their exraUende* of the indlnation of the congreM to peace, notwithitanding the 
unjuit claims from which this war originated, and the Bvage nuumer in which 
It had been conducted. They will, therefore, be ready to enter upon the con- 
tideration of a treaty -of peace and conmnrce, not inconiislant with treaties al- 
ready subsisting, when the king of Great Britain shall demonstrate a sincere dis- 
position for that purpose ; and the only solid proof erf' this disposition, will be an 
explicit acknowledgment of the independence of the United States, or the with- 
drawing his fleets and armies,' " Conduct ao haughty on the part of the Ameri- 
cans, neceatarily put a stop to all farther negotiation, and the commiasionen hav- 
ing, In a Taledictory manifesto, appealed to the people, returned home. 

On hi* return to Scotland, Dr Ferguson reeumed the charge of bis clan and 
continued the preparation of the Roman Hiatory. That work made ila appear- 
ance In the year 1783 ; and two yean aflerwarda, he resigned the diair of moml 
philosophy in favour of Hr Ihigald Stewart ; while he was himself permitted to 
retire on the salary of the madiemaiical class which Mr Stewart had held. Dr 
Ferguson then took up hit residence at Manor, in the county of Feeblea, where 
bepoasedhis time in literary ease and in farming; an occupation for which he had 
a pecoliar taste, but whidi ho ultimately found so unprofitable, that he was glad to 
relinquisli it. He seems alto to hare deroC^d his attention to the correction of 
his lectures, which he published in 1793. 

While exempt from all cares and In the enjoyoMnt (rf' good health, and of a 
competent fortune, Dr Feiguson, in his old age, Gonceired the extraordinary pro- 
ject of visiting Rome. He accordingly repaired once more to the continent, 
Tisiling the cities of Berlin and Vienna, where he was receiTed with great atten- 
tion. Hii progress southward \m, however, stopped by the conrubions conse- 
quent on the French revolution. To this great poliUcal phenomenon, Dr Fer- 
guson^ attention had been earnestly directed, and it is curious to know, that 
he had drawn up (although he did not publish it) a memorial, pointing out the 
danger* to which the liberties of Europe were exposed, and proposing a con- 
gress with objeda similar to those which occupied the congress of Vienna, in 
1814. 

On hii return home, Dr Feigtison retired for the remainder of his life to St 
Andrews, a place endeared to him by early habits and admirably tilted (or the 
retreat of a literary man in easy cirouRutances. lliere, in addition to the pro- 
fessors of that andent university, he enjoyed the society of the patriotic Geoi^ 
Dempster, of Dunnidien ; and hnving had almost uninterrupted good health up 
to the patriarchal age of ninety-three, he died on the 23d of February, ISIG. 
" He was," to use the words of an intimate friend of the family, " the last gre.!! 
man of the preceding century, whose wrmngt did honour to the age in whiih i 
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they lired, and to their omintry ; and none of Ibem unil«d In a more diitinguidied 
degree the acquireiuenti of BDCieDi learning, to RpsrfeU knowledge of the world, 
or more eminently added to tile mannera of a most accompli >heil j|«Dtleiiian the 
prindplei of the pureit rirtuei," 

In hii peison, Dr F«rgu«m «u well formed, active, and muicular; hia com- 
plexion fair, hia eye* blue, hii featurei handsome, intelligent, and thou)[htrul. 
There i* a very fine and correa portrait of him in an ante-room at Broinplon 
(iroT«, the leat of Sir John Macphenon. Unlike many who have deToted thent- 
•elrea to tbeabsbruM itudy of philowphy, he had an intimate knowledge of the 
wnrld ; having mixed much with courtian, itatesmen, politician!, and llie learned 
and Bccompliihed, not only in Great Britain, but throughimt Europe. Hi> know- 
ledge of the human character wa« oonaequently uocurate and exleniive ; hii mnn- 
nere were poliriied, limple, and unoalentatioui ; while bii oonvenalion wai agreea- 
ble and iuitiuctive. Waned by an illneu with niiich he wai seized when about 
the age of fifty, resembling la its chaiacter an apoplectic fit, he ab«tained from 
the ute of wine, and during the remainder of his life, lived most nbalemiously, 
and enjoyed an uninterrupted coune of good health. His fortune was affluent ; 
beside* the fees and mlariee of hi* class and the price of his works, he held two 
pennons, one from government of £100, and another from Iwd Chetterlield of 
£200 a year. By these means, aided hy a munificent g-ift from his pupil. Sir 
John Macpherson, he was enabled to purdiase a small estate near St Andrew*; 
be wu also poeiessed of a house and garden in that city, on which he expended 
a thousand pounds. 

Bred in the tenets of the diurch of Scotland, he wna a respectful believer in 
the tntlhi of revelation ; he did not, however, conceive himself excluded Irom 
cultivating llw acquaintance of those who weia diiectly opposed to him in their 
religious opinions, and hi* intimate friendship with David Uunw lubjecled him 
to the re^^heuioii of toaoy of the Chriadan profeMors of his tim«. A list of ihoee 
with whom Dr Ferguson maintained an inlimate acquuntance and intercourse, 
would include all who rose to eminence during the last half of the ISth, and the 
enrly part of the present century. Dr Ferguson left six cbUdren ; three sods, 
and three daughter* : Adam, in tlie army, Jotin, in the navy, and the third son in 
llie East India Company's service.* 

FERmrSON, JuEB, an ingenious experimeDtal philosopher, mechanist, and 
astronomer. Of this miracle of self-instruction and native genius, ne cannotda 
better than give hi* own account, as drawn up by himself a very few years be- 
fore his death, and prefixed to his " Select Mechanical Eierciaea." It is one 
of the most interesting specimens of autobiography in tlie language. 

" I was bom in the year 1710, a few miles from Keith, a little village in. 
BaoAshire, in the nraih of Scotland; and can uith pleasure say, that my pa- 
rent*, though poor, were religious and honest; lived in good repute with all 
who knew them; and died with good characten. 

A* my father hod nothing to support a large family but his daily labour, and 
the profits arising from a few acres of land which he lented, it nas not to be 
expected that he could bestow much on the education of lii* children : yet tliey 

* The following liaHMof Dr Psrguaon'i works. 

■' Tha History of Civil Society," In one volume, published IT6Q 
" His iDBtltuus of Moral FJinoaoptay," Svo, 1769. _ 

irte Dr Price's celebrated obeervsUoiu on Clvfl and Polliiral U" 



' pnmphlet 1* peculiarly remarkable ibr Ihe UbenUt) ukI deliiacy vritli which he treat* the 
— '-- inld and Intsntione of hlr — "-™-'-' 

Jlia Hirtoo' of Ihe Progr. ■ . - 

And laiUy, hii (debixted work, entided, the " Principles of Monl and Politloil 1 



l^a 13bbay of lb* Pr«m> uS TorminBLion of the Roman Brpublic," 8 voblio, ITSa 

.rnd lasUy, hii (debixted work, entided, the " Principles of Monl and Politloil Sd<.i>re, 

being l9JeflT a rotrvapect of LeOurca ddlvered iu the CoU^a of Edluburpii," £ vols, llo, ]79£, 
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«'«re not neglected ; fbr, at bb leiinra houn, h« tiinght lb«M to rend and 
UTiU. And it woa while he was leadiiug my elder brother to r««d the ScoUiali 
cnlediiim that 1 acquired my rendiDg'. Ailiamed to Mk mj' tatlier to ioMtticI 
me, I used, when lie and my brotlier were abroad, to take tho GBtechiim, and 
study the lemon which he had been t«aching my brotlier ; and when any dilfl- 
culty occurred, 1 ivent to a neighbouring old woman, who gsTe me lucb help ni 
enabled me to read tolerably well before my father h.id thou^it of teaching me. 

Some time after, he wu agreeably lurprited to find ine reading by myielf : 
he thereupon gare me further intlruction, and also taught me to write ; whidi, 
with about tliree month* I aflerwordi had at tlie gnumuor-whool at Keith, wni 
alJ the education I ever receired. 

Aly taste for mecluinica arose from an odd accidenL — When about leTen 
eight years of age, a part of the roof of tlie house being decayed, my faliier, 
dsbiroui of mending it, applied a prop and lerer to an upright spar to raise 
to it! former lituation ; and, to my great ottoniihmeDt, I saw bim, witliout c< 
tidering the reason, lift up the ponderous roof as if it hod i>eeii a anall weight. 
I attributed thii at first to a degree of ttrengih that exdled my temw as i " 
AS grander : but thinking further of the matter, I recollected, that be had ap- 
plied his strength to that end of the lerer which wai furthest from the prop ; 
and finding, on inquiry, that this ivaa the means whereby the seeming wtmder 
iros etiecled, 1 began making levers (which 1 then called bars) ; and by apply- 
ing weight! Lo them dilTerent wityl, I found the power gained by my bar wns 
just in proportion lo the lengths of the different porta of the bar an either side 
of the prop. — I then tliouglit it was a great pity, that, by means of this bar 
weight could be raised but a very little way. On this I soon imagined, that, by 
pulling round a wheel, the weight might be raised to any height by tying a 
rops to the weight, and winding the rope round the axle of the wheel ; and 
that tlte power gained naat be just es great as the wheel wu broader than the 
axle was thick ; and found it to be exactly so, by banging ona weight to a 
rope put round the wheel, and onother to the rope that coiled round the axle. 
So that, in these two machines, it appeared very plain, that their advantage was 
as great as the space gone through by the working power exceeded the space 
gone throuf^ by the weight. And this property I also thought must take place 
in a wedge for cleaving wood ; but tlien I happened not to think of tho screw, 
— By meant of a turning latlie which my father had, and sometimes used, and a 
little knife, I was enabled to moke wheels and other things necessary for my 
purpose. 

1 tlien wrote o short account of these machines, and sketched out figure* 
them with a pen, iinngining it to be the first treatise of the kind that ever t 
written : but found my mistake, when I afternard* showed it to a gentleman, 
who told me tliat these things were known long before, end showed me a 
printed book in which they were treated of: and 1 was ratidi pleased when 1 
tbund, that my account (so far as 1 lutd carried it) agreed with the principles of 
luecliauics in the book he showed me. And from that time my mind preserved 
a constant tendency to improve in thnt science. 

But as my fiither could not oflbrd to maintain me while I was in pursuit only 
of these utalters, and I was rather too young and weak for hard labour, he put 
rae out to a neighbour to keep sheep, which I continued to do for some years ; 
and in that ^me I began to study the stars in the nighL In the dny-time 1 
amused myself by making models of niilb, spinning-wheels, and such other 
things as I happened to see, 

I then went to serve a considerable &rmer in the neighbourhood, whose nai 
WM Juuies (jlashan, I found him very kind oud indulgent ; but he soon i 
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■errvd, Ibat In the «TenIngi, when my irorlc vmt orer, I w«nt into a field wilh 
a bbinket about lue, lay down on my bocli, and itretdied a thr«ad with sumli 
bead* upon it, at nmuJonglh, betiteen my eye and the itAn, sliding the beadi 
upon it till they hid luch and «uch «lan from my eye, ia order to tnke their ap- 
parent diibmce* froin one another, and then, laying the Uirand down on a pa- 
per, I marked the itars tliereon by the. bead*, according; to their respective 
pMitieni, having a cnndle by me. My master at tiiit laughed at lue, but ithen 
I explained my meaning to him, he encouraged me to go on ; nnd that I 
night moke Uit copiea in the day-tiine of wliat I had done in tlie night, he 
ofton worked for loe himself. 1 shall always have a respect for tlie memory of 
that man. 

. One day ha happened to send me wilh a mena^ to Rev, Mr John Gilchrist, 
minister at Keilh, lo whom I had been known from my childhood. I carried 
my star-papers to show them to him, and found him lo<^ng; over n large parcel 
of ninpe, which I surveyed wilh great pleasure, ni they were the first I had ever 
n. He then lold me, that the earth is round like a ball, and explained the 
map of it to nie. I requested him to lend me that map, to lake a copy of it in 
tile evenings. He dieerfully consented lo this, giving me at the same time a 
pair of compasses, a ruler, pem, ink, and paper ; and dismined me with an in- 
junction not to neglect my master's business by copying the map, which I might 
keep as long as I pleased. 

For this pleasant employment, my master gave me more time than I could 
reasonably expect; and often took the threshing-flail out of my hands, and 
worked himself, while 1 sat by him in the borti, busy with my compasses, ruler, 
and pen. 

When I hod liniahed the copy, 1 asked leave to carry horns the map ; he 
told roe I was at liberty t^i do so, and might stay two h<Kii« to converse with 
the mtnisler, — In my way thilher, I happened to pass by the school at which I 
had been before, and saw a genteel-looking man, whose name I nflerwnrds 
learnt was Cantley, painting a sun-dial on the iralL I stopt a while to observe 
him, and the schoolmaster came out, and asked me what parcel it was lliat 1 had 
under my arm. I showed him the map, and the copy I had made of It, where- 
irith he appeared to be very well pleased; and asked me whether 1 should not 
like to learn of Mr Cantley to moke sun-dials t Mr Cantley looked at Ihe copy of 
the map, and commended it much ; telling the schoolmaster, Mr John Skinner, 
that it was a pity I did not meet with notice and encoumgement. I had a 
good deal of conversation wilh him, and found hira to be quite aRable and com- 
iminieative ; iVhich made me think 1 should be extremely happy if I could be 
iurther acquainted with him. 

1 then proceeded with the map to the minister, and sliowed him the copy 
of it While tve were convening together, a neighbouring gentleman, Thomas 
Ijrant, esq. of Achoynaney, happened to come in, and the minister immediately 
introduced me to him, shotving him what I hod done. He expressed great sat^ 
islflcliffli, asked me some questions about the construction of maps, and told me, 
Uiat if I would go and live at bis house, he would order his butler, Aleuinder 
Cantley, to give me a great deal of instruction. Finding that this Cantley was 
the man whom I had seen painting the sun-dial, and of whom 1 had already 
conceived a very high opinion, I told ^uire Grant, that I should rejoice to be 
t his house as soon as tlie time was expired for which I was engaged with my 
present master. He very politely ottered to put one in my place, but this 1 
declioed. 

When Ae term of my servitude was out, I left my good master, nnd went 
to Um gentleman's house, where I quickly found myself with a moat linmaiie 
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food fiiniilir. Mr Cantlay the butUr tiMn became my frieDd, and continued lo 
till hii deRth.' He wu the ma«t extraordinary man that I eT«r wu aoquaintad 
wi^, or perhopi ever shall see ; for ha wai a complete nuuter of nrithmetic, a 
good mithematician, a muter ofmuric on every knomi initnimeDt except tlie 
harp, undentood Latin, French, and Greek, let blood sxtremely well, and 
could OTen praicribe ai a phyiician upon any urgent occation. He wai what U 
generally called aelf-tauj^t; but I think ha might with much greater propriety 
have been termsd, God Alraighty** idiolar. 

He immediately began to teach me dedmal arithmetic, and algebra ; for 
I had already learnt vulgar arithmetic, at my leiaura houn irom bookt. Ha 
(hen proceeded to leach me the elementi of geometry ; but, to my inexpiemible 
grief, juit Bi 1 na« beginning tliat branch of icience, tia left Mr Grant, and 
want to the lata earl Pife'a, at tereral milei diitance. The good family I ma 
then widi could not prevail with me to stay after he wai gone ; ao I left them, 
and went to my father'^ 

He had made me a present of Gordon'* Geographical Grammar, which, at 
that time, waa to me a great treaiura. There ia no figure of a globe In it, al> 
though it contain* a tolerable dewaiptian of the giobei, and their uie. From 
thii deacription I mode a globe in three weeki at my father'*, having turned 
the ball thereof out of a piece of wood ; which ball I covered with paper, and 
delineated a map of the world upon it, made the meridian nag and hwiion of 
wood, covered them with paper, and grsduated them ; and vmi happy to find, 
that by my globe, which waa the fint I ever «w, I could aolve the problami. 

But dtit wa« not likely to afford me bread ; and 1 could not think of stay- 
ing with my ftther, who, I knew full wall could not maintain me in that way, 
HI it could be of no terrlce to him ; and he had, without my BMJUance, handj 
Mitlicient for all hit work. 

I then went to a miller, thinking it would be a vary eaay buiinea to attend 
the mill, and that 1 ihould have a groat deal of leiiure time to Mudy decimal 
arttheaeUc and geometry. But my maater, being too fond of tippling at on 
al»-houae, left the whde care of the miU to me, and almoet atarred ma for want 
of vietuali ; ao that I wa* glad when I could have a little oat-«ieal mixed witli 
cold water to oaL I wu engaged for a year in that man'a lervice ; at the end 
of whidi 1 left him, and returned in a very weak state to my father'i. 

Soon after 1 had recovared my fonnar ilrength, a neighbouring tknaer, 
who piBctiied ai a phyiician in that part of the country, came to my father*!, 
wanting to have me ai a labouring aervanl. My &ther advised ma to go to Dr 
Voung, telling me that the doctor would instruct me in tliat part of his buiineM. 
This he promised to do, which was a t«aiplatiou to me. But instead of. per- 
forming hi* pronuBs, he kept me constantly at very hard labour, and never 
once showed me one of his boidu. All his servant* complained that he wa* the 
hardest master they had ever lived with ; and it was my misfoitune to be en- 
gnged with him for half a year. But at the end of three months 1 was so much 
orerwrought, that 1 nas almost disabled, which obliged me to leave bira ; and 
he waa *o unjust as to g^ve me nothing at all for the tioHt 1 had been with him, 
because I did not complete my half year** service ; though he knew that I us* 
DM able, and had teen me working for tlie last fortnight a* much as possible 
with one hand and arm, when 1 could not lift Itie otlier from my side. And 
what I thought was particularly hard, he never once tried to give me the least 
relief, further than onoe bleeding me, which rather did me hurt than good, as 
I was very weak, and much emadaled. I then went to ruy fathei's, where I 
was confinad (<a two month* on account of my huH, and despaired of ever re- 
covering the use of my left arm And during all that lime the doctor never 



lyGoogle 



JAMES FEK6US0». 295 

once cams to iw me, althou^ tti« dJitanc* vu not (|itlt« two milet. But lay 
friend Mr Cantley hutring of my miirortune, nt twelTe miles* distance, lent me 
proper nwdicinei and application*, by meant of which 1 reoorered the uw of my 
arm ; but found myielf too weak to tbink of going into lerrice ngaio, and Ktd 
■ entirely loet my appetite, lo that I could take nothing- but a drsjglit of milk 
once a day, for many weeki. 

In order to amuM royietf in thii low stale, 1 made a wooden dock, the 
frame of which wai alio of wood; and it kept time pretty welL llie bell on 
which tbe hammer itnidc the houra wai the nedc of a broken bottle. Haring 
then no idea how any time-keeper couid go but by a weight and a line, 1 won- 
dered how a watch couid go in all position!, and wai torry that I had nerer 
thought of a«king Mr Cantley, who could rery easily hare informed me. But 
happening one day to see a gentlemau ride by my father's house, which was 
ekiee by a public road, 1 aikod him what o'clock it then was : he looked at hi* 
watch, and told me. A* be did that with so much good-nature, I begged of 
him to show me the inude of his watcJi ; and though he was an entire stranger, 
he immediately opened the natch, and put it into my hand^ I saw the spring- 
box with part of the chain round it, and asked him what it was that made tite 
box turn round ; he told me that it was turned round by a steel spring within 
it. Haring then nerer seen any other spring than that of my father's gun- 
lodi, I asked how a spring wilhio a box could turn the box to often round a* 
to wind all the chain upon iL He answered that the spring was long and thin, 
that one end of it waa fattened to the axis of the box, and the other end to the 
inude of tbe box, that the axis wat fixed, and tbe box n-ai loose upon it. I 
lold him I did not yet thoroughly undentand the matter : — ' Weil, my lad,' 
says he, ' take a long thin piece of whalebone, bold one end of it fast between 
your finger and thumb, and wind it round your fii^^er, it will then endearour 
to unwind ilaelf ; and if you fix the other end of it to the inside of a small 
hoop, and leare it to itself, it will turn tbe hoop round and round, and wind 
up a thread tied to tbe outside of the hoop.* — 1 thanked the gentlenutn, and 
told him that I understood uie thing Tery well. I then tried to make a wat4A 
with wooden wheels, and made the spring of whalebone; but found that I could 
not nuke the watch go whan the balance was put on, because tbe teeth of the 
wheels were rather too weak to bear the force of a spring suffldent to more the 
balance ; althou^ the wheels would run fott enough when the balance wat 
taken off. I enclosed the whole in a wooden otte rery little bigger than a 
breakfatt tea.cup ; but a clumsy neigMMMir one day looking at my watch, hap- 
pened to let it tall, and turning hastily about to pick it up, set his foot upon it, 
and crashed it all to pieces ; which to proroked my father, that he wat almost 
ready to beat the man, and discouraged me so much that I nerer attempted to 
make such another machine again, especially as 1 was thoroughly convinced I 
could never make one that would be of any real use. 

As soon as I was able to go abroad, I carried my globe, clodt, and copiet 
of some other maps beudee thnt of the world, to the late Sir James Dunbar at 
Durn, about seren miles from where my fklber lired, as I had heard that Sir 
James was a very good-natured, friendly, inquisitive gentleman. He received 
DM in a very kind manner, was pleated with what I showed him, and desired I 
would clean his clodci. This, fur the first time, I attempted ; and then began 
to pick up some money in that way about tlie country, making Sir James's 
boute niy boroe at hit desire. 

Two \axg« globular stones stood on the top of bis gate ; on one of them I 
painted with oil colours a map of the terrestrial globe, and on tbe other a map 
of the celettial, from a planisphere of the start which 1 copied on paper from a 
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oelMtial globe Mongii^ t« a neiglibouring gentlemEn. The polw of the 
painted globe* atood toward the poles of the lieaveni ; on eacli the tweoty-fouc 
boun were placed around tbe equinoctial, lo u to ibow the time of the day 
when the (ud ihone out, by the boundary Vfhere Uie balf of the globe at any 
time enlightened by the mn, wa* parted from tbe other half in the ahade ; the 
enlightened porta of the temutrial globe anairering to the like enlightened parta 
of the earth at all timei. So that whenever the nin ihone on the globe, one 
might lee to what place* the tun wa» then rising, to what placea it wu tetting, 
and all the ptacei where it was then day or night, throughout the earth. 

During- the time I wsa at Sir Jamaa't hoipitable houM, bii litter, the boo- 
ounihle lady Dipple came there on a Tiait, and Sir Jamea introduced me to facr. 
She aaked me whether I could draw pattemi for neadle-work on aproni and 
gowna. On thowing ma lome, 1 undertook the work, and draw wreral for her ; 
•ome of whii^ were copied from her potterna, and the reit I did according lo 
my own fancy. On this, I wai sent for by other ladies in tbe country, and be- 
gnn to think mywlf gromng rery rich by the money 1 got &m such diawinga, 
out of which I had the pleasure of occaaionally supplying the wanti of my poor 
lather. 

Yet all this while 1 could not laare olf stargazing in the nights, and taking 
the places of the planets among the itan by my abore-mentioned thread. By 
this, 1 could obserre how the planets changed their placet among the tiait, and 
delineated their paths on the celestial map, which I had copied from the abore- 
mentioned celestial globe. 

By obserring what conitellatJODt the eclipse patsed through in that iMap, 
and comparing these with the starry beaven, I was to impressed at sometimes to 
imagine that 1 law the ecliptic in the heeren, among the itan like a broad 
cir^lar rood for the lun't apparent couite ; and fancied the path* of the planelt 
to retemble the narrow rut* made by cnrt-wheelt, stmetimei on one tide of a 
plain rood, and sometime* on the other, crossing the road at small angle*, but 
nerer going far fiata either tide of iL 

Sir James't houte wa* full of piduret and prints, tereral of which 1 copied 
with pen and ink ; Ibit made bim think I mig^t become a painter. 

Lady Dipple had been but a few week* there when William Baird, Esq. of 
Auchmeddeo came on a riiit ; he wat the btsband of one of that lady's dnuglt- 
ten, and I found bim to be rery inganiout and communicatire ; he inTited me 
to go lo hit houte, and stay tome time wiih him, telling me tliat 1 ibould have 
free acoeas to his library, which wat a rery large one, and that ha would fur- 
nish me with nil aorta of implemenla for draHing. 1 went thitber, and itayed 
about eight montht ; but wat aiucb disappointed in finding no books of astrono- 
my in his library, except what was in the two rolumes of Harris's Lexicon Tei^ 
nicum, although thera wera many boaia on geography and ether tdencea. 
Sereral of these indeed were in Latin, and more in French, which being lan- 
guages that I did not understand, I had rec4>urte to bim for what I wanted to 
know of these subjects, which be cheerfully read to ne ; and it was at eaay for 
him at tight to read Engliih from a Greek, L«tiD, or French hook, at from an 
English one. He fumiihed me witli pencils and Indian ink, showing me bow 
to draw with them ; and although he had but an indilKrent hand at that work, 
ycc he was a very acute judge, and ctmtequenlly a rery fit person for showing 
me how to correct my own work. He wat the fint who erer tat to me for a 
picture ; and I found it was much easier to draw firom the life than fiom any 
picture whaterer, at nature wat more itriking than any imitation of it. 

Lady Dipple came to his house in about half a year after 1 went thither; 
and at tbey thought I had a genius for painting, they consulted t<^ether about 
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wlist mlgfit b« the beat way ta put hm fbrmird. Mr Bsird thojght it would be 
no difHctdt matlar to make a cotlectioo for ma among the neighbcuring j^ntle* 
men, to put me to b painter at BdintMirgh ; but he found, upon trial, that 
nothing worth the while could be done among tfaem : and aa to himaelf, he 
could Dot do much that \ay, becauae he had but a amall eataie, and a very nu< 
meroua &mi)y. 

Lady Dipple then told me that die waa to go to Edinburgh next apring, 
and tlist if 1 would go thither, ahe would give me a year'a bed and board at her 
houae, gratia ; and malte all tiie intereat ahe could for me among her acquain- 
tance tliere. 1 ihankiUlly accepted of her kind offer ; and liial«ad of giring me 
one year, ahe.gare me twoL 1 carried with ma a letter of recommendation Irom 
the lord Fitdigo, a near neighbour of 'squire Baird'a, to Mr John Alexander, a 
painter in Edinburgh, who allowed me to paaa an hour every day nt hia houae, 
for a month, to copy from hia drawinga ; and said he would tea^ me to paint 
In eil-coloura if I would aerre him aeren yeara, and my frienda would mainlaio 
me all that time ; but thia waa too much for me to desire them to do, nor did I ' 
chooae to serve so long. I waa tbon reoommended to other painters, but tbej 
would do nothing without money ; so J was quite at a Ices what to do. 

In a few daya after thia, I received a letter of recommendation from my 
good friend 'aquire Baird, to the Her. Dr Robert Keith at Edinburgh, to whom 
1 gave an account of my bad snooeM among the painlen there. He told me, 
that if I would copy frma nature, I might do without their aaaiatance, aa all the 
rules for drawing aignified but very little when one came to draw from the life ; 
and by what he had seen of my drawingi brought from the north, he judged I 
might succeed very well in drawing picturea from the life, in Indian ink, on 
vellum. He then aat to mt for bis own picture, and aent me with it, and a let- 
ter of recommendation, to the right honourable the lady Jane Douglaa, who 
lived with her mother, the maichionew of Douglaa, at Merchiaton>houae, near 
Edinbui^ Both the mardiionesa and lady Jane behaved to me in the moat 
friendly manner, on Dr Keith's account, and sat for their pictures, telling me at 
the same time, that I waa in the very room in which lord Napier Invented and 
computed the logarithms ;- and that if I Utought it would inspire me, I should 
almya have the same room whenever I came to Mendiiston. I stayed there 
several daya, and drew several pictures of lady Jane, of whom it waa hard to say, 
whether the greatneaa of her beauty, or the goodneas of her temper and diapo- 
aition, waa (be moat predominant She sent these pictio-es to ladlM of her ao- 
qualntanoe, In order to reconmiend me to them ; by whidi means I soon had as 
much buaineaa aa I could poaaibly manage, so as not only to put a good deal of 
money Id my own p^idut, but also to spare what was sufficient to help to supply 
my fi^er and mother in their old age. Thus a buunesa waa providentially put 
into my handa, which I followed for aix and twenty yeara. 

Lady Dipple, being a woman of the atrictest piety, kept a watchful eye 
over me at firat, and made me give her an exact account at night of what bmi- 
liea 1 had been in throughout the day, and of the money I had received. She 
took the money each night, deairing I would keep an account of what 1 had put 
Into her handa ; telling me, that J should duly have out of it what I wanted for 
clothea, and to aend to my father. But in lesa than half a year, ahe told me 
that ahe would thenceforth trust me with being my own banker; for she had 
made a good deal of private inquiry how I had behaved when J was out of her 
sight through the day, and was satisiied with my conduct. 

During my two years' stay at Edinbur^, 1 aomehow took a violent inclina- 
tion to study anatomy, surgery, and phjaic, all from reading of books, and ooi>- 
vening with gmtlemen on theae aubjecU, which for that time put all thoughta of 
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oatronMnr out of mjr nind ; and I had no indituOiaa to htcatae aeqndnted irilh 
any oue ther* who tought «itber Mtheaatici i» aitrosoBy, for nothing would 
■erre ne but to be a doctor. 

' At tho end <rf Iho teoaai yaar I left EdintHifgh, and went to ••• my falber, 
thinking inyfelf loleraUy well qualified to b« a pfayndan in that part of the 
country, and I carried a good deal of medicine*, plairien, &e. thither ; bat to 
my 'morlificaUoQ 1 loon found that aU my medial tliearie* and itudy ware of 
little uH in ^nctice. And then, finding thai very few paid me for the medi- 
dnei they had, and that I wM far from being to uiocciiful aa I oould vidi, I 
quite left oft* that bueiocai, and began to think of taking to the more ure ooe of 
dmwiog ]HCtutee again. For thia purpoae I went to InranNm, iriiei* I had 
eight montba' bmiaem. 

When I wu there, I began to think of aMnmomy again, and wai heartily 
eorry for haring quite neglectad it al Edinbur^, where I might hara inprared 
my knowledge by coDTttnii^ with thoae wbo wwe very able to UMtt ate. I 
b<^:aa to compere the ecliptic with iU twrire ligna, throogfa wbkh the wn goee 
in tweWe monthi, to the circle of twelve houM on the dial-plate of a watch, the 
hour-hand to tbe lun, and the minuM hand to the moon, raoving in the' ediptjc, 
the one alwaya overtaking tbe other at a place fvmarder than it did at tbeir lail 
crajuQction before. On thii, I contrived and Sniebad a icheme on paper, for 
■bowing the luotiona and placet of tbe eon and moon in die ediptio on each day 
of the year, perpetually ; and coniequently, the dayi of all the new and full 

To thli J wanted to add a method for ihowing tbe •dipn* of tbe lun and 
moon ; of which I knew tbe came long before, by baring obeerred that the 
moon MM for one half of hvt period on the north lide of the ecUpIJc, and fat 
the other half on the soutb. But not having obterred bar courie long enough 
among tlie itam by my ahove-mentioned thread, ao ai te delineate her palh on 
my oeleitiBl laap, in order to find tbe two oppoaite poinli of the ecliptic in 
which her orbit eroieei it, I waa altogether at a lo« how and where in the 
ecliptic, in my idkeme, to place thete inteieecting point* : tliii wai in the year 
1739. 

At lat^ I recollected that when I vrm with 'equire Oiaot of Auchoynaney, 
in tbe year 1730, I had read, that on the IK <^ January, lOOO, the moon'* a» 
cending node wai in the 10th minute of tbe fint degree of Aiiei ; and that her 
nodea moved badcward through the whole ecliptic in Itt yean and 3S4 daya, 
which wai at ihe nuo of S minute* 1 1 eeconda every 94 hourh But a* I ecirce 
knew in tbe y«ar 1730 what the moon^ nodei meant, 1 took no Gtrtber notice 
of it at thu time. 

However, in the year 1739, I «et to woik at InvemeM ; and after a (ediout 
calculation of the (low motimi of the nodee from January 1690, to January 
1740, it appeared to me, that (if 1 waa Hire 1 had remembered right) the moon^ 
oecending node muet be in S3 degree* 35 minute* of Cancer at the banning 
of tbe year 1740. And lO I added the edipae part to my echeme, and called 
it, the Ailrtmomical Rotola. 

When 1 had finithed it, I ibowed it to the Her. Mr Alazonder Mad>eaD, 
one of tbe miniaten at InvemeM ; wbo told me be had a nt of almanea by 
him for tereral year* pact, and would examine it by tbe eclipae* mentioned in 
theuL We examined it ti^[ether, and found that It agreed throughout with the 
day* of all the new and full moons and eclipm mentioned in theee almanac* ; 
which made me think 1 had oonilructed it upon true aitroiroinical principle*. 
On thi«, Mr Macbean detired me to write to Mr Maclaurin, proreisor of nuithe- 
malin at Edinburgh, and give him an account of tbe method* by which 1 had 
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formed ray plan, nqueating hin to comet ftwiwre <t vrai wrong. H« MtnrtMil 
UM a mow polil« and friendly anewer, although I had Dsrer leen him durinf[ my 
May at Edinburgh, and infarined me, that I had only miitaken the ntdical mean 
plac« erf" Iha aasending node by a quarter of a degree ; and that if I would tend 
(he diawing of my rotula to him, be nould examine it, and endeavour to pro- 
cure me a wbeoiption to defr»y the diai^ea of engnving it on copper-platet, 
if I ehoae to puhliih it. i then made a new and correct drawing of it, and lent 
it to him : who loon got me a very bandaome lubacription, by letting the esant' 
ple himelf, and wnding lubfcription paperi to othen. 

I then returned to Edinbur^, and had the rotula-pbitee engraTed there 1>y 
Mr Cooper.' It ha* gone through UTeral ImpreMiou; and alwayi aold very 
well till the year 1733, when the atyle wni changed, which rendered it quite 
uaelen. Mr Maclaurin received me with tlie greatoat cirility when 1 fint went 
-to aee him at Edinburgh. He then became an exoeeding good friend to me, 
«Dd continued ao till hig death. 

One day I requeated bim to ihow mt hit orrery, which he immediately did ; 
I WBl greatly delighted with the motiona of Ihe earth and moon in it, and would 
gladly have Men the wheel-work, which wa« concealed in a bniM box, and the 
box and planeia above it were lurrounded by an armillary iphers. Bjt be told 
me, that be never had opened it ; and I could eaiily perceive that it could not 
be opened but by the hand of aome ingenioui clock-maker, and not without a 
great deal of time and trouble. 

After a good deal of thinking and calculation, I found that I could con* 
trive the wheel-work for tumii^ the planeW in Micfa a machine, and giving them 
ibeir pr<^[re(iive modona ; but diould be vny well Mtitlied If I could make an 
orrery to ihow the motiom of the earth and moon, and of the lun round Ua 
axit. I then employed a turner to make me a auffident nmnber of wheel* end 
axlei, according to pattern* which I gave him in drawing ; and after having cut 
tlie teeth in Ihe wbeeli by a knlfo, and put the wbole togetiier, J found Ibat it 
•Diwened all my expeeteUona. It ihowed die aun'i motion round ita axil, the 
diurnal and annual motion* of the earth on iu inclined axia, which kept iti 
paralleliim in ila whole coune round the lun ; the motion* and pbaae* of the 
moon, widi the retrograde motion of the node* iji her oriiit; and conaequently, 
all the variety of leaioni, the different lei^tb* of day* and ntgbti, the day* of 
the new and full mooni, and eclipeeib 

When it w«* all completed except the box that coven the wheel*, I diowed 
it to Mr Maclaurin, who commended it in preaenoe of a great many young gen- 
tlemen who attended bit lecture*. He desired me to read them a lecture ou 
it, whidi I did without any heiitation, aeelng I had no reaion to be afraid of 
•peaking beftve a groat and good man who wai my Mend. Soon after that, 1 
tent it in a preient to the reverend and ingeniou* Mr Alexander Irvine, one of 
the miniiten U Elgin, in Scotland, 

I then made a tmaller and neater orrery, of which all the wheel* were of 
ivory, and I cut the teeth in them with a file, llil* was done in the beginning 
of the year 1743 ; and in May, that year, I brought it with me to London, 
where it was loon after bought by Sir Dudley Rider. I have made *ix orrenea 
lince that lime, and there are not any two of them in which the wheet-woik ii 
alike, for I could never bear to copy one thing of that kind ^m another, be- 
cauae I itill aaw there nai great room for improvementa. 

I had a letter of recommendation from Mr Baron Eldin at Edinburgh, to 

rile right honourable Stephen Poynti, Eiq, at St Jame*'*, who had bean precep- 

1 Cooper waa muster to the Justly celebnted Sir Robert Straif e, who wu at that tlma bli 
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tor to fail rnyiil highnaM the Iat« duke of Ciimberiuid, and wai well known to 
be po«M«ed of all the good gualitice that on adom a biuosD mind. To me, 
hu goodnen was really beyond niy power of expreuion ; and 1 had not been a 
month in London till he inforiDed me, that fae had written to an enunetit pmtfee* 
Mr of mathematici to take me into tiii hoim, and give m» board and lodging, 
with all proper initructioni to qualify me Tor teadiing a mathematical kIhioI faa 
(Mr Foyntz) had in riew for me, and would get me aetllad in iL Thia 1 ihould 
hare liked rery well, e«pe<ially ai I began to be tired of drawing picture* ; in 
wbidi, I confeM, 1 never ttrore to excel, becauie my mind waa ttill punuing 
Ihiiigi mMe agreeable. He lOon after told me, he had juit rvoeired on auawer 
fi<Mn the mathematical ma«ter, dauring I might be Mnt immediately to him. 
On bearing thii, I told Mr Foynti that I did not know how to maintain my 
wife during ifae time 1 muit be under Um maater^ tuition, Wliat, tayi be, are 
you a married man ? 1 told him I had been w ever ^uce May, in the year 
1 739. He said he waa lorry for it, betsuie it quito defeated hit Kbeme, u the 
master oT the tchool he had in Tiew for me muet be a badielor. 

He then aiked me what buainua I intended to follow? 1 auwerad, that 1 
knew of none betidei that of drawing picturai. On thii fae deeired me to draw 
the pictures of hli lady and children, that he mi|^t ihoir them, in order to re- 
commend nte to othen ; and told me, that when I waa out of busineM I ibould 
come to him, and he would find me la mudi si he oould; and I loon found ai 
mudi a* I could execute, but he died in a few yean after, to my InexpreMible 
grief. 

Soon afterward, it appeared to me, that althougli the moon goe« round the 
earth, and that the lun ii far oa the ouiiide oi the moon's orbit, yet the ntooD'i 
motion nuist be in a line, that is, always ooncam toward the sun ; and upon 
making a delineation representing her absolute path in the henreni, I found it 
to be really so. I tliea made a simple machine for delineating both her path 
and the earth's on a long p^er laid on the floor, I carried tiie machine and 
delineaUon to [be late ftUnin Folkei, £«q. president of the royal society, on a 
Thursday afternoon. He expressed great Htisfaction at se«ing it, b« it waa a 
new disoorery ; and took me that erening with him to tlie royal society, where 
1 showed tlie delineation, and the method of doing it. 

When the business of the sodety was orer, one of the members desired me 
to dine with him next Saturday at Hackney, tolling me that his name was 
Ellicott, and that he was a watdmaker, 

I aocwdingly went to Hackney, and waa kindly reoeired by Mr John 
EUicott, who then showed me the very same kind of delineation, and part of 
the machine by wbich he had done it ; telling ne that he had thought of it 
twenty years before, 1 could easily see by the colour of the paper, and of the 
ink lines u{Kin it, that it must hare been done many years before 1 saw iL H« 
Iben told me what was rery certain, that he had neither stolen the thought from 
me, nor had 1 from him. And from that time till his death, Mr Ellioott war 
one of my beet friends. The figure of this machine and delineation is lu the 
Tth plate of my book of Astronomy. 

Soon after the style was changed, 1 had my rotula new engrared ; but have 
neglected it too much, by not fitting it up and adrertiiing iL After this, I 
drew out a scheme, and had it engiarsd, for showing all the jmbleoa of the 
rotula except the edipees ; and in place of that, it shows the times of rising and 
setting of the aun, moon, and stan ; and the positions of the stan for any time 
of the oigbL 

In the year IT47, I published a dinertation on the phenomena of the Har- 
vest Moon, wiih the description of a new orrery, in wUcb there are only four* 
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wheeli. But having; norer hnd grM n iMttJcal erfucation, ntv time to itudy tlw 
nilet of ju*t ccHnpofition, i scfciiowledg« ttuit I va* Bh«i4 to put It to tliepr«M; 
aod for th« tame iauie-1 ought to ha** the num fean itill. But hsving the 
pleaaure to fin4 that thii my fint nork irat not ill roceired, I irat emboldened 
to go on, in publidiiog my Aitronoray, Mechanical Locturea, Table* and TracU 
relatire to Mveral arta and icieacei, the Voung Gentleman and Lady"! Ailro- 
nomy, a mall b«atiie on Electricity, and tlie following ibeela. 

In the year 1719, I rentured to read lecturea on the eclipee of the sun that 
fell on the 11th of July in that year. Afterward* I began to read aatronomical 
lecturei on an orrery which I made, and of which the Hgurei of all the wheel- 
work are contained In the 6th and 7lh plnUt of thi* book, I next began to 
make an apparatui for lecturei on machanica, and gradually ino-eaaed the ap- 
paratna for other parta of experimental philceophy, buying from othen what I 
could not make for myaelf, till I brought it to it* preaent uale. I then entirely 
left olT drawing picturei, and employed myself in the much pleaaanter budneaa 
of reading lecturea on medianicf, hydroctatici, hydixulic*, pneumatica, electri- 
city, and aatroRomy ; in all whicii, my encouragement hna been gT«ater than I 
could bara expected. 

The beat nwchine 1 erer contrired ii the eclipMreon, of which there it a 
figure in the 13th plate of my Aitronomy. It ihow* the time, quantity, dura- 
tion, and progreM of aoUr eclipeea, at oil piwta of the earth. My next beat 
contrJTance ii the unireiBl dialing cylinder, of which there ia a figure in the 
8th plate of the luppleownt to my Mechanical Lecturea. 

It ia now Ihirty yean lince I came to London, and during all that time I 
have met with the higheat initancea of friendabip from all rsnki of people, both 
in tonn and country, which I do here acknowledge with the ntmoct respect and 
gratitude ; and particularly the goodneas of our present gracious sorereign, wbo, 
out of hit privy puree, allow! me fifty pounds a year, which is regularly paid 
wilhout any deduction," 

To Ibia narrative we shall add the fsw particulan which are necessary to 
complete tiia view of Fe^uaon'a life and character,' 

Fei^uKin waa honoured with the royal boDUty, which be himself mention*, 
through the mere zeal of king George IIL in behalf of sclents His majesty 
had attended some of the lectures of the ingenlou* astronomer, and ofken sent 
for him, after hia acce**ioD, to convem upon sdentific and curioos topio. He 
bad the extraordinary honour of being elected a member of the royal society, 
without paying eithet the initiatory or the annual fees, which were dispenaw] 
with in his case from a supposition of hi* being too poor to pay them nithout 
inconveniencew Froro the same idea, many persons gave him very handsome 
presents. But to the astonishment of all who knew him, he died worth about 
six thousand pounds, 

" Ferguson," aayt Charles Button, in his Mathematical Dictionary, " must be 
allowed to have been a very uncommon geniua, especially in mechanical ooiv- 

< Thg follDiHiw li * sucdnct list of hts published mu-ksi—]. Atlrononikal Tables, and 
Prenpt* fbr calcnfating th* true Unua of New and Fall Moons, be, IT6S 8. Tibl«> sod 
Traels rakdre to ssnitl arts and sdoicta, lTff7. & An Etay Inlnidiictkia to Astnnoray, 
for i-ouiw nntlemen and hdba, £nd adit 1769. 4. Astnmom)' «plaln«d upon Sir Isaac 
Newtonf PrlneiplM 6th edit I77S. B. Lectures on select sul^jcels In Mechanla, HrdroatK. 
Ifci, PDMinwtlo and Optics, 4th edit 1T7& 6. Select Mschanlcal Exardsea^ wftfa a short 
• Qfihe life oTtbs author, by Umsalf.lTTS. T. The Art oC Drawing in Perspective 



.tlailo Easy, lT7i. B. An Intniduetloa to El«i^dty, 1T7S. tl. Two Leilen 

Mr John Kennedy, IT7S. 10. A Thlnl Letter to the Rev. Mr John Kennedy, 1. ._ -_. 

oommnnlcated alio serarel letteie to the Royal Sodety, which are printed In their Tninsc- 



Id 160S, a very valuabia edition of hit lectune ns published at tMinbu^h by Dr 
Brevrsler, In S voIl Svo, with notas and on appendix, the whole adapted to the pneent >Mta of 
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triTincM and inTentiont, for Ih coMtTUCt«d roaiiT nmdiiiiM hiimelf <n « T«ry 
neat nwnnM'. Hs had aJso a good toite in attronomy, ai well ai in natural and 
experimenial pfailoaojdiy, and ma pi wwo d of a happy manner of ezplaininf 
hiineelf in • clear, OMy, and familiar way. Hit general mathematicKl knoih 
ledfe, bowerar, wu lit^e or nothing. Of algelnv be underrtood but UUle mora 
than the notation ; and he hai often told me that he could never demonitrata 
one proposition in Euclid'i ElenMnla ; hii oonrtant method being to Mtiify bim- 
Mlf ai to the tiuUt of any problem, with a uMMunment by acala and compat- 
•ee." He wa* a man of very clear judgment in any thing that be profeaeed, 
and of unwearied application to itudy ; benevolent, meak, and innooent in hia 
manners at a child : humble, oourteoui, and communicative : inalsad of pedan- 
try, philosophy leemed to produce in him only diflidenoe and urbanity — a lore 
fiv mankind and for hit Maker. Hii whole life wa« an example of rengoatioQ 
and diriftian piety. He might tw called on enlhuiiott in hit lore of (iod, if 
nllgion founded on tuch lubttuitial and enlightened ground! at hit wat, oould 
be like enlhutiaam. After a long and iBelul life, unhappy in hit family con* 
nectiont, in a feeble and precarioui ttate of health, worn out with itudy, age, 
and inUrmitiei, he died on the I6th of Norember, 177S. 

" Ferguton'i only daughter," layi Mr Nichok in bit life of Bowyer, " wat 
loet in a rery singular manner, at about the age oC eighteen. She wat rentark- 
able for the elegance of bar penon, the agreetbleneet and vivacity of her con- 
versation, and in phikanpbio geniua and knowledge, worthy of tucli a father. 
Hit SOD, Mr Murdoch Ferguton, wat a lurgeon, and attempted to settle at Bury, 
ttaid but a little while, went to tea, was cast away, and lost his all, a little 
before bit fathec'i death, but found lumanlf in no bad plight after that evenL 
lie had another son, who studied at Mariichal college, Aberdeen, flrom 1773 
to 1777, and aftarwardi, it it believed, applied to phytic.'' 

The astronomer bat been thus elegantly noticed in " Eudotia, a poem on the 
univene " by Mr Capel UoA : 

" Nor shall thy giddiiiM but cmduct our (tat, 

O hoDoured shephard of onr later daji < 

Thse, bom tlia Hook^ whlla thj unlnbirBd nil, 

Matiira In cUldlxKid, traoed the ilarry ooune, 

Attimamy, tuainoured, gsntly lad 

ThrcughoU thaiplendid kbyclnlhs of heattn. 

And taught thaa her ■Uipendoiu lam ; and dnthed 

Id aU tha ll(bt of Gdr rimpUdtr, 

Thy apt aiprearion," 
FEBGUSSON, BosBtr, an Ingenious poet, like his tuccosor Bums, drew bit 
detcent from the country north of the Forth. Hit father, William Fergutson, 
after sirring an apprenticeship to a tradeaman in Aberdeen, and having married 
EliMbetfa Forbes, by whom ha had three diildren, removed, in 17iS, to Edin- 
burgb, where be was employed at a derii by tereral mast«n in suoceation. It 
appears tlwt the father of the poet had himself in early life courted the muses, 
and was at all periods remarkable as a man of taste and ingenuity. When 
acting as clerk to Mesan Waidrop and Feat, upholsterers in Camibbei't close, 
he framed a very useful t>ook of rates ; and he eventually attained the respec- 
table situation of accountant to the British Linen Company, but whether in its 
ultimate eapadty of a bank hat not been mentioned. Previous to his arrival 
in Edinburgh, he had two soat and a daughter, born in the following order ! 
Henry, 1749 ; Barban,' t74i ; John >ho teems to hare died young), 1716. 

I ARemardt the wlfa of Mr Darld Inveiaijty, joiner. 
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Aftw mmoring thither, he had it Icut two odier diildnn, Robert, born 1750, 
and Margaret,' IT&S, 

llie (iibject of thii niennlr wm bom tm the ITth of October,' 1750, and 
ma an axoeedingly delicti <Mld. Owing to the itato o£ bii health, be naa 
not wnt to echool UU hb tinth y«ar, thougb ft i* likely that hie parenli gave 
him a good deal of prinile inatniction before that lima. What renden Ihii the 
more prolxble i«, that he had not been aix montht under bii fint teBcber, (a Mr 
Pbilp in Niddryie Wynd,) whan bo mia judged fit to be traoefemd to Hm 
tigfa achoo), and entend in the fint Latin dan. Hare he went throogh the 
uaual cloMical coune of Ahw yean, uitder a teacher named UildiriiL What 
degree of proficiency tie might haTs attikinad under ordinary cireumHanoei, it 
IB iniponible to determine ; but it i* to be related to hit emdit, (hot, Ihougfa 
frequently abient for a ooniidai^le period, in oonaaquanoa of bad health, be 
nerertheteu kept fully obreatt of hi« oompanlont, a teniporary application being 
tuffident to bring him up to any point whi<^ the clou hod attaioad in Iiis ab- 
■ence. At the mme time he acquired. In the tednire of confinement, a taite for 
genentl reading, and it it Mnl«d that the Bible wat bit iiiTOurite book. A r«. 
nuukaUe inttanee of the rivld impreNiont of ithich ha wm auuMptible, occurred 
at an early period. In peming the proreibt of Solintton, one poitBge atruek 
hit inlbnt mind with pecolinr force; and haatenlng to hit mother*! apart- 
ment in leart, he boaougfat her to (duvtiae him. Surpriied at a requett toextra- 
otdinnry, the inquired ^le came of it, when be exclaimed — " O mother ] be that 
tpareth the rod, hateth the child!" Bo ingenuoui by nature wat tite mind of 
thit boy, and tueh the pure toune nhenee hit youth drew initructiom, whidi, 
din«garded but not fargotten amid tha gayetiei of a Iraig coone of di«ipation, 
at lait rs-aieeTtad In a Aarful manner their inflnence orer him. 

Fargiittan finithed hit elementary edncation at the grammar tchool of Dun- 
dee, which ha attended for two yenra. His porenta had reaotTod to educate 
him for the ehun^ ; and iTith that view remored him in hit thirteenth yaar to 
the unirertity of St Andrewi, whidi he entered with the ndTantaga of a bursary, 
endowed by a Mr Fergweon, for the benefit of young men of the tame name. 
Hera hit abilttiea recommended him to ihe notice of Dr Wilkia, aolhor of the 
Epigonlnd, tlien profetior of natural philotophy, and it hot even been said, that 
learned penon iiiada choice of him to read hit lecturei to hit clou, when lick- 
ne« or other tMaa proTented bit own performnnca of the duty. Dr Irring 
ridiculai the idea of a youth of lixteen " mounting," at he axprettet it, " the 
profcMorial roetnim ;" and beridei tha inadequacy of yean, FeigutM>n potteised 
none of that giarity of demeanour vi^idi wat mlculoted to lecura the reipactful 
attandon of hit oonpaen. Hii ctattkal attainmenia were reipectable, but foi 
the Huaterer bnuichet ot Kholoitic and tcieotific knowledge be alwnyt ex- 
pretted, with the petulance ctf a youth of Itroly parti, who did not with to be tub- 
jeded to dia labour of hard itiidy, a decided contenipL Dr Wilkie'i regardi 
iDUit tharafore ban been attnoled by other qualincatiom than thota of die 
grsTerand mora lolid catt — namely, by the iprigbtly bumour and uncommon 
povrera of convenation, for which Ferguiuin wni already in a reninritable de- 
gree dittinguitbed. Tba itory of hit reading the lecuirei in public arota Ituid 
fait haring been employed to trantcriba them. Frofenor Vilant, in a letter to 
Mr InTemrity on thii lubjact, 10)1, " A youthful lroliCM)me exhibition of your 
uncle lint directed Dr Wilkie't atteDti(Hi to him, and be aflerwardi employed 



!• Ibii wt(b of Mr Atcxnndcr Dnntl, puner In Iha nmy. 
■ Thtdata UMiaily glvttn i* 6ih Se|M>mlwr, wlikh nppdMn, bmrenr, (loma 
Dunl, to han bttn Iba birllMbt) of Hie iililer aiiter, Hurbiinu Tlie abon It lh( 
fay Itin Uuni. 
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I on* (nnuner and part of nnodier in tnuMoibiiif a &tr ea^y at hii andsmt- 
cal kcturei." On tli« doctort d«iith, io 1778, FergwKwi iboired bU giadUide 
in a poem dedicated to liii memory. In tliii compoaition, which aauiued tlie 
fonn (tf a. Scottiih eclogue, Wiikie'i lucoea u tiu sgricullural improTar nae not 
forgotten. He had cultimted, with a very remarkable degree of ikill, a &xm in 
the vicinity of St Andrew* ; and we muit go back to the time when our fathna 

e contented to laiie nnall patche* of atunted com here and there, on the nn- 
. encloted moor, in order to appreciate fully the eiiterprin which merited the 
youthful poet'i compliment-^ 

leng had the thilstlei uid the dockniu betii 
In UM to wig their tap> upo* thn greeii, 
Whare non hla bonny rigs dsllght the vien, 
And thriving hedge* iliink the cauler dew. 

Among hii fellow Uudenli, Ferguuon woi die^ngiiiibed for Tincity and 
humour, and his poetical talent* toon ttegan to display theraielTea on (ubjecla 
of local and occniional iutereit, in nich a way ai to aUract the notice both of 
hi* companioiu and of their teachers. We are warranted in concluding, that 
the pieces to whidi he owed this celebrity were diitinguiihed by passages of no 
ordinary merit, for professon are not a nt of men upon whom it is easy to 
produce an impieiuon. It ia indeed said, that the youthful poet choee the 
ready instrument of cbtvssid with which to move their calm coUectednee* ; but 
if thii were true, the satire must liave been of a playful nature ; for, from all that 
haa appeared, Iheea gentlemen manifested nothing but kindly feelings towards 
tlieir pupil, and be a corresponding affection and respect for them. Beside* 
tribute which he paid to the memory of Wilkie, he ivrote an el^y on the 
death of Mr Gregory, Uie profe«or of matbematict, in which, though the 
prevailing tone i* that of respectAil regret, we probably have ao example 
of the length to which he ventured in hia satirical effiiiiona. Bewailing tlie 
loss that the Msientific world luid sustained by the deoeaie of this learned per- 
son, and enumerating various instances ot hia sagacity, lie says, with irreprent- 
ble vragigery. 

By numben, too, he cculd divine 
That tliree time* three JuA mnde up nine; 
Butnowhe'a dead ! 

Another eftlislon, of which the occasion may be referred to the time of Per- 
gusion's attendance at college, is his elegy on John Hogg, porter to the uni- 
versity ; in this piece he alludes with some humour to the unirillingness ivith 
which he was wont to quit his comfortable bed in a morning after some frolic, 
when that functionary was sent to summon him before the college tribunal. 
The familiarity of the eld door-keeper, together with ihe demi-profeaaorial strain 
of his admonition*, is not unliappiiy pourliayed in the staom — 

When I had been ru' kith to rise, * 

John then begude to momlfifr— 

■■ ' Tho tither nap,' — Ihe sluggnrd cries, 

Aiid tuma him round) 
Saa *pak autd Soloman the wise. 

Divine profound!" 

If Fergusson thus remembered in a kindly manner the ipedes of intercourse 
which his exploits had rendered necessary betneen him and the servants of llie 
university, they seem on tlteir part to have dierislied a corresponding degree of 
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pMtlaUtjT'foc hhn. Hr Jauwa Inrenrily, ■ napliew of tb« poet, had tb« curi- 
antf u> B«k one of them if he recoUecMd EobMt FtTgrauoa. " Bob PerpiMon t" 
exciumed tbe man ; " that I do I Many a time IVe put him to tho door — ah, 
t tricky nUant ; but," he added, " a fine laddie for a' that." Ha 
U> feel graU pkaMra in the reooUecdoD of ao liTsly and m amiable 

While U college, the yaaog poet iNed to put in practioe a frolic which 
mariu the lingular Tincity of hi* character. WbeneTer be recolred a remit- 
« Irom hi* friend* at Edinbui^, he hung out the money in a little bag at- 
tached by a *lring to the and of a polo fixed in hi* wicdoif ; and there he 
nould let it dangle (or a whole day in the wind. He it luppoiDd to hare done 
thia partly from ptierile exultation in the poeieauon of hii wealth, and partly 
by way o£ making a braiado in the ayee (^ hi* oompanion* ; amoi^ iriiom, no 
doubt, the ilenderneae of their fund* and the &ilure of anppliGe, would-be fr«- 
quent *ubjaGt« of raillery. 

Hi* talent! of mimicry were great, and hie •porli*e bnmour waa erer too exti- 
berant, and MMoetime* led him to overatap tbe hoondi of jnatifiabla indulgance. 
'' An iD*lauoa of thi*,'' ny* Mr Tannant, in the Edinltu^ literary Journal, 
(Ho. 1Q4,) '' waa oommunicaled to me by the lata Rar. DrJamee Brown, hi* fel- 
low-atudeut at St Andrew*, who waa alao a poet,* and who, from kindred delight! 
and (ympalhiaa, enjoyed much of FergueMm'i lodety. On the afternoon of a 
college-holiday, they took a walk togatbar into the oonntry, and, after perambu- 
lating many fiuma, mid trimting wiA tratemal glee orer field and hiUock, they 
at lait, being deaiiou! of a little leat, betho«igfat Ihemiaire! of calling at a unall 
fttim houaa, <a ptadieU, aa it ii named, on tbe kii^i mtun of DenimiL They 
spproachad the houu, and were kindly jnritad to aeeat by tbenuticandhonett- 
hearted ftmily. A iirank and unottemoniouc oDnranation hnmediately tMric 



place, in the oourae of wfaidi, it wm d 
of the &mily, wai lying ill of fbrer. llie playftU Fefftnaou inatantly took it into 
hi* head, to profem hiiMelf a medical practmoner ; — he ttarted to hi* feet, 
begged to be ihown to iba lidt^wd ; appreacfaed, and felt tbe pube of the pa- 
tient ; a*eumed a •erion* air ; put the UMial patholi^ical intarn^toriea ; and pro- 
nounced hi* opinion with a pompanddignity worthy of a traa doctor i^phyaie. in 
■hart,heper*onated hi* aauunod character >o perfectly, that hi* friend Brown, 
though •omeiriiat rexed, wa* confounded into *ilent admiration of hi* dextaritji 
On learing the hou*e, bawerer, Mr Brown expoaUilaled with him on the inde- 
fHHibility (^ pnctiaing lo boldly on Ilia limplidty of an uneutpenting family, 
and of misleading their conception* at to ttie cure of the diitemper, by a itrata- 
gem, on which, bowerer witty, neidieT of ihem could oongratulate tliemaelTBa.*' 
Tbe impuke of tbe mooieat *eeni* to hare been at all timea iireNitible with 
Ferguaaon, without any dread or contideniioo of the oontequencea which hi* 
lerity migbt produce. Hi* roice being good, he wa* requeeted, oftener tbon wa* 
igreoahle to him, to officiate aa precentor at prayeTK Hi* wicked wit niggeat. 
ed a method of getting rid of the diataatetiil employment, which be did not icni- 
pla to put in practice, though there wa* great danger that it would inceiua the 
head* of tfaa college agunit him. It i* cu*tontary in the ScoOiah chardiee for 
penona who ara eontidered to be in a dangerow atata of illne**, to requait tha 
piayer* of the ooi^iagaticHi, which it i* the duty of the precentor publicly to in- 
timate. Ona momlng, when Farguaon ocoipiad tbe daik, he nee up, and, 
HJth the lolemnity of tone uiual upon audi oocaaioo*, pronounced, — ^'Bemonber 



■ poerocaUiid * ttriuiiii Procrred.' written 
if, Mr PM'* ptaD ot txAicy, than adoptaL" 
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in prayer, , > youn^ man (Aen prment) of Khom, from tlw ludden cAteta 

of inebristy, there appun but imall bopa of ncarvry.'' 

A proceeding m lodecoroui could not but be frowned upon by the profcMon ; 
and Hnotor inddent, which it mat Uill lea in their puwer to orerlook, eoon oc- 
curred. The drcuHMtMice* ftttending- (he expidiion of the poet from die unirer- 
Bity hare occsaioned some controreny, and we therefore deem it beit to ^Jt 
the BtxuuDt drawn up in I80I, by Dr Hill, and atterted by pn>feMor Vilant, 
who wai unable from licknen, to do more at that time, than affix hb name 
to it. " Mr Nidiolai Vilant," cay* thii docoment, " profawor of mathematic*, 
the only person now in the unimuty, who wm then a member of it, declares, 
that in the year 1767, ai ha recollect!, at the fint imtitution of the prizes ^Iren 
by the earl of Kinnoul, late dianoellor of thii unirenity, there wai a meeting 
one night, after the detenninatioa of the prim for that year, of the winneri in 
one roMn of the united college, and a meeting' of the loeert in another room at 
a small distance ; that in oonieijuenoe of some communication between the win- 
nen and the loaen, a icufHe arose, which wai reported to the nuuten of the col- 
lege, and that Robert Fei^xaaon aai eooie othen who had appeared the mo«tac- 
tire were expelled ; but that the next day, or the day thereafter, they were all ro- 
ceiTOd had( into the college upon prombe* of good behariour for the future.'' 
Dr TTUkie'e interceedoni were exerted on thia oooaaion in behalf of the poet; 
uor are we to luppoae that. the cordial co-operation of otbert wai wanting, for 
Mr Inrerarity aafurea ui, that in Hr Vilant, Fet^uieon bad found a friend and 
judicious director of his studies. On the whole, this tranaaction atfords n proof) 
that FerguMon, whateTer might be bis indisontiont, bad not, by refractory or 
disrespectful conduct, rendered himself obnoxious to the heads of the unUersity, 
since, had that been the case, it is to be presumed, they would have aTailed them- 
■elTe* of this infraction of academical disdpline to make good his expulsion. If, 
therefore, the first aspirations of bis muss were employed in tatirical effusions 
against his instructors, it must hare been with an absence of aU bitterness, andin 
a rein of pleasantry which was not meant to be, and did not prove olienaive. 

Of the progress made by PerguMon in his studies, we hare no meani of form- 
ing a rery exact estimate. " He performed," says Dr Irring, " with a suiBcient 
share of applause, the Tarious exercises which the rules of hi* college prescribed." 
Yet, it is acknowledged that he found more pleasure In the actire sports of youth, 
and in social enjoyment, than in habit* of reduae ttudy. Hit time, hon-ever, 
doe* not teem to bare been (pent withotit tome plans of more terlou* applica- 
tion. A book which belonged to him, entitled, " A Defence of the church go- 
Temment, faith, worship, and spirit of the presbyterians," ispreserred ; the blank 
leare* of this toIurm weie devoted by him to tin somewhat incongruous purpose 
of receiving sciape of speecbse, evidently the germs of a play which he medi- 
tated writing. ADother dramatic scheme of his, assumed « more dedded shape ; 
he finished two acts of a tragedy, founded on the adiievementa and &le of Sir 
William Wallace, but abandoned the undertaking, having seen another play on 
the same subject, and being afraid that his own might be considered a plagiarism. 
Probably both producti<ms were of a common place description ; and the poet, 
perceiving the flatnoM of that of which he was not the author, and consdous uf 
the iimilarity of his own, relinquished an undertaking to which his ahilitiet cer- 
tainly were not equaL It ha* been observed, that the choice of the subject af- 
fords an evidenoe of Fergusson's judgment ; inasmuch as tbe fate of the illustrious 
Scottish hero, together with his disinterested patriotism and bravery, supply a 
much more eligible tfaeme for the tragical muse, than the deaths of Macbeth, 
Richard IIL, Piiarro, or any other tyrant of andent or modem times, whose ca- 
tastropbei, hieing ttolhing own than the vengeance due to their crimei, cannot 
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«xeltfl ttaoae lyuipathetic feelingi that ariie only froni iIm contMnplMion of luf. 
fering TJitue. ThU would bo very justly uid, if it vrai« true that tb« MtoccM of 
a dramatic author dependi upon hii enliiting the approbation of the audience ia 
behalf of hU hero. But the case is widely different. A view of human nature 
under the influence of fome powerful emotion, with which mankind, in general, 
are not familiar, seems to be what is mainly requiied. All men are not acquaint- 
ed with die wording* of an ambitious and wicked heart ; and hence, when the 
tyrant is exhibited before them, they learn something that is new and surprisii^, 
and the kkill of the poet meets with iEa proportionate meed of applatue. But 
there are few, indeed, who hare not coosiderod from tlieir youth up, the <^no- 
tec of a great patriot like Wallace ; their admiration and pity hare been bestow- 
ed upon him fhim their tenderett years, and there is nothing left for poetry to 
effect. Nor was the genius of Fergusson fitted for ttte delineatimi of a majestto 
character. He had a fund of humour, an agreeable gayety, but not much reach 
of passion or of foaling. In his English blank reraes, there is no stately flow 
nor elevation of sentiment. His mind, mweorer, did not peasese strength sit& 
ficient to acootnpliih more than can be done in a series of occasional reries ; he 
had not as much resolution to carry him through the succession of eflbrla iiece»> 
sary for the completion of a dramatic poem ; and on the whole, we see no occ*. 
aion either for surprise or regret, that be nerer pcxfected his third act. 

What were the reasonsfw Fergusson abandoning his academical career, is no- 
where mentioned. Prolwbly he had no great heart to the profession to whidi 
he had been destined, and was prerenled by want of pecuniary meani, from pur- 
suing hi* studies with a view to any other. When the term of his bursary ex- 
pired, which was at the sad of four yean, be quitted 8t Andrews, and returned 
to Edinburgh, to his mother^ house, his father baring died two yean before. 
Here, if his prospects were not gloomy, bii plans were unsettled, and never took 
any dodded aim for his settlement in life. The professioo of a teadier has tieen 
resorted to by many who have acquired some learning, but whose narrow cir< 
Guinstances did not allow them to aspire to more pleasant and profitable employ- 
ments ; and, even after qualifying themielves for superior offices, numbei* of 
young men, failing to obtain the reward of their labours, fall back upon that 
humbler means of obtaining a subaistenoe, Dut for the patient duties of a 
schoolmaster, Fei|[usson's ardent temperament completely disqualified him ; and 
probably, he never thought of the alternative. The study of medicine was sug- 
gested to him ; but this was no less distasteful, (or, to such rivid nervous excite- 
ment was he liable, that he could not read the deacription of a disease, without 
imagining that his own frame felt its symptoms. 

Afler some time spent in vain hope that some opening would present itself, 
he paid a visit to Mr John Forbes, a maternal uncle, near Aberdeen, who, being 
in easy drcumstances, was expected to do somelhing for hi* nephew. Thnt gen- 
tleman, according to the luual account, entertained him for some time, hoping, 
perhaps, that after a reaeoiiable stay, su^ as the hospitality of an uncle's roof 
might warrant, be would take hi* leave and give him no farther trouble. But 
time slipt on, and Ferguvon still continued his guesL At last, tlie habiliment* 
of the dependent relative began to grow somewhat shabby, and an intimation 
was conveyed to him, that be was no longer fit to appear at Mr Forbes** table. 
The indignant poet immediately retired to am ale-house in the nei^bourhood, 
where he penned a letter full of resentment of the usage be had received. This 
remonstrance produced sons little effect, for his uncle sent him, by a meesenger, 
a fewhillings, to bear his charge* to Edinburgh. He performed the journey 
on foot, and returned to his mother'a house so worn out with fatigue, and over- 
whelmed with mortification, that be fell into a serious illoes*. In a fen days hii 
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•trength of body MTirad, and ho rogaioed luffldaiit coii^iopu« of mind to espraw 
hi* TOvaiioD in a poem, «ntitlad, "Tha Decay of Friendihip,*' and hb ftoundi 
for philoKtpliic re*ifD»tion in another, " Agninat Repining at Fortuna." TkeM 
piece* ezliibit lonie fljency of renification, Itut do not breathe any poetic fira. 
In the Snt, be bewail* the iDgratitude of man, and according to ancieot uaage, 
delennina* to rwort to tome lolitary ihore, tbwe to diidoee hi* grieft to the nuir- 
muring lurge, and teach the hollow coTern* to retound hi> woe*. In the ceoond, 
ha declare^ that be wa* able to conl«mplate the gorgeou* ranity of (tale with a 
cool dUdaia, and afler reaiMiing the matter on the inad«<|Uaoy of wealth to pro> 
cure happinen, conclude! that virtue ii the taored toutce of permanent and heart- 
felt aatiilHctiou, — a lact, the truth of wbidi is lo Tery generally acknowledged, that 
the ttat«ment and elucidation of it i* no Itmger coa*ider«d to ccMatitute poetry. 
The behaviour of Mr Forbei in the matter jmt related, ha* been reprobated 
a* ungenerou* in the entreme. But it teenu quettionalile, whether the oeMure 
be merited in it* full oztenL Erery man i*, no doubt, JMMind to B«u*t his fel- 
low-men, and aton particularly tboae who are oonneOed with hiaown family, oi 
haieotherdaim* to hi* patronage, a* tkrailieain hi* power. But it iadifficult lo 
fis the limit* to which hi* exerUon* ought, in any particular cnae, to be carried. 
It may (eem rery dear to every one at the preaent day, that Ferguwon wa* a 
man of geniu*, and ought to hare been promoted to *ome oflice which might hare 
conferred independence, at the aame time that it left him leiiuie for the cultira- 
tion of hi* literary talent*. Thi* wa*, bon-erar, by no mean* ni appaiwnt at the 
period to which we refer, nor, perhaps, at any future period during the poell 
lifetime. He pretenled hunaelf in hi* uncle'* houae an expectant of favour ; 
but hi* expectation* might not, to any ordinary-minded penon, appear very rea- 
lonable. He \n» a young man that had addicted hinuelf to the jnoiitleM occu- 
pation of rhyming ; (wtio could tell he wa* to render himielf eminent by it^ he 
oould not Hibmit hi* mind to common butinea, and had arerMon* that did not 
appear to rett on rery fea^le foundations, to certain employment* whidt were 
propoeed to him : and when we conaider to how cloae a acnitiny, it ia reaso 
bie that Ihoae who tolidt patronage ihould be prepared to submit, it doe* not 
■eent wondeiful that he should hare been regarded a* a young man who wa* dia- 
poeedkiramainidle, and that his Irienda should have been discouraged from using 
their influence in behalf of one who did not teem willing to do what he oould for 
himself. We know few of the circumstances that took place during Fecgutson'a 
residence trilli hi* uncle, and it is unjuat to deal out reproadie* ao much at n 

Some time after hi* return to Edinburgh, Ferguiaon obtained employment ai 
a copyi*t of legal papers, in the office of the commissary deric of Edinburgh ; 
situation ■al*erably inferic« to hi* talent*, but which his straitened circumstances 
and hi* total want of an aim in life, compelled him to acoepL With the e 
ceptlon of *aine months devoted to similar duties at the SheriA-clerk's office, lie 
spent, in this humble employment, the remainder of his brief and unhappy life. 
'I1ie change from the one office to the other seems to have been dictated purely 
by that desire of an alternation of misery, which caused the soldier who sufiei 
under fiageUotion to cry fii*t " strike high,** and then " strike low." Having 
experienced some trouble from the (letful temper of the deputy commissary 
deric, Mr Abenxomby, under whom he performed hi* drudgery, he sought re- 
lief in the other office ; but finding wMae evil* there, in the painful nalun of 
the sheriff's duties a* an enfoi«er of executions, he speedily sdidled re-ad- 
niiaion lo his former place, and was glad to obtain IL It is generally *up- 
po*ed that Fergusion'* employment involved the study of law, and (bat in that 
lay the uopleaaantness of his situation. But in reality, the study of law, ollow- 
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log it to b« at dry oi wrem] of Fergunon*! biographen lure repreKnted it, 
and SI uDiaitable at tbey hsn luppoied to Ilie mercuriHl gcniui of a poet, would 
baTa been alwolutely a daily dsligtit of the higheat kind, campBred to the mo- 
natoDoui dutiai of porpettul tisDiaiption, which fonned in reality the axlent of 
the poet'a profenional laboun. 

Tliii wratched drudgery, honerer, ma relieved in tiTO waya. Fergtiuon, 
duriog' the whole period of hia reaidanoe in Edinbui^, aa a clerk, or copyitt, 
HTota more en' kaa poelry almnat erery day. At the «ame tioie, he ipenta part 
of almoit erery ereniog in thoae cofiTirial regaleiDanli, with which the cttizena 
of Edinburgh of all rlriMna were then accuUomed to aolaoe tiMtnuelrei after the 
drudgery of the day. 

The mind of the poet wai partly directed to Engtiah clauical models : be 
wrote paatorali and dialoguaa, in the manner of Pope, Shenltone, and Somer- 
Tille ; but ibeie are mere exhibiliona of language, totally uninipired by the 
least force or originality of ideaa, and would now weary even tlie moat patient 
antiquary in the penuaL Fortunately, he alto adrantured upon the courae 
lately left Tacant by Ramaay, and theie found theme* for which hia geniiM wa« 
belter adapted. The humoun and peculisritiea erf' aocial life in the ancient 
city of Edinburgh attracted hii attention, and became in hii handa the nuleriala 
of Tsrioua epecimeni of Scottiah poetry, which &r turpaated the limilar poem* 
of JRamsay, and are but little inferior to thoae of Bumi. In hii " Leith 
Racea," " the Hiaing and Sitting of the SenJon, " Cauler Oyalera," and " the 
King** birth day," Uiere ii a power of humouroua deacription which at once 
Mampt him «a a poet of inperior geniua, e*en if the nerroua aanae of bii 
" Braid Clatth," " Cauler Water," and other poenu upon geoeral aubjecta, and the 
homely grace of hia" Farmer'i Ingle," which dcMxibei in the inoatTirid and gen- 
uine colour*, a Mene worthy ofthehigbeat efforts of the muae, bad not placed him 
•till more uneqkiirocaUy in that rank. The language employed by Fergutaon i* 
much mora purely ScoUith thwi that of Bums, and he uses it with a readinen 
and ease in the highest degree pleaMDg. He bas not the firm and vigorous 
tone of Bum, but more softneaa and potiah, audi as might ba>e been expected 
irom hia gentler, and perhaps more instructed mind. The poet chiefly wrote 
these effuaioni for a periodical work, entitled Ruddiman'a Weekly Magazine, 
where they attractad a considerable share of public attention, not only in Edio- 
bur|^ but thmug^iout the country, 

Tba conrinalitie* of Ferguatoa bare been generally deetzibed a* bordering 
on exceaa, and aa chaiacterizing himaelf in particular, amidst a population gene- 
rally loher. The real trath if, that the poor poet indulged ezaotl; in Ibe 
HUM way, and in geaenU to tbe same extent, aa other young men of that day. 
The want of public anuisement*, the leo general taste for reading, and the 
limited accouunodatlons of private houae* in those days, led partly to a practice, 
whidi, as already mentioned, prevailed among all ordert of people in Edin- 
burgh, of frequenting tafema in the evening, for the sake of relaxation and ex- 
ercise of the intellect. The favourite haunt of Robert Fergussoc, and many 
other person* of his own itaudiog, wa* Lucky Middlemaaa'a tavern In the Cou< 
gate, which he celebrates in hia poem on Cauler Oyiteia. One of the indirid- 
uala, who almost nightly enjoyed hit company there, cnmmunicoted to the 
present writer, in 1837, ibe following parliculan respecting the extent and 
nature of their convivialities. 

" The entertainment almost invariably ooosisted of a few boards of i 
oyitcn, porter, gin, and occationally a rizmre'd [dried] baddork, which wai 
neither more nor Ie*i than what farmed the evening enjoyment* of most of the 
dtiien* of Ediobuigh. Tba beat gin was then sold at about live sliillings a 
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gallon, and Bccordingly ths gill at Ludty MiddJenuu*'* cott orly thi««pei]c«b 
The wiiole debauch of lh« young men leldoiii cams to mon thu lixpenoe or 

■erenpence. Mr S dutinctly recollenU that FerguMon klmyi teemed 

UDwiliing to (pend any more. They g«uenUy met at eight o'clodc, and roee 
to deport at ten ; but FergusMn wu (ometimei prarailed upon to oul«it hii 
frieDda, by other penoni who came in later, and, for the take of hit company, 
intmated him to join Ihem in further polationt. The humour of hii conrerM- 
tion, which trai in itaelf the higheit treat, frequently turned upon the odd and 
obnoxioua character! who then abounded in the town. In (he caw, howarer, 
of the latter, be nerer permitted hii ntire to become in the leart rsncoroua. 
He generally contented himself with conceiring them in ludicroui or awkward 
■ituatiom, auch, for iuatance, ai their going home at night, and baring their 
clothe* bleached by an impure ablution from the garrela — a rery common oc- 
currence at that tiioe, and tbe mention of which waa uifBcient to awaken tbe 
■ympathiei of all preeenL'' 

The penonal appearance of the poet is thu* deieribed by the lame infor- 
mant " In itature FeiguHon wai about Rre feet nine, alendor and hand- 
lome. Hi« face nerer exhibited the leaat trace of red, but wbi perfectly and 
uniformly pale, (» rather yellow. He bad all the appearance of a penon in 

delicate health ; and Mr 8 renembeH that, at laat, he could not eat 

raw oyitera, but wu compelled by the weaknen of lii Momach, to aik for them 
pickled, Hii forahead waa elerated, and hi« whole countenance open and 
pleating. He wore hii own fair brown hair, with a long maHire curl along 
each side of the head, and terminating in a queue, dreoad with a black lilk 
riband. Hit drew mti nerer rery good, but often much faded, and the white 
thread itotJdngi^ which he generally won in preferanoe to the more common 
kind of grey wonted, be atten permitted to become coniiderably loiled befwe 
changing them." 

The following anecdote haa been related for the purpoM of ihowing the irk- 
■omenew of the poet under hii uiual aTocolionh In copying out tbe extract of 
a deed, one forenoon, he blundered it two diffbrent timei, and wbi at length 
obliged to abandon the task without completing it. On returning in the eren- 
ing, be found that the extract had bMu much wanted, and he aooordingly nt 
down with great reluctance to attempt it a third time. He had not, hoireTer, 
half accomplished hit tuk, when be cried out to hit office companion, that s 
thought hadjuititTiick him, which he would inilantlyput into rerse, and carry to 
Huddiman'i Magazine, (on the ete of publication,} but that he would inttantly 
return and complete the extract He immediately Krawled out the following 
ilanza on one 'Hiomai loncaihire, who, after acting the graredigger in Hamlet, 
and other such chaiacten, on the Edinburgh tisge, had let up a public bouse. 
In which be died : — 

Alu, poor Tom I bow oil, with merry heart, 
Han wa beh^ thee play ths Saxton'e part ! 
Each fomJc heart nuKt now be griaTxl lo SM 
Ths Sutan'i dreary part perfannsd on thea. 
On hit return lOH-nrdt the office, he called at tbe thop of bit friend Sommeri, 
pninlaeller and glazier, in the jiarliament cloae, where he found a boy reading a 
poem on creation. This dicumitanoe furnished him with tbe point of another 
epigram, which he immediately scribbled down, and lefl for Mr Sommeii'i per- 
usal. These proceeding! occupied him about twenty minutes, and he theo t«. 
turned to tail drudgery. 

Uniform tradition, and erery other testimony, ascribe to Pei^tion an excel- 
lent Toice, and a mctt captirating manner of dating the limple melodiei of hie 
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luttin tooTttrj. Hi* Biriu of loveiiDBy loog turrived In the recolI«ction of hi* 
OModKtet, M a inuiial gtm of the fint lurtre. The ftdlowiiig anecdoto, 
commtuiicatcd by his biographer Sannnen, ai once prorec hi* rocal powen aod 
reflecU ■ light upon hi« duiracter. " In one of hii coDririal frolict, ha kid a 
wnger with nme of iiia awodatM that, if they would fiirniib him with a rnrtain 
number of printed balladi, (no nutter what kind), he would nndertake to die- 
poTC of liiem u a itreet linger in the coune of t«ro hour*. The bet mu laid, 
and next eT«ning, being in the month of Norember, a large bundle of balladi 
irere procured for him. He wrapped himaelf in a tbabby great-coat, put on an 
old «cratdi wig, and in thii disguiiad fonq commenced hit adrenture at the 
weigb-houae, head of the We*t Bow. In hit going down the lavmmarket and 
High Street, he had the addreia to collect great multitudei around him, while 
he amuaed Uiem with a lariety (tf farourite Scottiih longt, by no meana tuch at 
he had ballad* for, and gained the wager by diapoiing c^ the whole collection. 
He ivaited on hii companion* by eight o'clock that evening, and *pent with 
them ia mirthful glee, the produce of hii street adTsnture." 

Ferguiaon'* diipodtion led him into many frolic* ; of wiiich the following 
initance* are recounted. His landlord happened to be a man very much giren 
to intemperance, at the wune time that he napired to all tlie honour* of a taint. 
One night, he attempted to perform family wonhip, in a itale of complete in- . 
faniiation, when, to hit inconceirable horror, eiery tentence of hit prayer ws* 
echoed by aome unaeen being at no great diitance. Coufounded with drunken 
terror, he ordered hit family to retire, and lak aua the iuikt. It wat Fep- 
gutaon who thui alamed him from a neighbouring cloaet AAerwardi, the 
poor man gare hit &nuly an impretuve lecture on the necenity of their im- 
pronng their wayi, ai he felt certain that aomething terioui wai about to be&ll 
them. He eren unboecMoed hit own oonadence to the waggiih cauas of all hit 
terroM, and receired, with marki of extreme contrition, the abaolutiou which 
FerguiMm adminittered to him in eoniideration of hit repentance^ On another 
occuion, Ferguson went, with aome companion*, to the door of a limilar 
cealot, and began to whine forth a paalm in burleaque of the hypocritical habit* 
{aa he cootidered them) of thoae within. With ei«n lea* juttilisble thoughlleo- 
net*, he once threw into the open window of a Glaaute meeting-houie, a paper, 
im which he had Itiacribed anme line* in imitation of the manner in which ihey 
were pleated to perform their derotiona. A mMe innocent frolic waa aa fol- 
low* : having procured a lailor'i dre«t, he dreaaed himaelf in it, aiaumed a 
huge aUck, and, aallying out, paid a round of liaila to hit acquaintance*. He 
WB* ao efftctuaUy ditguited that few or none of them knew him ; and by throw- 
ing forth hiata of tome of their ftmner indiacretjoni, he eo much lurpriaed 
them, that they imputed hi* knowledge to divination. By thii mean*, he pro- 
cured from many of them ludi a fund of information, at enabled him to give 
them a greater lurpriae when be returned the genuine character of Robby Fer> 
guetcm. For in the aaitor'i habit he informed them of many frailtJee and 
&iling(, whi<ii they tma^ned it impoaaible for any one of hit appearance to 
know; and in the habit of Hobby Ferguaion, he divulged many Ihingi which 
they believed none but the ragged milor wat acquainted with. Ferguawm'* 
power of mimicry were, indeed, admirable, and he diiplayed a contiderable turn 
for acting in general. Toward* the end of bit life, he wai the very life and 
*onl of a particular apouting club to which he attached bimtelf. 

In the circle of hi* acquaintance, though it extended through nearly all 
ranka of tociety, he had few more retpectable friend* than Mr W<K>d*, a dit- 
tingui*hed player long eitabliibed in Edinburgh. Wood* n-ni a man of wit, 
taste, anil good *ente, to whidi good quali^et be added a prudence of oouduct, 
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in which it ii to b« wiihsd tknt th« poet lud aaifonaly imitated bim. ThMUgh 
the infliWDM of Mr Woods, and in ooniideration, perliapt, of oecauonel poetteftl 
MTTices,he«njayedBfreeBdmiMaatolbetbMtra,of wliidihe took not unftieqBent 
ftdnntaga. To quota a memorandum which faaa bean auj^lied to in on thi* 
wibjeot — " He alwayi wat in tlia central box, daDominated the Shakapaai* 
box ; and hit mode of exprauiDg approbation in Gamic perfMnunee* was Tarjr 
lingular. InMead of clapping hie liaiidi, or uaing any ozchuaationa, he UMd 
b> (how how ntuch he wat deligbted by raiting hia right iMnd dendted abora hit 
head, and bringing it down empbatieall; on the friMt of tba bos, with a twaap- 
ing blow.** 

Hia brother, Henry, who wat eight yean older thaJi himtelf, had bafbra thb 
period been obliged by tome youthful inditcretiona to go to aaa. Henry wat a 
youth of oontiderableat^uirementB and ingenuity, and, in particnhr, had an ex- 
traordinary tatta for ftncing. 9oaia letten ai« extant, which the young milor 
addreaMd to bia mother and brother, sod they certainly ditplay powan of mind 
and habita of reflection, which, if diacorered on ahip-board, mutt hara aatoniabad 
hia auperiora. Apparently quite tired <rf the bopeleaa drudgery of hia office, 
and perfaapt impoUed by man pteeting oomidenitiont, Robert Fergutton at 
one time ooatoraplated the ooune of Ufa now puruied by faia brolbar, the wild 
dangen of which might have aoma durm to a poet'e bfoaiL Ha thm humop- 
Mialy alludet to hia deaign in an a^gnm i 

Foituna and Bob, a'sr since Ml bCrth, 

OniM narer yat &grs« i 
Shs blrlf kicked him from the tarth, 

To try his (kte at Na. 

Ha waa not 4<*tlD«d, howarer, to executa thi* reoolution. 

In 1773, Farguaaon'a poema were collected frmn tlie Weekly Magnne Into 
one volume ; but it doat not appear that the poet reaped any pecuniary benefit 
from the publication. It ii probable, indeed, that tliia admired aon of geniut 
nerar realiaed a aingla thilling by hit writings 

For a brief number of yean, Ferguason led the aimlea life which vra have 
endearourad to daacrlbe, obtaining the meant of a acenty aubaittenca by n ler- 
Tile and unworthy drudgery, and cheering hia leiaura momenta with mingled 
intellectual exertion and convivial diMipotion. To many peraont ha waa re- 
commended by hi* badnating convenation, hia modatty, and hit gentle and af- 
fectionate duuscter. Of Iheee, however, with hut one exception, there were 
Done who either fek called upon or liad it in their power, to advance hia world* 
ly fortunea. That exception waa a Hr Bucnet, who, becoming much attached to 
the poat at Edinburgh, waa aAarwardi anabled to tend him a draught for a 
hundred pound* from India, with an invitation to coma thither, in orditr to ax- 
periauca atlll more lolid and latting proo& of hia IHendabip. Even of Ibla 
aiiigla my of kindneia from hit fallow men, the poor poat waa deatined to reap 
no advxniaga, being dead befuia the money and the invitation arrived. Hia 
unhappy youth continued, ao long at hia mind waa aenaibla of any thing, to feel 
that, with powen which elevated him above mott of hit fellowa, and were likely 
to make him be ramembared when all of them were forgotten, he yat ate every 
day a bitterer and a (csntier meal, and moiled on and on in hopeleaa poverty, 
at once the inatrumeiit and the victim of their pleaiuret. 

Early in the year 1774, when hia frame waa peculiarly expotad by the af- 
feeta of a certain medicine (o cold, ha waa induced to accompany atMne gentla- 
naa, who were intaretted in an eleclitm buunat*, to one of the eaatem countiea 
of Scotland. It ia no uncommon thing for cold, contraulad under audi circum- 
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produce msnlal derangement; and lueh mi the melancholy dertiny 
<n ! Being' inrolred in the riotoui tcenm at the election, he euily 
caught the baneful dittemper, the efTecta of which were quite u much mental a« 
phyiicaL White in thii diurdored atate, hs happened one day to wander into 
the church-jHrd, where he xrai loon after accMl«d by the reneiable John 
Brown, author of nway well known work* in dirinity, and who exercited the 
humble but reapectable funclioni of a dinanting cle^yman in thii town. After 
a few tririal remark* had paued between them, Mr Brown naa led by the 
nature of the tcene to adrert to the mortality of man, obaerring that, in a ihort 
time, they would toon be laid in the duat, and that therefore it wai wise to 
prepare for eternity. To Mr Brown, the conrenation teemed the mo*t CBHial 
and unimportant that could well b& But luch were not iti elfecla. In the 
preient itate of the poet'i mind, hii early religinui impreuioni were fait re- 
Tiring, and, while the penaltie* of folly wrung hii nerrea, hii thou|^ts wan- 
dered back over his mitpent and UDproaperou* life. UpoD a mind m> prepared, 
the acddental remaiki of the dirine (who did not eren know who he waa} lunk 
ai deap ai if tbey had been imprinted in dtaracten of fire. He returned home, 
an alt«red and deipairing man. 

One of his intimate friendi, who met him in March, 1774, a ihort time after 
thii erent, found him lomewhat tranquillized, but ilill in a rery piecarioui itate. 
Ilie poor bard gara an account of the exoenei which had lately produced lucfa 
dreadful elfecti, and ipoke with terror of what would be unavoidable in the event 
of a relapse — confinement in the common aiylum for iniane penoo^ He alio 
introduced the lubject of religion, and conrerted with much eameatneu on mmm 
ofita iundamental doctrine*. " Upon a parUeular oocaaion, whidi he ipecified, 
he laid, a Mr Ferrier, at, or near St Andrewi, had alarmed and ratlier diipl«eied 
him, by maintaining, what are usually denominated the orthodox teoeti of our 
Scottish creed* : and Fergution appeaivd to differ, in a very considerable degree, 
from the commonly receiTed notion* on these lubjecta. He did not seem to be 
•adsSed of the necenity of the fall of man, and of a mediatorial sacrifice for hib 
man iniquity ; and be questioned, with considerable boldness, Ihe consistency of 
sudi doctrine* with the attributes of dirine wisdom and goodness. At the same 
time, howSTM', he confessed the imperfect nature of the human intellect, and the 
an&thomable depth of all such inquiries. Thi* is the only gleam of infidelity 
whidi erer seems to hare diminished the fearful gloom of superstitious terror : 
no consoling ray* of genuine religion charmed hi* bosom ^ no sounds of jieace 
gladdened his heart, and enabled him to sustain, with fortitude and calmness, 
the sorrows which oppressed him. He anticipated ' the last peal of the thunder 
of heaven,' as the roice of eternal vengeanoa speaking in wrath, and consigning 
bim to irremediable perdition.''' 

After having partially recovered from his disorder, his mind is said to have re- 
ceived another shock from the following incident : — 

'* In the room adjoining to that in which ^e slept, was a starling, which be> 
ittg iei«ed one night by a cat thtit had found ila way down the chimney, awaken, 
ed Mr Fergusson by ttie most alarming sciaanis. Having learned the cause of 
the alarm, he began seriously to reflect how often he, an accountable and im> 
mortal being, hod in the hour of intempemnce, set death at defiance, though it 
was thus terrible, in reality, to an unaccountable and linlesi creature. This brought 
to his recollection, the conversation of the deigyman, which, aided by the so> 
lemnity of midnight, wrought his mind up to a pitch of remorse that almost 
bordered on frantic despair. Sleep now fonook his eyelid* ; and he rose in the 
morning, not a* he had formerly done, to mix again with the social and the gay, 
1 Patarkio's h\t» of Ferguson, prefixed to Lonifon edition of his poerai, 1W7. 
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lOt lo be • reduH from sodety, and to allow the reiiMinbTiuiM of bit put MUm 
o prey upon hii ritaU. All hii riTScity noir focMK^ him ; thoae lipi wtiid were 
ftMiiwd to gire delight, were doMd u by the haai of de«tb, and on hit counte- 
D an c east horror plunied !"' 

It ii pTobably to thia period tliat we are to refer two anecdotM, which hafe beem 
related a* g'tnag the fint proofi of a decided craze in hii UDibntandin^ Mr 
Tennant, in an article which hsi been already quoted, nty* : — " It ia difficult, 

a in aane penont, to delermine where wit endi, and tainponury reeling of the 
imagination begin* ; and, in the caM of Fer([u«on, whnae coDoepUorw ware 
erer lo rivid, and whose wit wu lo fantattical and irregular, it wai difficult fnv 
hit friends to ditcHminate between hit wit and hii madneei — to Mt ft boundary 

e between thoae of hii dayi that were but firalicMtne and funny, and Iboa* 

it were deiperalely and inTsriably deliriota. The Ant ooeurrenoe that itsr- 
tled hit comnidw, and put them in slaim for the lafety vf hii uadentanding, 

look place one day in the High Street of Edinburgh, wh«o Mr B , one of 

hit fnendi, (who, I beliere, ii itill alire,) wai itanding engaged in conTOTtation 
with a knot of Boquaintancei. Fergutton came running up, apparently in a itate 
of high perturbation ; and, accosting them familiarly, at he wBl wont, acquaiuled 
them, iliat, confuted and perturl>ed at he wat, it wu a marrel that they lair him 
nliTe that day at alL On quetlioniog him, with a detiie that be ibould eaplain 
himself, he infiKnied them, that on the night before he had met with tome Irith 
iludenti in the street, with whom he hod an altercation that led to a quarrel ; 
tliat tliey icufHed and ttufleted each other furioutly ; tliat the combat deepeped 
a deadly ferocity, when one of them, the bloodiest homidde of the troop, at last 
drew out a cutioss, with whidi he tmote off his head at one blow; that hii head 
ran down the itiand trembling and streaming blood for amay paces ; that, had 
it not been for hit presence c^ mind, he mutt infiillibly have been a dead man ; 
but that, running instantly after the head, decapitated oi be wot, he inatiAed it 
up, and replaced it so nicely on its former position, that the parts coalesced, and 
man could discover any tes^ges of decapitation. This ftory woa told with 
such wild looki and eitraTSgant gesticulation, as impressed the hearen with the 
suspicion that hit mind had shifted from its wonted ' form and pressure ;' a tut- 
picion that was aflerwardi fiilly confirmed by other mote decided and unfortu- 
nate Indies ttoni.'' 

The other anecdote, which indicatetamoreadTonced stage of insanity, is at fol- 
lows: — Mr Woods, of the theatre royal, one day met him at the booom of St 
Anne Street, under the North Bridge, (a street which doea not now esiitO and 
found him in a rery disordered itote. " I hare jmt,'' said Fergusson, in a Gon- 
lidential tone, " made a most important ditcorery." On Mr Woods' inquiring 
what it was, he aniwered, " I hare found out one of the reprobatee who oudfi- 
ed our Sariour ; and in order to bring him to proper punishment, I am going to 
lodge an information against him with Lord Karnes." He then walked off to- 
wards the residence of that distinguished philosopher and judge. 

Eren from this tecond shock, his reason was beginning to recorer, when all 
wat thrown into ten-fold disorder by a fall which he met with, one OTening 
in descending a stair. Haring cut his head sererely, be lost a great deal of 
blood, and was carried home to hii moiber'i house in a tiata of delirium, and 
totally insenoible of hi* deplorable condition. Hit reason teemed to be now in 
a great measure destroyed. Tie passed nights and dayi in total alittinence from 
food, sometimes muttering dolefully to himself, and at other times so outrageous 
that it required the strength of lereial men to keep him in bis bed. Ociasion- 
ally, he sang his farourite melodies, but in a style of patho* and landemeti luch 
> lilt by Mr Inrsiaiil]', In Glsij'i Supplemsnl lo the Encjclapwlla Brilumka, 
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n h* had DBTer Wfon r«adMd. In particular, he ohaunted " the Biihi of In> 
Teraay,*' with luch exquitite melody, lliat IhoM who heard hi> doU« nould nerer 
forget the louiid. While la thii ilate, probably anticipatiDg that miienble cs- 
iMtrophe vhich toon after happened, he burned all hit manuacripta, remarking, 
when ihe tatk watdone, " I amiatitfied — I feel aomc coniolation in nerer hating 
written any things against religion.''-.. Like Collini, he now wed but one book, 
but he probably felt, with that unfortunats bard, " that It naa the beiL' It ii 
needlen to DMntion, that thii lole eonipauion of hii moody hour* ivai the bible. 
The circuiwtwicee of hi* widowed mother were not unftntunately of *uch a 
kind, ai to enable her to keep her ion, and procura for him the attendance De- 
cenary for hi* malady, in her own bouie. She waa, therefore, compelled to 
malce arraogemeiiti for conaigning him to a rery wretched public aaylum, wliich, 
before Ihe erection of an elegant building at Momingiide, was the only place in 
connexion with the Seottiih capital, where such aocomioodation* could be ol>- 
tained. This faouw was situated within a gloomy nook of ths old city wall, with 
another large building closing it up in front, m if it bad been thought necesatiry 
to select for the insane, a foene as sikdImv and wrett^ed as their own mental 
condition. To this horrid mansion it was found Decenary to conrey Fergusaon 
by a kind of atratagem, for be wattoo well awareof what was contemplated, and 
too much alire to the homm of Ihe place, to hare either gone willingly hlmael^ 
ortaharebeenconTeyed thither wiAout some tndeoent expceure. Two friends, 
therefore, were inatrneted to pay him s risit about night-fiill, a* if far the pur- 
pose of inquiriiig after hii wel&re. He met them with eoty confldence, and af- 
ter some conrenation, in which he took part like a Mme man, the; proposed that 
he should accompany them on a visit to a friend at another part of the town. To 
thii he cheerfully consented, and was acoordingly plaoed in a tedan which Ihey 
had in readineaa at the bottom of the itaiK The unhappy youth then permitted 
himself to be conreyed peaceably along the itreela, till hn arrired at the place 
which be had all along feared would be his flcal abode. Hie chair was convey- 
ed into the hall, and, it wa* only when FerguMon stepped out, that he perceiTsd 
the deception which had beeo practised upon him. One wild halloo— the heart- 
bunt of despair — broke Irom him, and was immediately echoed from the tenant* 
of the surrounding cell*. Thrilled with horror, his irieDda departed, and left the 
wretched Fei^piason to his liite. 

" During the first night of hii confinement," says Mr ScHsmen, " he slept 
se ; and when the keeper ritiled him in Ihe morning, he found him nalldng 
along the ttone floor of hii cell, with bis arms folded, end in sullen sadness, ut- 
tering not a word, After some minutea' silence, he clapped his right hand on 
bia forehead, and complained much of pain. He asked the keeper, who brought 
him there P He answered, ' friends.' — 'Yea, friend*, indeed,' replied Hobert, 
' they think I am too wicked to lire, but you will toon tee me a burning and 
a thining light.' — ' You bare been so already,' obterred the keeper, alluding 
to his poems. < You miMake me,' said the poet : ' I mean, you tliaU tee and 
hear of me a* a bright minister of tbe gospel.' " 

Ferguason continued about two months to occupy a cell in this gloomy man- 
uun. Occasionally, when the companiti*e tnuquillity of his mind permitted it, 
his friends wete allowed to riwt him. A few day* before his dissolution, hit 
mother and litter found him lying on hit straw bed, calm and collected. The 
erening was chitl and damp: he requested his mo^er to gather the bedrdothe* 
about him, and sit on hi* feet, for be said, they were to very cold, as to be atmoit 
Insensible to the touch. She did so, and his sister took her seat by the 1>ed-«ide. 
He then looked wistfully in the face of hi* aiTeotionate parent, and said, " Oh, 
mother, this is kind, indeed." Then addressing hit sister, be said, " might you 
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not coma frequently, and itt beiids m« ; yria cannot Imagine how cotnTortable It 
would be ; you might fetch your •earn, andMnbMide me." To Lhii, noomner 
was relumed : an interToI of nlence wai flUed up by eobt and loan. " What aili 
ye i" inquired Uie dying poet ; " whereibre lorrow for mo, iirs ? I am Tery 
well cored for here — I Ao aaure you, I want for nothing — but it u cold — it 
if rery cold. You Icnow, 1 told you, it would come to lhii at lut — yei, T told 
you lo. Oh, do not go yet, mother — I bope to be looa — oh, do not go yet — 
do not leare me !" The keeper, howerer, whiapered that it wai time to depait, 
and thii wai the tact time that FerguaMn nw theM beloved relatirea. 

Mr Sommen Ihu* den^bet hii but inler«iew with tbe poet, whidi took place 
in company with Dr John Aitken, another friend of the unfortunate maniac 
" We got imntediate aocett to the cell, vaA found Robert lying with hii 
dothea on, stretched upon a bed of looie uncovered (traw. The moment he 
heard my voice, he aroae, got me in hia arnu, and wept lb* doctor felt hii 
pulae, and declared it to be favourable. I aiked the keeper to allow bim to 
accompany ui into an adjoining badi-cMirt, by way of taking the air. He con- 
tented. Robert took hold of me by the arm, placing me on hi* right, and the 
doctor on hii left, and in thii form we walked backward and forward along the 
court, convening tot nearly an hour ; in tin couiae of which, many queationa 
were atked both by the doctor and myaelT, to which he returned moM aatii&o 
tory aniwera ; but he aeemed very anxioua to obtain hia liberty. Haring 
paiaed two houn with faim on thia viait, we found it neceiiary lo take our 
leave, the doctor aaniring him that be would loon be reiU)i«d to bit friends, 
and that 1 would viiit him again in a day or two. He calmly and without a 
murmur walked with u> to the cell ; and, upon parting, reminded the doctor of 
bis promise to get hun soon at liberty, and of mine to see him next day. 
Neither of ui, however, had an opportunity of accomplishing our promite ; for 
in a few days thereafter 1 received an intimation from the keeper that Robert 
Fergusson had breatlied bis laaL" 

Before this [leriod, Mrs Fergusaon had be«li enabled by a remittance from 
her son Henry, to make some jMvparationa for receiring the poor maniac back 
into her own house, where superior eccommodationt, and the tendernew of a 
mother't and a sister's love, might hare been expected to produce aoiae fi»aur- 
able effect. But it came too late : roiaery had already secured her viaim. 
" In the solitude of hia cell," says Mr Pelerkin, " amid the terrota of the 
night, ' without a hand to help or an eye lo pity,' the poet expired. His 
dying couch was a mat of straw ; the last sounds that pealed upon bia ear were 
the bowlings of insanity. No tongue whispered peace ; and even a consoling 
tear of sympathy mingled not with those of coutrition and hope, which, in 
charity, I trust, illumined bis eloiing eye." 

Robert FeiguMon died on the 161h of October, 1774, aged one day leas 
than twenty-four yean. Hia body waa interred in the Canongate church-yard, 
when hia grave remained quite undistinguished, until hia succenor, and (as he 
waa pleased to acknowledge), his imitator, Robert Burns, appeared in Edin* 
burgh. When Buma caroe to the grave of Fergusson, he uncovered his head, 
and, with hia diaracteristic enthusiasm, kneeling down, enibraoed the venerated 
day. He a^erwards obtained permission from tlie magiatratea to erect a monu- 
ment to Fergusson, whidi be inscribed with the fallowing atania ; — 

No aculpturKl marfalg faere, nor pompous lay, 
^ Nostorisd um, nor uilmated bust;" 
This dmpU stone dinKts pals ScoUa'i way, 
To pour tier sornm o'sr her peel's dodt. 
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On dM tamw o[ ths laomiinent, which U llMrally a " limple ■tone," ii llw 
following honouivblfl inicriplion : " By ipedal gisut of tin maiiagon, to 
Rabert Bunu, who ended thit itooe, thi* burial-place ii erer to remain mxed 
U> the memovy of Robert Ferguwn." In raowa than one of hia effuiioiii, in 
proM mod poetry, the Aynhire post hn* bewailed the fata of Ferg:uaion ; but 
p«rhapi the following liUle elegy, which he inlcribed on a copy of the w«^ 
of that poet, which be prewoted to a young lady (March ID, 1787), are len 
gWMnliy kaown than tlie i«U : 

Cune on ongraUAd man that can be plwnd. 
And jet an ilarva lbs author of liU pleaiaral 
Oh Ukhi, toy aldgr biothur tn miilbrtunet 
By Cur my abler bnitlur In ths musea, 
WiUi ttan I pity thy unhappy &tal 
Why !• tha bard unfiUed fol the woijd. 
Tat has ao luan a reJlih of iti pleuim ? 
Wbaterer may be thought of the philaaoi^iy of thii atana, iU feeling baa u ir- 
reaiitible appeal. 

The exlemal appearance of Ferguiion, ao for at It i« left undelineated in 
the ^etch already quoted, wa* at follow* :' Hia countenaoce woi aomewhat ef 
feminate, but redeemed by the animation imparted to it by hia large black eyea. 
Mingled with the penetrative glance of an aoute and- actire mind, wai that 
modetty which give* to luperior intellect iti greoteat charm, Unfortunaielj 
there ii DO authentic portnit in exiitenoe, though it may ba north while to 
nenlion that hia grsod-nieoe, the late Wm loTerarity, the aotreM, bore m 
■trong a resemblanee t« him, aa to iiare atmoli the mind of an Individual 
who remmnbered the appearance of Feigusooo, and who had learned neither 
the name of the young lady nor her relation to the poet Ferguaaon^ maunen 
ivere alwaya accommodated to the mouient : he wai gay, Mrioua, tet the table in 
^ roar, charmed with hia powen of aong, or bore with becoming dignity hia 
part in learned or philoaophical diaquialtion. " In thort he bad united in 
hiin," (aya Mr Alexander Campbell, " the iprightlineM and innocence of s 
child, with the knowledge of a profound and judicioua thinker." — " Gentlenew 
and humanity of diipoaition,'' aaya Dr Irving, '' he poasened in an eminent de- 
gree- The impulie of benevolence frequently led him to beiCow hia kiat farthing 
on those who lolicited hit charity. Hit turviving relaliuna retain a pleaaing re- 
membrance of hit dutiful behaviour towardi hia parenta ; and the tender regard 
with ivhicb hii memory ti (till clieriabed by hit numercui acquaintonoe fully do- 
monttratet hit value aa a friend." U may be added, that, to this day, there 
prevails but one univeisal impreuion in favour of Feigioton. Cut off in the 
greeneU of his days, he still lives in the feeling of the world, exactly what he 
really was in life, a gentle and youtliful being ; of vihom no one could think 
any ill, and who wns the friend and brother of every body, 

FINLAYSON, Jiius, D,D. F.K.S.E., professor of logic and metaphysics in the 
univenity of Edinburgh, and one of the miniaten of the high church of that 
city, was bom on the 15th of February, 1 7S8, at Nether Cambuinie, in the 
parish of Dumblane, a small farm which his ancesloit had occupied for several 
centuries. Hit parenta, who were persnns of much worth and in comfortable 
circumatanoes, hod the satisfaction of witnessing the eminence to which their 
sen arrived, and of having their old age dieered by his dutiful attentions ; but 
Ihey had likewise the misfortune to survive his death, wllich took place at a 
GtHnpaiatively early age. Having passed some years of bit early diildhood undei 

■ According la uiiolher Itulivlduiil who recolleca seeing him, "he wsa vsiy ana% and 
dElhste, aUlUeln.kneed.audtRUiiMBgoaddeBliDWalUiv-'' 
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Ih* car« of a matnuBl undo at L«aropt, young FinlayMn wm lent to Bchool at 
Kinbudc, in th« neigbbouihood of hii bthei'i faooie ; and at the agv of t«n 
WM TomoT«d to that of EHimblano. At tbu «arl; period, be trtm oompicuoui 
among bia pUymatM, not only fur a gayMjr and «i>m^ of diaracter, iriiidi 
placed him at tiie head of flTsry plan of fruUe or aminement, but atthetaisa time 
for an uncouioon degree of application to hii jiiranlle itudiei, oombined <rltb 
an undentanding naturally doar, and a taetaory m retantire, at to enttble him to 
ouldrip the greater number of hi« ichoot-felloM*. At it bad been rBtolred, that 
Ite ihould devote hinaelfto tlie clerical profeMi on, he waaaent at tbeearly age of 
fourteen, to the unirenity of Glatgow, where faa commenced hii preparatory oouna 
of (tudy ; there, hi< habiti of indtMtry were oonHrmed, hia mind enhurged and 
Inrigonted, and hia tatte for literature and acience acquired, under the initnic- 
tion of the rery eminent profeMora who then adorned that aeminary. 

In order to relieve hii peienli of the expenie which neceoarily attended hit 
retideoce at college, he engaged in prirate teaching ; and during tlie tumniar 
TBcation, he employed hinuelf in giring intfruetion to hia younger brother*. 
During two yean, he acted ai tutor In the &mily of Mri Campbell ^ Carie, and 
afterwardi, with the interrention of a nimmer, which he derated to prirate itudy, 
he waa employed in the tame capacity in the ftmily of Mr Cooper of tilatgow. 
Profeaor Andenon, who had diacorered hiituperiorabilitiea and great iteadineaa, 
employed him fw Bome time at bia amanuenda; and in the year 1789, he had 
the good fortune to become domeitio tutor to two loni of Sir William Murray 
of Oehtertyre.' 

There were many drcnmitanoea which rendered thii connexion deairable to 
Hr Finlsywn. The greater number of young men who engage at tutor* in 
SootUnd, look forward to a paitoral charge aa the nl^mate object of their am- 
bition. The interett of the Odilertyre family waa amply aufllclent to accomplith 
that object Sir William wai a man of general information, of a liberal torn of 
mind, who derired much pleaaure from the conteraation of an ingenioua and in- 
telligent companion ; and few petaona were mwe tuited to hit tatte than Mr 
Finlayaon, wboae manner* were modeat aud unpretuming, and whoae knowledge 
waa accurate and exIenilTe. Poaaataed of great natural acuteneN and origina- 
lity, hit eonraraition waa highly imtructire, and rendered him a raluable addi- 
tion in the retirement of a country retidence. Ai the family ipent the winter 
in Edinburgh, when hit piTplh attended the high tehool, Mr Finlayaon, hod 
many opportunitiet of improrement At the tome time that he ataiited them in 
their taaki, he reaumed hii own itudiea with renewed rigour; be attended the 
dirinity hall, and other of the uniTertity clawea. About thit time alio, he be- 
came a member of the ^eoli^ial lociety, a body iliU in exiitenne. Although 
he took an actire part in the diieuMioni which were introduced, and although 
the extent of hia knowledge and the philotophical precJiion of fail language 
placed him br abore the majority of hii companion! ; yet it cannot be de ■■'od 
that Mr Finlajion't talenti were by no meant luch at fitted him either to ■hint 
at an oratw, or make a figure in extemporaneout dettate. 

Mr Finlayaon wai liceiued to preach tlie goipel in tile year 1785, We hare 
the outhmrity of an intimate fHend for the ityle which characterized hit e«rlieit 
appearance* in the pulpiL " The compoaition of bii lermoni girea eridenoe of 
the maturity and manlinen of hii undentanding. They exhibited no jurenile 
iplendour of language, no ittaining for original or unexpected remark ; ambi- 

■ Theildatnn, Sir Patrick, one of thabarcn of axduqiicr in Sonthnd, and tha jvunrer 
Sir Gaoif a, well known ai B quarter. muter-genenl o( lbs anny under the duke or Wel- 
llnglou, aHerwanliiBcralary of Hate Gh' the mlanlea, aiid mamber of parll&mcnt Tdt Psrlli- 
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lion of reliii«d, or mxmdite Ingmiidtjr. The lubjaeU were judidooily dioMii, 
andttieinouinftnictiTs nnd intelligent traiteent of them prefeired HiiraBKiii- 
ing wM cogant eod coroct ; bit illmlralioo* latloDml and just ; nnd hU rtyle, 
whidi neither cuuited nor rejected onuunent, mi cUaically pure, uid appro- 
priate. Uii roanner me atill laaa florid tlun hia dutiea. He ckiried to the 
pulpit the whb unpretending timplidty, with wbidi be appeared in lociely ; and 
from hia care to araid alfectatian end all rhetorical attempt! of doubtful luc- 
OMi, he might, to the UDdijcciraing hare aome sppeanmoe of coldiieii ; but by 
tboH who folt iuch an intareat in the matter, aa wai due to iu ezceUence, no 
defect of eoergy or animatiou in the maDoer ma obeenable. If it had no ur- 
tiBdal decoration, it had no otTenaiTe meaaneaa. As a preacbw, D* Jfinlayvon 
mw nearly what Coirper deecribea in the following Unea ;— - 
*' Simple, grara, siixMre, 

Id doMrina nncarrupt; hi language plain: 

And plain In manner. Decent, solemn, chaste, 

And natiuml In gtstun." 

During Ae conzae of the year in whidi he obtained hii lioenta, the duke of 
Athole offered Mr Fialayaon the liring of Dunkeld. Of this oAer be trould 
hare been exceedingly glad to accept, bad he not reoeiTed informalioD from Sir 
William Murray, that a plan wa* in agitation to procure for him the chair of 
logic in the uDiTenity of Edinbnrgh. Thia unlooked toe proapect gave an en* 
tirely diftiirent direction to his ambition ; and be wa* induced to decline the 
duke's offer. 

The negotiation, however, reelecting the pnrf b aao i a b ip, did not proceed ao 
tmoothly as was antidpated. Air Brace, who at that time held the chair, had 
accompanied the present lord Melrille as trarelling companion In hia tour on 
the oontinant, and having gone off without giring in his resignation, or malting 
final arrangementa, many difBcultiea arose, which oocnpied more than a year b^ 
fore they were completely settled, and Mr Finlayson put in poasemion of the 
chair. In the meanwhile. Sir William Murray, by hia influenoe with the bmily 
of Dundaa of Amiston, obtained for bim tho living of Borthwtck, which, while 
it was in such a near neighbourhood to Edinburgh aa to admit of Us holding 
both it and the profeuonhip, secured bim in the meantime an independence 
in the event of the failure of the negotiation for the chair. Mr Finlayson waa 
ordained miniiter of Bwthwick on the 6th of A^, 1787. He had, however, 
at the commencement of the session of that year assumed the duti«e of the logic 
dan, and it may therefore be easily believed, that tbe labour ha had to iinde^ 
in preparing for his ordination, and at the tame time being obliged to write bia 
lecture for the followiug day'a delivery, required a very extraordinary d^rea 
' of application, and great vigour of intellect ; and the accuracy of hit knowledge 
is rendered more remarkable from the &ct, that many trf the lectum thus hur- 
riedly written off; served him without tranecription to the end of his life. 

During the tuoceeding sumnMr, be added to hia other laboun a oourse of 
parochial visitation, which, although very common in Scotland, had in hit 
parish been discontinued for upwards of thirty yean. This pmctice he com- 
menced at the suggestion of Dr Robertson, whoee due appreciation of the duties 
of a clei^yman was no lees reiiMrkable than his splendid abilities. But ai- 
tbough he felt the bithfu) diacbaige of parodiial duties to be itrongly ii^ 
cumbent on bin, the labour whkh be had thua to undergo nat too great for hia 
constitution, and his parenb used to refer to the toils of this period of his life, 
as havii^ town the seeds of those organic diaeatat which ultinwtely proved fUaU 
AbilJtiea auch aa Mr Flnlayaon pomtased, could not long remain unacknow* 
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ledfed. Tha itation* which he occupied, hit own ^lullficatlon*, and the ooo* 
nexion which be had foimod with dio Aniirtoii fkmily, more puUculorly with 
the late lori MeMlle, opeoed up objects of ambiUou which wive afterwardi 
completely realiMd. Hii (aleoU for buiinen had been obterred and juMly ap- 
pT«ciat«d by lord Melrille; and it mu thei«ror« detennined, that on the firat 
mcancy, ba should be remored to Edinburgh, where hia practical lalenli would 
be of eMential lerrice in iiipporting that lyitani of ectJeuaiticfl] polity which 
hii lordship had long maintained, and whidi had for many years directed the 
measures of the general assembly. Accordingly, in 1790, he waa preeenlcd by 
the msgiitratea of Edinburgh to lady Yester's church ; on the death of Dr 
Hobertaon in 1 793, be waa appointed to lucoeed that distinguished man in the 
collegiate church of the old (irey>PViars ; and on a vacancy taking place in 
the high church, in the year 1799, he waa remored to that collegiate charge. 
This last was oonudered the moat hononrable appointmeot in the oburoh of Snot- 
land, and it waa, at (he time, rendered more deairable from the circumatance, 
tl>at he bad for his colleague the celebrated Dr Hugh Blair; whose funeral ser- 
mon, boweTer, he was called upon to preach in little more than a year after he 
became his colleague. The uniTecsity of Edinburgh conferred on him Iht 
honour of doctor (^dirinity: and in the year 1909, he was chosen moderate 
of the general aiaembly, being the hi^eat mark of respect whidi hit brethren 
of the church could confer on him. 

Dr Finlayson Ifad now obtained erery honounble preferment which, aa a 
clergyman of the church of Scotland, was attainable in tlie line of hia prof^ion. 
His intluenoe in the church wna now greatly extended, and nothing of any im- 
portance waa Iraosacted in the eccleriastical courts without his advice and direc- 
ticm. Among hia own party, hia sway waa unlimited ; and even those who dif- 
fered from him in church politics, freely acknowledged the honounble and 
straight Ibntard honesty of his conducL The means by which he raised himself 
to be the leader of hia party were very difierent from those used by any of his 
predeceasua, who had all beea distinguished for the brilliancy of their oraloii' 
cal powers. Dr Finlayson, itell aware of the nature of his talents, eilnblished 
bit ascendency on the wisdom of his councils, and liit knowledge of the lain 
and conatitution of the diurch. 

Towards the beginning of 1S05, Dr Pinlayson's constitution eridently bemaie 
impaired. In mder to try the eAecta (rf* country air, he apent the greater part 
of the Htunn of that year with hii brother ; but without deriring any perma- 
nent benefit. His health, howeTer, waa so far restored, that he was enabled to 
perform the duties of his class during the fallowing winter; but in the course 
of the year 1807, he became considerably worse; yet the good etfecta of a 
lour which be look, accompanied by some of his flrienda, led him to hope that 
he might be able to undergo the fatigue of the following aestion ; and, accord- 
ingly, be not only opened his claai, but continued for some time to delirer bis 
leduras. At length he uas constrained to accept of the assistance of one of his 
earliest friends, his leapected colleague, the very Re*. Principal Baird, who 
taught the class during the remainder of that session. Dr FinUyaon's disease 
iucveaaed with much rapidity, and on the SSth of January, 1309, while con- 
versing with principal iJaird, he was seized with a paralytic aHection, which de- 
prived him of the faculty of speech, and the power of moving one sideL Among 
tite few words he was able to articulate was the following impresrive sentence : — 
" 1 am about to pass to a belter habitation, where all who believe in Jesus ahall 
ODler." He died on the 99th of January, L 808, in the fiftieth year of his age; 
and waa interred in the cathedral diurch of Dumblane. 

Dr Finlayson waa rather below the middle tit«. His appearanoe indicated 
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nothing' wMdi «■■ oaletilatad ta InjinM a abtangm nbma fint iutroduMd to hini, 
Hb maniMr, U> tlioM who did not know him, appeared fbrmal, and oren ditUnt 
and ■fa]', but WH la tnith timple and unpraumiDg ; dMrac(«rutic* nhich ttrongw 
ly marked hii mfcd. With a juit ooufidenoa in himielf which iu nerer aflocted 
to diaguiie, he wM wlthoat that miity whidi roakM pr«teniioiu to thoae quali* 
flcationi Hhidi he did not poaeM. Hi» feolingi ware naturally keen; and he 
made no attempt to lotten hit raprehenrion of any eonduct which wai equiroixl 
or baM. Hit perfect sincerity and unconidouine« of any hoUile inipreMion 
which required to be ooneealed, gave hii deportment towarda hii political oppo- 
nenu an appearance of blunlneMi When his IHendi applied to him for ndrii 
II lliey uniformly did in every difficulty. If he thought that tbey had acted 
imiw, he told them to with expllcilneM and bterity ; for he arowed the utmoit 
nntempt of that tquaaniiih leniihility whidi requlrei to be " twaddled and dan- 
dled " into a leme of duty. Such, howsTer, woa the peiauaiion of the excet ' 
lence of hit oountel, and the purity of hit intentiont, that, notwithilanding thit 
primitire plainnett of manner, even hit political opponent*, in ptdnla of butineai 
unconnected with party, are laid to hare tteen occaiionally guided by hit judg- 
ment. In oouTenation he preterred the tame artlea tincerity ; and wot per- 
Iiap* too itrict a reatoner to be very lively or amuiing ai the companion of a 
relaxing hour. But although little qualified himtelf to thine in lively oonverta- 
tion, he wat pleated with it tn othert ; and often, where be wai on Intimate 
habiti, be led the way for tha display of the talenla of hit trienda, by provoking 
a harmlcM and inoflbniive raillery. In the more terioua office* of fVieodihip, 
waa un wearied ; for hti kindnen at well at hit adrlce, hit pune at well a* 
hii personal exertions, were ever at the commaod of those whom he etteemed. 

Of his manner in the pulpit at hit fint appearance at a preacher, tome lio- 
;ount hat already beeo given ; and it never underwent any material dange. 
But hit lermoni partook of that progreniTe improvement which hit mind derived 
from the daily exerclie of hit power*, and the exteniion of hit knowledge^ 

He wat cautious of exhibiting himself at an author ; hit only publication^ 
being two oocaiional sermons, and a short account of Dr Blair. He likewite 
printed, but did not pubiith the " Headt of an Argument" on a question de- 
pending before the ecckeinstical court*. The lait production fiimithed an ex- 
rallent tpecimen of his practical powers in the art which it was hit province to 
teach. He likewite contented, a few hourt before hit death, that a volume of 
hit termona should be published, and the profits of the tale given in aid of the 
widoiv't iiind of the chureh of Scotland. 

At a teacher of logic, he acquitted himtelf in a manner luch at might have 
Hen expected from hit talenta, induitry, and Integrity ; restricting himself to 
inculcate the knowledge already acquired in the department of philoeophy, 
rather than making any attemptt at originality. 

PLE.^INU, RoBEBT, an eminent divine and theological writer, wat the ton of 
(he Re*. Bob^ Fleming, a clei^man, firtt at Cambuilang, and alUrnardt at 
Rotterdam, and author of a well known work, entitled " The Fulfilling of the 
iptures." The tubject of thit memoir T«oeived hit education partly in hit 
naUfe country, and pnrtly in the univertitjet of Leyden and Utrecht, He flrtt 
effidated a* a clergyman to the Englith congregation at Leyden, and ofterwarda 
tncceeded to the church at Rotterdam, where hit father died in 16tt4. 
In the year I6S8, be removed to London, to tettle at pastor of the Scottish con- 
gregation In Lothbury ; not only at the eantest Inritation of the people, but by 
the detire of king William, with whom he had formed an intimacy in Holland, 
'lliit monarch used frequently to tend for Fleming, to comult with him upon 
Scouish affhit* ; an inieroovrte conducted, at the dedre of the divine, with the 
greatest tecvecy. ii ss 



lyGoogle 



S22 BOBBRT FLEHINQ. 

Fleming, Aongh • diBaenter from t1i« ofanroh of Bootland, ■■ aow ntablithed, 
waa >D admirer of her fundamental and original inititutfon. It wu not inoon> 
Kitent with tbii profenion, that be Eealonilj upheld beredllarj mocarcbj ■■ • 
pinoiple in government. Popery in the ohnrcb, and tyranny in the atate, wera 
what be moat defeated. In peraonal character, Fleming was a piona, mild, and 
aiEible man. In learning, bo Blood very high, being ooDTeraant not only with 
the fathers and conncila, and the accledaatlcal and dvil hiatoriana, bnt with tha 
Oriental Unguagea, the Jewiah Babbii, and the whole circle of polite anthora, 
ancient and modern. On acoonnt of hia amiable manner* and extenaire know, 
ledge, he was held in great eateetn both by the foreign oniTeraitiea, and by the 
moat learned persona at home. The arohbiahop of Canterbury, and many other 
eminent dignitariea of the Engttah ehnreh, extended their friendahip to him. By 
the diaaenting clergymen of the city, though oonneoted with a different national 
church, he waa choaen one of the preacher* of the merchant*' Tuesday lectAre 
at Salter*' haU. Lord Carmichael, tbs secretary of state for Scotland, oflhred 
him the olBce of principal of the nniTeraity of Glaagow, which he deoUued, from 
oonacientioua acrupleo. 

Fleming pabliabed variooa worka in diTinily ; but the moat remarkable was a 
disoonrse, printed in 1701, on ■■ the lUse and Fall of the Papacy." lAke many 
other ainoerely pious men of that sge, he waa deeply affected by the poaitloo in 
which the proteatant religion stood in reipect of the papacy, threatened a* Great 
Britain waa, by the power of France, and the designs of a catbolio claimant of 
the throne. Proceeding npon the myateriea of the Apocalypse and other data, 
he made •ome oalcnlalion* of a very alriking nature, and which were atraugdy 
reriSed. On the tubject of the pouring out of the fourth nal, he *ayi : — " 'Iliere 
i* ground to hope, that, about the heginning of another aucb century, thing* 
■ay again alter for the tietter, for I cannot but hope that some new mortifica- 
tion of Die chief auppoHen of antichrist uill then happen; and perfaap* the 
Fi«nch monarchy may begin to be conaideiably humbled about that time : that, 
whereat the present Frencli king takes for hia moUo, Nte pturibu* impar, lie 
may at length, or rather hia aucoea*ot«, and the monarcliy itaelf, (at leaat before 
the yeu 17if4,) be forced to acknowledge, that, in respect to neighbouring po- 
tentates, be ia eren tingvli* impar, 

" But as to Ihe ex^ration of this nal," he continues, *' 1 do fear it will not 
be until the year L794. The reason of which conjecture is this — that I find 
the pope got a new foundation of exaltadon when Juatinian, upon hia conqueal 
of Italy, left it in a greet measure to the pope^ management, being willing to 
eclipse hit own authority to adrance that of this haughty prelate. Now, Ihit 
being in the year fifi3, thia, by the addition of 1860, reochet down to the year 
1811 ; which, accwding to prophetical account, ia (he year IT^i, And then 
I do BUppoee the fourth rial will end and the lifth commenoe, by a new morti- 
fication of the papacy, after this vial has lasted 14S yeara; which indeed is 
long in compariaon with the former viala ; but if it be conaidered in relation 
to the fourth, fiah, and aizth liumpeta, it ia but ihort, seeing the fourth lasted 
ISO yean, the filth 303, and the aixth 393." 

It is important to observe, that Fleming immediately subjoins, that he gai* 
" his speculations of what is future, no higher character tlum guesses." He 
adds : " therefore, in the fourth and last place, we may juatly auppoae that the 
PrentA monarchy, after it haa acorched otlwsn, will itself consume by doing to; 
it* Hre and Uiat which it the fuel that mainlaina it, reating inaentibly till lo- 
warda the end of this century, aa the Spaniah monarchy did befca«, towards the 
end of the aixteenth age." 

la the month of January, 17D3, when Louia XVL was about to sufi^ on 
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the •oaflbid) Uie apparent prediolioai of Fletiibg> CMne into notice in tbe BritiBh 
Duwtpapen. Agi^, in 1848, the attempt to liberate Italj, and the temporarj 
flight of the pope, attracted altention to Fleming'! veij remarkable caloolation 
•a to the lima of tbe pouring, out of the fifth *ial. "Tliit jadgment," aaya he, 
"irill probably begin about the year 1T94, and expire about the year 1848} 
. . , , for I do anppoae that, aeeing the pope received the title of inpreme 
biahop DO aoOQer than the year 606, he caunot be auppoMd to bare any vial 
poured ont upon hla aeat immediately (ao aa to ruin Lli authoritj to lignally aa 
tliia judgment moat be auppoaed to do) tmtil the year 1848, which ia the date 
of the 1260 yeaia in prophetical, account, when they are reckoned from the 
year 606," 

The anxiety of Ihli worthy man reapecting the fate of proteitantiam and Ihe 
Hanorer aucceaion, at length brought on a diieaae which obilrucled hi* use- 
fulneaa, and threatened his life. Though lie reoorered from it, and lired aonte 
yean, hit feeble conatitution finally Bank under hi* grief for the loaa of 
ioate dear frienda, the death of aome noble patriota, die dirisiona amongit 
proteatanti, and the confedenicy of France and Home to bind Europe in chaina. 
He died May 84, 1716. 

FLETCHEB, Asdbbw, bo much celebrated for hi* patriotism and political 
knowledge, wa* the aon of Sir Robert Fletcher of Salton and Innerpetler, by 
Catharine Bruce, daughler of Sir Henry Bruce of Clackmannan, and wbb boni in 
the year iSSS. His deacent was truly noble, hii Cither being the fifth in a 
direct line from Sir Bernard Fletcher of the county of York, and hi* mother of 
the noble laca <tf Bruce; the patriarch of the family of Clacknunnan, having 
been the third aon of Robert de Bnioe, lord of Annandale, grandfather of 
Rt^rt de Bruce, king of Scot*. The subject of thi* memoir had the misfor- 
Uina to lo«e hi* father in early youth ; but he was, by that piui^nt, on his death- 
bed, consigned to the cars of Gilbert Burnet, then niinister of Salton, and 
afierworda bishop of Salisbury, who carefully instructed him in literature and 
religion, as H'ell as in the principles of free government, of which Fletcher be- 
came afterwards such an eminent advocate. After completing his courae of 
education under hi* excellent preceptor, he went upon hi* tiavela, and spent 
several yean in surveying the nianneia and examining the institutions of the 
principal continental states. Hi* first appearance as a public character was in 
the parliament held by Jamea, duke of York, at royal commissioner, in the year 
1G61. In thi* parliament Fletcher sat as commissioner for the ^ire of East 
Lothian, and manifested the moet determined oppoiitioo to the arbitrary and 
tyraonieal measures of the courL In a short time he found it necessary to 
withdraw biooel^ fint into England, to consult with his reverend preceptor, 
Dr Burnet, aitd afterwards, by hi* advice, to Holland. For his oppoeition to 
the lest, and to the general spirit of the government, he was, not long after, 
summoned to appear before the lords of bis majesty's privy council at Edinburgh. 
Of tlie spirit of thiB court, the most abominable that has disgraced the annals 
of Great Britain, Fletcher was loo well aware to put himself in it* power, and 
for hi* non-appearance he was outlawed and his estate conliscatBd. Holland 
was at tliis time the resort of many of the beat men of botli kingdoms, who 
had been obliged to eapotriata themselves, to escape the fury of an infatuated 
government, and with these Fletcher formed the eloeett intimacy. In the year 
loss, he accompanied Baillie of Jerviawood to England, in order to concert 
nmasuna with Ihe frienda of liberty there, and wa« admitted into the secrets of 
lord RuMell's council of six. This assembly coosiiled of the duke of Mon- 
mouth, the lords Runell, E«mx, and Howard, Algernon Sydney, and John 
Hampden, grandson to the immortal pitiiot of that name. Tyranny was, bow- 



lyGoogle 



324 



ANDREW FLETCHER. 



flt«r, at thU tiine, triumphant MonDouth wu obUgsd to RtMOond ; RimmU km 
epprehended, tried, and executed, principally througfa the eridenoe of Ut a^ 
lociate lord Howard, who wu an unprindpied wretdi, Ehcx wu iupriion«d, 
and eitber cut hie own throat, or had it cut by amiiini, — biMory haf uanr d»- 
tcmilned which. Sydney mu executed, and Howard lubject^ to a 6n« of 
flirty thouiand pouodi iterlin^. M&ny other penotu of inferior note were 
executed for this plot Jertiiwood fell into the handi of the Scottiib ad- 
ininitlrBtioD, and oat nictt illegally and iniquitouily put to dealh, Fleldier 
too wa« eagerly aought aAer, and, had he been apprehended, would certainly 
hare ihnred the Bame fate. He, however, etcaped again to the 
where he devoted his time to the study of public law, and for 
to have had little correspondence with bii native country. 

In the beginning of the year I6SS, when Jamea VII. acceded to the throne 
of Britain, Fletdier came to the Hague, where were aoembled Monmouth, 
Argyle, Melville, I'olwoith, Torwoodlie, Mr Jamea Stuart, lord Stair, and mcny 
other gentlemen, both Scottish and English, when the unfortunate expeditions of 
Atgyle and Monmouth were concerted. It docs not appear, however, that 
Fletcher was a leader among these gentlemen. His temper was of the most 
stem and unaccommodating^ lAnracter, and he was bent upon setting up a cmd- 
monwealth in Scotland, or at leaat a monarchy so limited as to bear very little 
reeemblance to a kingdom. He bad drunk deep of the s^rit of ancient 
Greece, with which the greater part of his assodatea, patriots though they were, 
had no great at^uaintanca, and he had a consdousiiess of hit own superiority 
that could not go well down with those feudal diieftains, who luppoeed that 
their birth alone entitled them to precedency in coundl, as well aa to command 
in the field. Hia own country was certainly dearer to him than any other, and 
in it he was likely to put forth hia energiee with the greatest effect ; yet from hia 
dissadi&ctiun with their plana of operation, he did not embark with his oouo' 
trymen, but with the duke of Monmouth, in whom, If successful, he expected 
lets obstruction to his republican views. Fletdier was certainly at the outset 
wannly attadied to Monmouth's tcheme of landing in England, though he iubee- 
quently wished it to be laid aude ; and he afterwards told Burnet, that Mon- 
juth, though a weak young man, was sentible of the imprudence of hia 
adventure, but that he was pushed on to it against hia own tense and reason, 
and wat piqued upon the point of honour In hazarding hia person with hit 
frienda. He accordingly landed at Lynn, in Donelahire, on the llth of June, 
1695, with about an hundred followers, of whom the subject of this memoir 
was one of the most ditlii^ished. Crowds of people soon flocked to join the 
■tandard of Monmouth, and, had he been qualified for such alUrs at that he 
bad now undertaken, the revolution of 1688 might perhaps have been antici- 
pated. He, however, possoMed no such qualifications, nor did those on whom 
be had prindpally depended. Lord tiray, to whom he had given the command 
of the horse, was sent out with a mall party to disperse a detachment nf 
militia that had been aswmbled to oppose him. The militia retreated before 
the troopt of Monmouth, who stood firm ; but Gray, their genera), fled, car- 
rying back to hit camp the news of a defeat, which wat in a ahort time contra- 
dicted by the return of the troopt in good order. Uonmoulh had intended to 
join Fletcher along with Gray in the command of his cavalry, and the Scottish 
patriot certainly would not have fled, to long ea one man ttood by him ; but 
unfortunately, ti the very time when Gray wat out on the service in which he 
so completely disgraced his character, Fletcher wat sent out in another direction, 
in which he was scarcely lev unfortunate, having, in a penonal quanel about a 
hoise wbidi he had too hastily laid hold of for hit own use, killed the maym ot 
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Lynn, lAo had neirly Mme in to jwn ths Incurgent wmy, in canMqu«nc« of 
which he wm under the necenity of leaTjn^ lh« camp immediBlely. The 
mehnctioly fate of Monmouth is generally known. 

Though there cannot be a doubt that the ihooting of the mayor of Lynn 
WM the real cajie of Fletcher'i abandoning the enterprise so early, he himself 
never admitted IL He had joined, he said, the duke of Monmouth on the foot- 
ing' of hii manifeitaUoni, which promised U> provide for the permanent tecurity 
of ciTil liberty and the proteatant religion, by the calling of af general congress 
of delegates from the people at large, to form a ftve cooBtitution of goTern- 
ment, in which no claim to the throne woj tu be admitted, but with the free 
dioice of the representatiret of the people. From the proclaiming of Mon- 
mouth king, which was done at Taunton, he aaw, he said, that he had been 
deceired, and resolved to proceed no further, every step from that moment 
being treason againit the jiMt right* of the tuition, and deep treachery oo the 
part of Monmouth, At any rate, finding that he could be no longer useful, he 
left Taunton, and erabarited aboard a vessel for Spain, where lie no sooner ai^ 
rived, than he waa thrown into prison, and on the application of the British 
ambassador, was ordered to be delivered up and transmilted to London in a 
Spanish ship fitted up for that purpose. In this hopeless situation, looking one 
morning through the bars of his dungeon, he wa* accosted by a person, who 
made signs that he wished to speak with him. Looking around him, Fletcher 
perceived an open door, at which be was met by hij deliverer, with whom he 
paswd unraoleried through three different military guards, all of whom seemed 
to be fast asleep, and without being permitted lo return thanks to his guide, 
nmde good hia eecape, with the assistance of one who evidently had been aent 
for the espreaa purpose, but of whom he never obtained the smallest informa- 
tion. Travelling la disguise, he proceeded through Spain, and considering 
himself out of danger, nude a leisurely pilgrimage through the country, amiu- 
Ing himself in the libraries of the convents, where he had the good fortune lo 
find many rare and curious hooks, some of which he was enabled to purchase 
and bring along with him, to the enriching of the excellent library be had al- 
ready formed at his seat of Sollon, in East Lothian. In the course of his 
peregrinations, he made several very narrow escapes, among whicii the follow- 
ing b remarkable, a* having apparently furnished the hint for a similar incident 
in a well-known fiction. He was proceeding to a town where he intended to 
have poised the night ; but in the skirts of a wood, a few miles from thence, 
upon entering s rood to the right, he was warned by a woman of respectable 
appearance to take the leA hand road, as there would be danger in tlie other 
direction. Upon his arrival, he found the citizen* alarmed by the new* of a 
robbery and muxder, which had taken place on the mad against which he had 
been cautioned, and in which he would have certainly been implicated, 
through an abeiird Spaniih law, even although not seen to commit any crime. 
After learing Spain, he proceeded into Hungary, where he entered as a 
volunteer into the army, and distinguished himself by hi* gallantry and 
military talents. From this distajit scene of activity, bowover, he was toon re- 
called by the eHbrti that at length were making to break the yi^e of tyranny 
and the Rsfl* of the oppressor that had ao long Iain heavy on the kingdom of 
Brit^n^ Coining to llw Hague, be found there his old friend*. Stair, Melville, 
Polworth, Cardro**, Stuart of Coltness, Stuart of Goodtrees, Dr Burnet, and 
Mr Cunningham, who itill thought his principles high and extravagant, though 
they aatociated with him, and were happy to have the influence of his name 
and the weight of hi* talents to aid cfaein on so momentous an occasion. 
Though not permitted to be a leader in the great yitak of die revolution, tor 
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which, indeed, bnih his prlndplet, which irare so different {mm those of tba 
tuen who ejected it, and liia intractable and imyioldipg temper, alike diiquali- 
fied hiui, he came home in the train of hin couDtrymen, who, by that great 
event were reitocsd to their country and to their rightful poHeuiani ; and, •!> 
cording to the ataleroeat of the earl of Buchan,' made a uoble appearance in 
tlie coorention trhiiJi met in Scotland after the reroliUiun for BsUling the new 
goremment. Lockhart of Carnwath, who itaa no friend to llie new gorern- 
inent, nor of the principles upon which it wai founded, takei no notice of Uiii 
portion of the life of Fletcher, though he ii large upon hi« ipeechet, and indeed 
erery part of his conduct, when he oilernardi became a riolent oppoutionuL 

In the year 1Q03, when erery efTort to bring about a counter rerolution WM 
made, Fletcher, though itrongly, and perhapi justly, diiguited with king Wil- 
liam, renouncing Bvery lelfiah principle, and anxioui only to promote the wel- 
&re of the country, exerted himself tu the utmoet to preaerre what had been aU 
readj attained in the way of a free government, though it came far short of what 
he wished, and what he fondly, too fondly, hoped the nation had been ripe to 
bear. In all that regarded the public welfare, he was indeed indefatigable, and 
that without any appearance of interested nioUfefc He wu the fint friend and 
patron of that extraordinary man, William FalerMn, to whom the honour of the 
furmation of the tiank of England ought, in jusUca, to be ascribed, and 
who projected the Darien company, the moet splendid idea of coluoiiation 
that was erer attempted to be put in practice^ " Fatenoa," tays Sir John 
Ualrymple, " on his return to London, formed a friendsliip with Mr Flet- 
cher, of Salton, whoM mind wat inflamed with the love of public good, 
and all of whose ideas to procure it had a sublimity in them. Fletcher 
disliked England, merely becauM he loved Scotland to exrasi, and thera- 
fore the report common in Scotland ii probably tme, that he was the per- 
son who penuaded Fatenon to tnut the fate of hit project to hii own couiUry- 
men alone, and to let Ihem have the sole benefit, glory, and danger in it, for in 
its danger Fletcher deemed some of its glory to consist. Although Fletcher 
had noCliing to hope for, and nothing to fear, because he had a good estate and 
no children, and though he was of the country party, yet, in all his schemes fur 
the public good, he was in use to go as readily to the king's miniilen, as to his 
own friends, being indifferent who had the honour of doing good, provided it 
was done. His house of Salton, in east Lothian, was near to that of the mar- 
quis of Tweeddale, then nunister fur Scotland, and they were often together. 
Fletcher brought Faterson down l« Scotland with him, presented him to the mar- 
quis, and tlien, ivilh that power which a lehsment spirit altfays possesses over a 
diffident one, penimded the statesman, by argumenta of public good, and of the 
honour that would redound to his administration, to adopt the project Lord 
Stair and Mr Johnston, the two secretAries of state, patronized those abilities in 
Palenon, which they possessed in thenuelres, and the lord advocate. Sir James 
Stewart, the same man who had adjusted the prince of Orange's dadaratlMi at 
the revolution, and whose son wat married to a daughter of lord Stair, went na- 
turally along with his connexions." From the above, it appears that Fletcher, 
next to the projector, Palerson, who was, like himself, an ardent lover of liberty, 
had the principal hand in forwarding the colonization of Darien, and to hit s 
dent and expansive mind, we have no doubt, that the plan owed some, at leai 
of its excellencies, and also, perhaps, the greatest <^ its defects. " Fn 
this period," remarks lord Buchan, " till the meeting of the Union Par- 
liament, Fletcher was uniform and indefatigable in his parliamentary conduct, 
continually attentive to the riglils of the people, and jealous, as every friend of hit 
t Life of Flatchu of Saikm. 
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coanbry ought to be, of their inrasion by the kin^ and hii minlftera, for it is u 
miidi of the nature of kin^ and miniilan to iDTsdetuid destroy the righta of the 
people, aiitii of foxM and Heaseli to rifle a poultry yard, and destroy Ihe poultry. 
All of them, therefore," continue* hit lordihip, " ought to be Tnattltd." Among 
other thing! that Fletcher judged oeceuary for the preserration of public liberty, 
wHi that of DtUiDnal militia. In a difcoum upon this iub}e<:t, he layi, " a good 
and ettbctiTO militia it of wch importance to a nation, that it ii the chief part of 
the conititutian of any free goreniinenL Forthougti, ni U> other' tbingi the con* 
itituiion be nerer to ilight, ft good militia will slwayapreserre the public liberty; 
but in the best conititution that erer waa, at to all other partt of goTerninent, if 
the militia be not upon a right footing, the liberty of that people muitperiih." 
Scotland, erer since the union of crown*, had been itripped of all her im- 
portance in a national point of Tien, and the great object at thii time wa* to 
exclude English influence from her fwmcili, and to restore har to her original 
■tale of independence ; a thing which could narer be accompllthed, *o long a* 
the king of Scotland wii the king of England. Janwi the sixth, when he suc- 
ceeded to the English crown, wiser than any of his stateemen, taw this difliculty, 
and propoeed to obriate it by the only poMible raeans, a union of the two king^ 
donH ; but owing to the inreterale prejudice* of so many aget, neither of the 
kingdoms could at that time be brought to tubmit to Ihe judidous proposal. 
Fletcher and his compatriots saw nliat had bean die miserable erils, but they 
saw not the proper remedy; hence, they pursued a plan that, but for the supe- 
rior wisdom of the English, would hare separated the crowns, brought on hce- 
tilitiea, and the entire subjection of the country, by force of arms. In all the 
measure* whidi had for their object the annihilating of English influence, 
Flelcber had the principal hand, and there were some of them of singular bold- 
ness. In case of the crowns of the two kingdoms continuing to be worn by one 
person, the following, after pointing out in strong terms the enls that had ac- 
crued to Scotland from this unfortunate association, were the limitations pro- 
posed by Fleldier : — " 1st, That elections shall be made at every MichaelmM 
head cmirt, for a new poriiament erery year, to sit the first of Norember next 
following, and a^oum thenvelre* from time to time till next Midiaelmas — that 
Ibey Ghoo«e their own preiident, and that every thing shall be determined by 
balloting, in place of voting. 3d, That so many lesser barons shall be added 
to ibe parliament, as there hare been noblemen created since the lost augmenta- 
tion of ihe number of the barons, and that in all time coming, for erery nobleman 
that shall be created, there shall be a boron added to the parliamenL 3d, 
That no man hare a yole in parliament but a nobleman or elected members. 
4th, That the king* shall give the sanction to all laws ol!ered by the estates, 
and that the president of the parliament be empowered by his majesty to gire 
the sanction in his absence, and hare ten pounds sterling a day of uJary. fith, 
That a committee of one-and-tiiirty membeTi, of which nine to be a quorum, 
chosen out of their own number by erery parliament, shall, during the intemls 
of parliament, under the king, hare the administmtion of the government, be 
hi* council, and accountable to the next parliament, with power, on extraordi- 
nary occasions, to coll the parliament together, and that, in said council, all things 
be determined by balloting, in place of Toting, 6tb, That the king, without 
consent of parliament, shall not hare the power of making peace and war, or tbat 
of oonduding any treaty with any other slate or potentate. 7th, That all places 
and offices, both dril and military, and all pensions formerly conferred by o 
kings, shall ever after be given by parliamenL 8ih, That no regiment or coi 
pany of hone, foot, or dragoons, be kept on foot in peace or war, but by conse 
of parliament. 9th, That all the fencible men of the nation betwixt sixty and 
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uxteen, be with all diUgsnea potilble ariMd with bajMuU and Brahiolu aU of 
n calibre, and uontiDue alway* proridttd in md) arata, with anuutQitioa tuiufal*. 
113th, That no geoeial indemuity nor (Mrdon for any tmugrsnion sgainit the 
public iliotl bn valid without connnt of parUaoMnL Llth, That tta« fifteen 
■enoCon of tha college of juMJce ihall be incapable of being memberi of patii»- 
ui«Qt, or of any other office or pension but tlie talary that belongi to their plaos, 
to be incnoied ai the parliament ihall think fit; that tiie office of pmident 
fhnU be in three of theii number to be named by parliament, and that there Ue 
no exliaordioory lords. And alio, that the lordi of the jurtioe court dloll be 
diitinct firom Chat of the isMioa, and under the oame reitriction& 13th, That if 
iny king break in upon any of theae condition! of goramment, be shall, by the 
eilatei, be declared to have forfeited the crown." The aboTe limitatiant did not 
pais the bouse, though tbey met with eery general support; yet, something liule 
short of them were really passed, and receiTed the royal astenU Tlie so much 
applauded Act of Security made many proriiions respecting tlie mode of {voceed- 
ing In parliament in case of tha queen's death, with the oonditiona under 
which tlie successor to the irown of England wu to be allowed to luooeed 
to that of Scotland, which were to be, " at least, freedom of nangation, fne 
imimicotion of trade, and liberty of the plantations to the kingdom and aub- 
jecl« of Scotland, established by the parliament of Ejigland," It also prorided, 
" that the wbcde protectant heritors with all the burghs of the kingdom, ahould 
forthwith provide themseUec with fire-arms, for all the fencible men who were 
protestanti within their respec^re bounds, and they were further ordained and 
appointed to exercise the mid fencible men onoe a month, at leiat. The wme 
parliament passed an act anent peace and war, which provided, among other thing*, 
that after her majesty's death, and &iling beiri of her body, no person, at the 
iB time king or queen of Scotland and England, shall have sale power of 
making war with any prince, state, or potentate whatsoever, without consent of par- ' 
liament A propoeol mode at this time forsettling the succesnon, as the English 
parliament hod done in the house of Hanover, was treated with the utmost am- 
tempt, some propoeing to bum it, and others insisting tluU tlie member who 
pmpnaed it ^ould 1>e sent to the castle, and it was at lost thrown out by a ma* 
jority of fifly-aeveo voice*. Another limitation proposed by Fletcher, was, that 
all places, offices, and pensions, which had been formerly given by our king, 
should, after her majesty and heirs of her body, be conferred only by parliament 
o long a* the crowns remained united. " Without this limitation," ha continue*, 
' our poverty and subjection to the court of England will every day increoae, and 
the question we have now before us, is, whether we will be &ee-«ten, or slaves 
for ever 7 whether we will continue to defend or break the yoke of our indepen- 
dence 7 and whether we will choose to live poor and miserable ; or rich, free, 
and happy 7 Let do man think to object that thi* limitation take* away Ihr 
whole power of the prince ; for the lame condition of government is found in 
one of the most absolute monarchies of the world, China." Quoting the aulho- 
lity of Sir William Temple for this fact, he continue*, " and if, under the great- 
eat absolute monarchy of the wcnid, In a country where (he prince actually re- 
sides — if among heatheiu this be accounted a necemary part of government for 
the encouragement of virtue, shall it be denied to christians living under a 
prince who resides in another nadon ? Shall it be denied to people wbo have a 
right to liberty, and yet are not capable of any, in their present drcumstancee, 
without thi* limitation." We cannot refrun copying the following sentence* on 
ihe benefit* he anticipated from the measure : — " This limitation will undoubt- 
edly enridi the nation by stopping that perpetual issue of money to England, which 
hn* reduced this country to extreme poverty. This limitation does not flatter 
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oa with (he bopM of richei, by an anMrtain {irojact— dooi not require lo much 
u the condition of our own indintry ; but by lanag gmt lunu to the country, 
will eTery year furnish & itock sufficient to carry oa a conuderable trade, or 
to eitafalith tome lue&l manufacture at home iHlh the highest probabilitj of suc- 
e«N : because, our iniDiat«is, by this rule of gOTemment, would be (reed &om the 
influence of English councils, and our tiade be entirely in our own hands, and 
not uoder the povrer of the court, as it was in the afUr of Darien, If we do 
not attain this limitation, our attendance at London will continue to drain this 
nation of all those sums which should be a stodc for tzsde. Besides, by frequent- 
ing that court, we not only spend our money, but leam the eipeniire modes and 
ways of liring of a rich and luzuriou* nation ; we lay out, yeurly, great sumt in 
fumilim and equipage to the unspealcable prejudice of the trade nnd manufac- 
tuN* of our own oountry. Not that I think it amis* to travel into England, In 
order to Me and leam their industry in trade and husbandry ; but at court, what 

I we leam, except a horrid comiption of manners, and an expentire way of 
iinng, that we may for ever after be both poor and pr(digat« T This limitation 
"I secure to us oub freedom and iadependence. It has been often said in thii 

we, that our princes are captiTes In England, and, indeed, one would not 
wonder, if, when our inlereet bappeni to be difbrent from that of Ejigland, o 
kings, who must be supported by the riches and power of that nation in all their 
undertakings, should prefer an English interest before that of this country ; It is 
yet less strange, that English ministeia should adriae and procure the adranee- 

nt of such persons to the ministry of Scotlanil, as will comply with their 

uoree and the king's orders, and to surmount (he difflcultiea Aey may meet 
with from a true Scottish interest, that places and petMions should be trestowed 
upon parliament men and others^ 1 say, these things are so for from wonder, 
that they are ineritable in the present state of our affairs ; but I hope, they 
likewise show ui that we ought not to continue any longer in this condition. 
Now, this limitaUoD is adrantageoui to alL The prince will no more be put upon 
die hardship of deciding between an English and a Scottish interest, or the diffi- 
culty of reconciling what lie owe* to eadi nation in consequence of his coronstion 
oath. Eren Englidi ministers will no longer lie under the temptation of m 
dling in Scottish alTitir*, nor the ministers of this kingdom, together with all those 
who hare plnces and pensions be any more subject to the worst of all ilarery. 
But if the influenoei I mentioned before sUU continue, iriiat will any other limi- 
tation arail u* ? What shall we be the better fw our act concerning the power 
of war and peace, since by the force of an Englteh interest and influence, we 
tannot lail of being engaged In every war, and neglected in erery peace f By 
this limitation, our parliament will become the meet uncorrupted senate of all 
Eun^. No man will be tempted to vote s^nst the interest of hi* country, 
when hi* country shall hare all the bribe* in her own hands, offices, places, and 
pensions. It will be no longer necesaary to lose one half of the custmns, that 
parliament men may be made collectors ; we will not desire to exclude the otGcen 
of state from ritting in this house, when tlie country shall bnTc the nomination 
of them ; and oar parliament, free from comiption, cannot Ctil to redress all our 
grievance*. We shall then hare no cause to fear a reflisal of the royal usent U 
our acts, for we shall hare no evil counsellor nor enemy of hi* country to adrlse 
it. When this condition of goremment shall take place, the royal a«sent will 
be the ornament of the prince, and never be refused to the desire* of the people ; 
a general unanimity will be found in this bouse, in every port of the gorem- 
ment, and among all ranks and condition* of men. The distinctions of court 
and country party shall no more be bewd in this nation, nor shall the ptince 
and people any longer hare a dilTereiit intoretL Rewards and punishments will 
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be in tbe hands of thoM wlio lira auuMig' ua, and eocMquantly bMt kaow tfaa ' | 
narit of men, by wbidi ni«uu, rirtus will be recompenied, and ticb diKourKgwl, | . j 
and tbe reign and gorernnient of the prince will flouriiU in peace and jia^ca. | 
I ibould nerer make an end if I ihould proiecute all the great adranlagei of this 
limitntion, which, like a dirine influence, turns all to good, ai the want of it 
hai hitherto [loiaoned every thing, and hrougfat all to ruin." 

If Fletcher really beliered the one half of what he aMxibee in thii ipeedi to 
hit fatourite liniitatioD, he wa* an enthuiiait of no common order. We lutpect, 
bowerer, that his design was in the first place to render the king insignificant, 
and then to dismiss him altogether ; it being one of hi* brourite nuudms, that the 
trappings of a monarchy and a gi'eat aristocracy would patdi up a very i^rer 
little commonweallh. The bigh-flying toriei of that day, bowerer, or in other 
words, the Jacobites, in the beat of tlieir rage and the bitterness of their disap- 
pointment, clung to him as their last hope of supporting even his moat deadly 
attadu upon the royal prerogatire, from the detpenUe pleasure of seeing tbe 
kingly office, since they could not preserre it for their own idol, rendered uae- 
lesi, ridiculous, or intolerable to any one else who should enjoy it. By this 
meant, there wm a seeming conMstency in those ebullitions of national indepen- 
dence, and a strength and rigour whidi tbey really did not posseM, but which 
alarmed the English ministry ; and the union of the kingdoms, which goodtense 
and good feeling ought to hare accomplished, at least one century torlier, was 
elTected, at last, as a work of political neoenity, MIy as mudi at of mercy. In 
every stage of this important business, Fletcher was its most determined oppo- 
nent, in which he was, as usual, seconded by the whole strength of the Jacobites. 
Happily, howerer, through tbe prudence of tbe English mtnislj^, the richness 
of her treasury, and the imbedlity of the duke of Hamilton, tbe leader of the 
jocobitM, be wai untuccesriul, and retired from public life, under the melan- 
choly idea that he had outlired, not only bis country's glory, but her very ex- 
istence, baring witnessed, as he thought, the lost glimmering of hope, and heard 
the last swindi of &eedom that were ever to make glad the hearts of her unfor- 
tunate children. He died at London in 17 1 S. 

The character of Fletcher has been the subject of almost uniTerial and un- 
limited panegyric " He was," says the earl of Buchan, " by far the most 
nervous and correct speaker in the parliament of Scotland, for be drew hie 
style from Ills pure models of antiquity, and not from the grosser practical ora- 
tory of bis contempoiarles ; so that bit speeches will bear a comparison with 
the best speeches of the reign of queen Anne, tbe Augustan age of Great 
,Brit^n." Lockhart says, " he was always an admirer of both ancient and 
modern republic*, but that he showed a lincere and honest inclinatjon towards 
tbe honour and interest of his country, 'nie idea of England's domineering 
over Sootland waa what hit generous loul could not endure. Ilie indignities 
and opprenion Scotland lay under galled bim to the heart, so that, in bit 
learned and elaborate discourses, he exposed them with undaunted cour^^ and 
pathetic eloquence. He was blessed with a soul that hated and despised what- 
ever was mean and unbecoming a gentlemen, and was so steadfast to what be 
thought right, that nohaurd nor advantage, — not the universal empire, nor tbe 
gold of America, could tempt him to yield or desert it. And 1 nmy affirm that 
In all bis li&, he never once pursued a measure w'ltb the least prospect of any 
thing by end to himself, nor &ither than be judged it for the common benefit 
and advantage of his country. He was master of the English, Latin, Greek, 
Preni^ and Italian languages, and well verted in history, tht dril law, and all 
Iciods of learning. He wat a strict and nice obserrer of all the point* uf 
booour, and had tome experience of the art of war, having been some time n 
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Toluntaar in both the land and lea Hrrics, He wa* in hii printe conTenstion 
olBible to hi* ftiendi, (but could not endurs to oonrena with tho«e h« tltoogfat 
•nemiei U> their country,] and free of all nunner of rice. He hod a penetrat- 
ing, dear, and lirely appreheniion, but lo exceedingly wedded to hit own 
opinions, that there were few, (and thwe too niiiit be his beloTsd friends, and 
of whom be had a good opinion,) he could endure to reawn againit him, and 
did foe the moit part (o cloeely and onalterably adhere to what he advanced, 
which was frequently Tery lingular, that he'd break with hii parly before 
ho'd aller the least jot of hii icheme and maximi ; and therefore it waa im- 
poaible for any aet of men, that did not give up thenuelrea to be abiolutely 
directed by him, to please hiai, lo a* to carry him along in all pointi : and 
thence it came to pan, that he often in pariianient acted a part by himself, 
thoogh in the main he stuck doH to the country party, attd nas their Cicero. 
He wa« no doubt an enemy to all monarchical gOTemnenls ; but 1 do rery 
well beliere, hit aremion to the English and the union wu so great, that in 
rereoge to them he'd hare sided with the royal family. But as that was 
a subject not St to be entered on with him, thi« it only a conjecture from some 
inuandoes I hare heard him make. So far is certain, be liked, commended, and 
conrened with high flying tories more than any other set of men, acknowledging 
them lo be the best countrymen, and of most honour and integrity. To turn 
up all, he was a learned, gallant, honeat, and every other way well accom- 
plished gentleman; and if erer a man proposes lo lerre and merit well of hit 
country, let him phce hie courage, mbI, and constancy, as b pattern before 
him, and think himself su Hid en dy applauded and rewuded by obtaining the 
character of being like Andrew Fletcher of Sallon." — Of the general truth of 
tbete description! we hare no doubt ; but they are strongly coloured through a 
national prejudice that was a principal defect in Fletcher's own character. 
That be was an ardent lover of liberty and of hit country, his whole life bore 
witness ; but he was of a temper to fiery and ungoremable, and besides so ex- 
ceeurely dogmatic, that he was of little terrioe b« a coadjutor in carrying on 
public affhin. His shooting the mayor of Lynn on a triding dispute, and hit 
collaring lord Stair in the parliament house, for a word which he thought re- 
flected upon him, thowed a mind not tuAciently disciplined for the buriness of 
life ; and hit national partialities clouded bis otherwise perspicacious faculties, 
contracted his news, and rendered his mott philosophical speculations, and his 
mort ardent personal exertions of little utility. Upon (he whole, ha was a man , 
we think, rather to be admired than imitated ; and, like many other popular 
characten, owes his reputation to the defects, rather than to tho exoellencie* of 
hit chamuler. 

FliKTCHER, Amnaw, a distinguished judge, under the designation of lord 
Milton, and tar many years aoui minijfre of Scotland, under Archibald duke of 
Argyle, was a nephew of the subject of the preceding memoir. His father, 
Henry Fletcher of Salton, was the immediate younger brother of the patriot, 
but, ^stingiiished by none of the public spirit of that indiridual, was only known 
OS a good country gentleman. The genius of lord Milton appeared to hare 
been derived from hit mother^ who wat a daughter of Sir David Comegy of 
Pit^Tow, and gmnd-daughter of David earl of Soulhetk, During the troubles 
In which the family wu involred, in consequence of their liberal prindplee, thlt 
lady went to Holland, taking with her a wearer and a milUwright, both men of 
genius and enterprise in their respective departments, and by their means she 
secretly obtained the art of ireaving and dressing the Une linen called Holland, 
of which she established the manufacture at Salton. Andrew, the son of this 
extraordinary woman, wat bom in 1693, and educated for the bar. He wat 
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ftdiiritl«d adroeale in 1717, «im of tb« twdi of WMioD in 1TS4, whoti only tbir- 
ty-tno yean of Age, and lord juttioe ckrit, or preiideot of ths mmiuftl court, 
ID 1735, which office, on being appointed keeper of the lignet in 1718, h« 
relini|ui«bed. 

The acutanen of lord Milton'i imdentanding', hie judgment and addiMi, and 
hii intimate knowledge of the laws, cuttonu, and temper of Scotland, v«com- 
mended hun early to the notice and confidencs of Itad Ilay, afterward* dtiko 
of Argyle, nho, under Sir Robert Walpole, and ubaeqaent ndoiitAi*, wai ei>- 
truMed witU the chief management of Scoltith affiiin. Ai lord llay maided 
diiefly at the court, he requirad a confidential agent in Scotland, who might 
giie him all necetury infonaalion, and act at hii guide in the dltpeniation ot 
ihe gorernmeut patroaage. In ihii capadty lord Milton terved for a ooiMlder- 
able number of yean ; during wUd), hk houee wae, in ill way, a Mod of court, 
nnd hiuuelf looked up to ai a penon little ihort of a king^ It ii univmsally 
aUowed, that nothing could exceed the diicmlimi with which hit lordiblp man- 
aged his delicate and difficult duties ; eipecialLy during the ciiil war of 174S. 
Even the Jacobites admitted that they owed many obligaliont to the huManity 
and good tense of lord Milton. 

In February, 1746, when the highland oimy had retired to the north, nnd 
the duke of Cumberland arriTed at Edinburgh to put himself at the bead of the 
forces in Scotland, he was indebted to lord Milton for the adrice which induced 
him to march northward in punuit; without whidi proceeding, the war would 
probably have been protracted a considenble time. After the suppression of 
the ioBuirectitni , Milton applied himself with immenae leal to the grand design 
nhli'h he had chiefly at heart — the [vomotion of commenw, manufactures, and 
agriculture, in his natiTO country ; and it would be difficult to estimate exactly 
the gratitude due to hit memory for his exertions towsrda that noble object. 
After a truly useful and meritorious life of serenty-four years, hit lordship ex* 
piied at hit house of Brunslain, near MuMclburgh, on tiie I3th of December, 
1766. 

F0BBE3, Alsxuider, lord Pittligo, wat the only ton of Alexander, third 
lord Filaligo, and lady Sophia Enkioe, daughl^ at John, ninth eari of Marr, 
He was bcvn on the 33nd of May, 1678, and succeeded his father in hit titles 
and sslales in 1691, while yet a minor. He soon after want to Fiance ; ' and 
during hit residence, in that country, embraced the opinions of madame Guion, 
to whom he had been introduced by Fenelon, On hit return to Scotland, he 
took tlie oaths and his seat in pu'liaraent, and oconmenced hit political career 
at an oppositionist to the court party. He joined the duke of Athole in op- 
posing [he union ; but on Uia extension of the oath of abjuration to Scotland, 
be wi^drew from public buiineB. A Jacobite in principloj he took an actlre 
part in the rebellion of 1 T 1 6 ; but escaped attainder, though be found it expe- 
dient to vrithdnw for a time to the continent, after the suppression of that ill- 
judged attempt. In 1790, be returned to bis native country, and deTotad hini- 
telf to the study of literature and the mystical writings of the Quietitls, at hit 
castle <d Pittligo, in Aberdeenshire. His age and infirmities, as well m expe- 
rience, might hare prerailed upon him to abide in silence the result of prince 
Charles's enterprise in 1 T4G ; but, actuated by a sense ef duty, be joined that 
enterprite, and was the meant, by hit example, of drawing many of the gentle- 
men of Aberdeenshire into the tide of insurrection ; no one thinking he could 
be wrong in taking the same coune with B man of so much prudence and saga- 
city. Lord Pittligo arriTed at Holyroodboute tmne time after the battle of 
Prettonpani, and wat appointed by prince Charles to command a troop of horse, 
chiefly rajted out of the AbeideentMre gentry, and which was called Pittligo's 
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ri^ment. He aceoiDpaiiied the army llimugh «U ill subaftquant sdrADbirM, and 
haviiig •um>«d the diiaitraui offitir of Culloden, wu sUointed hy th« gorem- 
mant, and «sgerly lougbt for by ita truculent emiMariei. Th« jubtequeat life 
of thii imfoTtuDats nobleman wm a very extreordiiuuy one, aa wHl appear from 
tbe following anecdote*, which m extract troiu a memou* of bU lorddilp, pub- 
liihed in comieaioii with hii ■* Thougbli on Alan's Condition ;" Kdiridurgh, 
1839;— 

" After the batUe of Culloden, lord Pililigo concealed hinuelf for lonie time 
in the DtouDtainout dwtrict of tbe country, and a second time experienced the 
kindly dilpoeilioni of the oountry people, eren tbe lowaat, to miifortuD& The 
country had been much exhausted for tbe uipply of the prince'* army, and Ilie 
people who gave him ihelter and protection wera extremely poor ; yet they 
freely ibared their humble and scanty fare with the unknoHn stranger, lliis 
fare was what is called laattr-Arott, tliat is, oatmeal moialeued with hot water, 
on which he chiefly subsisted for some timej and when, on one occasion, he 
refnariied that its lasle would be mudi iroprored by a liUle salt, the reply wis, 
* Ay, man, but la't 's touchy,' meaning it was too oxpenslTe an indulgence for 
Uiem, UoweTsr, he wa* not always Id such bad qunrteis ; for he was concealed 
for some days at the house of New Aliln, near Elgin, along with his friends, Mr 
Cummine of Fitullie, Air Irrine of Drum, and Mr Meroer of Aberdeen, where 
Mrs King, Pitullie't sisier, lienelf made their beds, and waited upon them." 

" It wu known in London, that about the end at April, 1716, he vim lurking 
about tbe coast of Buchan, as it was supposed, with the view of Goding an op- 
portunity of making his escape to France; and it required the utmost caution 
on hi* part, to elude the search that was made for liim. To such an extremity 
was he reduced, that he was actually obliged <ki one occasion to conceal himself 
in a hollow place in tbe earth, under the arch of a small bridge at Craigmaud, 
upon hi* own estate, about niiio miles up into the country from Fraserbur^, 
and about two and a half from where New Pilaligo now is, which wa* scarcely 
large enough to contain him ; and this most uncomfortable place seems to hars 
been selected for his retreat, jutt because there was little cliance of detection, a* 
no one could conceire it possible that a human being could be concealed in if. 
At this time, he lay sometime* in the daytime concealed in tbe mosses near 
Craigmaud, aod was much annoyed by the lapwings flying about the place, lest 
they should attract notice to the spot, and direct tboee who were in search of 
him in their punuiL 

As yet, the estate of Fitsligo was not taken poasession of by government, and 
Jady Pitsligo continued to raside at the castle. Lord Piuligo occasionally paid 
secret riiit* to it in disguise. The disguise that he assumed was that of a men- 
dicant, and lady Pitsligo's maid was employed to prorids him with two bags to 
put under his arms, after the fashion of Che Edie Ochiltree* of lliose days. He 
sat beside her while she mode them, and she long related with wonder how 
cheerful he was, while thus superintending this work, which betokened tlie niin 
of hii fortune, and the forfeiture of his life. 

Wlien walking out in hi* disguise one day, he was suddenly oTerlaken by a 
party of dragoons scouring the country In pursuit of him. The increased exer- 
tion, from his desire to elude ibem, brought on a fit of asthmatic coughing, 
which completely orerpowered him. He could proceed no farther, and was 
obliged to sit down by the road-side, where he ^mly wailed their approach. 
The idea suggested by his disguise and infirmity wss acted upon, and, in his 
character of a mendicant, he begged aims of the dragoons who came to appre- 
hend him. His calmness and resignation did not forsake him, no pertui'balioti 
betrayed him, and one of the dragoons stopped, and, with great kindness of 
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heart, actually bartomd n mits on the Tenerable old man, awdoling with bim 
U the lame time on the wreTity.of hii cough. 

On another occaaion, lord Piuligo hod lougtit and obt^ned ihelter in a ^loe- 
maker^ home, and ihortly after, a party of dragooni were wen apprcaching. 
Their errand waJ not doubtful ; and the ihoeniaker, who liad recognised the 
■trsnger, wai in the greateit trepidation, and adriaed him to put on one of t)i« 
iTOrkmeo'i apron* and lome more of hii clothei, and to sit down on one of the 
itoob, and pretend to be mending a ihoe. Tlie party came into the ifaop in 
the course of their leandi ; and the ihosm^er, obaecring that the wldien look- 
ed as if they thought the handa of this workmen were not nry like those of a 
practised son of king Criipin, and fearing that a narrower impection would be- 
tray him, with great presence of mind, pin orders to lord Fitjligo, a* if he had 
been oae of his workmen, to go to the door and hold one of the horses, which 
he did accordingly. His own composure and entire absence of hurry, allayed 
suspicion, and he escaped this danger. He used aft^rnards jocularly to say, — 
' he had been at one lime a Buchan cobbler.' 

" One of the narrowest escapes which he made from disoovery, when met in hU 
mendicant's dress by those who were in search of him, was attended with cir- 
eumstnncea which made the adventure singularly romantic and interceting. At 
that tinte, there lived in that district of the country, a fool called Sandy An- 
nand, a well known character. The kindly feelings of the peasantry of Scot- 
land to persons of weak intellect are well known, and are strongly nisrkod by 
the name of ' the innocent,' which is given to them, lliey are generally harm- 
less ereaturea, contented with the enjoyment of the sun and air as tlieir highest 
luxuries, and privileged to the hospitality of every house, so far as their humble 
mnts require. There is often, too, a mixCure of shrewdness with their folly, 
and tliey are always singularly attached to those who are kind to them. Lord 
Fitsligo, disguised as usual, had gone into a house where the fool happened to 
be at the time. He immediately recognized him, and did not restrain his feel- 
ings, as others did in tlie same situation, but was busily employed in showing 
his respect for hii lordship, in his own peculiar and grotesque manner, express- 
ing his great grief at seeing him in such a fallen stal«, when a party entered 
the house to search for him. They asked (he fool, who was the person that he 
was lamenting thus? What a moment of intense anxiety both to lord Fitsligo 
and the inmates of the house j It was impossible to expect any other answer 
front the poor weak creature, but one which would betray the unfortunate noble- 
nun. Sandy, however, with that shrewdness which men of his intellect often 
exhibit on the most trying occasions, said, ■ He kent faim aince a muckle farmer, 
but his sheep a' dee'd in the 40.' It was looked upon as a special interposition 
of Providence, which put such an answer into the mouth of the fooL 

" In March, 17 56, and of course, long af)er all apprehension of a search had 
ceased, information having been given to the cooimandiag oflicer at Fraserburgli, 
that lord Fitsligo was at that moment in the house of Auchiriee, it was acted 
upon with so much promptness and secrecy, that the search must hare proved 
successful, but for a very singular occuireoce. Mrs Sophia Donaldson, a lady 
who lived much with the family, repeatedly dreamt on that particular night, that 
the house was surrounded by soldiers Her mind became so haunted with the 
idea, that she got out of' bed, and was walking through the room in hopes of 
giving a difjerent current to her thoughts before she lay down again ; when, day 
beginning to dawn, she acddentalty locdied out at the window a* she pased it 
in traversing the room, and was astonished at actually observing the figure* of 
soldiers among some trees near the house. So oomplelely had all idea of a 
seardi been by that time laid asleep, that she supposed they had oome to ileal 
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poultrf ; jacobiM poultry ysrdt aRbrding' s tnfe object of pillage for the Eng- 
liih mldien in those day& Under thii impregiioi], Mn Sophia was proceeding 
to rouM the lerTsnls, when her liiter hariag airakened, and inquired what irai 
the matter, and being told of loldien near the houie, exclaimed in great alarni, 
that ihe feared they vranted lomething more than heni. She begg;ed Mn 
Sophia to look out at a window on the other tide of the house, when, not only 
■oldien were seen in that direction, but alto an officer giring inatnictiont by 
lignali, and frequently putting his fingen on hig lipi, <u if enjoining lilence. 
There was now no time to be lost in rousing the family ; and all the hasU that 
could be made wat icsrcely luflicient to hurry the Tenerable man from his bed, 
into a small receai behind the wainscot of an adjoining room, which was con- 
cealed by a bed, in which a lady, Miss Gordon of Towie, who was there on a 
nsit, layi before the soldiers obtained admiislon. A most minute seardi took | 
place. The room in which lord Pitsligo was concealed did not escape. Miss 
Gordon's bed was careililly examined, and she was obliged to sulTer the rude 
MTutiny of one of the party, by feeling her chin, to ascertain that it was not a 
man in a lady's night-dress. Before the soldieri had finished their examination 
in this room, the confinement and anxiety increased lord Pitsligo's asthma so 
much, and his breathing became so loud, that it cost Miss Gordon, lying in bed, 
much and riolent coughing, which she counterfeited In order to prerent the high 
breathings behind the wainscot trom being heard. It may easily be conceired 
what agony the would sufTer, lest, by overdoing her part, she should increase 
suspicion, and, in fact, lead to a discorery. The not was fortunately success- 
fuL On the search through the house being given orer, lord Pitsligo was basely 
taken from his conSned situation, and again placed in bed; and as soon as he 
was able to speak, hie accustomed kindness ot heart made hiin say to his ier< 
vant, ' James, go and see that thefo poor fellows get soma breakfast, and a drink 
of warm ale, for this is a cold morning ; they ore only doing their duty, and 
cannot bear me any ill wilL' When the family were felicitating eadi other on 
bis escape, he pleasantly obierred, * A poor prize, had they obtaitfOd it — an old 
dying man ? " 

After this, he resided constantly at Auchirles, orerlooked, or at least unmo- 
lested by the government, till the Slst of December, 17G3, when he breathed 
his last in peace, in the 86th year of his age. He led behind him a work en- 
titled, " Thoughts concerning Man's condition and duties in this life, and his 
hopes in the world to come," — the production evidently of a calm and highly 
devotional mind, but nowise remarkable in other respects. 

FORBES, DuNciH, a man whose memory is justly entitled to the veneration 
of his country, was bora at Bunchrew, in the neighbourhood of Inverness, on 
the lOth of November, IGdS. His greatgrandfather Duncan Forbes, was of the 
family of lord Forbes, tbrough that of Tolquhoun, and purchased the barony of 
Culloden from the laird of Mackintosh, in 1625. His great-grandmother was 
Janet Forbes, of Che family of Corsindy, also descended from lord Forbes. But 
this early patriot whs not mors distinguished for honourable descent, than for 
public spurit and nobility of conduct, during the struggle for religion and liber- 
ty that marked the reign of Charles I., in whidi he took a decided part against 
tlie court ; and, being a member of parliament, and lord provoat of Inverness, 
must have been a partisan of no sniall consequence. He died in 16S1, leaving 
his estate to his eldest son, John, who inherited his offices as well as his prind- 
ples. Having acted in concert with the marquis of Argyle, be was, upon the 
Heslonition, evcepted from the act of indemnity, and bad a large share of the 
barbarous indtclions which disgraced the reign of the restored despot He 
eouiehow, however, contrived to accumulate money, and about the year 1070, doub- 
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lad h'w landed utata by pwduuing the barony of Ferintoah and tha ert>t« d 
BuDchren. Hs died a liuJe befora the HeTdution, leaTiog, by bit wife, Ann 
Uunbai, a dsughtsr of Dunbar of Hemprigi, iu tbe county of Moray, a Urge 
bmily, and mi (itcceeded by hii eldeit ion, Duncao, wbo had Mceired a liberal 
•ducalion on tbe continent, by which he na« epunently qu»li6ed lor performing 
a coniplcuoui part in that moat auapidoui of modem tranuctiont. He wat a 
member of the conrention parliament, a dedded preibyterian, and ttrongly con- 
demoed thoae temporidng meaaurea which clogged the wheeli of goremment at 
tbe time, and in consequence «f which many of ihe national grierancea remained 
afterwanb unredreiied. He wai, of coune, highly obnoxiou* to the Jacobite*, 
who, under Buchan and Cannon, in 1689, ravaged hii eatatei of Culloden and 
Ferinroih ; deatroying, paiticulaily in the latter district, where distillation was 
sren then carried on upon an eslensire acale, property to the amount of fifty- 
four AoiBand pounds Soota. In consequeiice of this immeose loss, the Scottish 
parliament gmutMl him a perpetual license to distil, duty free, tlio whole grain 
that might be raised in tlie barony of Ferintosh, a valuable privilege, by which 
Ferinloih Tery soon became the most populous and wealthy district in Uie north 
of Scotland. He died in 1704, Wring, by his wife, Mary lone*, daughter to 
tbe laird of Innei, two sons ; John, wbo lucoeeded him in his eslales, au<l Dun- 
Oin, the Mibject of thii memoir, beside* WTeral daughten. 

Of the early habita or studies of Duncan Forbes, afterwards lord preudent, 
little has been i«ow^ed. The military profession is raid to hare bean the ab- 
ject of his Gnt cliaiae, influenced by the example of his uncle John Forbes, who 
was a lieutenant-oolonel in the army. He had alto ao unole eminent in tbe 
law. Sir Dftrid Forbes of Newhali, and, whether iiffluenoed by hi* example or 
not, we find that he entered upon the study of that science at Edinburgh, in the 
chamben of prolMtw SpoUtiwood, in the year that his father died, 1704. The 
unirersity of Edinburgh tiad as yet attained nothing of that Celebris by which 
it is now distinguished, it* taatdien being few in number, and by no means re- 
maifcable for acquirements; of course, all young Scotsmen of fortune, es- 
pecially for the study of law, were sent to Ibe continent Souqiea had long 
been famous few this species of learning, and at that uoireiuty, Scotsmen had 
been accustomed lo study, Leyden, howerar, bad now eclipsed it, and at that 
famous seat of learning Duncan Forbes took up his residence in LTOS. 
Here he ponued his studies for two years with the meet unremitting diligence ; 
baring, besides the science of law, made no inconsiderable progress in the He- 
brew and serersl other oriental languages. He returned to Scotland in 1707, 
where he continued tbe study of Scottish law till the summer of 1709, when he 
was, upon tbe S6th of July, admitted an adrocate, being in the twenty-fourth 
year of his age. 

llie closest friendship had all along subsisted between tbe families of Argyle 
and Culloden ; and, Ihe former, being at this time in the wnith of power, dis- 
played its fidelity by bestowing upon Mr Forbes, as soon as he bad taken bis 
place at the bar, the respectable appointment of sheriff of Mid-Lothian. The 
duke, and his brother the earl of llay, from Ibe rery outset of bis career, in- 
trusted him with the management of their Scottish eatato^ which ha is said 
trankly to bare undertaken, though, from professional delicacy, be declined re- 
ceiring any thing in the ^ape of fee or reword, for aerricea which ought to 
bare brought him some hundreds a year. 

Mr Forbes, from his first appearance at the bar, ma distinguiabed for the 
depth of bis judgment, the strength of his eloquence, and the extent of his prac- 
tice, which wa* such as must bare precluded him Iroin performing anything like 
tbe duties of a mere foctor, which the abore statement eridently tuppoaes. That 
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hs pat id* ofinkm, ganernlly, when uked, upon the ntodes that ought to be 
adopted for improring the Tslue of hii grace'* property, and the comfort of hii 
ranal* in the highlaadi, then caa he no doubt ; for he continued to do tbii, not 
only to the duke, but to his neighbour! generally, eren after tbe higheit duli«« 
of the judge had deTolred upon him ; and thii was probably the utmoit extent 
of hii concern with the Argyle eetate at any period of hit life. That he wai in 
a high degree generoui, there cannot be a doubt ; but we tee no reaion fot 
■uppoiing that be wa* in the habit of employing bia legal talenti gratuitouily. 
He was but a younger brother, and ii laid. to bare loit the greater part of his 
little patrimony b; an unguarded or an unfortunate ipeculation ; yet it u cer- 
tain that he lired in a splendid and rather enpensiTe manner, the lint witi 
and the higfaert noblemen of the age finding their enjoyments heightened by 
hi* company ; and it is equally certain that the frtiiti of hii professional 
toil were all that he could depend upon for supporting a ipirit that brestlied 
nothing but honour, and a atate that knew nothing but the most stubborn inde- 
pendence. His bunues*, howOTer, rapidly rose with bia rising reputation, and 
his fortune probably kept pace with his lame, and he rery soon added to his 
domestic felidty, by forming a matrimonial connexion with Mary Rose, daugh- 
ter to the laird of Kilisrock, to whom he had been irormly attached almost 
from her earliest infancy.' She was a lady of great beauty, and highly accom- 
plished ; but she died not long after their marriage, learing him an only son, 
John, who eventually succeeded to the estate of Culloden. The early demise tuf 
this lady, for whom Mr Forbes leemt to hare had more than an ordinary pas- 
sion, deeply affected him, and he nerer again entered into the married sl^te. 

Domestic calamity, operating upon a keen sensibility, baa often irithered 
minds of great promise, and cut off tbe fairest prospects of future usefulness. 
Happily, howerer, Mr Forbes did not resign himself to solitude, and the indul- 
gence of unaTailing sorrow. The circuiostauces of his family, and of his coun- 
try, in both of which he felt a deep interest, did not^ indeed, allow him to do 
so, had he been willing. The violence of party had been rery great ever since 
the ReTohttion : it had latterly been heightened by the union, and had reached 
nearly iu acme at tliia time, irtien the unexpected death of the queeu opened 
tlie way for the peaceable accession of the new dynasty. 

With a very few exceptions, sudi as the Grants, the Monroes, and the Roasea, 
who had been gained over by the Forbesee of Culloden, tlie Highland dans 
were engaged to devote their lives and fortunes in behalf of the expatriated 
house of Stuart ; and only trailed for an opportunity of asserting the cause of 
the pretender. The loyal clans, and gentlemen, and particularly Forbes of 
Culloden, were of course, highly obnoxious to the Jacobite clans ; and, for their 
own preservation, were obliged to be continually on the watch, and tre- 
quently saw tbe brooding of the storm, when othen apprehended no danger. 
This was eminently the case in the year after the acceaion of the houge of 
Brunswick; and, accordingly, so early as the month of February, we find Monro 
of Fowlis writing to Culloden : — " I find the Jacobite* are werie uppish, both in 
Edinburgh and iu England, so that, if ye go to the parliament, as I hope ye 
will, you will recommend to some trusty, faithful friend, to take cate of your 
house of Culloden, and leave orders with your people at Ferintosb, to receive 
directions from me, or from your cousin George (my sou), a* you are pleated to 
call him, which you may be sure will be calculate to tbe support of your inter- 
est, in mhordination to the public cause ;" — and be adds, in a postscript to the 
same letter,--" The vanity, insolence, arrogance, and madness of the Jacobites, 
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ii beyond ftll veHUre fD«appOTt»ble. I beliet* they moit ba lat blood. Th«y 
■till baT« the trick of preHiming upon th« lenity of a modente goTemment ll 
•eenv God either dMtine* them for dedzuctioD, or inbtuatei othen to ftliow 
them Ut be prick* in our lidea and thornt in our eyei, I hsTo aceounli from 
very good handi from Edinburgh, that to their oertain knowledge, eaddle* vere 
making in that city for dragoon* to Mrre the pretender, and that all tile popish 
lordi, and very many pojHih and Jacobite gentlemen, are aieembled there now; 
*o that all friendi and loyal lubjecta to hi* preaant majeity, are adriaed to be 
upon their guard from thence, against an jofstion or an ioaurrection, which it 
(uddenly expected, which Ihe jaoobitei expect will interrupt the meeting of 
the parliamenL" In the month of March, the wme year, CuUoden, writing to 
his brother, the lubject of thia memoir, liai the following obeerratiaa - — " You 
My you bare no newi, but we abound with tbem in thia country. Ilia pietend- 
er ia expected every moment, and bii friendt all leady ; but atnce oar ristcemen 
take no notioa of thii, I let it alone, and wiihei they may not repent it when 
they cannot help it." — Culloden wat returned for a member of parlianent, and 
went up the following month (April) to London, whence he ag^n write* to hia 
brother & follow*: — " A* for your Highland neighbour*, their tryilaaod meat- 
ingi, 1 know not what to aay ; I wiah we be not too tecure : I can amure you, 
the torie* here were noTer higher in (heir look* and hope*, which they fiiund 
upon a (peedy inration, Wliatever be in the matter, let thing* be lo ordered 
Ibat my home be not ■urfniaed.'* 

Had thoae who were intnuled with the government been equally iharp-aight. 
ed, much of the enl that ennied might undoubtedly hare bean prerented ; but 
they were *o intent upon their place*, and the punuit oF little, low Intrigue*, 
that they were caught by the iniurrection, in Scotland at leart, at if it had been 
a dap of thunder in a clear day. John Forbet'i direction, howerer, nuiit haTe 
been attended to ; tor, when hii houae wa* aurrounded by the imuigenl*, under 
Macfcenue of Coul, and Mackintetb, with their retaineit, U* wife rellMed all 
Bocommodation with tbem, aaying, with the ipirit of an ancient Boman, — ''iho 
had received the key* of the houae, and the dkai^e of all that was in it, from 
ber htuhend, and die would delirer them up to no one but himaelf." In the 
abeence of bit brother, Duncan Forbet di^ilayed, along with Hugh Roae of 
Kilrarock, the moat indefatigable leal, and great judgment in the diaponl of 
the men they could conunand, who were chiefly the retainer* of Culloden, KiU 
larodt, Culcaim, and the Granta, and by the aaiiitance of lord Lorat and the 
Fraaera, finally triumphed over the inaurgentt In that quarter. Nothing, indeed, 
eould excel the apirit di*played by the two bnithen of Culloden, the eldett of 
whom, John, ipent on the oocaaion, upward* of three thouaand pound* iteriing 
out of hit own podcet, for the public terrice ; of which, to the diagrace of the 
Britiah goremment, be nerer receired in repayment one tingle bribing. 

Though they were ardent for the c&uae of religion and liberty, and aealoui in 
the hour of danger, yet, when that wat oier, the two brotbeti ilmngly felt the 
impropriety of tamiihing the triumphi of order and libemlity, by a riolent and 
rindictiTe inquiiition into the conduct of penont, for wliom to many cireumatan- 
cea conipired to plead, if not for mercy, at leaat, for a candid coiiatzuction of 
their motirea. Aa a Scotaman and lawyer, Duncan Fcnbea wa* arerte to the 
project of carrying the jMiionei* out of the country, to be tried by Juriea of 
foreigneia, and he wrote to lord llay, wheu he heard of a dttign to appoint hint 
krd adnxate, in order to carry on Iheie proaecutiont, that he wat determined 
to refute that employment He alto wrote to hia brother in behalf of a contri- 
bution for the poor pritonen who had been carried to Carlltle, and were there 
waiting for trial " It it certainly chrittian," aaya he, '■ and by do mean* dia- 
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lojil, b» lurtBln tbem in their iiidi§«nt lUts until tbay are found guilty. Th* 
kw hsi brought them to Engbnd to b« triod by foreign juri«a — m> far it li well 
— but no law <an hinder a Soolmui to wiih that hi* countrymeD, not hillieria 
condemned, ihould not be a deriiion to itrangwi, or poiiih for want of necM- 
•ary defence or watenance out of their own oountry.'' To the finrfeiturea he m* 
alio decidedly hottile, and fame <rf' hii reaaoni for this hoMility threw a particiw 
lar light upon tiie itate of Scotland at that period. " Ther« are," he layi, 
'* none erf" the nbeli who have not friend* among the kii^ibithfuliubjecta, and 
it ii not eaiy to gueM, how far a lecurity of thia kind, unoeceMsrily pushed, may 
alienate the alTectioiii, eren of theee fnm the goremmenL But in particular, 
ai thia relate* to Scotland, the difBcnlty will be Iniunnoantible. I may venture 
to lay, there are not two hundred gentlemen in the whole kingdom who are not 
rery nearly related to lome one or othor of the rebel*. Ja it pa**ible that a 
man can Me hi* daughter, hi* grand children, hi* nephew*, or oouiina, reduced to 
be^sry and itarring uoneoeawrily by a goramineDt, without thinking rery il) 
of it, and where thii ia the caia of a whole nation, I tremble to think what dia- 
■atiibctioQa it will produce again*t a lettlement *o neoeiaary for the happinea 
of Britain. If all the rebel*, with their wirea and children, and Immediate de- 
pendant*, oould be at onoe rooted out of the earth, the ihock would be aatoniih- 
ing; but time would commit it to oblivion, and the danger would be lea* to the 
oomtituUon, than when thouiand* ot innocent* pani*hed with miaery and want, 
for the oAbnca* of their friend*, are *utlered to wander about the country aighing 
out their complaint* to heaien, and drawing at once the eompaiaion and moring 
the indignation of erery human creature.'' "To ntiify," be add*, " any peraoa 
that the fwfeitures in Scotland will icarce defray the chargca of the commiMion, 
if the taring clauae in broun of the ovditora take* place, 1 crfi^ but two ctmai- 
deration* tlut, upon enquiry, will be found inconte*tible. Pint, it i* certain, 
that of all the gentlemen who launched out into the late rebellion, the tenth laaa 
WB* not eaiy in hi* dromulancea, and if you abate a doun of gentlemen, the 
remainder upon paying their debt* could not produce taaeb money clear, nor 
na* there any thin^ more open to obeerration, than that the men of estate*, how- 
erer dicaJTected in Iheir principle*, kept themielTea within the bw, when at the 
aame time men tuppoeed loyal, in hope* of bettering their low fmtune*, broke 
looae. Beside*, it i* known that the title* by which almoat all the e«tate* in Scot- 
land are poa*e*Md are diligence* upon debU affecdng Ihoae eatate* purchaaed iu 
the proprieton' own name or in that of aome truttee : now, it i* certain, that 
when the commiuioner* of enquiry begin to *eiie *uch eitate*, beaide* the debt* 
tnily due to real creditor*, *uch a number of latent debt* will be trumped up, not 
diitinguiahable irom the true one* by any else than the proprietor*, a* will make 
the inquiry frnitleu and the conuniuion a charge upon the treaaury, a* well a* a 

Such were the argument!, drawn from expediency, and the *tate of the coua> 
try, by which forbearance on the part of the goremmeot waa recommended by 
thi* excellent man, though it appear* that they had little effect but to exdte a 
luipicion of hi* own loyalty. In (pile of all thii, hi* character made hint too 
powerful to be re*i*Ied. In 1710, he wai rewarded for hi* ■errioea by the office 
of advocate-depute, that i*, he became one of the inferior proeecuton for the 
cronn. On the 90(h of March, he i* found writing thu* to hi* principal, the lord 
adrocate : — " Yesterday I waa qualilied, the Lord know* how, a* your depute. 
The ju*lice clerk *how* a grim sort of cirility toward* me, beixuae he Gnda me 
plagues Hnbbarn. 1 waited upon him, however, and on the other lord*, to the 
eiid they might fix on a dyet for the Iryall of tlie Epiacopall clergy. The juttice 
olerk doe* not unlle on their proeecution, because it i* not hia oun contrinnce ; 
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Hnd declared it could net eome on tooner than the fint of June ; but I told hbn 
lliot if, DB I underttood wai dedgned, tbe May circuit were luipended tliii year 
by act of pariiament, 1 would require hii lordibip to ani^ a dyet loonai:" In 
1799, wilh the aoqiiieicence of the miajgiry, he WM relumed to lit in parliamenl 
for the Inramen diMrict of hurglu ; and in 17S5, he obtained the high and ni- 
iponsible appointment of lord adTOcate. A« the office of le^Telsry of ttate for 
S<»tland was St thii time diioontinued, it became part of his duty to cairy ob, 
with hia majeaty'a miaiiten, the correipondence regarding the improrement* ne- 
ceuary to be inade in her civil ertabliihoWDti, which he did, in a manner highly 
creditable to himnlf, and with tbe happieit effect for hii country. Tbe year in 
which he wai appointed lord adrocalo, mu marked by the introduction of the 
malt lax into Scotland, and the mob at Glasgow, luiown by the name of Sbaw* 
field's rabble, by whicli its introduction nai attended. This waa a riot of a very 
scandaloue character, (the magistrates of the city being deeply implicated in fo- 
menting it,) in which nine penoni were killed outright, and the soldiers who had 
been brought from Edinburgh for iu suppreuion, were chaaed out of the city, 
and were glad to take refuge in Dumbarton castle. General Wade, who was in 
Edinbui^h at the time, on hit way to the Highlands, was immediately ordered 
to Glasgow vith all the troops he could muster, and be was accompanied by the 
lord advocate in penon, who first committed the whole of the magistrates to their 
own tdbooth, and afterwards, under a strong guard, sent them to Edinbui^h, 
where they were thrown into the common jail, and it was certainly intended to 
proceed against Ihem before the justiciary court Doubts, howerer, were enter- 
tained of lb« legality of the proMedings, and wbether tlie lord advocate had not 
exceeded bis powers in committing the whole mogistnury of a city, up<»i the 
warrant of a justice of peace, to their own jail ; public feeling at the same time 
recorering strongly in their farour, they were by the juiiiciary admitted to bail, 
nor was their case erer again tailed. 

In 1731, he lost his brother, John Forbea, in consequence of whoee death, 
he fell heir to the exlensire and raluable estate of CuUoden. In 1736, a 
disgraceful affair, lenned the Porteous mob, occurred in Edinbui^b, in conse- 
quence 1^ which, it was resolred to deprire the city of her pririlegea. Mr For- 
bes, on this occauon, eierted bunaelf to the utmost in behalf (rf the city, and 
waa suocessfid in procuring many modifications to be made upon the bill before 
it paand tbe two houses of parliament. When we contemplate the condition 
of Scotland in thoee days, we scarcely know whether to wonder most at the good 
which Forbea was able to achiere, or the means by which he accomplished it. 
The period might properly be called the dark age of Scottish hittory, though it 
contained at the same time, the germs of alt the good that has since sprung up iu 
the land. The pretensions of the house of Stuart were uniranally received, either 
with favour from direct affection to their cause, or at least without disfavour, the 
result of a justifiable disgust at the ptditical status into which the country had 
been thrown by the union, and the unpopularity of the two fint Brunswick 
princes. The commencement of a strict tyUem c^ general taxation was new ; 
while the miseiuble poverty of the country rendered it unproductive and unpo- 
pular. The great bmilies still lorded it Over their dependanti, and exercised 
legal jurisdiction within their own domains, by which the general police of the 
kingdom was crippled, and the groBeat local <^pression practised. The remedy 
adopted for all these evils, which was to abate nutlitng, and to enfnroe every- 
thing, under the direction of English oounsels and of Englishmen, completed 
the national wretchedness, and ii^fiised its bitterest ingredient into the briiuful 
cup. How Forbes got his views or his diaracter amidst such a scene, from the 
very heart of the very wont part of wliich he came, it is difficult t 
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fbr irith only one or two oocoiinnal exceptioni, his pspen proTs that ba had 
•carcely «n anodate, either in hit patriotic toils or enjoymenU.' Howerer, it 
ii BometiRKa true in the political, u it generally ii in the commercial norld, that 
lupply ii created by demand j and the rery degradation of the country held out 
an iinmente reiTBrd to the man who should raise it upL No man, especially the 
hired lerrant of a disputed monarchy, could hare achieved this work, eicept one 
whose heart was ag amiable as his judgment was sound, and whose patriotism was 
as pure a* it was strong. Forbes cultiTated all these qualities, and not only 
directed the spirit of the nation, but conciliated iu discordant members with a 
degree of (kill that was truly astonishing. 

The leading objects of hit offlcial and parliamentary life were suggested to him 
by the neceniUes of the country, and they are thus ably summed up in the work 
just quoted ; — 

1. To extinguish the embers of rebellion, by gaining orer the Jacobites. He 
did not try to win theni, howerer, in the ordinary nay in which alleged rebels 
■le won; but by showing thero what be called the foil;/ of their designs, by seek- 
ing their society, by excluding tliem from no place for which their talents or 
characters gare them a fair claim, and, aboTe all, by protecting them frton pro- 
scription. It is delightful to perceire how mudi this policy, equally the dictate 
of his heart and of his head, made him be consulted and rerered eien by bia 
enemies ; and how purely he kept his prirate allections open to good men, and 
especially to old friends, in spite of all political acrimony or alienation. He 
derived from this habit one satisfaction, w4iich seems to hare greatly diverted hini, 
that of being occationalty abused by both aides, and sometimes suspected of se- 
cret jacobitism by his own party. 

3. Haiing thus, by commanding unirersal esteem as an upright and liberal 
man, enabled himself to do Moie^iiig for the country at large, his next object 
seenu to hare been, to habituate the people to the equal and regular control of 
the laws. It may appear at first sight unnecessary or inglorious to have been 
reduced to labour fiir an end so essential and obvious in all conmunities as this. 
But the slate of Scotland must be recollected. The provlndal despotism of the 
barons was common and horrid. Old Lorat, f<w example, more than once writes 
to him, as lord advocate, not to trouble himself about certain acts of violence 
done in his neighbourhood, because he wai very soon to take vengeance withhii 
own hands. 

Nor was tbii insubordination confined to individuab or to the provinces, for 
it aeema te have extended to the capital, and to have touched the seats of ,jattice. 
There is a letter from Forbes to Mr Scroope, in the year 1793, in which he 
complains " that it would surely provoke any man living, as it did me, to see the 
last day of our term in exchequer. The eSbct of every verdict we recovered 
from the oown, stopt upon the triflingest pretences that false popularity and 
want of tense could suggest If some remedy be not found for this evil we must 
shut up shop. It's a pity, that when we have argued t^e jurys out of their mis- 
taken notices of popularity, the behariour of the court should give any handle to 
their relapsing." He persevered to prevent this by argument, and by endeavour- 
ing to get the laws, especially those concerning the revenue, altered, so as to be 
lets unacceptable to the people. 

It if chiefly on account of his adherence to this principle, that it is important 
to notice this subject at a distinct part of bis system. If he had been disposed 
to govern, as is usual in turbulent times, by mere force, he had pretence* enough 
to have made scariet uniforms deform every hamlet in the kingdom, — But, ex- 
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oept when raballion or riot weN npng, we canDot diteorer, from hta papais, 
that he erer, on any one oceaiion, required any other auiiUnce, except the or< 
dinary authority of which law is alway* poHeoed, when sdminitlered foiriy. H« 
rigidly inreitignted, though he did not laverely puniih, popular outragei; but 
he wBi uDBparing- in hii proaecution of the prorincial injuitice, by whidi the peo- 
ple were geoetAtly oppreMed. The cooioquence of thii wat, that he not only 
introduced a comparatiio Btlte of good ordor, bnt made hia name a lancUon, that 
whaterer he propoted wai right — and that in him the injured wu *ure to find a 
friend. When Thornaj Kattlinion, an Engliihimn, who wai engaged in a min- 
ing concern in Glengarry, {and who by the bye iiaaid to hare been the Grit peiaon 
who introduced the philibeg into the highlandi), had two of hii ierrant* mur- 
dered by the native! there, the lord adTooite wai the only indiTidual to whom 
it eTBF occurred to him to apply for protection. But hii power in thui laming the 
people, can only be fairly eitimated, by perceiring how unirertally he was feared 
by the higher rank*, u the certain foe of all lorti of partial, liniiter, unfair, or 
illiberal projecta. Pew men ever wrote, or were written to, with lew idea of 
publication than he. HIi correipandence hai only come aocidentally to light 
about aarenty yean after hii death. Yet we hare not been able to detect a lin- 
g-le one of hia adricea or procaedingi, by the expoaure of irtiich, eren a prirate 
gentleman, of the mott delicate honour, and the moat reaionnhle riewa, would 
hare cauie to feel a moment'a uneaainesa. On the contrary, though llnng in fe- 
rociouj timM — in public life — Ihe'sTowedorganof a party~>^nd obliged to away 
hit country, by managing ila gi«al«it and greediest familiea, he uniformly 
mointaina that natlre genUeneai and fairaeu of mind with which it it probable 
that moit of the men, who aie afterwarda hardened into corruption, begin, and 
resolre to continue, their career. How many other public men are there, of 
whoee general correipondence above 500 letten could be publiahed indiicrimi- 
nately, without alarming thenuelrei if they were atire, or their frienda if they 
were dead? 

Haring Ihua freed hinuelf from the ahacklei of party, and impreued all 
ranka with a conriction of the necaNity of tiaktng their tubordinate contetta 
in a common reaped for the law, hia next great rlew aeema to hare been, to 
turn d>i» slate of security to its proper account, in improring the trade and 
agriculture of the kingdom. Of theie two aourcea of national wealth, the last 
aeemt to hare engaged the amalleat portion of hit attention ; and it wat perhsp* 
natural that it should do to. For, though t^lculture precede* manufacturea in 
the order of things, yet, for this rery reason, that the cultiration of the land 
has gone on for ages, it is only in a more adranood era of reHnement, that tlio 
aUention of legislators is called to the resources it auppliet, and the Tirtuei it 
inspire*. But projectors are immediately attracted louarda improrementa in 
manufactures, which are directly conrenient by employing industry, and highly 
captirating, because their cumuiencement and growth can be distinctly teaced ; 
ao that they appear more ths result of preparation and design than agriculture 
does ; aa to which, one generation seems only to follow the example of anotlier, 
in poasirely taking what the scarcely assisted powers of nature give. Sereral 
eflbrta at trade had been made by Scotland before Forbes appeared ; but it naa 
both the cause and the evidence of the national poverty, that, slender at they 
were, they had failed, and tliot their failure almost extinguished the commercial 
hopet of the people. He wat no sooner called into public life, than he taw 
what trade, chiefly internal, could do, by giving employment to the hordes of 
idlen who infested the country, by interesting proprietor* in the iraprovement 
of their estates, and by furnishing the meant both of paying and of levying 
taxes, and thereby oonaoUdating the whole island into one ooiepact body, in- 
stead of keeping the northern part a burden on the aoulhenk 
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Hlf exartiom In proMCution of thi* great object wore long and unceuing, 
We Otnnot eoMr here into any detuli ; and Iherefore, we ahall only f tate, in 
gemnU, that lie ftppaart to have made himaelf muter of the nature and hiitory 
of alnuNt erery numufacbiTe, and to bare onreiponded largely, both irith the 
ttnteniMD, the philoiopben, and the merchsnti of Iiii day, about the mesna of 
introducing them into Scotland, Fbe reiult ira*, that he not only pUal«d the 
root* of thoee eitabliahiDeDtB nhich are now flouriihing all over the country, but 
liad the pleaiure (aa he itatea in a menmial to fOTemment) of leeing '' a (wm- 
mendable tpirit of laundung out into new branc^iei " exdMii He ww ao (uo- 
ccMfiil in thii iray, that the manubcturea of Scotland are called, by naoM than 
one of hii correapondenti, " hii ain bairaa;" — an expreuion whicJi he hintaelf 
iiaea in one of hia lattori to Mr S<TOopa, in which he aaya that one of hia pro- 
poaala " wai dialiked by certain diiefa, from ita being a child of mine." 

Notwtthitandlng the immenae good iriiidi he thua accomplialwd, and tlie 
great judgment and forbearance he erinoed in puahieg hia inproremenU, it ia 
amuiing to obaerre the errora into wfaidi be fell, with reapect to what are now 
aome of the claanet principlea of taxation, and of political economy. These, in 
general, were the common errora of too mudi n^ulation ; erron, which it re- 
qiiliea the firmeat hold of the lateat diicoreriea in theae acianoea to reaiat, and 
which were peculiarly liable to beaat a man, who had been obliged to do ao 
mucJi himaelf in the way of direction and planning. One example may auffice 
— being the atrongeat we hare bean able to find. In older to ODCOurage agri- 
culture, by promoting the oae of malt, be preaented to goremment a long de- 
tailed acheme, for preventing, or rather puaiihing, the uae of tea. 

" The Gsuae," aaya he, " of the miadiief wo compliUii of, ia evidently the ex- 
ceBive uae of tea ; which ia now beoune ao coomion, that the meaneat lamilya, 
et«n of labouring people, particularly in burrougfaa, make their moniing*a meal 
of it, and thereby whoUy djauae the ale, whidi heretofore wai their accuatomed 
drink : and the lame drng auppliea all the labouring woemao with their after, 
nooja'a entertainmenta, to the eicluaion of the twopenny." 

The remedy for thia, ia, to impoae a prohibitory duty on tea, and a penalty 
on thoae who ahall uae thia aeducing puaon, " if they belong to that dan of 
Miankind in thia country, whoae dtcumatancea do not permit ihem to come at 
tea that paya the duty." The obvioua difficulty attending thia acheme atrikea 
him at once ; and he remorea it by a aeriea of proririona, calculated to deaeriba 
(boaa who are within the toa line, and llioae who are beyond it The eoauoe of 
the ayatem ia, that when any peraon ia auapected, '' the orau prohandi of the 
extent of hia yearly incccae may be laid on hint ;" and that hia own oath may 
be demanded, and that of the proaecutor taken. " Tbeae proviaiona," the wo?<> 
tliy author acknowledgea, ** an pretty aerera ;" and moat aC hia readera may be 
inclined to think them pretty abaurd But it muat be recollected, that he ia 
not (he only peraon, (eapedally about hia own lime, when the firat duly of a 
alsteeman waa to promote the malt tax), who haa been eloquent and vituperative 
ou the aubject of thia &moua plant. Ita prc^res, on Uie contrary, baa been 
aomething like the progieaa of truth ; auapected at firat, though very palatable 
to Iboae who had courage to taal« It ; reaiated aa it encroached ; abuaed aa i(a 
popularity aeemed to apread ; and ealabliahing ita triumph at laat, in cheering 
the xhole land, fioui the palaoe to the cottage, only by the alow and reaialleaa 
•ISnta of tinve, and ita own virtuea. Nor are the proviaiona for enfordng hia 
adwme ao extnordinary aa may at &rat aight appear. The object of one half 
of our exiating commercial regulationa, ia to inau>« the uae of our own produce, 
and the encouragement of our own iuduatry ; and hia peraonal reatricUona, and 
domiciliary viula, are utterly harmkaa, when compared with many exciae regula. 
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tioni of the prewnt day ; and itjll more lo, when cootraitod with ccrtaiD pert* 
or the recent ayitem for leryjog ihe tax upoa property. We hare noticed tfaii 
sicample, chiefly for the sake of ihowing that P'orbes's rieni were at sound upon 
theie Mibjecti, as those of the peimus by whom he ha» been uicoeeded ; and 
thot, if we could oftener withdiaw our eyei &oin the objects of their habitual non. 
templatioD, we should oftener lee the folly of many thing* which appear to u* 
correct, merely because tliey are common. 

Being appointed president of the court of secnon in 1737, he applied hint- 
self with great leal to a duty whidi bai conferred lasdng service on hi* country, 
that of ImproTing the regulations of his courL Freriously, the chief judge, by 
haring it in hi* power to potlpone a cause, or to call it at his pleasure, was 
enabled sometimes to choose a particular time for its decision, when oerlain 
judges Hhom he knew to hare made up their mindi, were absent. Forbe* put 
an end to this flagrant error in the conatitution of the court, by rendering it im- 
pnasible for the judges to lake up a case except ai it stood on the roll. He 
also exerted himielf to prevent any accumulation of undetermined cajie*. 

The character of the highlanderi and the improTement of the highlands, had 
nil along been object* of the fimt magnitude with (he lord president, nor did 
he lose sight of them, when hit elevation to the lint place in Scottish society 
brought him lo be coQTenant with other* equally important. Viewing the 
aspect of Ibe political lioriion, and aware that the clans in sudi times as ap- 
peared to be epproadiing, could scarcely &il to toll into the hand* of politioJ 
agitators, he digested a plan (the eery same for which Chatham receJTed so 
much applause for carrying Into efTect), for embodying the iiMNt disaffected of 
tliem into regiments, under colonel* of tried loyalty, but officered by their ohu 
chieriaini, who would thus be leas liable lo be tampered with by the emissaries 
of the Stuarts, and be inaentibly ted to respect an order of things whicli, it might 
be presumed, they disliked, chiefly because they did not comprehend it, and 
friHn which aa yet they did not (uppote they had derived any benefit. Thia 
proposal the lord president communicated to the lord justice clerk, Milton, 
who reported it to lord llay, by whom it was laid before Sir Robert Walpole, 
who at once e4Hnprehended and admired it. When, however, lie laid it before 
the coundl, recommending it to be carried into inunediat« effect, the council 
dedared unanimously against it " Were the plan of the Scotljah judge," aaid 
tliey, " adopted, what would the patriols aay P Would they not exclaim. Sir 
Robert Walpole had all along a design upon the conatitution P He ha* al- 
ready imposed upon ua a standing army, in addition to which he is now raising 
an army of barbariana, for the sole purpoae of enalaving the people of England." 
Walpole was too well acquainted with the temper of the palriols, aa they called 
themselTe*, not to feal the full force of thi* reasoning, and the measure was 
given up, though he was fully convinced that it was conceived in wisdom, and 
would have been infallibly aucceasful in it* operation. 

Though hi* advice was neglected, the event showed that hla suspicions were 
well founded. The disturbed state of Europe encouraged the jacobit«s, par- 
ticularly in the highlands, to sign an association for the restoration of Ihe pre- 
tender, which was sent to him at Rome, in the year 1742. During the follow- 
ing yeara, there was a perpetual passing and repassing between the court of 
France, the pretender, and the association, without the knowledge of the most 
vigilant obserren on the part of the govenimenL So cautiously, indeed, did 
tJie highland chiefiains conduct themselves, that even the lord president, who 
was intimately acquainted with their character* and propensities, seems to have 
been perfectly unaware of any immediate rising, when he was acquainted by a 
letter from Macleod of ftlacleod, tliat Charles was actually arrived, and had by 



lyGoogle 



DUNCAN FORBES. 345 

young' CLmmnnlil (ummoned Iiimwlf and Sir Alexander Macdonald to join 
■Landard. The truth wu, both Madftod and Msi-donald hnd pledged them* 
telvei to prince Charln ; but s Prencli anny to accompany him, and military 
itorei, were poaitire parb or the engngement, which, not being fulfilled, led 
them to heailate, and they were willing to fortify their heaitation by the adrice 
of the preudent, whom they had long found to be an excellent counaellor, and 
whoH viewi upon the lubject they were probably anxious in a cOTert way to 
aicertain. Macleod of coune wrote to the p>««ident, that tiidi a perion ttai oi 
the coait, with lo many Iriih or French officers, listing them greatly beyond 
the real number, and he add«, " Hi« riewa, I need not tell you, wu to raiie 
all the highland! lo aiiiit him — Sir Alexander Macdonald and I not only gnre 
DO lOTt of countenance to tbsM people, but we uMd all the inlereit we I 
with our neighboun, to follow the Bune prudent metliod, and I am persuaded 
we hare done it with that nccen, that not a man north of the Gnunpian* will 
giro any aort of auiatance to thit mad rebellioui attempt — Ai it can b« of no 
uie to tlie public to know whence you hare thit information, it ii, I foncy, 
needlen to mention either of m ; but this we leave in your own breast as you 
■re a much better judge of what is or what h not proper to be done. I hare 
wrote to none other, and as our friendship and confidence in you is without 
reeerre, so we doubt rot of your supplying our defects properly — Sir Alex- 
ander is here and bat teen thii scrawl — Young Clanronald hai been here with 
us, and hat giren us all posuble asiurancea of his prudence." The above letter 
wat dated August 3d, 171S, and spealu of Charles as only on the coast, though 
lie had in reality landed, and the aaiurance of young Clanronald't prudenve 
was a perfect farce. It tvas indeed, for obriotis reaaoni, the aim of the rebels 
to lull the friends of goTemment in their fatal security, and ho hare no doubt 
that Clanronald acting upon this principle, gate the anurance to Macleod and 
Maodonald for the rery purpoae of being oommunicaled to the lord pretident, 
and it hat been supposed tliat the miBiBlements in this letter laid the founda- 
tion for that pemiuiout counsel which sent Sir John Cope to the north, learing 
the low country open to Charles, in oonsequenoe of which he orereame at 
once the moat serious difficulties ha had to contend with, want of provisions 
and u-ant of money, made himself master of the capital of Scotland, and, to the 
attonishment of himself, as well at of all Europe, penetrated into the rery 
heart of England. 

Being now certain that there was danger, though its extent wai oautionsly 
concealed from him, the lord president, a^r pointing out to the marquis of 
Tweeddale, who at that time wat a prindpal manager in Scotlish afUiin, a few 
thing* neceaury to be done in order to giro full elfect to hit exertions, has- 
tent^ to the north, and arrived at Culloden house on the 13th of August, six 
days befoie Charles unfurled his standard in Gientinnin, and while many of hit 
most devoted admirers ivere yet at a great lou whether to come forward to 
aisUlance, or to remain undeclared till circumtiancet should enable them mon 
accurately to calculate probabilities. To all these nothing could have b«en 
more unwelcome than the presence of the lord preeident, l« whom they, almost 
to a man, weie under penonal obligationi. Lyovat wailed upon and dined with 
his lordship the very day after his arrival, and requested his advice, atsuring 
him that hit wishes, at well as bii interest, siill led hiui to support the present 
royal family. Macleod of Modeod and Sir Alexander Macdonald of Skye also 
wrote to him, immediately on his arrival, in a loyal strain, though their 
presence was certainly expected at the unfurling of the insurgent standard at 
(jlenfinnin, which was so soon to take place. The letters are not so very ex- 
plicit at might have been wished, and, till (he advice and the presence of the 
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liH^ preud«nt encouniged them, tbeae gwitlenieD ware undoubtedly not cordial 
for the goTemiDenL Lorai miMt certuDly wM not, and hod Charle*, accordjug 
la hi* adnce, oome eait by InTernew, he would no doubt hare joined him on 
the inataiiL But the clans luTing ruahed down inUi the LoH'landf, while Sir 
John Cope, with the whole regular troope that were in SooUand, came nortli, 
added weight to the lotd pntident'i remoMlnncM, and for a time neiilrali— d 
all who were not preriouily comnutlAd, till the unfortuData sflair of Gladunuii 
gare a new imptdie to their hopee. Sir Alezandttr Mocdonald and Madeod 
of Madeod were avured by a ipecial inetMnger, thai their pait conduct w« 
not imputed to any want of leal for the cauae or want of aftection to the perwm 
of Chorlee, who coniidered llieir lerrice* to be now more useful to him than 
erer, and wai ready to roceire them ai hii beat friends. Lorat had a neMBge 
of the tome kind, and, aure that now hi* nght master, as ha called him, would 
prsTail, set himself to forward the marching of his Fraier* without delay. 
Still he continued his correspondence with the president, and laboured hard to 
keep up the iarce of loyalty, as did Madeod of Madeod, at the rery moment 
when he waa pledging his ftulh to that arch hypocHte to sead hit Macleodi to 
join the Froaers, the Mackintoshes and the Mackendes at Corryairack, within 
a giien number of day*. Happily for Madeod, he ws* greatly under the iu- 
duence of Sir Alexander Alacdonald, whose judgioent the Icvd president had 
completely opened upon the subject, and he not only did not fulfil his engage- 
ment with LoTal, but actually raised and headed hi* men to fight on the oppo- 

The Frasen, in the mean lime, formed a scheme for seizing upon the house 
of CuUoden, and either killing or making the president a prisoner. The ex- 
ecution of this plot wa* intrusted to the laird of Foyen, wbo made the attempt 
on the night of Tuesday, the 1 5tl) of October, the day when the dan* were 
engaged upon honour to aisemble at tlie pass of Corryarrack, for (be purpose of 
reinforcing the army of Charles at Edinburgh. The president, boweier, who, 
had arms been his profession, would probably hare been as celebrated a soldier 
H be MM A lawyer, knew his situation, and the men he lived among, belter 
than to suAer hiniielf to be so surprised. The castle itself was naturally strong ; 
•ereval pieces of cannon were planted upon it* rampart ', and it was occupied 
by a garrison, able and willing to defend it ; so that, learing behind them 
one of (heir number wounded, the assulanta were obliged to oontent themselves 
with carrying off some ibeep and cattle, and robbing the gardener and tJie house of 
anboneBtweBTer,Hha,it would appear, lired under the protection of the president. 
Like all other projector! of wicked Ihioga which fail in the execution, LoTat 
seems to hare been very much athamed of this aRair, and he was probably the 
mora *o, that the Madeod*, the Macdonalds, &c., who, (hat same day, were to 
hare joined his clan at Corryarrad^had not only not kept their word, but were ac- 
tually on the road to take their order* from the president, which compelled him 
once more to send, iu place of troops, an apology to Charles, with an abun- 
tlance of fair promises, in which he was at all tinuts suffidently liberal. The 
president had assured him, that, by killing and eating hi* sheep in broad day- 
light, the men who had made the attadc upon his house were all known, but 
that if they did no more barm be forgare them; only be wished they would 
send back (be poor gardener and weaTOr their things, and if they sent not back 
the tenant his cattle, they knew he must pay for them, LoTal, with wall^lfect- 
ed concern, and high euloginma upon hii lordship'* goodoaes, declare* the ac- 
tors in thi* rillanou* attnnpt to hare been ruffian* without the fear of God or 
BUD, and that he ha* ordered his son and Gortuleg to send back all the plun- 
der, particularly his lordship'* iheep, which be wa* ready to gin double ruiue 
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for, tBlli«r thiui that fall lordihip ihcnld mnt tbam, and, in ran they ihoijld 
not be found, offbi«d to dirida with him one hundred fat wedden, weing that 
be HM under gi«*t«rablig*tion to him and hli ftnilly Iban all the >heep, oxen, 
cowi, and honei, he erer powew a d, were mtth ; " And 1 beg, ray lord," be 
add*, " that you may not be in tbe leut appreheotiTe that any of thote rogue*, 
or any in my ooun^ go and dirturb your tennatt, for 1 lolemnly iwore t« 
<'ianuleg that, if any rillain or tmctI of my country durat preaume to hurt or 
dkturli any of yeur lordahip*! tenant*, I would go peraonally, though carried 
in a litter, and wa them ttiaed and Aamfftd. So, my dear lord, 1 beg you 
may bare no t^preheniion that any of youi tenant* will meet with disturb- 
ance, H long ai I lire in Ibi* country ; and I hope that my aon that repreienl* 
me trill follow my example, so let monaitUet, gOTemmeDt, and commonwealth*, 
tnke up fit* of reroiutioDi and wan, for Qod>* lake, my dear lord, let ut lire 
in good friendihip and peace together." It wat but a ihort time when, after 
the retreat from England, Charlei wa* met at Ulaignw by a menenger from 
iiont, requeiting him to *end north a party to mim InTomeM, and, if poauble, 
Mcure the lord pmident, wbo^ be affinued, had done him more harm than any 
man liring, haring, by hi* influence, preTontad more than ten thouMnd men 
from joining him. Circumtlance* of another kiod than Lornt'i adrice w requeit, 
brought Chark* to InremeM, and the lord pretident, along with luil Loudon, 
wa* under the nece**ity of taking refuge in the iilond of i^kye, where he re- 
mained till itux the twttle of CuUaden, when he returned to reap, a* many 
other good man bare done, neglect and ingratitude for all hi* lerrice*. Of 
tbeee aerricee and of tlii* neglect, the reader will not ba diipleeiad to find the 
following graphic deacription f^om hia own peib It i* a letter to Mr George 
Ra*a, then at London, inekeing latter* on the Mme lubjeet to Mr Peiham, Mr 
8<n>opa, and the duke of Newcaitle, date, loTemeai, May 13th, 1746. 

" Dear George, my por^prutation* are now otM'. Some account of my ad- 
rentura* you Mroly hare had from diAraitt hand* ; to give an exact one !■ the 
woric of more time than 1 can at preaent aflbrd. Tbe difficnltie* I had to 
■tmggle with were many; the i**ue, on tbe main, ha* been farourable ; and, 
upon a itrict renew, I am latiiGed with my own tnnducL I neilbar know nor 
care what critic*, who hs*e enjoyed eaae, in lafety, may think. The commit- 
•ion* lor tbe independent ccMnpanJw I diipoaed of in the way that, to me, 
•eemed tha moit frugal and profitable to the public ; the ui* they hare already 
been of to tbe public i> rery great, prerenting any aeoearion of itrength to tbe 
rebel*, before they martJnd into l^gland, waa no loiall aerrire ; the like pre- 
reolion, in lome degree, and tfte diMractioo of their force*, nben the dtike wa* 
adrandng, wa* of oontiderable uae ; and now they are, by the duke, employed, 
under tbe command of & Loudon, in Glengarry, and mu*t be the hand* by 
which tbe rebel* are to be hunted in their recemea. My other letter of thii 
date giTM the reaion why the return* of the officer*' name*, &c wa* not aooner 
made. I hope tbe certificate will be pjfficieot to put tbem upon the eitabliib. 
■uent, and to procure tbe ivuing of money tar ttiem. The return* of Ibe 
•e?«Tfd oompanle* in the military way EL Loudon will take care of What di*- 
troeiod ui meet in thit country, and wa* the real caute why tfie rebels came to 
head after their flight from Stirling, wa* the want of anni and money, which, 
God knoui, had been enough called for and expected. Had these come in 
titna, we oould hare armed a force sufficient to luTe prevented them looking at 
u* Ml tbia side Drumaditar. The men were prepared, sererBl hundred* assem- 
bled in dirir own counties, and some hundreds actually on the mardi ; but un- 
luddly tha ship that brought the few arma that were *ant, and the lum of 
m(»ey that came, did not acrire in our road eooner than the rery day m which 
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Ihe rebeli made themMlres nuicler of the banKck of RuthTMk It nai then too 
lat« to fetch uoarraed men from diitBucea, it wat OTen uniafe to InDd the armt 
and the money ; lo we irero forced to iuffer them remain on board and to re- 
treat with the force we had to praierve them for the further annoyance of the 
enemy. Another iU contequence, the tarimping ui of money had, was that, — at 
there were a great many <»ntingent wrricea abaolutely neoenary, and u all tlw 
DHtneythat could be niiaed upon lord Loudon's credit and mine wai not auf- 
licient to answer these extraordinary lerrices, — w« were obliged to make free 
with the cash remitted for the subsistence of the companiee. This at the long 
run will come out as broad as it is long when aocounls are made up and allow- 
ances innde for the contingent expense, but in the meantime it saddles us wiUi 
tlie trouble of settling and passing an account. 

" If any one will reflect on the situation I tfas in, and consider what I had 
to do, he will soon be conrinoed that the expenae I laid out could not be small. 
So £tr as I could command money of my own, you will easily beliere it waa 
employed without hesitation ; and of that I aay nothing at present. But when 
the expedient propoaed by the marquis of Tweeddale of tailing bills to be 
drawn on Mr Pelham failed, I had do resource but to take up money where I 
could lind it, from well disposed persons, on my own proper notes. That money 
so picked up was at the time of great serrice ; and now that peace is restored, 
the gentlemen with great reason expect to be repaid. . You can guess how ill 
I like a dun, and I should hope now tliat the confusions are orer, there can be 
no great difficulty in procuring me a remittance, or leave to diKw upon Mr 
Pelham or some other proper person, to the extent of the sum thus borrowed, 

which does not exceed one lltousand (ire hundred pounds sterling. I am 

heartily tired of this erratic course I lure been in, but as the prerention of any 
futtin disturbance, is a matter of great moment, and whidi require* aiuch de- 
liberation and some skill, if those on whom it lies to frame the scheme, for that 
purpose, imagine I can be of aay use to them, I should not grudge the ad- 
ditional fttigue of another journey ; but it is not improbable their resolutions 
may be already taken," Sic. There is in this letter an honest feeling, uid a 
frankly expressed conriction of the nJue of his lerrices; and though poaseased 
will) a prophetic anticipation of their being latterly to be orerlooked, an 
equally open and straight forwardly expressed determination to continue them 
as long as they sliould be usetiil to his country, strongly indicative of that high 
minded derotion to the best interests of his ipeciea, which peculiarly charao- 
teriied this great man. At the same time, there is manifested the most delicate 
feeling with regard to the money part of the transaction. What portion, and 
that was a Lirge one, hid been adraiiced from his own treasury he makes for 
the present no account of; but he pleads in the most gentlemanly utanner in 
behalf of those who had assisted him st the time, and could scarcely be expected 
to hare tlie same disinterested regard to the public terrice, and the same degree 
of philosophic patience. They expect with reason, he remarks, to be paid, 
and he interposes in the most delicate manner, hii own repugnance to be dun- 
ned, as the moat preiaing of all aigumenla in their farour. Surely nerer ims so 
small a request, and so exceedingly well founded, so modestly prepared, yet 
neter periupi did a reasonable one meet with a more careless reception. Up- 
wards of a month elapsed before he had an ansiver from (jeorge Hoos, with a 
bill for Sre hundred pounds, which perhaps was not for his own use. It has 
been generally said that he nerer receired one farthing, and to his generous 
spirit, if ha receired only this iinall portion, which we dare not afltrm be did, 
taken in connexion with the manner in which he did teceive it, it must have 
been nearly, if not more mortifying than if he had not. Uia grace of New* 
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Ddttle took no notice of hia letter till h« wai under (be noceitity of writing to 
liim upon another lubject, two mootha aftenrardi, and then in tbe moM cold 
Mid fgrmal manner inm^uable. Of any reply from Pelhooi and Scroope «e 
have not found a mtige, and would fondly iwpe that courtier* aa tlwy were, 
liiey hod so much grace remaining u to be unable to put pen to paper upon a 
bufioMi lo diigracefuL 

To a mind m pure and lo gentle *» wai that of president Forbes, this in- 
gratitude on the part of the goiemment muM have been eiceadingly painful; 
but we do not beliere that it wu the only or the principal tiling that weighed 
down hii ipiriL To tlie morality of courts and the gratitude of courtiers be 
was in theory at least no stranger, and u a prudent and practical man, must 
liare beeu in some Dieaiure proporsd to grapple with tbem ; but for the base 
duplicity and the ingTBtitude of his friends end neighbours, many of whom bad 
betrayed his. confidence iii (he groeiest manner, be could scan:ely be prepared, 
and tliey niust hare aAected him deeply. These, while they wrung bis heart with 
thft most pungent feelings of sorrow, furnished to the ignoraot, the suspicious, and 
the enrious, fruitful topics of detraction and nusrepresentatlon, against which, 
be must hare been aware, the best intentions and the most upright actions bare 
too often been found to afTord no protection. The care of the highlands bad 
beeu imposed upan him for many yean, he bad been a fatlier and a friend to 
almost every principal family they contained, and with few exceptions, these 
families hod in return made the stmogest ptoTessiiHis of loyalty to the gorem- 
ment, and of friendship and affection to bimseIC - This they had done too, with 
such apparent sincerity, as induced him to report them perfectly loyal, at the 
Tery moment they were signing associations, purchasing anus, and ready to a|»- 
pear in tbe field against the goTsmmenL How must he have felt to see the 
rery men he bad sared from total destruction, procured them the &Toursble 
notice of the gorernment, and cren high and honourable situations, rushing, 
from mistaken rjens of their own or their country's interests, upon tiie ruin of 
both ! It was tliis, we hare no doubt, gare the secret but incurable wound, 
which, tliough he continued to perform the duties of bis station with inBeKible 
firmness, and with imperturbable patience, brought him by sloii degrees to an 
Untimely gmre. 

Tho(4;h the lord president continued to discharge his office with his u»u.il 
fidelity and diligence, and though he uttered no mmplaints, it had long been 
nutter of grief to bis friends to obserre hia health rapidly declining, and in tiie 
mouth of Norember, it was judged necessary to send for his son from England, 
who arrived only in Lime to receive bis laU adrice and blessing. He died on 
the 10th day of December, 1747, in tbe sixty'Seuond year of his age. Tlie 
SBnie day he died, the following memorandum was made by his son : " My 
father entered into tiie everlasting life of God, trusting, hoping, and believing 
through the blood of Christ, eternal life and happiness. When I lirst saw my 
father upon the bed of death, his blsssing and prayer to me was — ' My dear 
John, you haTS just come in time to see me die. Slay tbe great God of heaven 
and earth bless and preserve you ! You have come to a very pow fai> 
tune ; partly through my own extravagance, and partiy through the oppres- 
sion of power. I am sure you will forgive me, because what I did was 
ivith a good intention. 1 know you to be an houMt hearted lad. Andrew 
Mitchell loves you aJTectionately ; he will advise you, and do what be can tor 
you. J depend upon Scroope, loo, which you may let bim know. 1 will adviie 
you nerer to Ihink of coming into parliament I left some note* with the two 
William Forbeses in case 1 had not seen you, Tliey are two afTectionato lads, 
and will be able to help you in some afiairs better than you would have done 
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TooRelf. John HoModi will help yon In yonr affliin in Uh north. My henrt 
bkedi for poor John Sled ; I raoomnMiided him to yon. When E wu in the 
north I poid Mine ooinidenbly Ui^e luna ibot I noTor dreunod of before, to- 
ward! defraying the diargei occadoned by the rebellion. There !■ but on* 
thing I repent me oT in my whole life, — not to hsTO t«ken better cue of you. 
Mny the grent God of hearen and eorih bleu and preMm you! 1 tiuat in the 
blood of Chriit. Be alway* ivligioui, fear and lore God. You may go, yon 
can tie of no KrrioB to nie here." Thia ahOM how deeply Ifaia fliat of jxtriota 
felt the unrequited BBCTiBeei he bad made tiw hii countiy, though he had 
Borer allowed rheae feelingi to interfere with the diadiai^ of hit public dutiea. 
Hig fean were certainly not without foundation, for his estate, in rontequence 
of the (arrifioei he had made, was encumbered wiLh debts to the amount of 
thirty thouiand pounds ilerling; and for aeveral yenrt after his death, there did 
not appear to be any poMibility of going on with it, but by selling the one 
half to preeorrathe other. Matten, howeTcr, proceeded at CuUodenmuch bet^ 
t«T than was expected. In 1749, the gorernnient bestowed a pension of foor 
hundred pounds aleriing a-year upon John Forbes, the lord pmident'i son, a 
worthy man, but posseMed of no great talent* for public business; and warned by 
the example, and profiting by the prudent advice of hb father, he spent hi* 
day* in retirement, profaobly with a higher enjoyment of life than if he had 
been surrounded with all the splendoutt of the most exalted station, and in less 
than thirty yean, had not only cleared his estate of all encumbrances, but add- 
ed to it considerably, by the purchue of oontiguoas lands, and thus, in his case, 
were terilied the words of inspiration, " The good man ia mercifiil and lendelh, 
and his seed is blessed." 

Though the signal lerrices of the Itvd president Forbes were oTerloohed by 
those who ought moat hi^ly to have eiteemed them, and whose proper prorince 
It was to have rewarded them, they were nut lort sight of by hk gratefiil coun- 
trymen, alt of whom seem to have regarded his death as a national calamity. 
He had been a public diancter upwards of thirty yean, during whidi, srarcely 
one motion had been made for the public benefit but what had originated with, 
or had reoeived its most powerful support froni him, In the infant manufac- 
tures of hi* country be took unceasing interest, and hi* upright and pure wpril 
breathed into her tribunals of jusdoe an order lind an equitable impartialiqr to 
which they were before total strangen, and whidi to this day happily nerer has 
forsaken them. Besides the new order of court, u to the hearing of causes, 
which he had the merit of introducing, and nhidi has been already alluded to, 
be wrought great and happy changes in the manner of the judgee. Before his 
time, the senaton often delivered their opinions with a wannth that was highly 
indeoorou*, detracting greatly from the dignity of the court and the weight 
and authority of its deeifion* ; this, by the candour, the strict Integrity, and 
the nice discernment, combined with that admirable command of temper, which 
marked his character, he was enabled completely to overcome, and to introduce 
ill it* place a dignified urbanity and a gentlemanly deference among the mem- 
ben of court to the opinions of each other, which succeeding lord* preudent 
have found no difficulty to susldo. 

The fi^owing character he* been drawn ot him by a late historian, with 
which we *hall conclude this memoir. " In pereon, the lord president KorbM 
was elegant and well formed, his countenance open and animated, his manner 
dignified, but easy and prepossesiing. Hi* natural talents were of the very 
fint order, enlarged by an excellent education, completely diadplined and fully 
matured by habit* of intense atudy, and of minute, and at the aame time ax* 
toosire obeervatlon ; and ihey were all employed most honourably and coi^ 
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identioiuily in Ihe real buunoH of lii^ HI* kunmg wo* profound and 
sxteDiive, beyond that of hii ooinpeen ; and, in forcible, tnanljr, and penuwire 
eloquence at the Scottiah bar, he had no competitor. Yet with nil thiiToit and 
Tiiible luperiority, he waa noTer dogmaticaL Ilia na* not tbe paltry ambition 
lliat could gratify itaelf by uttering liny connaiti or apaililing wilLidinu ; nor did 
he OTec, like too many who have ihune in bia profeaion, attempt lo dispote of 
an unmaDBgeabls lubjeiA by heaping upon it a mountain of worda, or enie- 
loping it in a whirlwind of bombait and nonMDie ; erery thing like aitifios be 
held in abfaoirence; and truth and juitice being at all timei the object! he aimed 
at, the law of kindneu wai erer on hia lipi, and an impreai of candour and sin- 
cerity gare an (Macular dignity to every aentiment nliiuh he uttered. Of the 
Toluine of inipiration, which he could conault with adfantags in tba original 
tonguea, he wai a diligent atudent; and that ha had experienced its tmnifomi- 
Ing iiifluenoe in no mean degree wm erident from the t«ie of bii mind, and 
the whole tenor of hii life and oosreitation. Like another of Scotland'i mo«t 
eminent benetacton, John Knox, — with whom alone, from the magnitude and for 
the diffitxilty of hit lerricea, though they uera coniiderably diuitnilar, he de- 
■erre* to be compared — he probably felt himeelf called upon istber for actire 
peraonal exertion than for Ihcee effort* of mind, which can be Hell and *uo- 
cewfuUy made only in the loduiion of the doeet, and through the mcdiimi of 
the pre** ; of cource hi* writings are not numeroui, but they exhibit, particularly 
hi* 'ilioughla on Religion, Natural and RevBaled, strong tnees of a pure, a pious, 
and an original niud. In pnTala life he was erery thing that is amiable — 1« 
a husband and a father, aiiectionately tender— a* a friend, generous in the ex- 
treme, often distreaing himself that he might tldly sod seasonably perform the 
duties implied in the character. Hi* neighbour* he was always ready to oblige ; 
and nwrit of every description found in him a prompt, a steady. Mid a disin- 
terested patroiv He ««« sprung from a family whose hospitality had been 
proTerbial for age* ; and when his hsalth, which was generally delicate, and his 
numerous amcation* would permit, few men could enjoy a bottle and a friend 
with a more exquisite relish. To be of his party, in these inomeDla of relaxa- 
tion, was a felicity et^rly coi«ted by the greatest and the wittieat men of hii 
age; and to sum up all in one word, such was the aterling word) of his diaiac- 
ler, that he was universally feared by the bad, and as unirersally lored by the 
good of all parties." 

FORBES, Fmia, an emineni preiata, was- by birth laird of Cone aiid 
OWeil, in Aberdeenshire, and descended from Sir Patrick Foitca, (third son of 
James, second lord FortMi,} armour-bearer to king James IL, fiwm whom, in 
U63, he got a charter of the barony of O'Neil. From the same branch of iho 
noble family of Forties are descended the Forbeees, baronet* of Craigieiar, and 
Ihe Forbeees, earls of Granard, in Ireland. The eubjecC of this memoir was 
bom in 1S61, and received the rudiment* of his education under Thomas 
Buchanan (nephew of the aulhca of the History of Scotland}, who wo* then 
sohoolmasler of Stirling. He next studied philosophy under Andrew Melville 
at Glasgow, and when that emineni reformer and learned man was removed to 
be principal of St Andrews, Forbes f<^ired him thither, and waa his pupil in 
Hebrew and theology. Such was the {»-ogrs*i he made in these studies, and 
such bis gravity, wisdom, and blamelcmiMas of life, that at an uncommonly 
early age he wa* aolidted to become a profeoor in the college. His fluher, 
howarec, suddenly recalled hi* son, in order that be might settle iu life ss a 
country gentleman ; and he soon after married Lucrelia Speni, daughter of 
David Spene of Wmnniston, in Fife. He lived fw sometime in rural retire- 
ment near Montmse, where hi* learning and piety attracted a great coooouree 
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of visitors, Mpeciallr of the clei^. At the death of hb father, he removed 
hence to the familj seat of Cone, wliere, to use the quaint phrase of hii Laliii 
bioprspber, Garden, he at once cultivated his hooks and his fields, regularly 
performing the duties of « clergyman every Sunday, before his domestics. 

At the time when Patrick Forbes entered into public life, the reformed 
church of Scotland had not settled down into any regular system of ecclesiasti- 
cal polity, and sometimes things were allowed to be done which would now he 
considered as at least eccentric, if not indecent. At the same time, the pro- 
fession of a clergyman, though holding forth little pecuniary advantage, was in- 
vested with so much popular power, aa to be highly invilinR, Vie hence find, 
in the inatances of Erskine of Dun, Bruce of KJnnaird, and others, that it had 
temptations even for gentlemen of good estates. It appears that, in the loose 
system of polity then acted upon, the laird of Corse, merely because he was a . 
devout man, and possessed of aome territorial influence Vas repeatedly intreated 
to perform the duties of a clergyman, as if it had hetn supposed that any little 
deficiency in point of clerical ordination, that could be urged against him, 
would be fully compensated by his weight as the laird of Corse. He accord- 
ingly did act temporarily as a minister, during the time when the clergymen 
who had attended the prescribed general assembly at Aberdeen in 1 60JS, were 
suffering exile from their parishes. Instead of this exciting episcopal inter- 
ference, we are told that Patrick Blackburn, bishop of Aberdeen, no sooner 
heard of the excellent ministrationa of the laird of Corse, than he, in concur- 
rence with the synod of his diocese, intreated him to take ordination, and be- 
come the minister of hU own parish. Although this request was made ohenei 
than once, Forbes steadily resisted it, alleging as a reason his sense of the 
weight of the priestly duties, and of the difficulty of the timea. These things, 
however, being conveyed by some malevolent person to the ear of the primate, 
(Gladstones, archbishop of St Andrews,) that dignitary sent an order, prohibit- 
ing Corse from preaching any more until he should take ordination. Having 
no alternative, the laird returned to his former practice of family womhip, at- 
tending the church every Sunday as a private individual, and afterwards 
exercising upon a portion of the Scriptures before his servants. He went on 
thus for seven years, and was so far from exciting schism by his well-meant 
exertions, that no one in the neighbourhood was a more r^ular or respectful 
attendant upon parochial ordinances. At length, the neighbouring gentlemen 
and even the clergy frequented the family worship at Corse, where they heard 
most able elucidations of the epistles of St Paul, and also those commentaries 
on the Revelations, of which an abridgment was afterwards published. 

At the end of the period alluded to, the minister of Keith, though a pious 
and worthy man, fell into a fit of melancholy, and, after sufiering for some time, 
made an attempt upon his own life. He had hardly inflicted the fatal wound, 
when he was overtaken by deep remorse, and, having sent for the laird of 
Corse, was immediately attended by that devout man, who proceeded to reason 
with him in so earnest a manner as to open his soul fully to a sense of sjurilual 
influences. The unfortunate man, with his dying breath, renewed the request 
which had so often been proffered to Forbes, that he would consent to under- 
take the pastoral charge of the pariah ; which request, taking place under such 
impressive circumstances, and enforced at the same time by the eloquence of the 
neighbouring clergymen and gentry, at length prevailed, and the laird of 
Corse immediately became minister of Keith. He was at this time forty-eight 
years of age. 

In 1618, Forbes was appointed bishop of Aberdeen, with the uncere ap- 
probation of all classes of the people. Attached from principle to the episcopal 
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form of ehurdi gOTemment, hs concuiT»d in the Ave articles of Perth, trhjcii 
wera that yaar impoMd upon the Scottitli churuh. It doei not appear, huiv- 
erer, Uist biihop FoAet uted any lerere insnoi to carry these article! into 
praetine, for ire an inrormed by Burnet [Life of BedelQ lluit, by hli remarka' 
ble prudence, he " greatly allayed, and alinoct conquered, not only the diitem- 
pered judgnienti, but the perrerae and turbulent humoun of djren in his din- 
cese." In hi* nhde conduct m a biihop, be appear* to hare been uniformly in- 
ftueneed by an honeit and conscientioat regard to the obligations of the charac- 
ter which he had aasuraed, and what be conMiTod to be the be«t means of pm- 
ninting the intereita of piety and virtue. He was not only careful to Rx worthy 
clergymen in his dioceae, but to make proper proriiion for their support and 
that of thaic successors. He suc>;eeded in reooiering many of the rerenuaa 
which, in the tumults of the Teforming' period, had been lost or neglected, and he 
used all proper methods .with heritor* and titulars of leindt, and othen, to make 
augmentation of stipend* ; which he had no sooner elTected in some cue*, than he 
dissolred the pernidous union of parishaa, and eilablished a clei^man in each. 
Eren from his own income, limited as it must hare been, he bestowed much up- 
on the poorer clergy. He wa* very strict in examining those who applied for 
ordination, and thus secured for Aiture time* a superior body of clergy. He 
WAS also indefatigable in risiting and inspecting his clergy, a duty which be 
generally perfonied in a somewhat singular manner. ** It was hi* custom," 
•ays Burnet, " to go without pomp or noise, attended only by one terrant, that ' 
he might the more easily be informed of what belonged to hit car& When be 
waa told of the weakness or negligeuoe of any of his clergy, he would go and 
lodge near his church, on Saturday, in the evening, without making himself 
known, and the next day, when he was in the pulpit, he would go and hear 
him, that by this he might be able to judge what his common sermon* were ; and 
as they appeared to idm, he encouraged or admoniihed him,'' 

Sometime after his promotion to the bishopric, he was appointed diancellor 
of King'* college, Aberdeen, which institution he rsised from a state of utter 
desolation and neglect, tu be one of the most flourishing in the kingdom. He 
fully repaired the building* ; he inizeased the library, revived the professor- 
ships of divinity, canon law, and physic ; and procured the addition of a new 
professorship in divinity. At length, finding hi mielf drawing near his latter end, 
he sent for all the clergy of Aberdeen to receive the sacrament along with him, 
and two days after, March SSth, 1035, breathed his last, with the most piou* 
expressions of hope, and full of religious consolation. At hit Aineral, which 
took place in the cathedral church of Aberdeen, Dr Barron preached an appro- 
priate sermon to a numerous auditory, which was afterwards published.' 

This great ornament of the episcopal church in Scotland i* durncterized in 
the manner of the Ume, as a man of singularly clear geniu*, solid judgment, 
the highest prudence, piety, and integrity, of much authority In couuasl, and 
invincible fortitude and constancy of mind. Bishop Burnet informs us, tliat hs 
'' sauce ever lulfered any man of merit to ask any thing at his hands, but anti- 
cipated them ; while those whoee characters would not bear a severe scrutiny 
oerer dared to solicit him. He had a quick eye and sprightly countenance, 
iriiieh prored an additional ornament to his exprcasioDs, which were grave and 
nujeatic, and of peculiar insinuation and grace. In parliament, he was eleiUed 
one of the lords of the articles, and hi* judgiuent there, and In council, waa 
cnnsidered as an oracle." 

■ Tha only norks or bishop FVbet, whIcLi have Iwen publislisd, are hli Commcniar}' onths 
BeviJiiIinn. printinl at Lundsn in ISIS, (r^publiahod in Latin itft«r hla dinth, by his nn,; 
■ad B treatise autillxl liliUjrdtaliDae* do itrbo Dai, st Diseertatlo da VenlaQiljiu Vemuailla. 
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, JoBH, woond lOD of biihop ForiiM, mu bon, Sby Snd, IS93, 
■nd t«oe)T«d tb« nidimenti of bii religiaw and liteiuy education under tlie 
care of hii fatlrar. In 1607, ha wsi wnt to Kins'! college, Aberdeen, where 
he ctudied philoiophy. Aflermrdi, he ^ent lome yean on tbe continent, 
■tudying theol<^, fint at Heidelberg, under the cetebialed Pareui, and wibee- 
quently at Sedan, and other oelebraled utiiTenitie* in upper and loner Ger- 
many. He dev<^ed much of hii aUantJon to the wriUngi of the father*, and 
made great progieM in the study of Hebrew, both of whidi brandiei of knoK- 
ledge, he eontidered ai of the lirM tmpoitaDoe to a theologian. Tbe learning 
which he Ihui acquired enabled him, in 1618, to maintain a public diipule 
agiinit the crchbitbop and the Lutheran* at Up«J. Returning next year to 
Scotland, he was, at the following lynod of the dioceee of Aberdeen, called to 
tbe profcMiou of the gospel, and, soon aftw, ins elected profe«or of dirfnity 
In King's collie. By the death of his elder brolher, in 1686, be became beir 
apparent of hi« father as laird of Cone and O'Neil, to which honour be aAer- 
wards duly acceded. At the breaking out of the oorenantiog iniunection in 
1638, Forbes publidied an admonition, in which be pwnted oiA tbe erilt likely 
to arise from the bond into which tbe nation was plunging itielf, and loudly and 
earnestly implored that peace might be preMrred, It la wall known that this 
adrice was not foUnwed, attliough the people of tbe norlhem pmrincee gene- 
rally abetained from entering into the corenanL In sunnDer, that year, a de- 
puiation of the corenanters, headed by the earl of Montroae, arrired at Alwr- 
deen, for the purpoee of arguEng the inhabitant! into an acceptance of their 
bond; but owing to tbe exertions of Forbes, and other preacben and profee- 
iun, they met with little suocesiL Tbe Aberdeen doctors, aa they wwe called, 
maintained a disputation against the depute* of the corenant, with auch spirit 
and eflbct at forms a curious episode in the history of the ciril war. Tfaey were 
wannly thanked by the king for their loyalty, and aUneted tbe'reqtectM notice 
of the church party in England, on account of their pro-episcopal argumenia 
In a grateful letter address nd to them by the king, from Whitehall, January 
91(t, 1639, the name of Forbes stands fint in the list But tbe corenanten 
were now too warmly engaged In tbeir oppovtion to the king, to pay nuidi at- 
tenticwi to ergumenL £^y in 1639, inetead of a deputation to argue, an 
army came to coerce ; so tliat, finding no longer any safety in Aberdeen, the 
bishop and two of the doctras took shipping for England, while Forbes retired 
to hii bouse of Cone. AAsr the pacification of Berwidi, he returned to tbe 
dty, and preached for sodm time in one of the vacant pulpits. Haatilities,baM'- 
erar, were soon after renewed, and a* the coTenanlera wet« resdTed to urg« the 
bond upon OTery public penoo, Fcttbei, as well as others was auaunoned before 
tbe synod of Aberdeen, to aniwir for his recusancy. It mm in Tain that he 
utgcd his contdentioua objections; the tinwi were not such as to allow of a 
refined toleration, and he was deposed for contumacy. He appean to hare 
now deroled himself, in the library of King's college, to (he oompoeiUon of bis 
great work, the " Hislorico-Tbeological Institutions," wliicfa ha was about to 
finish, when the solemn league and eovenant occasioned a fteth •pplteatlon to 
men of bit class, and he was obliged, with great reluctance, to Iobto hii natire 
country, April 5th, 1614. Hereaided for two yean in Holland, and there com- 
pleted and published his " Inctitutioos," which was by tar the meat learned and Ta- 
luable work of the kind tliat had ihen been offered to the public Keturning to 
his natire country in 1646, be lired for lome time in unmolested retirement at 
CotM, where he bu«ed hinuelf in making some considerable additions to the 
work alMve mentioned, which were not pubUsIied during the author's life-tim& 
After a life, which bis biogtspber has called a continual preparation for death, 
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ftb learned, pioiM, Mid Tirbiou* num expired, April 99tfa, 161S, al the inmw- 
tiire pgQ of fihy-fire. He hud, by hii wife, who we* s uatiTe of Middlebiuf, 
two Hiiu, of vrhom one lurriTed him, and wai the heir of hi* leming uid rjr- 
tue, u well M ef hii eatat«e. The frieodi of Dr Forbea derired that he thould 
be buried in the cathednl bedde hii fiuber ; but thjt wu forbidden by tbe pony 
then in power, and the monman were obliged to oairy hii liody to an ordinary 
church-yard, where it lie* without any moDument It ii painful to add another 
inatanoe of the narrow ipirit to wfaidi reHgtoui hostility wH carried, in an age 
otheiwiM choracteriied by k> much lealoiH piety. While proteMor, Forbe* bad 
punJiOMd a houae at Old AberdMo, wliere King** college ii otuatad, and nnde 
it orer for tbe ue of hii lUceeMori ; but baring fitrgot to lecure hi* life-rent in 
it, he ws* aAerwarda deprived of it by the preruling party.' 

FX>RBES, Sol Williu, of Pitiligo, an eminent banker and dtiien, wai l>oni 
at Edinburgh on the Gth of April, L7S9. He wu dewanded by tbe father** 
tide, from a younger branch of the anrient and reipeclable family of Forbai of 
Uonmutk, the propriebw*, at the cloM of the MTeDleenth century, of the noble 
barony of that name, on the banki of the Don, in Aberdeewhire ; and by hii 
paternal gnndmother, from tbe itill older and more dignified family of the lend* 
Finligo, in the tante county. Hi* mother wai alio a brandi of the &mily of 
Foibee of Menmuik, one of the fint funilie* in Scotland who were inTeated 
with the badge of Nova Scotia baronet*, which *till i* worn by their deacendent*. 

Hi* ftthar, who wai brad to the bar, and wai riling into eminence in that 
profe**ion, died when be wai only four year* of age, learing hi* mother, then 
a young woman, with two in&nt *oni, and rery ilender mean* of lupport. She 
lived at firit at Milne of Forgue, on the eMate of Bogny in Aberdeanibire, with 
the proprietor of whidi territory ibe wai connected through her mother, and 
afterwardi fixed her reiidence at Aberdeen, with her two *oni, where (be re- 
HuiiDad for teferal yean, mperintending their eduation. While there, the 
younger ion, who ii reprcaented a* baring tteen a moit engaging boy, died, fa> 
tbe inexpreiuble grief of hi* mother, learing her remaining hope* to centre on 
Sir WillUm, then her only child. 

Iliougb reared In con&ied and atraitened drcnnatanraa. Sir William had not 
only Ibe lienefit of an excellent education, but wa* under tbe Immediate care 
and Miperintendence of the iDOit reapeclahle gvntlenen in Aberdeenihire, Hi* 
guardian* were lord Forbei, hi* uncle lord Pililigo, hi* maternal uncle Mr 
Morriiou of Bogny, and Id* aunt** hu*bend Air Urquhart of Meldrum, who were 
not only mo*t attentire to the dutiea of their ln*t, but habituated him from hi* 
eorLeit yean to tile liabil* and ideaa of good lociaty, and laid the foundation Ot 
tliat highly hoooucable and gentlemanlike diaracter which ao remarkably dia> 
tinguiihed him in after life. 

It ha* been often obaarred, that the aource oi erery thing which ti pure and 
upright in lubiequent yean, i* to be found in the leoon* oTrirtue and piety 
inuilted into the inhnt mind by maternal lore ; and af thli truth the character 
of Sir William Forbe* offbrd* a algnal example. He himaelf uniformly declared, 
and loleinnly repeated on hi* death bed, that he owed erery thing to the up- 
right choraoler, pioua h^iu, and leduloui mre of hi* mother. She Im> 
lotted to a cla** foroierly well known, hut unhappily nearly extinct in tbi* 
country, who, though daioended from ancient and honourable familie*, and in- 

t TbsworkiorDr ForlK*Bra,l.Iruiiicum Amutoribus Verilalls et Psdain EocluliiSeNi- 
miH, Abenlecn, 4Ui, ItSS. 9. Jounnla Forb«ii a (Jone liBlItuiiuia Hiitorko-Theologio, 
AmMel. foUu, I64S 3. AniwMtioiiB Ui Uia Utin trandatlon of tal> fother'i CommBiitaria* 
on th« ApooUypK, Amstel. 4Lo, ]64e. 4. Ten Books ot Moral TbeolHr. HIi whu<a mirki 
wire collected and pubJIshed In two Tolumo Tollu, U Amaterdnm, In ITO3. wjita a life pnifi» 
•d, bjr Mr Qaarg* Ganlon. 
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tiDMte with the b«tt wdMy in Scol1«id, lired in princy, snd what wnld tim 
b« deemed porerty, tolely eDgag«d in the caie of tbeir children, and the dic- 
dtarge of their •ocial and religiout dutie*. Many penon* bis Hill alire, who 
recollect nilh gratiUide and Teneration UieH remnanb of die olden tim«*; iimI 
in the inceisBnt care which they dsroted to tlie moral and raligioua education 
of thrir ofl^ng, i> to b« found the pure and tacred fountain Aom wbidi all 
the proeperily aad rirtue of Sootlaod hai flowed. 

Both Sir WiUiani'i father and hia mother wore memben of the Scottish epia- 
oopal churdi; a reiigioui body which, although oxpoeed to many rexatiooi 
and diiabiliUM lince the RcTolution in tG88, continued to nunbor among it* 
memben many of the moat reipectable and conadentiousinhabitanta of the coun- 
try. To this commuDion Sir William continued OTor after to belong, and to 
hia humane and beneficent exeitiani, iU preaant comparatiraly proaperou* and 
enlarged itate may be in a great meaaure aacribed. It ia to the credit of tbftt 
chnrch, tbat it formed tbe character, and trained the virtuea, of one of tbe 
moat diatjuguiahed and uieful men to whom the Sooltiah metropolia haa given 
birtb. 

Aa toon aa the education of her aon rnu ao far advanced aa to permit of liii 
entering upon aome profeaaiau, hit mother, lady Forbei, remoied lo Edinburgh 
in October, L753, where an eataemed and excellent friend, Mr Farqulianon of 
Haughton, prerailed on the Meaara CoutI* aoon after to receire him aa an ap- 
prentice into their highly re*pecteble banking bouae-~araong the earlieet eata- 
bliahmenta of the kind in Edinburgh, and which haa for abore a century oon- 
ferred inch incalculable benefit on all cLuaea, both in the metropolia and the neigh- 
bouring country. The mother and aon did not in the fint inalance keep houae 
for themaelrea, but boarded with a ratpectable widow lady ; and it ia worthy of 
being recorded, aa a proof of the difference in the atyle of living, and the value 
of money between that lime and the preaeot, that the turn paid for the board of 
tbe two waa only forty pounda a year. 

At Whitiunday, 1754, aa Sir William waa bound an apprentice to the banking 
houae, abe removed to a amall houte in Forreater^ Wynd, oonaiating only of a 
tingle floor. From auch imall beginninga did the fortune of ihia diatinguiahed 
uutn, who afierwaidt attained to eminent a ttation among hia fellow citizent, 
originally apring. Even in theaa humble premiaet, thia exemplary lady not only 
preaerred a dignified and reapectable independence, but properly aupporied the 
character of hit &ther'l widow. She waa viuted by pertona <^ the vary fint 
dittinction in Scotland, and frequently entertained them at tea paitiea in the 
afternoon ; a mode of teeing tocieCy which, although almott gone into ditute 
wilb the increatiug wealth and luxury of modem mannen, waa then very pre 
Talent, and where incomparably belter convertation prevailed, than in the larger 
Bttembliea wbicll have aucceedad. At that period alao, when dinner or aupper 
partiet were given by ladie* of rank or opulence, which waa iMuetimee, though 
aeldom the toM, their drewlng room* were frequented in the anemoon by the 
young and the old of both aezea ; and opporlunitiea afforded for the aoquiailion 
of elegance of manner, and a tatte for polite and tuperior cooinitalion, of which 
Sir Williain did not fait lo profit in the very higheat degree. 

It waa an early impreaaion of Sir William't, that one of hit principal dutlea in 
life contialed in reitoring hia ancient, but now dilapidated family ; and it waa 
under thia faeling of duty, that he engaged in the mercan^le profeaiion. Tbe 
following meuortinduni, which wat fouud among hit eorlieit papera, thoiri how 
uon thia idea bad taken poateMloo of hit mind : — *' The ilender prvviaion 
which my father hot left me, although he had, by great attention to buaincH 
and finig^iiy, been enabled in tbe uourae of that life, to double the piUance 
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which originally fell to him out of the wredt of the &inii; wlate, Mndemd il 
abaolutely neccMary for roe to Utadi myMlf to Mme profenion, for my fjtuM 
■upport ond the retlomtion of the decnyed foitunM of my faniily." — In punu- 
an«s of thli honomTible feelin|;, he esriy end auiduoiuly applied to the profei- 
•ion which he had embraced, and by thi) meeni, wai emihled ultimately to 
eDbct the object of hia ambition, to an extent that rarely falli to the lot eren of 
the nioct pmperoui in thil world. 

Hii npprenticethip lasted wTen yean, during' irhicb he continued to Ktp 
with lady Forbet In the «ame frugal and retired manner, but in the enjoyment of 
the lanie dignified »nd excellent society which they had embraced upon their 
first coming to Edinbui^h. After its expiry, he acted for two years a« derk 
In the eatablJihment, during which time bis increasing emoluments enabled hin 
to make a considerable addition to the eomforta of hii mother, nhose happinen 
was erer the chief object of his care. In ITGl, his excellent abilities and ap- 
plication to business, induced the Meairt Coutts to admit him u a partner, with 
a small share in the banking house, and he erer after ascribed his good fortune 
in life, to the fortunate connexion thus formed with that great mercantile family. 
But without being insensible to the beneHts arising from lu^ a connexion, it ii 
perhap* more just to ascribe it to his own underiating purity and integrity of cha- 
racter, which enabled him to bim to the best adranloge thow fortunate inci- 
dents which at one tiuie or other occur to all in life, but which so many luKa 
to atcape from negligence, instability, or a mistaken exercise of their talents. 

In 176.3, one of the Heesn CcHXtlt died ; another retired fiom buunest 
through ill health, and the two ethen were settled in London. A new company 
was therefore formed, consisting of Sir William Fortiei, Sir James Hunter Blair, 
Rnd Sir Robert Berries ; and although none of the Mesin Coutts retained any 
connexion with the firm, their name was retained out of reapect to the eminent 
gentlemen of that name who had preceded them. The businea* wa* carried on 
on this footing till 1773, when the name of the firm woi (Ranged to that of 
Forbes, Hunter, & Co., which it haa ever since been j Sir Robert Herriet having 
formed a separato establishment in St James street, London. Of the new firm, 
Sir William Forbes continued to be the head from thnt time till the period of 
his death ; and to his sound judgment and practical sagacity in businees, much 
of its subsequent prosperity was oiting. His first mre was to withdraw the 
concern altogether from the alluring but dangerous speculations in com, in 
which all the priiate bankers of Scotland wera at that period to much engaged, 
and to restrict their traniactions to the proper business of banking, Hiey com- 
menced issuing notes in 1733, and rapidly roae, from the respect and esteem 
enUrtained for all the memben of the firm, as well ai the prudence and judg- 
ment with which their business was conducted, to a degree of public confidence 
and prosperity almost unprecedented in thi* country. 

In 1770, he married Mi« Elliaibeth Hay, eldest daughter of Dr (afterward* 
Sir James) Hay ; a imion pmductire of unbroken happiness to bis future life, 
and from which many of the most fortunate acquisitions of partners to the 
firm hare ariseu. This event obliged him to separata from his mother, the old 
and Tenemled guide of his infant yean, as her habits of privacy and retirement 
we>« inconsistent with the more extendud drcle of society in which he was now 
to eng^. She continued from that period to live alone. Her remaining life 
was one of unbroken tranquillity and retirement. Blessed with a seiene and 
contented disposition, enjoying the kindness, and gratified by the rising pra»- 
petily and high charactor which her son had obtained; and fortunate in seeing 
tlie fortune* of her own and her husband's &mily rapidly reriring under his suc- 
cessful exertions, ihe lived happy and cooMnted to an extreme old age, calmly 
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AWBiting theappmmcb of daoth, hi whtdi die n«ith«r kxiked forward witli deafra 
nor ftppnbeniiiM, AfW a Ufa of iinbl«niibed nrtue and wtolut duty, ita* 
expired cm the SOOi December, 1789. 

The beneTolanca of Sir William Fwbee'i cfawacter, hi* unweiried durlt; 
and sctirity of diipoeition, naUu»liy led to hie taking k rery proratiient iltare 
in the Dumeroui public diaritiM of Edinbui^ Tlie fint public duty nf Ihii 
kiod which ba uadeitook, wai thsU of a manager of the diarity woik-houw, ta 
which he wa* appointed in 177 1. At ttui period the expenditure of that meful 
ectabliahment wa« gieater than ita income, and It wai neoeewry for the managen 
to communicate for eereral yeara after with the nwgiitratM and ether public 
bodiet, aa to proriding for the delictti, and the itate and management of the 
poor. Sir William forbee wa« one of the lub-committee appointed by tbe man. 
agen to arrange thii important matter, and upon him wai deralved the duty of 
drawing up the repoH* and menioriala reapectiog that charity, which during (be 
yean 1779 and 1773, were printed and circulated to induce the public tococM 
forward and aid the eitabliifamant ; a duty whidi he perforiBed with equal 
Ability and aucce*. The mean* of iraproring Ihii inatitution, in whkh he erer 
through life look the warmeU intereit, ooeupied about thi* period a Tery large 
jhare of hi* thougfab, and in 1777, be embodied them in the fetm of a panK 
l^let, whidi he publiibed in reference to the lubject, abounding both in prac- 
tical knowledge and ealigiiteoed beneTolence. 

Another moat Important imtilution, about the aome period, naa deeply In- 
debted to hi* actirity and penererance for the wooeMful termination of ila diAl- 
cultiea. The late high tchool haTiDg become nUnon*, and unfit tor tbe Intreaa- 
ing number of •cholsri who attended it, a few public-epirited indiriduala fonned 
a committee in conjunction with the magJttntaa of tbe city, to build a new one. 
Of Ibi* committee. Sir William Forbe* «a* chairman ; and beeidee contributing 
largely hiouelf, it wa* to hia actirity and penerarance (hat the euccet* of the 
undertaking wa* mainly to be aicribed. The amount lubeoibed wa* £3,3D0, a 
rery large ium in thoee daya, but itill ineufBdent to meet the expemee of tlie 
work. By hi* exertiona the debt of £1,100 wa* gradually liquidated, and be 
had the aatitfaction of laying the foundation (tone of the edifice deitined to be 
the aoene of the early efTorta of Sir Walter Soott, and many of the greetaat nun 
whom Scotland ha* produced. 

He wu admitted a member of tbe Orphan Hoapital directory on the 8th of Au> 
gi>t, 1774, and acted ai manager from 1743 to 1738, and from 1797 to 1801. 
He alwayt took a warm intereit in the concern* of that excellent charity, and do- 
Toted a conaiderable part of bi* time to the care and education of the inbnta who 
were thu* brought under hia luperintendenoe. He wa* become a member of 
the Merchant Company in 1784, and in 1786 wa* elected maiter; an oAea 
whidi though held only for a year, waa repeatedly conferred upon him during 
the remaindM of hi* life. He olwayi to«^ an actire ihare in the management 
of that great company, and wa* a warm promoter of a plan adopted long after, 
of rendering the annuitie* to widows belonging to it a matter of right, and not 
fatour or (olicitaUon. The aame tituation mode him a leading member of (he 
cmnuiitlee of merchant*, appointed in 17TS, to coufer with Sir Jamee Montgo- 
mery, then lord adrocote, on the new bankrupt act, introduced In that year, and 
many of Ita nHMt rsluable dauaee were auggeated by hia experienoe. In that 
character ha took a leading part in the affair* of the Merdiant Maiden*' Huepital , 
which i» governed by the officer* or the Merchant Company, and wa* elected 
governor of that charity in 178G The aame cauaea made him goremor of 
Woiaon^ ho^tal during the year that he wa* preudent or aawttant of the Mer- 
chant Company, and preaident of the gorernon of (iilletpie** he^tal, when that 
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charit; mi oponed in 1 809L He fluthftilly and Bwiduouily diidurg^ the du- 
tSm coniwcted wilh the manBgement of tbeae hotpitalt during all the tiiM Uial 
be WM at their head, and devoted to theM truly benevolent object! b degree of 
time which, coniidering hii multifariotu engagemeols in buiincM ii truly turpri- 
fiag, and atTordi lb« twit proof bow much niny be done even by Uieae moet «ii< 
g>ged, by ■ proper efMmomy in that important partiQular. 

FrMn the firU inKitutioo of the Society of Antitjuariei, and the Royal Sodety 
In 1783, be waa s oonMiluted member of both, and took an BCtire ihare in 
their fonnation and nwDagemenL From 1785 downwarda be ma conitantly a 
luaDager of tbe Iloyal Infirmary of Edinburgh, and km indefatigable in hia en- 
deaioun Ut ameliorate the lituation and atauage tlie aufferinga of the unfortunate 
inmalea of that admirable ealablkhmenL At hii death he left £S00 to the in> 
ftimtioii, to be ^plied to the fund for the bene6t of palienti. 

In 1787, he wai appointed one of the truiteaa fur Uie encouragement of manu> 
facturei and Giheriet, of which hU friend Mr Arbuthnat wa* eeoretBry, and he 
continued for Ibe lemaioder of hi* life to be one of iti moat active and effidenl 

One of tbe graateat ImproTementa ti4iicb Edinburgh i«ceived waa the forma* 
tion of the South Bridge in 1781, under the awpioe* and difecUon of hi* 
friend Sir Jamea Hunter Blair, In the management and guidance of thii great 
work that enterpriiing dtizeu waa mainly guided by the adrice of hi* friend 
Sir William Forbet, and he itn* ofternvrdi one of the moit active and zealoua 
tniateea, who under the SS, Gbol HI, c S9. carried into full execution after 
hi* death that great public undertaking. In (electing the plan to be adopted, 
the more plain deiign which afforded the accommodatiim required trai preferred 
to the coatly and magnificent one fumiahed by the Mewra Adami : and with 
■neb judgment and wiadom woe the work carried into effect^ tbat it waa com- 
pleted not only without any Icu, but with a large aurplu* to the public. Of 
Ihia iurplua £3000 waa applied to another very great improvement, the draining 
of the Meadow*, while the ten per cent addition to tbe land tax, which had been 
levied under authority of the act aa a guarantee fund, and not being required for 
the |>urpoee* c^ the tnut, wa* paid over to tlie city of Edinburgh for tlte u*e of 
the community. When lhe*e reiulla are oontraated with thoee of *inu]ar ander^ 
taking* of the preeent age, the tagacity of the aubjecl of thia memoir and hie 
pnrtner. Sir Jamea Hunter Blair, receive* a new luatr^ far above what waa re- 
flected upon Ibero, even at the time when the beneGl* of their exertiima were 
more immediately felt 

In IT8S, be uro* prevailed on to accept the situation of chairman of the lub- 
eommlLtee of delegate* from the Highland countoea, for obtaining an alteration 
of the law paaeed the year before, in regard to amoll atilli within the Highland 
line. Nearly the whole labour connected with thia moat important *ubject, and 
all the correipondence nilh the gentlemen who were to *upport the deiired al- 
teration in parliament, fell upon Sir William Forbea, liy hia indefatigable 
effort*, however, aided by thoee of the late duke of Alho), a nobleman ever 
alive to wlmtever might tend to Ibe improvement of the Highland*, llie object 
wna at length attained, and by the %S. Ueo. 111. thi* impoitant matter wa* put 
upon an improved footing. 

Ever alive to the coll of humanity and Ibe auReting* of the afflicted, he early 
directed hi* attention to ilie formation of a Lunatic Aaylum in Edinburgh ; an 
luatttution the want of >ihich hb* at that Ume eeverely felt by all, but, especially 
the poorer claaae* of (odety. Having collected the printed account* of limilar 
inttitution* in other plncei, ho drew up a aketch of the intended eftnbliihmenl 
and an adveniaement for it* wipport, in March, 1783, Ibougii a aufGdentium 
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could nnt be collected to Mt the deeign on Toot at that time, a foundation «a« 
laid, on which, under the auipicei of hii kui, the late Sir William, aai other 
benerolent and public ipirited iiidiTiduab, the praieiit exeeUent rtructure at 
Momingiide wii ultimately reared. 

The late benerolent Dr JohniCon of Leith haring fbrmed, in 170S, a plan 
for the eitabliihment of u Blind Aiyluio in Edinbur^, Sir William Foibe*, both 
by Lberal tubacription and actire exertion, greatly contributed to the (uccen of 
the undertaking. He vrna the chairman of the committee appointed by the 
Bubicriben to draw up regulationa for the eatabliibmeni, and when the commit- 
tee of inariBgenient wai appointed, he waa noinioated rice preaident, «dildi lituo- 
tion be continued to hold with the uioit unwearied actirity tilt the time of hii 
death. Without deicending farther into detail, it i> iuAcieot to obferre that, 
for the lait thirty yean of his life, Sir William wna either at the head, or ao- 
tirely engaged in Uie management of all Uie charitable e«tabli«hmenti of Edin< 
burgh, and that many of the noet taluable of them owed their exiatenoe or 
■ucceat to hia exertioiu. 

Nor waa it only to hii natira city that hii beneRcent exertioni were confined. 
The family eitala of Fitaligo, haring been forfeited to the iraini in 174C, waa 
brought to Bale in 17SB, and bought by Mr Forbea, lord Pitaligo'i only eon. 
Hit embarrsmmenla, howerer, loon compelled Mm to bring the loner barony 
of Pitaligo to ula, and it wai bought by Mr Garden of Troup : Sir William 
Forbea being the nearest heir of the &mily, toon after purdtaaed 70 acres of 
the upper barony, including the old manaion of Pitaligo, now roofless and 
deserted. By the death of Mr Forbes in 1781, Sir William succeeded to 
the lower barony, iiith which he had now conuected the old mnntion house, 
and thus aaw realized his early and fkvourite wish of restoring to his ancient 
family, their paternal inheritance. 

The ocquisition of thii property, which, though extenaire, wai, from the eni- 
barrwiinents of the family, in a moat neglected slate, opened a boundless field 
far Sir William's actire beuerolenco of disposition. In bis chatacter of laiid- 
lord, he was most anxious for the improvement and happiness of the people on 
bii estates, aiid spared neither time nor expense to eDect it He early com- 
menced their improvement on a most liberal scale, and bent his attention in an 
especial manner to the cultiration of a large tract of moss which still remained 
in B state of nature. With this view he laid out in 1788, the village of New 
Pitsligo, and gave every assistance, by lending money, and forbearance in the 
exaction of rent, to the incipient exertioni of the feuart. Numbers of poor 
cottars were established by his care on the moat uncultirated parti of the estAle, 
most of whom not only paid no rent for the land they occupied, but irere pen- 
sioners on his bounty : a mode of proceeding which, although it brought only 
butdeni on the eatate at lint, has since been productive of tile greateit benefit 
by Uie continual application of that greatest of all improvement)' to a barren 
' soil, the labour of ihe human hand. The value of this property, and the means 
of improvement to Ihe t«naiitry, were furtlier increased by the judicious purchase, 
in 1787, of the contiguous estates of Fittullie and Pittendrum, which by their 
situation on the sea-iliore, afforded the means of obtaining in great abun- 
dance tea.wore for the lands. Tlie liberal encoumgement which he afforded 
soon brought lettlets from all quarten : the great improvements which be made 
himself served both as a model and an incitement to his tenantry : the formn- 
tlon of the great nwd fiom Peterhead to Banff whidi passed llirough the vil' 
Inge of New Pitaligo, and to which he largely contributed, ixinnected the new 
feuan with those lliriving tea port* ; and before his death he bad the satisfiution 
of feeing aasembled on a spot which at hit aojuititioD of the estate wat a bar- 
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ran wHte, A IliriTing populadim of thrra himdred loub, and Mrcnl tbowAnd 
acre* iiniUng with cultiTatioD whidi were formei'ly tbe abode only of the moof 
fowl or the curlew. 

In order lo encourage induitry on h!« «ttata, be eitabliilied & ■pinning' 
■chool St New Pilaligo, introduced the linen iiKinuiiKtiire and erecMd h bleacb- 
fieM : undertsJdngi which hne since been attended with the greatMt wieceM. 
At the Mine time, to promote the education of the young, be built a ichool home, 
where the Society for the Propagation of Cbriatian Knowledge ettabtiibed a 
Isachar ; and in order Ut alTord lo perton* of all penuauont the meant of attend- 
ing that ipeciei of wonhip to which they were inclined, he built and endowed 
not only a Chapel of £a«e, with a maiue for the mlniiler, cooaeoted wilb the 
Miabliihed diurch, but a cbapel, with a dwelling houie for an epiacopal deigy- 
Rmn, for the benefit of tfaoM who belonged to that pemiaaion. Admirable acti 
of beneficence, hardly credible in one who retided above two hundred mile* 
from Ihi* icene of liit bounty, and wh incenantly occupied in project* of im* 
proremenla or charity in hia own city. 

To moat men it would appear, that tbii lupport and attention to theae multl- 
farioui objecta of benerolence, both in Edinburgh and on hii Aberdeenihire •■- 
tatei, would hare abwrbed the whole of both bit fortune and hia time, which 
could be deroted to object! of beneficence. But Uiot w«t not Sir WiJiiam For- 
bet** character. Indefatigable in actiTity, unwearied in doing good, he wot 
not leti ttreuuoui in priTote than in public charity i and no liuman aye will 
erer know, no homan ear erer leom, tbe extenure and iuTaluabie deeda of 
kindnea and l)enero1ence which be performed, not merely to all the unfortu- 
nal« who felt within hia own obeemtion, but all who were led by hit character 
for beneficence to apply to him for relieC Perhape no penon ever combined to 
to great a degree the meet unbounded pecuniary generoaity with delicacy in the 
beatowal of the gift, and diacriminaUon in the made In which it wot applied. 
Without giving way to the weakneai of indiacriminately reliering all who apply 
for diority, whidi to toon lurrounda thote who indulge in it with a man gf idle 
or profligate indigence, he nude It a rule to inquire pertonally, or by meant <rf 
ihoie he could trutt, Into the character and drcumttancei of thoM who were 
inrtaken of hit bounty : and when be found that it wea really deaerred, that 
lirtue had been reduced by luftering, or induitry blatted by miafortuna, be put 
no bounds to the tplendid extent of bit benefactiont. To one clatt in particular, 
in wbooi the tuAering* of porerty it petfaap* more aererely felt than by any 
other In society, the remnants of old and respectable ftmilies, who bad lUrriTed 
their reUtions, or been broken down by misfortune, hit charity wot in a moat 
lignal manner exerted ; and numeroua aged and letpectable iodiriduab, who 
had once known better dayt, would hare been reduced by bis death to abtolute 
ruin, if they had not been fortunate enough to Rnd in hi* descendenta, the 
faeire not only of hit fortune but of hit rirtue and generoaily. 

Both 8ir William's father and mother were of episcopalian fiuniliea, tt meet 
of thoee of the higher claai in Aberdeenihire at that period were ; and he was 
early and itridly educated in the tenet* of that penuation. He attended chief 
baron Smith's chapel in Bladdriart' Wynd, of which he wat one of the restry, 
along with the eateemed Sir Adolphut Oughlon, then conunander- in-chief In 
Scotland. In 1771, it wa* reeolred to jwn this owigregation with that of two 
other chapelt in Cartubber^ Close and Skinner^ Close, and build a more 
^lacious and contmodioua place of worship for them all united. In Ihit undn^ 
taking, t« in most othen of the sort, the labouring oar fell on Sir William 
Forbes; and by his personal exertion*, and the liberal subMriptiont of himself 
and bis blends, tbe Cowgais chapel wat at length completed, afterwards to well 
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known u ono of tba mott popnlai placM of wonhip id Edinburgh. At tbb 
P^od it nai propond by loina of tlis memben of the oongt«gatiotl, tnitead of 
building the new chapel in the old town, to build it at the end of the North 
Bridge, tbm recently fiatdied after it* fall, uMr the place where the Theatre 
Boyal DDw rtandi. After wnna deliberation the project ml obendoned, " ai 
it was not tiiought pcedble that tha projacled new town oould oome to any 
thing " — a matt curloua inalaoce of the degree in nhid) the progreM of iin- 
pmrement in tbli country boi exceeded the bope* of the warnwat eolhudaiti in 
the land. 

Being lincerely attached to the epiaoopalian penuaaiou. Sir William had 
long been deiirout that the memben of the Engliih cominiinion raident io Ihii 
country should be connected with the epiaoapal church of Scotland -. by which 
alone ihey could obtain the beoetit of confirmation, and the other lolenin aer- 
Ticetof (hat church. He wae -wety eameit In hi* endeavoon to effcet thia union : 
and although there were many obttades to OTercome, he had succeeded in a 
great degree during hia own iifetiiue in bringing it to a conclmion. On thia 
■ubject he had much corretpondence with many leading men connected with the 
church of England, archbithop Moois, bishop Forleoui, and Sir William Scott, 
B* well ai blihop Abarnethy Drummond, and the prelatai of the Soottiih ^iaco- 
pal church. In 1793, it wa> arranged that Mr Baudior, near of E^m, 
should, on the retignation of bishop Abemethy Dnimmond, be elected bishop, 
and the oongregation of the Congate chapel were to acknowledge bim as 
bishop. The sdieme, boweTer, wu abandoned at that time, from a certain de- 
gree of jealouiy nhidi subuited on the part of the establisbed church of Scot- 
land : but it was renewed aAerwarda, when that feeling had died away ; and to 
the faTovrable impreinoas produced by hi* exertion*, eecoadcd aa thay aabs^. 
qnently were by tbe effort* of hia eon, afterward* lord Medwyn, the happy 
aeeoinplishtnent of the union of tbe two cborchee, so eminent)]' coudncive to Uie 
r<q>eolabllitj> and naeftitnen of both, ia chiefly to be Mcribed. 

Hii son-in-law, the late able and esteemed Mr M'Kenaie of Portmore, baring 
prepared a plan for establiahing a fund in aid of the bishop* of the Scottish epis- 
copal diurch, and of such of the poorer clergy as stood in need of ataistance, ha 
entered warmly into the scheme, and drew up the memoir respecting the preeent 
itate of the epiaoopal church, which was circulated in L906, and produced such 
beneficial resulti. He not only subecribed largely hiauelr, but by bia example 
and influence waa the chief cause of the (ucce*a of tbe eubscription, whidi he 
had the sBtii&ctioQ of seeing in a rery adTanoed state of progree* before hi* 
death. 

He was, tWim ita foundation, not only a director of the Cowgale chapel, but 
took tbe principal lead in ita aflaii^ A racancy in that chapel baring occurred 
in 1800, he tra* chiefiy instrumental in bringing down the Rer. Mr Alison, 
the well known author of the Essay on Taste, then liring at a remote rectory 
in Shrapshire, to fill the lituation. Under the influence of that eloquent 
dirine, the coogrwgation rapidly increased, both in number and leapectability, 
and wa* at length enabled in 1818, through die indefatigable exertion* of lord 
Medwyn, by their own ellbrts, aided by the liberality of their friends, to ereti 
the preeent beautiful *tniclure of St PauPs chapel In Vi»k place. At the 
same time. Sir William Forbe*, eldest son of the subject of this memoir, 
elftoted by similar eiertion* the completion of St John** chapel in Prince's 
Street ; and Uiua, chiefly by the efibrts of a single family, in lea than half a 
century, wa* the episc4^>al communion of Edinbuigh raised bom it* humble 
sites in Blackfrian' VVynd and Carrubber^ Cloee, and placed in two beautiful 
edillce*, raised at an expense of shore £30,000, and which must etrika 
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tb« eye of ever; Tiut«r from South BziUin, u tnity irorlb; of tb« foToi of wor- 
•liip for vhUih they ore deiigaed. 

Sir Wiliiun had koowa Mi Aliaon from fail infaoey : and from tlie lituation 
which the latter ti«w h«ld io the Cowgat* chapel, Ifaey were brought into mudi 
clowr and more intinute friendihip, from njiicb both thewi Aroinent men ^e> 
riTod, for the remainder of tb«ir Utm, the moit unalloyed latiiraction, Mr 
AlUun attended Sir WiUism daring- the long and lingering illneii which at length 
clofed hij beneficent life, and aftenrank preAched the eloquent and imprewiTe 
funeral wrmon, which ii publiihed with hii diicourtM, and pourtrayi the 
character we have here humbly endearoured to delineate in a more detailed 

When the neir bankrupt act, which had been enacted only for a limited time, 
expired in 1 783, Sir William Porbea wai appointed conrener of the mercantile 
commiltee in Kdinburgfa, which correiponded with the oommiUee* of Glasgow 
and Aberdeen, of which pronjd Colqulioon and Mr Milne were reapectirely 
c<MiT«oen ; and their united effioia and intelligence produced the great Improrft- 
ment upon the law wliich waa eflbcted by that act By it the tequeatration law, 
which under the old atatuta had eEtended to all deacrlptiona of dabtoia, was 
confined to merchant!, traden, and othera properly falling under ila ipirit ; 
the well known r^ulationa for the equalization of amatmenta and poindlngi 
within aixty days, were introduced ; lequeitrationi, which included at lint only 
the penonal eetate, were extended to the whole pn^rty ; and the greateat Im- 
prorenteot of all wai introduced, namely, the reelriction of what wai fonneriy 
allemallTe to a lyitem of prirate trait, under judicial controL Sir WiUiora 
Fnrttee, who correaponded with the London tulidtor who drew the bill, had the 
principal share in lu^rating theae the great outlinea of the eyatem of mercan- 
tile bankruptcy in Ihia country ; and accordingly, when the eourention of royal 
burgbi who paid the expense attending it, roted thanks to the lord adrocate for 
carrying it through parliameDt, they at the lame time (lOth July, 17S3,) di- 
rected their pretet to " coorey the thank* of the conrention to Sir Williiun 
Forbei, Ilay Campbell, Esq., lolicitoF-general for Sootland, and 'Mr Milne, for 
tbeir great and uncoramon attention to the bili." 

On the death of Mr Forbea of PiUligo, only Km of lord Fitaligo, In 178S, 
whoae estate and title were forfeited for hii accession to the rebellion in 1745, 
Sir William Forbes, as the nearest heir in the female line of the eldeat branch irf 
the family of Forbea, claimed and obtained, Iran the Lyon court, the designa- 
tion and arms of Fitiliga He was Ibe heir of the peerage under the destina- 
tion in the patent, if it had not been forfeited. 

Hitherto Sir William Forbes'i character has been considered merely a* that 
of a public-spirited, actire, and benerolent gentleman, who, by great actirity 
and (potless integrity, had been eminently prosperous in life, and deroted, in 
the true spirit of Christian charity, a large pMtlon of his ample means and ralu- 
able time to Hw relief of his fellow creatures, or woric* of public utility and int- 
prorenwDt; but this wa* not his only diaracter : he wai alto a gentleman of the 
bigheat. breeding, and most dignified manoen ; the life of erery scene of Inno- 
cent amusement or recreation; the head of the most cultirated and elegant society 
in the capital ; and a link between the old Scottiih ariatocratical fomilie*, to 
whidi he belonged by birth, and the rising commercial opulence with which he 
wai connected by prttfeMion, ai well ai the litenry drcte, with whidi be wat 
intimate from his acquirsmenls. 

In 1768, he ipent nearly a twelTeraonth in London, in Sir Robert, then Mr, Her- 
riei' ftmily ; and auch wai the opinion formed of his abilitiei eren at that early 
period, that Sir RobeK anxiously wiibed hin to leltle in the metiopolia in buti- 
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nen ; but though itrongly tMnptad to •mbTSce tli!« oflbr, from the opening which 
it would aflbrd to LondoD todetj, of which be wa* eKtremely foiHl, be had luffi- 
dent good aeate to withiland tin temptation, sod prefer the mora limited ipliera of 
hii own country, u the icene of hi* future uHfultieae. But hii reiidence In London 
at that time liad a very important effect upon hii future life, by introducing him 
to the brilliant, literary, and accompliihed aodety of that capital, then abound- 
ing in the gceataat men who adorned the Imi century ; Dr Johnion, Mr Buike, 
Sir Joihua Reynoldi, Mr Gibbon, Atr Arbuthnot, and a great many others. He 
repeatedly ritited London for montha together at diAerent times during the re- 
mainder of hii life, and wa« nearly a* well known in ita beft rirclei •« he waa 
in that of his own country. At a very early period of bii life he had conceived 
the higheit reliah for the conveiaation of literary men, and he never afterwardi 
omitted an occation of cultivating thoae whom diance threw in bii way ; the 
remit of which wai, that he gndually formed an acquaintance, and kept up a 
correapondence, with all the fint liteiary and philoaophical charadan of hii 
day. He wai early and intimately BcqnaJDted with Dr John Gregory, the 
author of tfao " Father*! Legacy to hii Daughten," and one of the oort diitin- 
guiihed ornamenli of Scotland at that period, l>oth when be wai prof^Mor of 
medidoe at Aberdeen, and after he had been removed to tbe diair of the theory 
of ntedidne in Edinburgh ; and Ihii friendihip continued with lo much warmth 
till tbe death of that eminent man, that he named him one of the guardiam to 
hit diildren ; a duty which he diichoi^ed with the meet acnipulnui and exem- 
plary fidelity. At a itill earlier period be became intimate with Mr Arbuthnot ^ 
and thii friendihip, founded on mutual regard, continued unbroken till tbe death 
of that excellent man, in 1 SOS. Hi* acquaintance with Dr B«attie commenced 
in 17G5, and a limilarity ot taitea, feelingi, and ehaiactei, aoon led to that inti- 
mate friendihip, wtaidi wai never for a moment interrupted in thii world, and 
of wMch Sir William ha* left lo valuable and touching a proof in the life of hU 
raked friend, which he publiihed in ! 900. So high an opinion had Dr Bealtie 
formed, not only of hii chantcter, but judgment and litenry acquirementj, that 
he coniulted him on ail hii publicationi, and eipecially on a ** FoKacript to the 
•econd edition of the Eauy on Truth," whidi he lubmitted bsfbre publication to 
Dr John Gregory, Mr Arbuthnot, and Sir William. 

He formed an aoquaintsnoe with Mn Montague, at the houae of Dr Grfr- 
gory in Edinburgh, in 1T6G ; and thi* aftorded him, when he went to London, 
conttant aoceii to the drawing-room of that accompliihed lady, then the centre 
not only of the whole literary and phlloaophical, but all the political and faihion- 
i^le lociety of tlie melropolii. He there also became acquainted with Dr Por- 
leoui, then rector of I^unbeth, and afterirardi bilhop of London, not only a 
divine of the higfaeit abilities, but deitined to become a prelate of the moat dig- 
nified and unblemiihed mannen, with whom he ever after kept up a cIdm and 
confidential correapondence. Sylreitar Douglai, afterward* lord Gleiibervie, wa* 
one of hi* early and valued friends. He alio waa acquainted with Dr Mowe, 
then dean, afterwards archbishop of Canterbury ; and Bennet langton, a gen- 
tleman wall known in the highest literary drdea of London. Sir Joihua Rey- 
nolds early obtained a large and deserved share of hii admiration and ragard, 
and has lelt two admirable portraits at Sir Willionk, whidi convey in the hap- 
pieit manner the spirit of the original ; while Dr Johnaon, whoie acquaintance 
with him oimunenoed in 1773, on his return from hi* well known tour in the 
Hebrides, conceived such a regard for his character, that he ever after, on oo- 
casion of his visits to London, honoured him with no common shara of kindness 
and friendship. With Mr Boawell, the popular author of the " Life of Johnson," 
he wot of course through hi* whole cat«er on intimate lerma. Mist Bowdler, , 
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irell kaown for her Taluable writlngi on religjout lubject* ; lord Hsil««, tlia 
•sgadoui and enlightened aotiquarf of ScoUuh law ; Mr Gnrrick, and Mr 
Burke, were alio among' bii acquaiDtaiicei. But it ii luperfluoui to go &rther 
into detail on thii lubject ; wtfice it to ny, that he woi an early member of t!ie 
Lit«rary Club in London, and lired all hii life in term* of acquaintance or inti- 
macy *rith ib memben, whidi contained a lilt of name* immortal in Engliih 
liiiloTy ; Samuel Johnaon, Edmund Burke, Jothua Reynoldi, OliTer Gold«mitll, 
Thomai Wsrton, Edward Gibbon. 

The firiendabip and acquaintance of auch men necMsarlly led Sir William 
Forbei into a rery extennTe and intereiting literary correspondence, a apeciei 
of CMnpo(ition then much more uaual than at thia time, and which, if it aoma- 
timei engrowed time which might hare been employed to more adiantage, 
alwaya exhibited a picture of thought! and mannon nhich fjture agra will look 
for in Tain In the preient generation of eminent men. Hia pnpera accordingly, 
contain a aelection uf inleretting letten from great men, lud) ai it nirely fell to 
the lot of any aingle indiridual, how fortunate or gifted aoerer, to accumulate. 
He WW employed aAer tlie death of his eateemed and Teneiable friend, Mr 
Carr, of the Cowgale chapel, by hii l>equeat, in the important duty of arranging 
and preparing the aermona for publication, which were afUrwarda given to ihe 
world ; and he prepared, along with Dr fieattie and Mr Arbuthnot, the iimple 
and patheUc inacription, which now standa over the gnire of that excellent mao, 
nt the weit end of 8t Paul's chttpel, Edinbui^ 

Hi* inlirnate acquaintance with the first literary chsracteia of the day, and 
the extensive correapondence which had thua fallen into his handa, probably 
auggeated to Sir Willinm Forbes the idea of writing the life of Dr Beattie, one 
of hia earlieat and moat valued friends, and whoae eminence ivaa not only luch 
H ttt call for such an eflbrt of biography, but whose acquaintance with all the 
eminent writers of the time, rendered hia lifo the most favoonble oppor- 
tunity for portraying the coDsteUation of lUuatriou* men who ahed a gloT 
over Scotland at the cloae of the eighteenth centnry. He executed thia work 
accordingly, which appeared in 1806, ahortly before bi« death, in auch a way 
as to give the moat favourable impretaion of the diatinetion which he would 
have attained m on auihor, bad bis path in general not lain In » more extended 
and peculiar sphere of uiefulnesa. It rapidly went througb « second edition, 
and la now deaervedly ranked high among tho bit^pvpliical and historical 
reniains of the last century. Independent of the value and lotereat of the corres- 
'pondence from the first tjiaiaclers of the day which it contains, it enibracea an 
admirable picture of the life and writings of it* more immediate subject, and 
written in a lucid and elegant style, which ahowa how well the author had mei 
ed the coiutant intercourse which be maintained with the &at literary diaract 
of the age. Of the moral character of the work, the elevated and Christian *> 
tiioenla which it conveya, no better illuatration can be afforded, than by the tr 
acript of the concluding paragraph of the life of bis eminent Iriend ; too so 
and truly, alaa ! prophetic of his own approaching dissolution : 

" Hero I cloae my account of tho Ldfe of Dr Beattie ; throughout th 
of which, 1 am not conscioua of having, la any respect, miarepT«aente< 
hia actiona or his character J and of whom to record the truth i> 

" On thus reviewing the long period of forty yean that have elapi 
the commencement of our intimacy, it ia impowible for tno not to 
affected by the reflection, that of Ute numerous frienda vf't^ whom 
were wont to aaaociote, at the period of our earlieat ac<juftintar>««, all 
except three, have already paid their debt to nature ; and th** '>» ■»" 
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(lioiT lOon is only known to Him, the grett Diipoaer of all STenti] my gny 
hain ihall sink into the grsTe, and 1 alio ihall be numberad witii thote who 
hsTS been. May a litualion lo awful make ita due imprsMion on roy mind '. 
■□d may it be my earneit eudearour to employ that thott portion of life which 
yet remain! to me, in nlch a manner, ai that, when that liut dread hour ihall 
oome, in which my loul shall be required of me, I m&y look forward with trem- 
bling hope to a happy iinmortality, through tlie merit* and mediation of our 
orer bleveJ Redeemer !" 

Kor was Sir William Forbei'i acquaintance by any mean* confined to the cir- 
cle of hii literary iriendt, how Urge and illmirloua goerer that may have be«n. 
It embraced alio, all the leading faahionable cbaracCen of the time; and at hi« 
houae were aawmbled all the fint lociety which Scotland could produce in the 
highor lonki. The ducheu of Gordon, to well known by her lirely wft and 
lingular character ; the duke of Athol, long the ipiritad and patriotic lupporler 
of Highland Improvementa ; Sir Adolphua Ougbton, the reapeeled and eeteemed 
commander-in-diief, wen among hi* numeroui acquaintance!. Edinburgh nai 
not at that period ai it ii now, almoct deierted by the nobility and higher 
daitet of the landed proprieton, but itill contained a large portion of the old 
or noble familiei of the realm ; and in that excellent society, combining, in a 
remarkable degree, ariitotratic elegance, with literary aocompliihmenta. Sir 
William Forbe«*i houie waa pertiap* the moat digtingulsbed. All foreigner*, or 
Englishmen coming to Scotland, made it their flnt object to obtain letter* of 
introduction to lo diitinguiahed a penon ; and he uniformly received them with 
iuch hoipitality and kindne** aa never failed to make the deepest impreawon on 
their mindi, and render hia chaisctw nearly a* well known in foreign coutuiiei 
ai hii native city. 

Of the estimation In whidi, from Ihii rare combination of worthy qoalitiei, 
he waa held in foreign countries, no better proof can be desired than is fur- 
nished by the following character of him, drawn by an Italian gentleman who 
TJailed Scotland in 1789, and published an account of hi* tour at Florence in 
the following year. — " Sir William Forbe* i* deaeended from an annent family 
in Scotland, and waa early bred to the mercantile profeaiion, and i* now the 
head of s great banking eatabliihment in Edinburgh. The notes of the houK 
to which he belongs circulate like cash through all Scotland, lo unirenal ii 
the opinion of the credit of the sstabllahment. A lignal proof of this recently 
occurred, when, in comequence of aome mercantile diaaitei* which had ihaken 
the credit of the country, a run took place upon the bank. He refilled the 
considerable oRert of a«;iitAnce which were made byieveral of the moat eminent 
capitalists of Edinburgh, and by hig firmneai and good countenance soon re- 
stored the public confidence. He hai ever been moit coinieou* and munificent 
to atrangcn ; nor do I erer recollect in any country to bore heard lo mudi 
good of any indiridual a* thi* excellent penon. Hig manneri are in the high- 
e«t degree both courteous and dignified ; and hig underiating moral rectitude 
and benevolence of heart, have procured for him the unanimous regpect ct the 
whole nation. An affectionate hutband, a tender and vigilant father, his pro- 
digious activity renders him equal to every duty. He has not hitherto entered 
upon the career of literature or the arts ; but he haa the higheit taste for the 
work* of others in these departments, and his house is the plnce where their 
professors are to be seen to the greatest advantage. He pcaMsse* a very Hue 
and well chosen selection of books, as well n* print*, which he 1* eon*tenlly 
adding ta Nothing give* him greater pleasure than to bring together the it- 
luatrious men of his own country and the distinguished foreigner* who are con< 
ttantly introduced to hi* notice; and It was there accordingly, that I met with 
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Ad»m Smidi, BUir, Madcenzie, FeigiiiOD, Cullen, Black, and Roberbon ; luiiiei 
lulHcieut to coit h. Imtee over any century of another country." — Ltttere (to* 
InghiUerra, Scotsia el Oltmda, iL 31$. 

Seiides hii other admirable qualitjei, Sir William Forbes nat aecoiupliihed 
ID no ordinary degree. He wai axtremely fond of readiogp, and notvriUutand- 
ipg hit multifarious dutiea and numerout engagement*, found time to keep up 
with all the publication! of (lie day, and to dip extoiuirely into the great wrj- 
ten of former dnyi. He waa a good draughtaman, and not only iketched well 
from nature himself, but fbrmed an exteniire and very choice collection of 
priati both ancient and modem. He wai alio well acquainted with miislc, and 
in early life played with considerable taste and execution on the fluta and mn> 
ticol glaisei. Mis example and effiwts contributed much to form the concerts 
which at that period formed lo prominent a part of the Edinburgh lodety ; and 
his late for gayety and amusement of erery kind, vrhen kept within due hounds, 
mode him a regular lupporter of the dandng aMemblJes, then frequented by ail 
the rank and bshion of Scotland, and formed in a great measure under hts gui- 
dance and auspices. 

Friendship vras with biin a rery itrong feeling, founded on the exercise 
whtdi it a/Torded to the benerolent aA^ions. He often repeated the maxim 
of his venerated friend and gmrdian, lord Pitsligo, — " It is pleasant lo aojuire 
knowledge, but still more pleasant to acquiie friendship." — No man was ever 
more warm and sincere in his friendships, or conferred greater acts of kindness 
on thoae to whom he was attached ; and none hft a wider chasm in the hearts of 
the nnmeroos.drclea who appreciated his cbaraoEer. 

He was extremely fond of society, and eren conriiial sodsly, vrhen it was 
not carried to exceat The na^re benevolence of his heart lored to expand 
in the locial lotercoinse and mutual good will which prerailed upon hkA occa- 
si<HM. He thought well of all, judging of others by his own dnglenesi and 
simplicity of character. His ooDTenational powen were considerable, and his 
store of anecdotes rery extensive. He nnifcmtily supported, to the utmost of 
his power, every project for the amusement koA gr^ficationof the young, In 
whose society he always took great pleavire, even in his adranoed yean ; inso- 
much, that it was hard to say whether be was the greatest favourite with youth, 
manhood, or old age. 

No mim ever performed with more soupulous and exemplary fidelity the im> 
portuit dutiei of a father to his numerous family, and none were ever more 
tiiUy rewarded, even during his own lifetime, by the character and oondua of 
thoee to whom be had given birth. In the "Idfe of Dr Beattie," ii. 130, 
and IfiS, mention la made irf' • series of letters on the principles of natural 
and revealed rrii^on, which he had prepared for the use of his children. 
Of this work, we ace only prevented by our limits from giving a few speci- 
aeas. 

He waa Intimately acquainted with lord Helville, Mtd bj' him Introdnoed to 
BIi Pitt, who had freqnent interviews with htia on the fnbjeot of finance. Id 
Deoember, 1790, he waa, at Ur Pitt's desire^ oonsolted on the proposed augmetL- 
tation of the slanpa on bills of exchange and many of his soggeatioui on tlie 
•nbject were adopted by that statesman. 

Mo man conld have more snoDestfully or consclenttansl^ oondueted the important 
banking oonoem entrusted to his care. The Urge sums deposited In his hands, 
and Uie boundlcM oooftdenee nnivenally felt in the solvenciy of the ettabltsh- 
ment, gave him very great facilities if be hod ohoeen to make use of them, fur 
the moat tempting and profluble specnlationa. But he nniformly declined hav- 
ing any ooacein in siioh tranaactions; regarding the fbrtuDes <tf otben entenited 
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to hii care m • lacred depoiit, to be admin itl«r«d nith uiore icnipuIoiM care aod 
aUenlioD Han hii priTato aflain. The coiiieqiience wai, that though be perhaps 
milled tone opportunities of making a great Tortune, yet he raised the reputa- 
tion of the faouM to the higbect degree for prudence and ob!e managenieDt, and 
thui laid the fbundation of that eminent (jiaracter which it hat eier lince so 
deserredly enjoyed. 

One peculiar and mort salutary tpecies of benevolence, was practised bjr Sir 
William Forbes to the greatest extenL Hii lituation m head of a great bank- 
ing ettabliihmeDt, led to hii receiring ti«quent applications in the way of busi- 
ness for Bivstance, from young men not as yet possewed of capital By a happy 
combioation of caution with liberality in making these adrances, by inquiring 
miiintely into the habits and moni character of the indiriduali assisted, and 
proportioning the admiee to their means and drcumstuncea, he wai enabled, to 
an almost incredible extent, to assist the early efforts of iuduitry, without 
is the least endangering the fundi committed by othen to his tare. Hundreds 
in erery rank in Edinburgh were enabled, by his paternal assistance, to com- 
mence life with advantage, who otherwise could never hare been established in 
the world ; and numbers who afterwards rose to affluence and prosperity, never 
ceased in aHer yean to acknowledge with the wnrmest gratitude, the timely assis- 
tance which &nt gare the turn to their heretofoM adverse fortunes, and laid the 
foundation of all the success which they aAerwards attained. 

The benevolence of his disposition and the warmth of his heart seemed to 
expand wiUi the advance of life and the increase of his fortune. Unlike most 
other men, he grew even more indulgent and humane, if that were po«ible, in 
his older than hii earlier yean. The Intarooune of life, and the experience 
of a moat extensive business, had mo effect in diminishing his favourable opinion 
of mankind, or cooling his ardour ia the pursuit ctf beneficence. Viewing 
others in the pure and unsullied mirror of his own miud, he imputed to Ihero 
the warm and benevolent feelings with which he himself was actuated ; and 
thought they were influenced by the same high springs of conduct which direc- 
ted hit own life. It was an early rule with him to set aside every year a oer- 
tain portion of his income to works of charity, and this proportion iocieating 
with the growth of his fortune, ultimately reached an almost incredible amouoL 
Uniatiiiied even with the immense extent and growing weight of his public «i>d 
private charities, he had, for many yean before his death, distributed large 
sumi annually to individuoli on whom be could rely to be the almraien of his 
bounty; and his revered friend, bishop Jolly, received in this way £100 a 
jear, to be distributed around the remote village of Fraserburgh, in Aberdeen- 
shire. These sums were bestowed under the most solemn proraiie of secrecy, 
and without any one but the person charged with the bounty being aware who 
the donor was. Numbers in this nay in every part of the country partook of 
his charity, without then knowing whose wai tiie hand which bleaed diera; and 
it frequently happened, that the same persons who bad been succoured by his 
almonen, afterwards applied to himself; but on such occasions he invariably 
relieved them if they really seemed to require aasistanoe ; holding, as he him- 
self expressed it, that hii public and private charities were distinct; and that 
his right hand should not know what hisiefl hand had given. 

Lady Forbes having lal\en into bad health, he was advised by her physician 
to spend the winter of 1T98-3 in the south of Europe ; and this gave him an 
opportunity of enjoying what he had long desired, without any probable 
prospect of obtaining — a visit to the Italian peninsula. He lefl Scotland in 
autumn, 1799; and returned in June, 1798. His cultivated taste made him 
enjoy this tour in the very highest degree ; and the beneficial e&ct it produced 
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on lady Forbta'a liealUi, pennfUad him to lb«l tho luxury c^ tnTellinf Id those 
delightful region! wtlhout my alloy. In goiag up the Rhine, he wm ifraMed 
by • tentinel, while iketching the tplendld CBiteUaled clilfi of EbrenbreiOen ; 
and only liberated on tha comnunding officer at the guard-houn diuMTering 
thu hii drawiagi had nothing of a military character. The Engliita lociety at 
Rome and Naplet nM rery wlect that year, and he made many agreeable ao- 
quaintaneee, both in the Italian and British drclei ; to nhich he olwayi aAer- 
wBidi looked hack with the greateit intereeL During the whole tour he kept 
• raguUz journal, which he extended when he retarusd home, at coniiderable 

He WM frequently nlTered a not In parliament, both for the dty of Bdin- 
bu^h, and the county of Aberdeen ; but he uniforaily declined the otter. In 
doio^ M, be made no imall wcriGce of hii inclinationa to a lente of duty ; for 
no man erer enjoyed the loeiety ot the metropolii more than he did ; and none 
bad greater fiKili^ei for obtaining acceu to ill moat eitimable branchei, through 
hie acqoainlanoe with Dr Johnion, the Literary Club, the archbiihop of Can- 
terbury, and the biihop of London, But he felt tlut the attractioni of thii re- 
finedaadinittlUotaal society might withdraw blm too much from hia peculiar and 
allotted tphere of uiefulneai in life ; and, therefore, he made a lacrilice of hii 
prliate wlihei in thii particular to hii comdentioui f^elingi: a proceeding 
which, though itrlctly In uniion with what hit character would leid ui to expect, 
ii a greater tnatance of lelf-denial, than moit men under limilar tamptationi 
could hare exerted. 

Hii high character, extenii*e wealth, and old, and once ennobled fiimlly, 
naturally pointed him out ai the peiaon, In all Scotland, most worthy of being 
elevated (o the peerage. In 1799, accordingly, hii friend lord Melnlle irrat« 
to him, that Mr Pitt propoeed to recommend to hit majeMy to bertow an Iriih 
peerage upon him. Though highly Sattered by thii uniolidted mark of regard 
in w> high a quarter, hit natire good lenM at once led him to lee the diiadran- 
Isgei of the glittering offbr. After mentioning it to lady Forbei, who entirely 
concurred with him, he reaolTed, howemr, to lay the matter before hit eideit 
ion, the late Sir William, whom he jnilly considered at more interetted in the 
propoaed honour, than he oould be at hit adninced yeara He coniiuunlcated 
the pr<^MMal, accordingly, to Mr Fofbei, without any intimation of bit opinion, 
and deiired him to think it maturely over before giring hit luotwer. Mr For- 
bet returned next day, and informed him, that penonally he did not deii>« tha 
honour ; that he did not conoeiTs hia fortune wai adequate to the luppurt of the 
dignity ; and that, althoogh he certainly would fwl himaelf bound to accept the 
family title of Pililigo, If it wai to be rettored, yet, he deemed the acceptance 
of a Dew title too incomiiteot with tha merAndle eitabliihment with which hit 
fortuoet were bound up, to render it an object of deilre. Sir William inform- 
ed him that thete were preciwiy hii own idsai on the tubject ; that he ws* ex- 
tremely happy to find that they prerailed equally with one to much younger in 
yean than himaslf ; and that he had ibrbOTne to eipreu hii own ideai on the 
lubject, leit hit parental influence ihould in any degree inlorfere with the uu- 
biaaed determination of an indiTidual more paiticutarly concerned than himself. 
The honour, accordingly, wai reipectflilly declined ; and at the nune time to 
much tecrecy obterred reipscting a propotol, of which othen would have been 
ready to boait, that it wai long unknown to the members CTen of his own Cimily, 
and only communicated ihortly bef<H« hit death, by the late Sir William, to hi* 
brothen, lord Hediryn, and Uaorge Forbei, £iq., on wboaa authority the occurs 

So tcrupulout were hit feelingt of duty, that they influenced him In tlw 
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miDQteit pitrtiooUrif which hj otber men tie decided on the Boggeition of tlia 
nomeiit, without any coiuldera^on. An iDBtuioe of this ODOwred &t Rome, in 
tfting, 1793. Bir WillUm wu kt St Fster'a when high mua wm performed by 
cu^nal York. He DRtarallj felt « deiire to tee the lut daMendent of a 
royftl and nnfortunite funily, in whoie behalf hit wiaeiton had twice takea 
the field ; and wu in the bigheet degree gratified by leeiag the oeremuD; per- 
formed b; that notable individaal. After the maM wu over, it was protKtaed 
to him to be preMnted to the cardinal; but though very dedrona of that ho- 
nour, he felt at a lou by what ^tle t« addrsM him, sa he bad taken the title of 
Henry IX., by which be wai acknowledged by France and the pope. To hare 
called him, " your mijeity," teemed incontiateDt with the allegianoe he owed, 
and nneerely felti to the reigniog family in Brit^ ; while, to haTo addrened 
him u "yonr eminenoe," merely, might have hurt the feellogi of the Teoerable 
oardiDal, ■■ ooming ftrom the detoeodant of a home noted for their fideliiy to 
hit unfortunate hmily. The remit wat, that he declined tbe prewntatkni j an 
honour wliieb, bat for that difficulty, would have been the objeot of hit anxious 

But the end of s life of to nnoh dignity and uienilnett, the pattern of bene- 
Yolenoe, refinement, and oonrlMy, wat «t length approaohing. He had a loi^ 
and dangeroui lllneii in 1791, (torn which, at the ^ne, he had no hopet of re- 
corerjp ; and which he bore with the retignatioiL and meekoeM which might 
hire been expected from hit character. Though that complaint yielded lo the 
■kill of hit medical friends, it left the leedi of a still more dangeroos malady, 
in a tendency to water in tlie chetL In 180S, he had tbe misfortune to lose 
lady Forbes, the lored and worthy portoar of hit nrtuea ; which sensibly affec- 
ted bis spirit!, though be bore the berearement with the firmnets and hope 
which his itrong religioui prindplet inspired. In May, 1806, thofdy after his 
return from London, whitber he had been tuiumoned at a tritnett on lord Mel- 
Tille'i trial, he began to feel lymptoms of shortneat of breath ; and the last 
house where he dined was that ot his tern, lord Hedwyn, on occatton of the 
dirittening of on« of hit children, on the aSth of June, ISOS. After that lime, 
he wat CMMtaotly confined to the honae ; tbe difficulty of breathing invetted, 
uid his Bulferinga (or many inanlh* wer« very severe. During ail Ihii bryiDgf 
period, not a eomplaint OTar escaped hit lips. He constantly prayed for assis- 
tance to be enabled to bear wfaalerier tbe Almighty might send ; and at length 
death closed his awmorsble career, on tbe IStb Norember, 180G ; when 
surrounded by fait tamily, and supp<Msd by all the hopes and contola- 
tioDt of religion, amidit the tear* of hit relations, and the blettinga of hit 

Sir William Forbes was sueoeeded in hit title and ettatet by hit ton, the late 
Sir William, a man of the most amiable and upright character, who baring 
been cut off in tbe middle of his years and uiefulnea, wat tucoeeded by bit ton, 
the present Sir John Stuart Forbes. Tbe subject of our memoir left two 
sous, BIr. John Hay Forbes (lord Medwyn) and Mr George Forbes, and five 
daughter*, four of whom were married : lady Wood, wife of Sir Aleiauder Wood ; 
Mrs MsxMlonald of Glengarry; Mrs. Skene of Rubislaw; and Mrs Mackenrie of 
Portmore. We close this notice of Sir William Forbes in the words of Sir Walter 
Scott, who, in bis notes to "Marroion," remarks of him, that be was "cnequalled, 
perhaps, in the degree of iodividuol affection entertained for him by his friend^ 
as well as in the general esteem and respect of SootUad at large;" and who, in 
that noble poem, oonuuemoratet hit virtues with e^uol truth and tenderncta: — 



J 



J 



„Google 



DAVID rOBDYCB. 371 

FORDYCE, Datid, prof««sor of philowphy in the Mariscbal oollege, Aber- 
deen, and author of aevenl eiteemed works, »«• one of the twaaty odo cUIdrea 
of proTOit Fordyoe of that cnty, and whose wife wu a siiter of Alexander and 
Thomas BlackweU, whose lives hate appeared previously in tbi* work. The 
father of the Blackwetls was profevor of diriaitjr, Dr Thomas Blaokwell became 
professor of Greek, and his widow founded a chemical chair, in Marisobal college, 
which bus thus become identified with the history of both the Fordyce* and the 
Blackwells. David Fordyce was bom in 1711, and was the second son of Ua 
parents. To quote the only acceasible authority rMpectiog- him' — After being 
educated at the grammar-school of his natire city, he was entered of Marischal 
college in 17^4, where he went through a course <rf philosophy under profet- 
sur Daniel Jarden, and of mathematiis under Mr JiJin StewarL He took hia 
degree of A.M. in 1738, when he was but little more than lerenteeti yeaia old. 
Being intended for the church, hii next application was to the study of 
dirinity, under the profbaor of that branch, Mr James Chalmers, a man of 
great leaming and piety, and aDcestor of the indiriduals who have so long 
carried on the Abenleen Journal nempaper. Mr Fordyce studied divinity 
with great ardour, and in time obtained a license as n preacher of the gospel, 
though he was not so fortunate as to procure a living. In 17iS, he wai ap- 
pointed professor of moral philosophy in Marischnl college, a diair which then 
demanded a greater range of accomplishments than now. It was the duty of 
Mr Fordyce, not only lo deliver the usual philoaophio lectures, but to give in- 
structions in a similar manner on natural history, chnnology, Greek and 
Uoman antiquities, mechenlce, optics, and astronomy i aud it ii acknonriedged 
that he acquitted hlmtelf of this laborious task in a very respectable manner. 
The connexion of some of his colleagues with the Kterary system of the 
metropolis appears to have introduced Hr Fwdyce to the celebrated Doddey, 
by wlinm he was employed to write the article " Moral Philosophy" for ihe 
Modem Preceptor ; a task which he performed in so creditable a mnnner, that 
it was sflerwards found necessary to publiih his work in an independent form, 
under the title of " The Elements of Moral Philosophy.'' It appeared in 
175i, and was undoubtedly the most elegant and useful compendium of moral 
science which had then been given to the public Previously to this, Mr For. 
dyce hnd attracted some notice as an author, though without his name, 
in " Dialogues concerning Education," tlie first volume of which was pubUihsd 
in 1745, and the second in 1748. It is a work of very considerable merit, 
but somewhat tinged by the fopperiea of the school of Shaftesbury, although 
entirely A«e from its more injurious notions. He was engaged in other lite- 
rary designs, and awarded the promise of rising to great eminence in the world, 
wlien he was cut ofl* by a prematura death. In 1750, he made a lour through 
Fnuioe, Italy, and other countries, with a particular view to visit Rome, and 
was returning borne in 1751, when he unhappily lost his life, in the forty.fint 
year of his age, by a storm on the cnait of Holland.* His death is pathetically 
noticed by Ida brother, Dr Jamee Fordyee, In his 'Addressee to the Ddty," 
and an epitaph trota the same pen, conceived in a somewhat bonibastical style, 
will be found in the Gentleman's Magaaine for 1706. 

' An unpaliliahed article of the Bioirapfala Brltannios, quoted in Chalmers' Geattal 
Btograpliical DictioDary. 

* The pMtbuRion* woiks of this Ingenloiu parson were, "Thsodorai, a I>i«logne con- 
cerning the Art of Freaching," ll^o, which is a work ot oonsidsnbJe utilil; to junng 
dtilnes, and ho been repeaCedlj printed, along with hii broibcr, Dr Janies Furdj'ce's 
(cnnon on "The Eloqnenca of the Pulpit;' and "The Tcmpls ot Virtue, a DrCBin," 
which wai giisn to ttia world in 17G7, with some additioni by the same distinguished 



lyGoogle 



373 



GEORGE FORDYCE. 



FORDVCE^ Gaoitai, a diilinguubed physician aod lecUirer on medidne, wai 
bom U Aberdeen, November 13, t73G,iiiid wai theonly andposthumouichild of 
Mr Gaoi^ Fordyce, a brother of the other Uiree diitlnguiihed perton* of the 
■aine name recorded in the preaenl work, and the proprietor of a anuill landed 
e«ale, called Broadford, io the neighbourhood of that city. Hit mother, not long 
after, marrying again, he was taken from her, when about two yean old, andient 
to FoTeran, at which place he receiTed hii ichool education. He wai remoTed 
thence to ttie uoivenity of Aberdeen, where he wai made M, A., when on- 
ly fourteen yean of age. In hii childhood he had taken great delight in 
looking at liali of coloured liquid*, which were placed at the windows of an 
apothecary'* shop. To Ihia circunutance, and to hi* acquaintance with the learn- 
ed Alexander Garden, M. D., many yean a phyaician in South Carolina, and 
latteHy in London, but then apprentice to a surgeon and apothecary in Aberdeen, 
he used to attrihuto the resolution he rery early formed to atudy medicine. He 
was in consequence sent, when about RAeen years old, to hi* uncle, l)r John Pdt' 
dyce, who, at tint time, practised medicJne at Uppingham, in Northamptonshire. 
With him, he remained sereral yean, and tiien went to the unirorsity of Edin- 
burgh, where, after a reeidence of about tl>ree yean, he reoeired the degree of 
M. D. in Octotwr, I75B. His inaugural dissertation was upon catarrh While at 
Edinburgh, EIr Cullen was so much pleased with his diligence and ingenuity, that, 
besides ihowing him many other marlu of regard, he used freqiteolly to give him 
prirate assistance in his studies. The pupil wa* eier after grateful for this kind- 
nest, and was accuatomed to speak of his preceptor in term* of the higbett re- 
spect, calling him often " hi* learned and rerered maMer." About the end of 
17S3, ha came to London, but went shortly after to Leyden, for the purpoee, 
chiefly of studying anatomy under Albinua. He returned, in 1759, to London, 
where he soon determined to fix himself a* a teacher and practitioner of medicine. 
When he made known this intention to his relations, they highly disapprored of 
It, a* the whole of his patrimony had bean expended upon his education. In- 
spired, however, with that conhdenoe which frequently attends the conadout pee- 
session of great talents, he persisted in his purpose, and, before the end of 1759, 
commenced a couise of lectures upon chemistry. This wa* attended by nine pu- 
pils. In 1764, he began to lecture aljo upon Materia Medica and the practice 
of physic These three subjects he continued to teadi nearly thirty yean, giring, 
fertile most part, three courses of lectures on eadi of them erery year, A ooune 
lasted nearly four months ; and, during it, a lecture of nearly an hour wa* deliv< 
eredds times in the week. Hiatimeof teaching commenced about sereB o'clock in 
the rnorning, and ended at ten ; his lecture upon the three abore nientioDed sub- 
jects being given, one immediately after the other. In IT6S he was admitted a 
licentiate of the College of Physiciana. In 1770 be wa* choeen phyaidan 
to St Thomas's hospital, after a conaiderable contest with Sir William 
(then Dr) WelsoD ; the number of rate* in hi* favour being 1 09, in that of 
Dr Watson 106, In I77i he became a member of the Literary Club; and in 
1770 was elected a fellow of the Royal Society. In 1787 he was admitted a 
fellow of the Collc^ of Physicians. No cireumstauce can demonstrate more 
strongly the high opinion entertained of hia abilitie* by the rest of the prtrfe*- 
sion in London, than his reception into that body. He had been particularly 
active in the dispute, which had existed about twenty year* before, between the 
fellows and licentiates, and had, for this reason, it was thought, forfeited all 
title to be admitted into the fellowship through favour. But the college, in 
1787, were preparing a new edition of their PJiarmacopaia ; and there was 
confessedly no one of their own number well acquainted with phaimaceutial 
cheiDistry. They wisely, therefore, supprened their resentment of his former 
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condact, and, by admitting him into thair body, tecured hU usiitaaGe in ■ 
wnrk which thsy were unable to peiform well themwlret. In 1TU3 be Hiiited 
In fonaing a imsll wciety of phyiiciant and iut^eoni, which afterwanU pub- 
liahadHFeralToIuinei, under the title o£ "Medical and Chirurgical Tniiiactioni ;" 
Bnd continued to attend ill meeting! moM puncttuilly till within b month or two 
of hii death. Haring thiu mentioned (ome of the principal etenta of hii lite- 
rary life, we ihall next gin a liat of hii Tarioiu medical and philosopbical 
worki ; and tint, of those which werw publi*h«d by himMlC I. Element* of 
Agriculture and Vegetation. He had giren ■ coiine of lecturea on tbeaa uib- 
jecta to lome young men of lank; loon after the clote of which, one of hi* 
hearen, the late Mr Stuart Mackentie, preiented him with a copy of them, 
from DOlM be had taken while they were delirered. Dr Fordyce corrected the 
copy, and afleritardt publiihed it under the abore mentioned title. S. Kle* 
menti of the practice of Pbyiic. Thia wai used by him ai a teiLt-book for a 
part of hi* coune of lecturea on that lubjeot S. A Treatite on the Digeition 
of Food It wai originally read before the College of Phyaidani, u the Quel- 
itonian Lecture. 4. Four DiMertstion* on Fever. A fifth, which complete! 
the lubject, wai left by bint in manuicript, and afterwards publiihed. Hi! 
other woi4(! appeared in the Philuophical Tranaactioni, and the Medical 
and Chimrgical Tianaaction!. In the foraier are eight papen by him, with the 
following titles : 1. Of the Lig^t produced by Inflammation. 3. Examination 
of rarioui Orel in the Museum of Ur W. Hunter. S. A New Method of as- 
saying Copper Ore*. 1. An Account of some Experimenia on the Loa of Weight 
in Bodies on being melted or heated. S, An Account of an Experiment on 
Heat 6. The Cronian Lecture on HuMMlar Motion. 7. On the Cauae of the 
additional Wwght which Metal* acquire on being csldned. 8. Account of a 
New Pendulum, being the Bakerian Lecture. — Hi* paper* in the Medical and 
Chini^ical TiAnsactions are : 1. Obserrationi on the Snudl.pox, and Cauie* 
of Fever. 9. An Attempt to improve the Eridence of Medicine. 3. SonM 0I>. 
lerratioD! upon the oompocition of Medicinea. He was, besides, the inventor 
of the ezperimenta in heated room*, an aocount of which was given to the 
Boyal Sodety by Six Charle* Bladgen ; and tiaa the author of many 
improvements in variout art* connected widi chemistry, on which he used fre- 
quently to be ocmsutted by mannfiictureTa. Though he bad projected vanoui 
literary woriu in. addition to thoee which have been mentioned, nothing woa 
left by him In maniuaript, except the DiMertatiou on Fever already spoken of, 
and two introductory levture*, one to his Course of Materia Medica, the other 
to that of the Practice of Phydc. This will not appear extraordinary to those 
who knew what confidence he had in the accuracy of his memory. He gave 
all hit lecture* without notes, and perhaps never possessed any ; he took no 
memorandum in writing of the engagements he formed, whether of buNness ut 
pleasure, and wai always most punctual in observing them ; and when he com* 
posed hi* wm^ for the public, even such a* describe iuocei*ioni of events, 
found together, as fir as we con perceive, by no necenary tie, bis material*, 
such at least as were hi* own, were alt^^etber drawn &om stores in hie memory^ 
which had often been laid up there many year* before^ In consequsnoe of thi* 
retentivene** of memory, and of great reading and a most inventive mind, he was, 
perhaps, more genemUy akilled in the sciences, which are either directly *ul>ser- 
vient to medicine, or remotely connected with It, than any other person of hJi 
time. One &ult in his diaracter ai an author, probably arose, either wholly or in 
port, from the very excellence which ha* been mentioned. Thi* was hii defi- 
ciency Id the art of literary oomposition ; the knowledge of which he might 
have inaenaibly acquited, to a much greater degree than wa* poe*e**ed by him, 
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bad b« felt the necenity in hit youth of bequently oanuniUing hii thought* ta 
vrriling, for the purpoae of premring them. But, whether thU be juit or not, 
it raiut be confetwd, that, notirithitaiDding hli grsiit learning, which embmced 
many (ubjeet* no my silled lo nedidnej ha Hldom wrote elegantly, often sb- 
•curely and Inaecunt^y ; and IhaC he frequently erred with reelect eran to or- 
thography. Hii language, hotverer, in oasTenation, which oonfinn* die pre- 
ceding conjecture, wai not let) oorrect than tiiat of moat other penoni of good 
education. At a lecturer, his delivery wst tlow and heaitoting, and frequently 
interrupted by pausei not required by hit lubject Souettinet, indeed, theee 
continued to long, that penont unacouitomsd to hii manner, were apt to fear 
that he mu emborruwd. But theee ditadrantagea did not prevent hit hanng 
a conaiderabia number of pupib, actuated by the expectation of receiring frqm 
him more full and accurate ini&ucUon than they could eliewbere obtain. Hit 
perton ii aaid to hare been handaome in hie youth ; but hit oountenance, from 
iti fulneia, muet have been alwayt inexpreteire of the great powen of hit 
mind. Hia maanoia too were leii refined, and hit dreia in general leti ttudied, 
than what matt penoni in thia country regard aa proper for a phyiician. Prom 
thate cBuaea, and fi^>m hit ipendiog no more time with hit patienla than what 
vm luffident for his forming a juat opinion of their oilmentt, he had for aa,ny 
yean but little priTate employment in hit profetaion ; and nerer, anin in the 
latter port of hia life, when bit reputation wai at it* hei^t, enjoyed nearly so 
much at nutny of his coat«mporariea. It it worthy of mention, however, tiat 
the amount of hia fees, during the year immediately preceding hi* deceaae, was 
greater, notwilhitonding hia odvanoed age and Inbra health, than it had ever 
been before in the tame ipaoe of ttnie. He hod ol v>ayi been fond of the plao- 
turea of society ; and in bit youth, to render the enjoyment of them compat* 
ibla with hia punuila after knowledge, he need to tleep very little. He hat 
_ often, indeed, been known to lecture tor three how* in a momiBg without 
having undrewed himtelf the preceding night. The rigour of hit conetitutlo* 
enabled him to tuttain, for a cootldeiable time, mthout apparent injury, thia 
debilitating mode of life. But at length he wa* attacked with gout, which 
aflerwardi became irregular, and for many yeaia frequently affected him with 
excrudating paint in hit itomadi and bowela. In the latter part of hit life abo, 
hit feet and andet were almoit oonatontly twdlen ; and, (hortly before hi* 
death, he had lymptomi of water in the chest. But these he diiregarded, and 
uniformly attributed hit tituation, which for (everal weeki previout to his' death 
he knew t« he hopeless, to the preeence of the fint-mentioned disease. Death 
ultimately relieved him from his lufTeringi, May S6, 1803, when he wat in tile 
64th year of his age. By his wife, who waa the daughter of Charlet Stuart, 
l<eq., oonserrator of Scota privilegea in the United Netlierlands, and whom he 
bnd married in 1768, be left fbur childmi, two tone and two daughteie. 

FORDYCB, JuiE*. UD., author of the Sermont to Voung Women, wm a 
younger brother of the subject of a separate article, and the fourth ton of hit 
parentt. He wa* born at Aberdeen in I73D, and received the education requUile 
for a minister of the Scottish church at the Marisdud collie. In ITGi, he was 
appointed minister of Brechin, but toon after was remored to Alloa, where at 
hrsl he had many prejudioet to encounter, though his popular mannen and cap- 
tivating ttyle of pulpit oratory enabled him very speedily to oreroome them. 
During his brief retidence in this parish, he publi^ed three occational aermons, 
«hich attracted much noticw ; and in 17S0, he increased hli fame to a great de- 
gree by a dlacourte " On the Folly, Infamy, and Misery of Untawfiil PleasurM," 
which he preached before the Oenenil Assembly, and aftentacdt gave to the pub- 
Ua The novelty of Ihi* termon in a oountry lAere all the beet sermon* were 
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eraDgelical, and the el«gsnc« of i(a atyk and Mntimenta, ]iTf>diic«d a great iin- 
preHion throughout the country, llie praadMr loon after went to Ijondoo, and 
notwithMandJng the difference between the Scottiih ConfeNion of Faith and the 
teneta of the E^gliih diHSDlen, offered binuelf on a lacancy at the meetini; in 
Carter I^ne, but without auccaM. M>out thia time, he received the degree of 
D. D. firom the uaiTenity of Glo^w, and wm iDrlted by the meeting in Monk- 
wall Street to be co-putor nilh Dr Latfrence, then aged and infirm. Thii inTt- 
totion he accepted, and upon Dr Lawrence'i death, whidi happened loon after, 
he became lole paAor, and entered ioto (he enjoyment of a rery reipertable in- 
come. During hi« niniitry in thii place, be ac^ubed a higher degree of popu- 
larity than probably erer wai, or arer will be attained by the uune meani. The 
■trong fi»ce of hi* eloquence drew men of all ranki and all perfuntiooa to hear 
hinL Hij action and elocution were original, and peculiarly itrlking, being not 
a little aaiiited by hi* figure, which waa tall beyond the common itandard, and 
by a tet of feature* which in preachiog diiplayed great rariety of expre»ion and 
animation. Beiide* hii regular atteodanlj, who lubacribed to hi* lupport, hia 
meeting waa frequented by men curioua in eloquence ; and it ii Mid, that the 
celebrated Darid Garrick wa* more than once a hearer, and ipoke of Dr For- 
dyce'i akill in oabaj with great approbation. With reapect to hi* theological 
■entimenti, he appean to hare poHeaaed that general liberality wbidi i* civil to 
all lyitema, without being attached to any. From hi* printed worii*, it would 
be eaaier to prove that he belonged to no *ect, than that he held the principle* 
of any. A* to the matter, morality appean to have been hia chief object ; and 
ni to the manner, he ardently itudied a poli*h and a *pirit, which wai then sel- 
dom met with in English pulpili, although it had not been unutual in thoae of 

In 1771, Dr Fordyce married Mia Henrietta Cuounyngi; and in 1775, he 
waa inTolred in an unhappy diipute with hii coadjutor, Mr Toller, aon-in-law to 
Dr Lawmnce. Thia mi«uiider*tanding originated in toiue omituon of ceremonial 
politeiten between the two rererend gentlemen, and ircMn the want of mutual con- 
ceaaion, the breach widened, till reconciliation became impoaiible. Dr Fordyce 
appean, indeed, to have been of an Irritable temper, whi^ led him on thi* oc- 
caiion to be guilty of an act which ultimately he had leaion deeply to regret, a* 
it proved ntoit injurious to his own interest For, on undertaking to perform 
the whole duty of the chapel, he pcsseaud auflicient influence to have Mr I'oller 
ejected Irom the parioral diarge. The conie<|nence ntii, that the congregation 
became dinatiafied, aplit into parties, and gradually dispetted, when Dr Fordyce 
waa obliged to resign the ministry. It i* true, that bad health and the inlirmi- 
tie* of old age had their share in constraining him to thli step, but the congre- 
gation had preriouity almoat entirely deserted the chapel, which was soon after 
shut up. Finding himself no longer uaeful a* a preadier, Dr Fordyce, in the 
year 1783, left London, and retired lint to Hampdiire, and finally to Bath, 
where he continued to reside until bis death, which took place on the 1st of Oc. 
tober, 1796, in the 76th year of his age. We have, in the following letter from 
Mn Fordyce, a very interesting and instructing narrative of tiiis nteliuicholy event, 
triiile it presents, at the same time, a lively picture of Dr Fordyce'i piety and of 
some of the more amiable trmta of his choiscter. 

" My dear sir, being now able to sit up, I can only aay, that hod the state of 
mf healtii, when your laat toothing but afleeUng letter came to hand, admitted 
of my writing at all, soch a letter from a favourite friend, would have impelled 
me to give it an immediate reply. Accept, dear sir, of my gratitude for 
what it contained, especially for that sympathy I so much stand in need 
of; it U the balm of true friendship; and though it reacbe* me from varioua 
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quarten, itiU the wound biMdi, and will coo^niw to bl«ed, till Qod tfaall heal it 
by Ihat N-union of louU whicb muit take place sre long. 

" Hardly two people accnt eadi other wilhoul an «ulagium onhit dwracter, and 
a ligh for hi* death — but death ii wat not To all human appearance, ho wb« 
tmnilated. We apent a moat afreaable eraning ti^ether in my draaaing^oiBD, in 
which he wat foud of litting, on aocount of the fine ur of the *ale hehind and 
the pmapect : Air hs itill kept hii reliih for all ihat waa beautiful in nature, W* 
• both engraaed with William Cowper*a aenium to the Jewi. 
' 1 read the hymna and paalmi in the little pamphleL — ' Ah 1' aaid he, 
ii carriea m« bacJt to Monkwell Street, where we aan^ it logetbM' with my 
betoTed fiock ; the Urain ahall be exalted when next we aing it' Then 
turning to me ha «id, * vm hare read enough for to night — before you call 
for aupper, let ua hare some muaic' My niece it a very fine perfonner — afae 
immediately nt down to aocompany him in Kime of hla Arourite airi on the 
piaoo>fDrta ; and a rary fine cadenoe aba wng, ao delisted hlin, that he nude 
do it orer a^n, and turning to me, fae aaid, ' How many thinga hare we 
to be grateful foe] The muaicBl ear ia a gift peculiar to lome, withheld from 
other* ; there are many thing! in life ridily to be enjoyed ; ail that leoda up 

God we may delight in ; hut wbateier hat no reference to hiu, we thould 
iroid. There are hooka colled religioui oBlcea, preparaijou for the aacn- 

ment, and preparaliont for death, &a. ; but for my own part, I never could 
think that luch preparationt oonaiited in auoh timea being let apart for office^ 
and then returning to the world, aa having done with heaTen tar die time 
being. A man it not truly prepared for dtath, unleta by the tenor of hit life 
he feelt bimielf ao wholly giren up to God, that hit mind ii in hearen, be- 
fore he goea hence ; and he can only bring himaelf to that, by the perpetual 
tllant reference in all hit worda, thoughla, and actiont, to hit Creator, which 

1 have to ofken mentioned to you.* I replied, ■ That indeed, doctor, b the teat 
criterion, to judge himtelf hy, for a man dare hare no reference or appeal 

for hit actiona to God, If hit deeda condemn him to hit own conadencb' — * God 
be praitad,' aaid he, ' if I thould leave you, I deaire you may avail yooraelf 
of them.' In addi^on to religion and the Soipturei, there are bodu, friend- 
ahipa and muiic: I would name more, but theae are lufficient ; — cait yoonelf on 
Gcd through your Redeemer. He will care for you and ralae you up frlendi.' 
I aimed'at changing the convenation, and aaid, ' But you are better, my dear.' 
' I an certainly eatier,' he replied, and have had lett pain and better ■ymp' 
toma for tno or three weekt paat ; and 1 atnre you, my beloved, I am not 
tired of life at all: for thou^ the Almighty knowa 1 have been long ready 
for the tummont, yet if it it hia pleature to let the lamp of life burn on a lit^ 
tie longer, I am aatiitied, and I am hit.' 

" He tat hit utual time after aupper, whidi he partodi of in a modenta 
way, without any diireliih. About eleven he rang for the terranlt, who Hith 
my nieoe and mytelf attended him every night to hit t»ed-chamber. To ny 
unipeakable joy, it aeemed to coat him much leta effort tlian common to mount 
the ttain ; whiiji formerly wat to painful a tadc, that at every landing place 
a chair waa let for him lo rett on, ere he could aacend to the next. He joined 
ut all in obaerving with gratitude and wonder, that he thould gain more esae 
by living longer. He and I ooovened in a very pleaiii^ atyle on vsriout 
tubjeeta till about one o'clock, and then he urged my going lo bed, lett 1 
ahould be hurt by inoh late hour*. He alto forttade me to get up in the night, 
sa anxiety about him had often made me do, unlete I ihould hear him call 
me ; he made me protuiae I would not, after trbidt we embraced. 1 left him 
very haj^iy, comforlahle, and aerene ; I might add even cheerfUL We both 
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from tbe Old Hutcn, u)d from Oiigiiud Doini, b; John Mastin, XU 
periil 4K clvnlly bound in Uoiocco, pike £6, lOt.; or in 3S Parti, 2i. 6d. 
lia nagnUlemt EditiOD of the Ha); Bcnp^ma-^wbidi combina, in one liandume, luailr Vobimt, 
a Ii^ ud teadabla tfpe, nnrasroiu Noto, and the moat beautiful leiiea eJ EnTraTisgi in eiiit- 
ncB-hai been hoooured by tbe p'troiiaet of tbe Qwni snd Pniuw AUitrt, »(o Aaw <acA otdertd 
rOiu Dii^tanea of the Choieb — and above Five Handled Clerrymen and 
.!,_._ ,_ _*... ■«■__.. . 1„ 1 . . .-„„ auwikn ^ Oit Safal 



» of tbe Qiut 
be Choidi— and above 
Miniitoi. ikg* livtr nvin g/ Oit Work Asm alia Atea wat : 

"ABoble and beanttW edltlm of the Bacred VolBme. Ko oopj bi 

THE COMPREHENSIVE FAMILY BIBLE i 



BiMingi, Chrmiologica], ai 



Fes bem^ of tarn, teit, and iUuMtatiiMi, tbi* Bible e< 
Dnnit7 ; and in ita more important tcatnm of Cr 

" — »f---'- ' ''— ^ of hi^ Talne to all elasac 

'^ in part of Hiitorieal Suhjecta, from 



nw Enokatid iLLnaimATioHB n 



rO Fart), 11 each, witb 

Ida itidf itronglf to the Cbrbtian con- 
it, Rderenee, and IntniduetDiy matter, it 
iblioil Student!. 



compnaa Wein of Uonntaina, Riven, Lakea. and otbcx natoial 
_J Tomu, silting or in nuni ; Templei. Tombi, Sc : the wbda 
Incidenta and Uiatory, and more eipcciaUy iHnatraCing the Fulfil 

COOKE'S BROWN'S SELF-INTEBPRETIN8 BIBLE. 

With an Intiodnetioii, copiout Marginal Befeimrei, and Notea EiplanitoT; and PnetieaL With 
•everal Thouaand additional Nolei, eipLuning dlfflcull Texta, and nconcUuii; •ceming ccotiadiB- 
tioni. BftheBev.HKHBl CoOKi, i5j].,lLd.. Beirut Bliutnted witb ^igravinga. Comptee 
In 44 Part^ mral 4to, la rich. With Barr'a Todei and Herrice] Paabna. 2i. «A additionaL 

BHOWN'S SELF-INTERPRETING BIBLE, 

Oennina Edition, irtth Comcliona-and Additiooi, under the 

Family. Witb Two Houaand Critial and Explautorr Nolia, mm 

inn: alao, a Memoir of tbe Autboi, by hia Oiandaon, the late Sa, J. Bnown FATniaon, 

MmuUr of FiMrk ; and a eomplele Index and Coadae Dictionary, by the Kev. John BaU, 

atugaw. Witb Uiatoikal and l^udacapa DluatratiDna, Fimil; R^tO', &e. Complete in S3 



POCKET EDlTIONi 
THE ILLUSTRATED POCKET BIBLE; 



ig tita Old and Nsw Tier 

SOOO Critical and Eiplaoatcn NoCea, and BC 
Ilitutratiau, conaiating of iVenty- 



irenty-five G 



o the Aotboriied Temm. WiQi neailr 
JO and Beadingi. Alao, THisTT-asvtn 

t Engraviiiga, and a Bompleta Bcriptun Attaa of 



Twdfe Coionred Mapa. In 24 NtuabaaTB^ a 

•• tUogetber the bat and chnpnt portable cditian of Ihe Scilptnnia *bieb ira bare jret ■aeD.'— ^Uai. 

BOOK OP COMMON PRAYER; 

Dhiitialed and Annotated. Witb Twbhtt-hinb iLLDaraATtoiiB, ebiefly from the Old Haitoa, 
indndinf £ieDT Dnaiana for tbe Oflksa, bj Seknia. "Hie Rubrica printed in red. llie NOTit 
m Gonniled (mm tbe writingi ot UotAtr, Bamnr, Bevendgi^ Comber, Hall, Patrick, Bnnwt, 
Home, Tarkit, Becker, Veneer, Wbealley, go. An Hiitorieal Bketch of tbe OHrin and Pnwieaa 
of the UtnigT, an EipIanaCioa of Eccleaiaitical Cbionolocy, and a Oetiera] Index M tbe MMea, 
an added In IS Nmnbera, 6d. each. 
Tha inherent vahie and tbe beauty ot theae Books recommend them to FaznilJca ai loitable and deglBt 
(•etfnta to tbe younger memben ot the houadiold. Tbe Bloatrationa an perfect gemi, aepante 
mimaioa* cf vtudi, not many yeara ago, vould have been contidered cheap at 2i. cacb; bnt if 
tb^ are catcnlated at only Sd. eadi, they reduce the price of tbe Ust to Si. toi tbe Bible, and la. 
M. Ibr tbt Commcm Pr^er— a price lower Ilian ii paid ft« my inferior pocket Editioui of tfaea* 



D,„i,„db,Goo<^le 



D.D., Qltiigov. IthigtrUctl br m Sena of Hiilnicil OeugaM/ltnitaffa, ud o1 
BmU. To be «unpl(4ed io 38 Pirti, 2<. tkch. 



2 WOBKS PUBLISHED BT BLACKIE AND BON, 

SLAS&OV, BDIHBITBeH, AHD LOHSOV. 

FAMILY COMMENTAR1E& 
HAWEIS' EVANGELICAL EXPOSITOR; 

Oi, II ConmBitu; on the Holv Bible, with in Introduction, Mifginil Refennfcs, and It<*£i(n, 

'bj the RcT. JoHH BsowH of Hiddington; lad « complete Index ind Conciie DictianeiT, hytha 

Ber, JoHH Barb, GtHgVH. Wait Mtpe, Pkoi, ud other Zapmiagi. In 65 Pani, it Ii. eadi. 

"I iliall m»t »rd»Uj Rcommsnd il la lumna CbrlitiBnaoTill dsniiiDiaUiDni.''^aikii NtKla^ 

HAWEIS' COMMENTARY ON THE NEW TESTAMENT. 
Complete vith PUte^ in 40 Nomben, 6d. tadi. 

SCOTT'S COMMENTARY ON THE OLD AND NEW TESTA- 

UENT3; indnding EnluiitcpTT Notei, Prictial OhserritionSj ind Copioui Maiginil Referencee. 
With in Intioductorr Emy, ind numeroui idditionil Nota, bj the Rer. William Sthinqtoh, 
n,i ^, .11.... — -J'bj..^ ,;_._^__. . — ,.., , _.,._ »„,..„._.. 

ui38Pi 

BARNES" NCTES ON THE NEW TESTAMENT. 

Impnmtd. BUutTvtti. md AmiOidti Sdllbm. Dhutnted with Ham, Flak*, aid Bcratifol 
Bnokatimoii, aa Bted md Wood, of Scener; idoitifled with Bcriptm^ from Or^^inil Dnwinn 
br W. L. LarrcH, T. Alu>k, Ac. To be completed in 33 Pirti, Ij. eadi; or Fin DooUe 
Volume! It Sf. och, and One it ^^. SdL 
Thi> Edition of Bsmti' Xolnit eohuerdin Tihw ibore all otiien brtbeminimiuScpFLixiNTAiiT 
NoTJt» «dded in the Epistlet, and which ire correetiTe of tertiin opinioni eoiettiined by th» 
uthoT, thit ire not in Kcordince with the lieWB of Diiiae Troth genenllj held in ttiii eonntn. 
Aputtrom thii diitinctivefntOR, the iLLDBTBATiOiia (Siity-ni FUta in nirmber) introdaoM 
into thii Edition render it not only the nu»t nluible arid beautiful, but alio the chcapeat cop; 

BARNES' NOTES ON THE OLD TESTAMENT. 

nieBoolu of JOB and ISAIAH, irith Additiohal VoTwa, Engbatihos on Stbil, ud 
ahore One Hundred Illctbtbattohs on WooTr, moat of them to be fbund in no other editioiL 
13 P«rt«, 1». each ; or Job, 2 toIi, Cloth, 8,.; Iiaiah, 2 roll.. Cloth, 7» i alio Daniel ZtoIj., Clirth, It. 

BARNES' QUESTIONS ON THE NEW TESTAMENT. 

1 Matthew-^art. Part IL Ijake-John. Fart IO. Acta. Part IV. RomioK Part V. 1 Cor- 
nrtbiaika. Part VI, Hcbivwi. 

1U nU be liniKl an ■duiraUBHnraal far fluudar«dioid TcMdur* and Heada of TimiUgi, 
«ri(c«imtyh>ai He JlMonnnAXJM. jlvm (g Mt Sauiom. tf mittaU MmHtn- 
'H^MlnlnBuBM brhiautlr.! iha«ld luve twa.ft)ld ■■ 



Hakilkut, D 

^TO^^-^mSm^^^ by Immi aWI iceoHiliihed Scoti IXrina, ginto it a bigh pre- 

-Jli^ 'Si'^'i?'!!?!*^'^^* "T^ rf "A a fsB [wwt of ortliodory].it ntlrri, mmred by tLe la- 

^HirtlFwlIT "^ •Tlmaton or fmMaCfte Xttvr-l<aia Biiui, DJl., Ifn, cHl^,, St. 

"The ni^lmnlai «'ii«B girt 1 puUeiilii nlw to Madded Uit(«i of the daerredlr pontor W»* «( 

^^JiJ^^Z^.^^^l^^Jl^^ ™I "^"t "^ ^J "^ IhTRadinl In i uon 
tS^Ts^ai^I^J^.''^ ""^^ ■* •" '™' "^ in th. originU irp-iUo*--,.™ 
.^l^^liHtXr'i Vi. "" •J"™ f* «■«* Bl*""* and Son, Bd printed In a nniUer tn». dKidedly 
«™ pwagei. -William LurniAT, D.lJ., Pr^aur ,f a^li^ nmA^. U„iM FraSyi™. C*«». 

BROWN'S DICTIONARY OF THE BIBLE, 

(FiCTOBiAi. Editiok), corrected and anaered. Bt the Rer Jivna SHmi a u 'Wiph 

STACKHOUSE'S HISTORY OF THE BIBLE, 

^aSLSt^H'S^^.^ ^f^ ^ '*" Brtibliibment <rf Chrirtanity; and a Connection id 

^^t^^S^^"^*™" ;S^ ComnentUoTi, Critic^ and EartrrTSneller., l>bSS 
STrlui ^^^,?'*™- IllarfBled with 17 hirtly-finirted EncnTinn, p^^ --""^ 
thiOldMiilm, SVdj.nnperiaiai'o.clnth.aSi.; orilil8P»rl.,ZrcSi*. 
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W0BK8 PUBLISHED BT SUCEIE AND BON. 3 

ALABSOW, BnmimQH, ARD VOVLOX. 

DEVOTIONAL AND PRACTICAL WORKS. 
PAMH-T WORSHIP. 

A Baiet of Fi^m, aith Doctiinil ud Pnctiod Sonmki oo Pmigu of Baati Sajntpn tot 
eiRT MonuDCud Breuni; thioiu^unn the Year; aduitBllo tbsBiriini of DDmBtk Wonhip. 
WilA Twmtj-ime tagtiT-tuibti SngnriDp. In 20 AitM, twpa^opl StOk it. eul; Clod^ SU. 

THE CHRISTIAN'S DAILY COMPANIONj 

A Serin et Ibdttittoaa ud Sbott Pnetial Ccanunti, on tl« mort mpiKtut DooRin* md 
Praomn of tb* Hdjr aaiptam^ unnnd to DiDy Badnu; thnatfHnt Us rnt. (FiU iWcMly- 
«>*v%jM>MJipi^«K Ib lolPDti^ U iKb; Cloi£, Ut. 

THE WORKS OF JOHN BUNYAN, 

Fncliad, ASfgaaal, and MucdluiBnu: wMi Bditraial PsirACiS ud Nona, u 

«o BoHTi" ""'" "" " " """■ »._ r. « . 

Hlfprim'i : 



a BuHTAH'a QEHiua, Tmsi, ud Coniihpoubiii. B7 Qbokqi Onro^ E 
"-^•- ^^— ibrth«R — -"'— '•-'■-^— " ' - — -- ^--v- 



BuIitah'b Worki 6xa, u 1 wholes ths nutt fagtpagf futhful, ud bnihuble Bodj at IKTinh; 
tint bn trar bacn pibliibc^ud that in a beantiial auaplieitj of Uuguga vhidi no ona can 
minndBOtnd. Ite nkfe Woika a/ Bnnraii an do^ bowser, of hij ucaa. IHntewnmr 
tnn oU coUfctnl ad pHbUiird « aK|r Hi/ini acnn. Tba fwrAirm tbat hiTS appcand ban time 
to tune hare all bsen mutilatal altoad, wd detoinatad; iDiL DDtil aoiae tk; Tacmt EditJoni 
at the Pilctim, not a nngle book or tnaliBi eouid be £Mnd in iti anginal inl^rilj anl beaulj, 

SEFASATB I8BUE9. 
To ncet the want) of tb<w *bo alnad; poaaoa (be Alkpncd Woriu iJ Bm^an, du FnUiiben 
diTida the vMe WoAt into Cvo Bepantc looea. 

tr-THE EXFBRIMENTAI. DOCTBINAI^ ahd PRACTICAL VfORXB. VU lOmtrf 
liuu. In SI Fan, li. each. 

II^TRSALLEGOBICAI,FIGUBAT[V%Ain>BYlfBOUCALWOaK& WiUnumtrvM 
/UMtnUisH. In 18 Furti, la. each. 

WILLISON'S PftACTICAL WORKS; 

ij the Bar. 
IOFuti,!i 

DWIGHT'S SYSTEM OF THEOLOGY; 

Or. COMPLETE BODT or DrVINlTY; in 1 Soita of BermOHi. By TlNOTnT Uwiaii*, DJ>. 
With an Enar on the bupintioD of tha HoLj Scnpcara. 1 Vol ■nper-roril Stb, !1>. ; O in 10 
Fnta, £f. each. 

WATSON'S BODY OF PRACTICAL DIVINITY, 

In a Scriet at Sanaooa on the Shorter Cateehiim <rf the Weatminiler AaKmbly. To vfaich ia 
■nwDded, Select Sermona on Varioui Subjecti, togellier Kilti the Ait of Dirine Coaloitmeiit, and 
Cbriit^a Variana Fnhieaa. The wlu4a rerued and conecled, with numcroua Notea finn uiprored 
anthon. 1 Vd. npw^OTil Sm, dotb, IflH. ; or in 29 Not. 6d. ewta. 

BAXTER'S SELECT PRACTICAL WORKS, 

Inehidiiu the whole of hia IVeatiaca n CoDfcniOB, Ilia Divine life. Dying Thonghti, and the 
Bainti' fiferlaitinE Rett Carefully tteriaecl, and pnteded by a Honaii «( tbi AudMr, a>d 
Fortnit. 1 VoL nva-myilSTo, ZSk doth i or in 12 Parti, 2i. each. 



BAXTER'S SAINTS' EVERLASTING REST; 

nie IKiine lib; and Drinc Tboogtita; a Call to the UnconTHtcd; and Mower Hem. Cm> 
fuBy lenaed, ud preceded by a Memoir of tbe Anttur. SI Numbs^ M. each. Clotl^ Ilk U. 

FLEETWOOD'S LIFE OF JESUS CHRIST; 

With the Lirea of tbe Apoatla and EraigEliiti. By Uw Bar. Joan FuitWooD. D.D. Alao, 
The lira of tbe Hoit eminent Fithen end Martyn, and the Hiitoiy of FiimitiTO Chiiitianiq, 
by WiLUaM Cavb, OJ), With an Eoayon tbeEndeocea of Chriitianinr,andmm(n)ae Notea 
not 10 be Ibiuid in any otbo E^tioo. To vlueh ii ml^ithaed, A Conciae Hiataiy nt the Chnatian 
Church, by the Rn. VaoMit Siva, H.A llluitntad by forty bcautifijl BiigT>Tii«a mi Stedt 
Impoial Sio, Clotl^ 2Si.i or in 20 Faiti, la, each. 

HALL'S CONTEMPLATIONS ON THE HISTORICAL PASSAGES 
OF THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS. By the BigM Rer. Io«bfh Hau, D J), gM- 
ceanrely Biihop of Eieter and Nonridi. With an Biaay on hia liik and Wiitiiig^ E>y KaifB 
WAMDLAff, DJ}, ais«w lUutnted Edition, ompleta in IS Pait^ U each. 
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* WOEKS PUBLISHED BT BLACKIB AND SON, 

«II.UflOV, BDQISimftH, AHD LOHItOR. 

INDISPENSABLE BOOKS OF REFERENCE > 
THE IMPERIAL GAZETTEER: 

A OEMEBAL OrCTIONABY OF OEOGRAPHT, PhtMoAi, FouttCAI. Btatimicu, uti 
IteioimVB, bdudiw Coo-pi^ieniiTe AceounU «f One Countrio, Ctdn, Prindpd Tmni^ 
Vaiifa, Baa, I«ka, Bann, laludi. UoimUiiu, TiBcyi, Ac, Id the Woild. No* Piddiihluc 
faiPnt^ SlBiL euh. A Cgmpuun to the "IhfibialUictionakt." 

ICii ttu pnrpottof llwIiiriU4i.G«inTBi>to nipplj nicta * Wwk u tba dienmitiiMM of 
6te prcKDt •(« leqnin. In iu compiktion, tic matt rtena and aWAflUie jdkkb will be couiiKbI, 
And pDtieii*v Bttentii^ viU be ptid to the TVide md Hcecmcei of the Tinom placa deaoribed, 
■Dd to the Hodll Coaditun, Mlnnn, Cuatonn, &£., of the InhEbitmntL Ont on will tbo be 
bMtoved OD the Phjnol Oeomfbj of ComiDHm, in the niion* dcputoeata at Goologj', Hrdnt- 
gnph;, ClimUolog;, Bntur, Zoolog]'. Ac, ind na Ibe lafing down of gtognphicel poutiau end 
rewire dUtaoceL 

Ae no vhttcn desmptioa of t lodlitj on gin » iccmnte n concepdon od iti featoni or poei- 
Bon u ■ dan or picioiiil lepreiaitatiMi, thii Work will be Ilhutnted b* tboTC SmN 
HcnDKiDENQKATiHoa on Woo4 printed in the teiL Dme DlDftiMiani will eomptiieVinn 
of Citja and Towns ; of Sonirkablt Bmlding*, Antiimitiea, Nuun) Bcenen, C«tniDea, Plana of 
Porta and HarbourA, and flmtll Hapa of River Hontha, Islands, and Iiland Groupi, A4^ m an 
mlugid nle. See full Proapectna and ConditionB in Part First. 

Seltctiaiufmit i»t Statamdatmuauet to Iku Wirrh: 

" 1 am aatkAcd that It will prora an enbuatlj naellil aid to noeraphj, bdoa eonpitad whb anntin 
and attentifn. It la lUo WdU prlDUd, and hautUUh OlutiatiS."— Captain VI. H. Shtti, K.I(, S-SS, 
P.CJ., f .8, lie PraidHt If fli Jryl SKftrnfUitl Jmlrf* ^ LKUim. 

" 1 haTa na healtatlon in appnffaif u^ij of tne plan on wMcta it la Cn be cnndnctc^ and pimovncfng it 
lo ba a mora vahubl* tttttnWfon to Qnr noarapUcal wvrks td Tba nreaent da* Ihan aiir otl>v of Uv 
•*-■ kbtd wilb wUiA I am anoainl(d.'>-K A. Tiucn Awoir. UJ), F.L.B,TJ:.B^ he, rnfimcr 

' It upiera lo be canfull; and carrcMlj auDiuled."— Cipt. CnAa. D. Bnamr^ LN., CE, F-LQA, 
ti Ott Bmrinw Dtpiirlmml,Jimir*Ui. 
' EneUeirt hi ereij wtjr—C Puui Sun 

- Wall imalHIa* u> qpplt Uu Want that haa lou been resenUt rel^ 

nfcoaMlmi."— Liort. H. lUna. B.JI., CK-Q-B., F.aA,S. 
Work, and eompaml it with othera ut aiialLar pEvlcruhma. 



"IberflexaniinadTovr Work, andoompamlU i 
in aajing that 1 snnler it ineonparablj nperi« 
plant oflowni and piMMa an or rrcat LUifeat and > 



plant oflawni and plMaa an of rot huiwat and aaafnlnaii ,"— Lnon Ann Bcnnin, LLP., Ph^,F 
iMtor^ •r!T-=., ... . 



, , ^ _4,Woiu)amui.TKHai.iiH,nidthe ^ ,.. 

and moat sataiBj wed Teehoical and Sdoitile Tcnna. toRetbB widi flior Etjnialwci, and 
Iheii Pimnnciatian. accordinr to the bst enthoritKe. luutntcd ij npvndi of Two tnoaaand 
EnmnogB on Wood. Compete in 30 Parti, Impoiil On, 2t. Sd. MdL 

THE POPULAR ENCYCLOPEDIA; 

Ot, CONVEttaATtONB LEXICON; brang a Gsieral Dictionan of Arti, Sdenna, litentni^ 
Biogiapbj, Hiitory, Ethics and Political EcoaomT; with DincrtUiaDa on the Prognai of Bdenn, 
lataatnre, nkd tha Fine Arta, bj Thokai TnoHaon, H.D,, F.R-a, Ac, Rqpoa Proflnaor uf 
Chaniatrj, Unbcnitr of Ola^ow; Sir Dahibl K. BAKDronii, D.CJ., Frofeaaor of Greek, 
Vtimxtitj of Glaagow; and Abi^R CuMHIHauaK, Eaq, Author of "liTia of Britiih Painten," 
Ac nhutnled b; many Handled Plato and Diagiuna. ' CompkCe in U Half Yoli, III; aa^ 
n S8 Diiiiioii^ St. each; ot S6 Parti, It. dd. fA. 

CYCLOPEDIA OF AGRICULTURE, 

PRACTICAL AKiiSCIENTIFICi in which the TlieorT, the Art, and the BuBneaa of Fuming, 
m all their departments are thoroiuhlj' and pncti(«11]> traated. Bj itpwarda of IUIt of Ihs moit 
eDkioent Armoa, l^nd Anita, ana ^^tentific Men w the day. Edited by Jouk C. Ho*tdn, 
Editor </ the "AcricoltmlQatettc." With abonOiwThaiuandlllnatratiDnionWaodaiulBteeL 
Nov RiUiihiDg m PartL 2t. 6d. Mcfa, anps^iTal Sn. 

Hw ol()Kt <r Oit WoA >• to prcaeM to the ApinHurd reader the whok of the tntth imme- 
fiatd; connaeted with bia profMoo, to tkr at it ia known to the ncs moit hmibat with the 
tocneea it inndm, the metfioda it onplon and the riak it iaenn. 

Blnatntiraia on wood and ited, of Farm BnilibigB, Inacet^ Planta, cuttitited and mndtinteit 
Agricnltund Machine^ Implementa and Opsatiani, &c, will be pien adiereni it ia prenmed Oxf 

Bilectiimtfnm lb Seetnimaidiiiimt gitt* to tU) Wfri:— 
" It h a yftjA olmtX merit, and will be Toy rahiahie (o the imetJeal rarmer. Erery fhtiner who can 
afliHd i^ oDtht to luTE a mpr al Iba W«k.''-TBOiiaa Bauoia, Eta, Imiil OmmiHttmrfir Urn J)mti 
tf MffAwffHif fiWdiTn {iatlU 
-Ihe Work ia (lilljr ap to tha maent dq, than beinf ample Maila of Che laUat diteDnrtea.-'— Hi. 
"■" ""- ■— — fMiH jaru Bht "-■'■"—• — '■■■- 
•— " ■ • ^Bm^at. 

of tha't 

'CrctopaiUaof llirienilnn.'"— SeoUiil JfAiMmi /timit 



finolol Hon, Anur, nsdm Smt, Dhk Eiddtiis 
■Tkb admlntila CTctopedhi.--If.rt Um Aprw. 
"I bare no healtation whaleror in eipnteiiia m* h 

H. M. hbLnnu, Eiq, f oittrtr, nirat, FiriiBH. 
• Tha itaa UmI of a • CrdopaOia of Agrknllnn.- 
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WOSKS PUBLISHED BY BLACKIE AUD SOS, S 

OUBSOW, XDIKBIIKOH, AITS LOITBOV. 

MECHAMCAL AND OTHER PROFESSIONAL WORKS. 
RAILWA't MACHINERY: 

A TaalitB on Itw Hcdunicml EnciacerinK <rf Siilinji; embadng the Priaeipla aid Cimitmo- 
thn aC Rdtlmg ind Piud Ptao^ m ill £piitmeiiti. lUartnttd V m Seria irf PliMi on i lain 
tale, md br numaoni Gnfpvriiip on Wood. B; Djuiiil Kinnbak Ci.*aK, Eu)dm>. To 
be completed in iboM U Tata, 2t. 6<i. ttA. 

THE ENGINEER AND MACHINIST'S ASSISTANT; 

Bau ■ Serie* of Pluu, Bcetioiu, and Elermtioni of Btam Engioi^ Spumtnc MichnKi, Hilb far 
Orinainr, TdoIi, Ac., UkenFram MMtinc* of spprovcd conitioetion ; with I)«ni|itinn« lul 
Pncticd Zaajt on Vuioni DcptrbiMiit* of Ktebmerj. In 28 P*rt^ Impeiial 4(o, ^. Bd. (Kh, 

THE ENGINEER AND MACHINIST'S DEAWINQ-BOOK ; 

A cxnnplete amne of IntCmctton for the Fnctial En^nen, compriiing Linev Dniring'-Pn>- 
jectionr— Ecoentric Cnirea— th« nrioui foimi at Qanar—napnctting Uichmnr— Bkelchinf 
nnd Dnwing Inin the Muhine— FrqHtion of Bh*do«*— l^nling ind CDlauriag, imd Pcnpeetira 
—on ths buu of ths irorki of M. Id Blanc, ind HU. Araengand. In ■bout 14 P*iti, *t 2i. 

THE CABINET-MAKER'S ASSISTANT; 

ABerici ot Or^inil Dengni for Blodnn PninituTe, vidi DsKriptiona and Detiili of ConilnictiDn, 
ObaerratioiM on the Idaleruli and Hanu&ctan of Cabinet-mrk, and Initmctiona in Drawing, 
addled to the Tnde. In 23 Paiti, 2i. 61I. each. 

THE MECHANIC'S CALCULATOR AND DICTIONARY. 

Bj WiLLiAK Gribr, The CALCULATOR comiirehmd) Prindplw. Bnlo. and TiJilea, in the 

Antaani in genenL Clolb, Si. Od. The DICTIONARY ii 1 complete Note-book of Technioil 
Tenni, Ilula,>ndTab1ea,nBeral in tbeUechaaical Arti. lUuitiated b; EngnTingi of Uactiineiy, 
ind nearlf 200 Cuti and Diaframi on Wood. Clotb, to Hu CAicm^iot. and DictioHamv 
in one Binei o( 27 Nnmben, Sd each. 

THE PRACTICAL MEASURER; 



motiraPowen for AfH. 
<Mk; l>inCk>tb.IZa. 



Edilim. OnMl; alluded. Roan, 6i. Bd.] oris UNumben. Sc 

THE AGRICULTURIST'S CALCULATOR: 

A Seriea ol Tahlea tor Land-Meanuing, DniniDg, Uannnng, Planting Wriffat ol Ktj nd Cattln 
br Heanuement, Building, £c Ad^ted to the nie of aD mnied in Afticnltnca of tba Hana|e. 
laent of land^ PTDpoty. Cunplete in IT Nottbai, U. nA. BoaudtB Btm, Sl 

THE FARM ENGINEER; 

A'ntatiie on BarnMacUnsT, and tb. .. . 

enlcaral pnrpoto. BjRobikt Ritcbii.CJL, EdinbuiitL 10Fut^l(.< 

THE FARMERS' GUIDE. 



SMITH'S ESSAY ON COTTAGES. 

o the ConatonetiaQ of Cottagei, for which the ¥\ 



THE TAILOR'S GUIDE. 

d Oidde for the Tailon' Cntting-Toom ; hdng a TmtiK on Hnminr ud Cntting 
n all Btjla, and tot enrj faioiid life; ilao the Cnltinc of Point and Bar Oown^ 
U, UrenB, Ac, with direetiona Ibr Hakinr-np and Altnliona. Bj Joaara Coun. 



W^ unnuina Plata an^ DiaKiama. In 14 Parti, £. ii 

A TREATISE ON CLOCK AND WATCH-MAKING, 

Tbeontical and PraatieaL B; Thomas Sbid, EdinboiilL Hhutnted with Tawtj Folfing 
Flatea, and Vignette Titk-paga. 2U. Cloth ; or in 10 Piita, 2l tadi. 

A TREATISE ON THE ART OF WEAVING. 

■tad b* neath 260 finia, with Wan, Weft, and Tan TMm, lin tlw vn of Mraulk6- 
. BjJounMuBrHT. TUid Bditioa. 1 VoL Srok lb.; oi in IS Nmnben. U each. 
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6 W0BK8 PUBLISHED BT BLACKIE AND SON, 

flLUOOW, SDIHSHSaH, AND Lon>oir. 

POETICAL AND MISCELLANEOUS WORKS. 
ITALY, 

CLASSICAXt HI3T0BICAI, avD PICTUItEBairE ; IlhtitMUd in * Serie* of Vien ftoa 
Dnwinga hr Btahvikld, RA, Bobirti, KA., Habdihq, Psodt, Liitch, Bbix^kidoh, 

B&BHABD. &C &C With DBaCRIFTIOHS Ot tbs SCBNBS. PtUcdcd by HI iHTKODtlCTOBT 

Ebsat, dndofung the Kceait HiMoiy Mid Pntent Conditka ^ Itdr and the ttdiaiiL B; 
CuiLLO Hapbi, D.D.. ttoniKfIr Canoo of the CUhtdnl irf Feimc. ind Gndnite cf dte Colkge 
of Su Aptrihnue id Borne. Complete in 20 Firti, Zl 6d. eudi; or I VoL half monKOO, £3, 8>. 

Tlii* it one of the mart bnOtifD] illuitntifg WorkM Chit here eta imed Cram the pnB. It 
pniaiU It the proent mgrneDt ■ double dwm to icfMd : iadeptodtnt of ita hewitr u > tible- 
IkkA, the litem; deputmtnt oonteiiu much cauKraing Roau, ita Pqxl Bala, md Chntdi ooc- 
nptioaij Uttt on^ht to be biawn in the funil j drdct 

THE WORKS OF KOBKRT BURNS, 

Conplela IDuftnted Editiaii, Litemr and Pictorial, nouiitiiig of ■ oanpkte CoDiction o( hii 
Poenu, Soua, end CornuwadBuce; efiuiged Cbronologiony, and accompanied bj nmnctoua 
Notei and £raatstion*. ^le whole pceoeded bj FKOrnaaoR Wiuoh'b CelriinteilKanj "On 
flw OoDiiu and Chaiactec oT Burnt,'' and Dt. Cdbbib'b Hanoi (rf the Poet. In 25 Parts, lOTal 



m Poetr; and Prate, from naihr Thi 

.., _, 41tb Enpatinjt, ftoiB Original Diawi 

diiellT bf Memben ol the TttijMl Bootli^ Aodemj. In 4 Tola., degantly bound in doth, p 



HrnDBBD difltnnt Adihobb. tUnitntKl bj Twratj-Are Eoe 



A tnU, It. cub. 

' Ihaae fou baaUifal ivaiedaa eootaln tu tahnsn and •ahiatile lelectiiiii of ma fluait pnei aid 
poettj."— jHfuiarf t Ulw*rf Oaatli. 

REPUBLIC OF LETTERS; 

A Bdeetion in PoeCir and Proae, tram the Wocka of the moat Emment Writsi, with maj 
Ori^iul PiecOL Bf the £dit<x of the "Citqnet of litsaij Oema." ViA 2S lUoitntima, 
ifta the moat adnmed Artittt. In 4 Vola, degut^ bound in Cloth, price ZOa.; oi in 18 Pai^ 

HOQQ'S (Thk Ettiuok Shepoi&d} WORKS. 

With IT . _" .~ - ~ 

ot ^(^in Publithcd. 6 Vala.'amBll 8ro. 



MISCELLANEOUS WORKS OF OLIVER GOLDSMITH. 

Compiiiinf Citiiea of the WoiU, Tku of Wtke&dd, Poetical Woik^ Com^a, Wtcdaneoa 
Entjt, Ik. With in Eaatr oo hia lib and Wiitioi^ Bj Aliz. Whitiuw, Bilitoi ot "TIm 
CaiqiNt of liteazj Oana.'' "Book of Boottith Ekaig," te. With 87 exqniaite EngtirinB on 
Wood, br Bnniton, Orrin Bmith, and W. Liotoo, from DeaignB h; W. Harrt* and W. B, Seott. 
IQ Parte at It-i ts m 2 Volt. Cloth, 12>. 

BOOK OP SCOTTISH SONG ; 

A Collection of Qia Beat and mnat Appnned Soon of ScotUnd, Andeat and Modem; with 
Critiad and Hittorieal Kolicet nnrdinc them and tbor Aulhora, and an Etiaif m Seottiih Sow. 
inth Engtared Frondtpieee and Title. In 16 Nnmbcn, dd. eadi ; or handioiDalj boond in Clou, 
gilt edge^ St. Uataan degam^ lit. 

BOOK OF SCOTTISH BALLADS j 

A CompidieniiTe CoDection gf the Billada ot Saotlaad, with Dtumnma QhuCntiTe Notai, by the 
Editoi of "The Booh of Scfttiah Sou." With EngnTed Frontiapiece and 'ntk. In IG Mnmben, 
8(1. each; or handaomd; bound in Cloth, 9t. Moraceo elegant, lit. 

POEMS AND LYRICS ; BY ROBERT HICOLL : 

With nameiaut Additiout, and a Hemoii of the Author, Fonith Edition. Foolaeap Sni, Cloth, 

gUt,Si.6d. 

POEMS AND SONGS BY ROBERT GILFILLAN. 

With Porttait and Hemini of the Author, and an AppeD^i of hit laUat Pieco. Fourth Editim. 
Footactp Svo, Cloth, gilt, 3t. K 
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WOBKS PUBLISHED BY BtACKlE AMD SON, T 

GLASGOW, BDOrBtmSH, ARD LOXBOK. 
HISTORICAL AND BIOQRAPHIGAl. WORKa 

THE HISTORY OP SCOTLAND, 

rnmthaEuliBtFsriodlothcPnaitTiDM. A i>n(Editiaii,wi(h NiHiTTtLLD«*UTiaH»~ 
Itfudu^ie, Fortrail, (ud HiilohcaL In ti Put^ U c*ch ; or 12 failfVolB. St. och. 

Tbi) u tbe ouhr Work snliTMiu Sw catin mn of BeoMuh Hut«7 ban the EuiiBt I^IHI 
tg til* pnmt ¥sr (1851). 

CHAMBERS' BIOGBAPHICAL DICTIONAKY OP EMINENT 

8COT8UEN. ReriKd md Contiaiitd to tl» Proent 'Hmc. IDutlnted with Eighty Autbentic 
-.._^__,.. . . — ... -_ > ..T ^,. (/ J^jjnunj io 



lOPiTti, U. CMh; uui die BiippkmaitUT Toluinc vill be compjitcd in 8 Putf, It. cub. 

A HISTORY OP THE PAPACY, 

FOLmCAL AHD ECCLESIASnCAIt in the BixitMina ud SivEnrsKirni CBMrnaiiBi 
indsdiiic tbe BMWguintian of the Inquotiaa; the Rim, Fiograa, ind Conr~'- -■-"■- -' '*- 

Jouiti; md the meuH t«k(a to dhet the munta-RcfarDiitioii -- " *~ ' 

n YnnDe, and to luypiea hotMtint piiiicaplei in tho South a 

IbuulMedbomflwlient OernwiEcUtioabTDAVti) DuNDAL . 

TiaaiMtoT, atid u luttodaetonr Eht brX H. Ubbli lykvBianw, SJ>. ( 
Put), U (Mh; 01 2 Vob, Clotb, 21m. 

D'AUBIGNE'S HISTORY OF THE REFORMATION 



VolumaFuuthcaiMiiuiig tbeEsauBBKiiOKiiAiioii. Compktii 
40 Dnitntioiu. 

THE PROTESTANT 

Aaariea^EMty^in which 

Auan between Trae sad Felw B<digi< 



which no diKoned at laigth those Sol^ecti which Ibrm the Diitiii|nUbiiw 
. — I if.i„ D.i^-i— . !._. .1.. (.1.^...^.^-. — ( .i_ vT — l^t«ffleirt (Id 



vMiUawiTudPortniicrfttie Author, in 28 Putted, eadij (r In (Satb, llL 

ROLLIN'S ANCIENT HISTOKY, 

With Exteorire Nocci, Osognplun], Toprq^r^hicil, Hiitorictl, ud Critictl, and a life <it tin 
Author. Bj JAHia Bell, Anlhor of -'A Svitem ol Qeognphv," jtc. Willi nouaoiu Uhtt- 
tntions. In 2 Voli. mediom 8ro, ^iSi. ; « in ^4 Pnti, li. each. 

A TuiBD VoLimi ini the Arte and SeiencM of the Ancienti. with Notei, b; JiiHM BblL. 
Price lU. ; or in 10 Pul^ U. eadL 

V litiii la the only complete and re^edited editino of RoDin now bdne the publia. 
■Tb* beat cditun Ibil hai jet t^acA ttam thg pmi."~Orintel Bnld. 

THE WORKS OF FLAVItJS JOSEPHUS. 

With H^i, ud other IlhutrationL lo S21 Fart), It. i»A 

WODBOWa HISTORY OF THE SUFFERINGS OP THE 
CHURCH of SCOTLAND. Edited tn the Rsr. Robibt BiiRHa, D.D., FJL&B. Fottnita. 
* Toto. elotb, Wl( ot 38 FtrU, U each. 

' We nuiAer tba psbUealioB et WsdiowV Satorr u a aobtg boon beitowed upon tbi gnlilic"— 
SdMiatI, ChitlLM AitncUr. 

THE TEN YEARS' CONFLICT ; 

Bong the HialoiT at the Ditn^tioD of the Chuich of Scotland. By ROBtrr BocBAjruf, DJk 
S Tola, imill Sni, price ISt. libmy Edition, 2 Tola. Itq;* type, price 21i. 

SCOTS WORTHIES, 

mdi Ian* and Tutimonies. Bcriaed and Enlarged Editioii, induding the Iddiea ol the COfB- 
moL With upward! of Oni Suidrtd lOutnaiimi an Wind md atmL . 22 Put^ li. ach. 



Ftnecniicai. By the Kei. Jakkb AHDnB80H,ADlhoiof "Marnn of the Ban." 
Bufmaigi. Handiamcly bound in etoth, Ta. 8d; or in 14 Namberi, 6d. eadt. 

■The book will be uloiaenM Haxmilte wiUi all who. ou ^predate the nmal anMinfc"— fl l aiya 

MEMOIRS OF NAPOLEON BONAPARTE. 

Br U. !>■ BotTHBiiiiiiB. To whidi ii now Urn added. An Acconnt tt At Erob of tba Em- 
dnd Dma, of N^oleaa'a Bnrrmdei to the Engligh, and of hi* Recidaiee and Death at St. HelewL 
with Aaeedotc* and IUIiitnti*e Note*. In ahoDt 23 Fait), It. each; with DDBKrou* HiatwricJ 

and Pin«nit tlnatiatinu. 
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8 W0EK8 PUBLISHED BY BLACKIB AND SON, 

eLASGOW, ESIKBUBOH, AND LONDON. 

NATURAL HISTORY, MEDICAL, AND MISCELLANEOUS WORKS. 
A HISTORY OF THE EARTH AND ANIMATED NATURE. 

Bt Olivib GoldRhith. 'With Nnmomu Note* tuna tbeWorka of Cdviib, Wilson. L, 

BONATABTI, CaMTIIK, TaILLAHT, LaKABCK, LrBSOK, LjkCEPEDS, AllDnlOH, Ac; u vdl 

u bom th« Worki at the ipon diitinEUuhed Bntiih Nitunliili. RMmie, with Coloured Plate*; 
eonttlning iie*ilj SUa DlDitnUiTe Tigaxa, of which 230 ue ctnfull; Coloured. In S Tgb. 
large Sro, Kk.; « iu S6 Futa, U euh. 

RHIND'S HISTORY OF THE VEGETABLE KINGDOM; 

Erabneing tlie Fhj liologr, CUnfication, and Culture of Plasta : with tlieir nrioui i 
■nd the Lows Animila ; uid that Ippliciticsi in the Arta, Mannfuturea, and Duneni 
lUnataud bj TIM Fisuce* on Wood uid ticecl, of which 100 an beiutifiill; Coloured 



.11; Coloured! 22 i^ut^ 



*" In bia lelcetkn] of importaul hcta, and ormi 
norcea, tlie anlhor diapliTs connidrrable Ukiant, 
deop and well-directed itodj." — Gardner^ Qari 



_ - _, ]d w«n."— iWnjeoKM* VuBauL 

• Ihii ilia all rapecta an uceUtDl work."— XgWA^Ar^oBH. ^^ ^ 

CYCLOPEDIA OF DOMESTIC MEDICINE AND SURGERY. 

Bt Tbomab Andixw, HJ). lUiutnted with Encnnnn on Wood and Btc^ Banl B«a 
17 Parti, 1». «Mh; or in Cloth. 18fc ^ 

" Of niiieh ntUilj *• a leadj and almple piiJe hi nedlMl pi»rtiee."— iiimoji CourUr. 

• Ws itnmglj [eCDmnend Iha work.*— firiWal Tlma. 



ADiirS BOMAN ASTIQUITrea: 

Edited bT Jma Botd, Lt^D, oee of fli« Uaaten 
or t)>e Hiib fMooL EdinboKh. 100 llhiitn<ioiia. 
Prica ii. a in doih i or witb Qae^lioni, 7>. Cloth. 
The QnartioiH HpaiMeli, pto li. M. 
A CHART OF BCRIPTnRB CHRONOLOGT, 
ynm Uh CratiOD ta Iha Dntiuetion at Jenuilmi. 
Compibd b* JoatFH BoinnoN iKcctocarSLJohD'a 
Qranaat MhMt Hu^Qtoii- la itilt cortra, U. 

A HISTOBT OF THE JEV8, 

Fiom the Babjrlmiih Captlritr it 

a Jenmlain. Bi Joairu Roaaimn, bohic m 

St.Jdm'iGiaiBBarSiaioal.BuulliiB. OcAhilf.U. 
A TSBATISE ON DIET, 

ComnriihiE tba Natnral Hitto:?, Properties. C^om. 

poiieoD, AdnlCeration, and Uiea of the Vegetablo. 

Anhaala. Kilie< Blidi, &«.. uifd ai Food. 8; 

WiLiuK Oatiimov, MJ)..H.B.C.S.E. Priot, 

C)oth,lt. U. 
BAIHD.-BEL10I0H IH THE 0JJITKD STATES 

of AHEUCAi Or, An Account of the OriiiB, Pn>- 

tnm, Ktlatinia to tba Stale, and Pteaeat t^ondiiion 

«t the Xraifdicd Chordin bi tbaUnitid SUtai 

with NotleetottheUBerangellctl DnmnbutiDiia. 

Sf the Bof. Bonn Baiap, D.D, Frio li. 
BAHiraniKT. JOHN) WOEIS. 

CATKCRBTICALINSTRDCnONS POBTODNQ 
COUHDNICANTS, dnl^ to aaiiit them In 
tOnnlni Solptiul ?lewi el the Loid'i Saspa-i 
wllhaa AddnMlolTuaDcPerMoa ncd retCom- 
msninati. Iwmtr.thhj EdiUtn. Price U. 

HELP TO PROnasiNe CHRISTIAN^ la 
JiadfiB|ttieitBpintaalBtal*andOiawtliiiiOnoa. 
§MM«Xditioii. !tBal1Sni.,MlMS>.CIotl>. 

BCUPTUU mmurrs A^^IAKIi belnf a 
CDitaiMa Indei and Conoae Dietlonan of Iba 
Bibb. NlUh Etflion. FooIn^ Bto, price Ii. W. 

BBOVirS COHCOBDANCB TO THE BIBLa . 

SaaU IBno, li. 0k4h, gilt edfei. 

COHHEBCIAL HAND-BOOK; 
A ConHndlon of Tabic* and IsronuliiM for tb« 
Trader, Harehaiit, and CoBUBcnial IrsnLar. SID 
p*cei^ ^aa^^, li. ma. 

FERGUSON'S IHTERBST TABLES. 
At mrtaoi dIJhrent Hate*, from a Ooarter to tit 
per CanL; alao, Ikbln of Coaunliiioa and Srekor- 



HABTLEra ORATORICAL CUSS-BOOL 
Eillblb Edition, bowid, it. 

HOW TO CHOOSE A GOOD HHJE COW; 
Or, A ne«^|>ti«iorBll the Uarlia tij which the HlMij 
Qoahtiei of Cowa mav bo AaceiUned. Br 1. H. 
UinHL WllhaSoppUnentoDthgDafaTCaMeof 
Britain, their tloKlitlt*, HanaaenaBt, and FrodoOiTa 
= — 1.. _;.i T.1-.- fc, 0.1 Jl.j Bj.'-'-"— •— 



lAKD-UEASURBB'S BEtDT BBCEONEB; 
Beinc TaUei for auertainiu M aigbt th* Ctnlenta 
of an; Field or Pleee nS Uai. Bj Hul H-Cdi,- 

Loon. Tbiid Editioo. it. bound. 
UTS AND UHBHTS FOB ISEASLi 
Poemi oD tbs FrooDt Btale and Futan Pnneeti 
of the Jewa. Oiigiud and Selected. With Eut, 

Ktha K«. JoHH AnDuaon, Heleniborgh. Vilh 
DBtii^Ke. Clulli, gitt edgn, pcie« Si. 

HRBGANHLE ARITHMETIC, 

AdanW ■ " 

theV._^ ._„ 
change. BrOiTin Lawiil Second Edlticai. In 
Two Farta, bmad in Koin, with Kb;. U.\ a Pirta L 
and II . in CIol^ BCti 1i. U.; Ibo K<7 Hp««telr, la. 

HAN'S ABIUTT: 
With Ita Relation to Onpel Doctrine, and K«l 
BeipniuibiKtj.Scrlptonllf coniidcnd. BfthiBc*. 
Juua OiaaoR, A.H., Qlaigiiw. Cloth. Si. M. 

8TAFFA AKS lONA 
l^eicribed and niialialed. With KUJch of the 
principal ObiecU on the Boilo from Port Criuan to 
Dbw. and in the Soncd of MulL Wilh man; fii. 
gnTingi. lu Fancjr BiDding, it. 4^ 

THE COMPREHENSIVE QKHMAN DICTIONAEI, 
GERHAN and ENGUSH and ENGLISH ud 
GEBMAN. Bt J. B. GaaLACii. Ph,Ui Pria^ 
bound, 7i. &l ■ 

TEE RISE AND FROeBESS OP LITEBATDBE. 
B; Sir Dxmii. K. SA^Droio. D.C.L., H.P, Pro. 
fcuoT ar Oieek in the Unlrenitf of Glainw. Fool- 
■e^ Sn, Qotb, ti. WL 

WALKER'S DICTIONARI AND KEI. 
BenlifSllT printed in n»al ISmo, wiUi ■ Pnrtiall 
oftbtAallnr. ltoiuai.U The K^ to the Fm- 
nnnciaticn of rioper Ilaiiea, tfaitttlj, la. 

n CO, ruMtni, tiluikui. 
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